
The Weekly Word 
March 8-14, 2021 

 
Hello Reading the Bible readers. This week we meditate upon John 9-10 (and one story form 

chapter 11).  May the Lord bless us as we sit with His word. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, March 8: John 9:1-12 NIV2011 
1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  
3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works 

of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. 
Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the 
man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the 
man went and washed, and came home seeing.  

8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man 
who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that he was.  

Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”  
But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”  
10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.  
11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to 

go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.”  
12 “Where is this man?” they asked him.  
“I don’t know,” he said.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Jesus performs a miracle and in doing so challenges the notion of the day that infirmity was 

caused by sin –either the person’s sin or in this case his parents’. Jesus explains that sin was not 
the cause of the man’s blindness (from birth) but that God would be glorified. 

Jesus then went and made mud out of dirt and saliva, put it on the man’s eyes and told him 
to was in the pool of Siloam. The man did as told and was healed; as soon as he washed his eyes 
he could see.  

People were confused about the man who could now see. Was he the same man who was 
born blind? The man said, “I am the man”. And when asked how he could now see he told the 
story of how Jesus healed him. People wanted to know where Jesus was, but the man didn’t 
know.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The opening of the story gives one teaching moment; sin is not necessarily the cause of 
sickness or problems in the world. The cause of a malady could have many sources.  



A second is that Jesus has extraordinary power... to heal even a man born blind. No malady 
or problem in life is beyond the power of Jesus.  

And third, Jesus’ healings do not have a formula. In this story Jesus makes mud out of saliva 
and tells the man to wash in the pool of Siloam. Other times He simply speaks... in this account 
the man doesn’t even ask to be healed, Jesus does it to show the glory of God! We cannot 
reduce Jesus’ miracles to a formula! 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Don’t doubt God/Jesus’ power. If God has something he has called you to do, God has the 
power to do it.  

 
 

Tuesday, March 9: John 9:13-34 NIV2011 
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on which Jesus 

had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees also 
asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I 
washed, and now I see.”  

16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.”  
But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided.  
17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your 

eyes he opened.”  
The man replied, “He is a prophet.”  
18 They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for 

the man’s parents. 19 “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How 
is it that now he can see?”  

20 “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born blind. 21 But 
how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak 
for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already 
had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the 
synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”  

24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God by telling 
the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.”  

25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind 
but now I see!”  

26 Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”  
27 He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it 

again? Do you want to become his disciples too?”  
28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of 

Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he 
comes from.”  

30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he 
opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person 
who does his will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man 
were not from God, he could do nothing.”  



34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they 
threw him out.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The story of the healing of the man who was blind since birth continues. The miracle itself is 
amazing and unheard of (32) and it happened on a Sabbath (14), which attracted the attention 
of the Pharisees. They find the man and question him, asking how the miracle happened. The 
man explains the facts, He put mud on my eyes and I washed, and now I see. The Pharisees 
were divided about the origin of the miracle-worker so they ask the healed man what he has to 
say about Jesus. He is a prophet, the man replies. 

Still not believing the miracle they find they ask his parents if he was healed. Yes, he is our 
son and yes, he was born blind, but when asked how it happened they demurred saying, “Ask 
him. He is of age; he will speak for himself”. John makes it clear they avoided any confrontation 
because they feared the Jewish leaders who were putting out of the synagogue any people who 
believed Jesus was the Messiah. 

At this they call the man healed again and question him more, rehashing what they already 
ask. [It seems like a police interrogation we see in TV crime shows where they grind a person 
trying to catch them in a lie.] Exasperated, the man fires back, “Why do you want to hear it 
again? Do you want to become his disciples too”? At this the Pharisees erupt with anger! And 
after some sharp words about them being disciples of Moses but he was a disciple of Jesus, the 
story concludes with the Pharisees, likely shouting, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare 
you lecture us!” And they threw him out. 

As readers we are left hanging. Was he thrown out of the interview or the synagogue? 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This account, again affirms that Jesus is a miracle worker who can do miracles not seen 
before. And as the narrative unfolds Jesus is referred to as a prophet and the Messiah. So in 
truth the passage teaches much more than that Jesus is a miracle worker. It affirms Jesus’ 
Messiahship. 

The passage also subtly shows that discipleship can come at a cost. Being kicked out of the 
synagogue means the loss of friendships, possibly family, and social connection.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

For me the message revolves around the cost of discipleship. Following Jesus is not cost 
free. It could cost friends, family and as we know from the rest of the NT it can cost even life. 
What am I willing to pay to continue following Jesus? This is the question that is rattling around 
in my heart as I read and think about this man. Given his sight but potentially stripped of his 
family and relationships...  

 
 

Wednesday, March 10: John 9:35-41 NIV2011 
35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe 

in the Son of Man?”  



36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.”  
37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.”  
38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.  
39 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those 

who see will become blind.”  
40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind 

too?”  
41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can 

see, your guilt remains.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
The account of the man born blind ends with today’s passage. Jesus tracks the man down 

after being thrown out of the synagogue and asks him if he wants to believe in the one who 
healed his blindness (the man didn’t know he was speaking with Jesus who healed him).  

The man says ‘yes’. In fact his words are, “Lord, I believe” and then he worshipped Jesus. 
Since Pharisees always seem to be following Jesus, Jesus makes a statement that is meant 

to provoke them. For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those 
who see will become blind. The Pharisees pick up on this slight and retort, “What? Are we blind 
too”? 

To which Jesus responds, If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you 
claim you can see, your guilt remains. Thus the passage ends on a note of judgment against the 
Pharisees.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The passage confirms that the healed man believes in Jesus. His simple statement shows us 
that belief in Jesus is the essential human action to initiate discipleship. To become a disciple no 
rites of passage or ritual incantations are necessary; all that is needed is belief in Jesus. The 
man’s faith in Jesus shows us too, that the natural response of belief in Jesus is worship of 
Jesus. Worship, adoration and praise are natural responses to the love, grace and mercy of God 
lavished on us in Christ. 

Additionally, the passage underscores that a lack of belief brings judgment. And this is, dare 
I say, doubly true for people who purport to believe in God, like Pharisees. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

John never strays far from his central message that faith or belief in Jesus brings salvation 
and eternal life... for me the promptings are about how I can better share this message with 
other people personally... 

 
 

Thursday, March 11: John 10:1-21 NIV2011 
1 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but 

climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. 



He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he 
goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never 
follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s 
voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling 
them.  

7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have 
come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; 
whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The 
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to 
the full.  

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired 
hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he 
abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man 
runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.  

14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me—15 just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that 
are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall 
be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only 
to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority 
to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”  

19 The Jews who heard these words were again divided. 20 Many of them said, “He is demon-
possessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?”  

21 But others said, “These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can a demon 
open the eyes of the blind?”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Given the final sentence, this passage is connected to the healing of the blind man. Likely 
they are close in time proximity. 

This passage has much going on. It certainly could have been subdivide into at least 2 
smaller sections. But, alas, that will be for future reading of the gospel of John. 

One theme is the difference between the shepherd and thief. The sheep knows his voice 
and will not follow another. The thief comes to kill and destroy; the shepherd comes, as we will 
learn, to bring life. 

After the opening Jesus makes one of his I AM statements. Twice Jesus uses the gate image. 
Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who have come before me are thieves 

and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 
 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. 

The gate offers the image of the opening through which the sheep can travel to pasture 
(salvation). Both renderings offer a different secondary teaching. The first reiterates what Jesus 
said in the opening paragraph about sheep not following the voice of the robbers. [Note 
traveling in Israel years ago, I watch a shepherdess make a simple call and all the sheep resting 
near her got up and began following her. Sheep really do know the voice of the shepherd. This 
is not simply a metaphor.] The second use of the phrase explains that through Jesus –the gate –
women and men are saved. A truth John has been making since chapter 1. 



Continuing with the same general sheep/shepherd theme Jesus switches imagery and twice 
uses an ‘I AM’ statement about the good shepherd. 

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— just as the Father 

knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
This pair teaches more elements. The first Jesus will lay down His life for the sheep. People 
present certainly didn’t understand the cross imagery at this point, but from the vantage point 
of time and the entire gospel it is clear to see what Jesus meant. The second also mentions the 
laying down of the shepherd’s life but the emphasis is more on ‘know-ability’... the sheep 
knowing the shepherd and the shepherd knowing his sheep. A fascinating element here is that 
Jesus ties ‘know-ability’ to how Jesus knows the Father [God] and the Father knows Jesus, a 
stunning comment about His origin, which again has surface in John’s gospel from the first 
chapter.  

In the second ‘I am the good shepherd’ paragraph, Jesus makes an intriguing statement 
about having sheep in multiple sheep pens. Verse 16: I have other sheep that are not of this 
sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock 
and one shepherd. This appears to be a reference to Gentiles that Jesus will call into His family. 
Notice how the multiple pens of sheep will become one flock. This ties tightly with Paul’s words 
in Ephesians 2 about Christ tearing down the dividing wall between Jew and Gentile making one 
family in Christ. 

No surprise that Jesus’ words divided people; some believing Him and some thinking He was 
demon possessed. Throughout history Jesus has a way of dividing people into believers and 
non-believers. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

There is more than one thing this passage teaches Christians of all ages.  
Jesus is the way of salvation... the only way. All other ways are robbers and thieves bent on 

killing and destroying the sheep, i.e. the people who follow the false ways. Jesus is the way 
because He will lay down His life for His sheep [think cross].  

People of Jesus’ flock, whether Jew or Gentile, will follow Jesus. When they hear His voice 
they will follow and be saved. 

Jesus and the Father are so intimately connected that they know each other implicitly. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
Jesus is my salvation... from beginning to end He is and supplies all. Jesus is my gate to 

salvation. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, will lay down His life so I gain salvation. Jesus will add me 
to His ever-increasing flock of followers and no matter what pen –origin, ancestry, gender, and 
epoch –Jesus will form us into one flock. And the connection we will have with Jesus is akin to 
the connection Jesus has with the Father! And to all I respond “Oh my” Jesus has truly done it 
all and I am eternally grateful 

 
Friday, March 12: John 11:1- NIV2011 

22 Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was in the 



temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews who were there gathered around him, 
saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”  

25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name 
testify about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my 
voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no 
one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; 
no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”  

31 Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, 32 but Jesus said to them, “I have 
shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?”  

33 “We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because you, 
a mere man, claim to be God.”  

34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are “gods” ’? 35 If he 
called them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came—and Scripture cannot be set aside—36 what 
about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do 
you accuse me of blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? 37 Do not believe me unless I do the 
works of my Father. 38 But if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that 
you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father.” 39 Again they tried to 
seize him, but he escaped their grasp.  

40 Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing in the 
early days. There he stayed, 41 and many people came to him. They said, “Though John never 
performed a sign, all that John said about this man was true.” 42 And in that place many believed 
in Jesus. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

At another Jewish festival Jesus makes another major pronouncement about Himself.  
At the temple for the festival of dedication people are pressing Jesus to answer if He is the 

Messiah. Jesus begins by saying, “I already have answered, just look at the works I have been 
doing”. At this point Jesus makes an incredible pronouncement. My sheep listen to my voice; I 
know them, and they follow me. [We have heard this before, but Jesus continues.]  28 I give 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My 
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my 
Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 

His sheep are totally safe in the hands of Jesus! 
At this the people attempt to stone Him and Jesus asks, “For what works are you stoning 

me”? They respond, “We are not stoning you for any good work, but for blasphemy, because 
you, a mere man, claim to be God.”  

Jesus makes another statement about His divinity and the people all understand it. This is 
why they are attempting to stone Him. They clearly knew that Jesus was saying He was God. 
[John uses the voice of the people to affirm Jesus’ divinity.] 

They banter back and forth over words in the law before Jesus escapes as they try to seize 
Him. Jesus leaves the city and travels back to where John was baptizing. There many believe in 
Him. 

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

We are secure in Jesus’ hands, not because of anything we have done. We are secure 
because God has a hold of us. My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I 
give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. My 
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my 
Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.” 

Not only does this word from Jesus declare that we are spiritually safe in Jesus’ hands, it 
also says that Jesus’ hands are God’s hands because Jesus is One with the Father.  

Jesus is God and we are totally and absolutely secure in Jesus’ hands! AMEN. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
I can rest secure tonight and every night. My salvation is guarantees by Jesus. No one can 

snatch us from Him. Thank you, Lord. Thank you.  
 
 

Saturday, March 13: John 11:1-16 NIV2011 
1 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume 
on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one 
you love is sick.”  

4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory 
so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, 7 and 
then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”  

8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are 
going back?”  

9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime 
will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10 It is when a person walks at night that they 
stumble, for they have no light.”  

11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I 
am going there to wake him up.”  

12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been speaking of his 
death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.  

14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was not there, 
so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”  

16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that 
we may die with him.” 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This passage opens a new thread. Jesus who is across the Jordan hears that His friend 
Lazarus was sick. Lazarus was from Bethany and lived with his sisters Martha and Mary. They 
are the ones that sent word to Jesus. Jesus sends word back to them that the sickness would 



not end in death. Verse 6 certainly feels strange, So, when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he 
stayed where he was two more days.... 

Why deliberately wait when His friend was sick? 
After two days Jesus decides to go to the family. The disciples question Jesus’ decision, 

reminding Him that people there (the vicinity of Jerusalem) tried to stone Him not long ago. 
Jesus launches into a conversation about a day having 12 hours of light and that people 

won’t stumble during the light hours. Inferring it was ok to return at this time.  
Jesus then tells them that Lazarus is dead and that He would do something so that they may 

believe. 
Thomas encourages them all to go with Jesus that they may die with Jesus, “Let us also go, 

that we may die with him.” 
We will continue with the remainder of the story tomorrow... 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Jesus knows God’s timing... it is a curiosity that Jesus waits before going to His friend. 
Clearly He is waiting for Lazarus to die.  

As God, Jesus is well aware of the Father’s timing and the Father’s plan. Lazarus’ death will 
bring far more glory to Jesus and the Father than if Jesus went immediately. Standing in the 
story at this moment we have no sense of what is going on. Our sight and perspective is in the 
present, but God knows the end of the story and how Jesus’ actions will declare who He is and 
what He (God) can do for you.  

Learning to trust and follow Jesus no matter where He leads is a life long adventure for 
disciples in every epoch and time. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I can never have God’s perspective... I need to live trusting what God is doing even if it 
means my calls to Him, my prayers and cries, are not answered with the speed I want or even 
the way I want. 

I am learning this over and over again.... 
 
 

Sunday, March 14, 2021 - Sunday Worship  

 

 
If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 



Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
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