
The Weekly Word 
March 1-7, 2021 

 
Hello Reading the Bible readers. This week we meditate upon John 7-8.  May the Lord bless 

us as we sit with His Word. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, March 1: John 7:1-13 NIV2011 
1 After this, Jesus went around in Galilee. He did not want to go about in Judea because the 

Jewish leaders there were looking for a way to kill him. 2 But when the Jewish Festival of 
Tabernacles was near, 3 Jesus’ brothers said to him, “Leave Galilee and go to Judea, so that your 
disciples there may see the works you do. 4 No one who wants to become a public figure acts in 
secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the world.” 5 For even his own brothers 
did not believe in him.  

6 Therefore Jesus told them, “My time is not yet here; for you any time will do. 7 The world 
cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify that its works are evil. 8 You go to the festival. 
I am not going up to this festival, because my time has not yet fully come.” 9 After he had said 
this, he stayed in Galilee.  

10 However, after his brothers had left for the festival, he went also, not publicly, but in 
secret. 11 Now at the festival the Jewish leaders were watching for Jesus and asking, “Where is 
he?”  

12 Among the crowds there was widespread whispering about him. Some said, “He is a good 
man.”  

Others replied, “No, he deceives the people.” 13 But no one would say anything publicly 
about him for fear of the leaders.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The passage begins with Jesus in Galilee with His brothers who do not yet believe in Him. 
They goad him about going up to the festival and showing Himself to the world, by doing 
miracles in public. 

Jesus explains His time has not yet come, and that the world hates Him because He tells the 
world their works are evil. He bid them to go by themselves. They left and He remained in 
Galilee. 

However He did eventually go to the festival but in secret. The Leaders were looking for 
Him. While in Jerusalem we learn that the populace is divided about Jesus. Some believing He is 
a good man while others believe he deceives the people. 

The section closes with a note that no one will talk out loud for fear of the Jewish leaders. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



Not everyone believes. Even though people may see the same things and hear the same 
teachings, people may come to different conclusions. In the case of Jesus some believe and 
others believe Jesus deceives people. 

I am reminded of the last reading from last week where Jesus talks about those the Father 
gives him. All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never 
drive away (John 6:37). It is God’s work in people that brings them to faith.  

God apparently had yet to open Jesus’ brothers heart to His message... we know from the 
NT that God will eventually do that.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am not responsible to convert anyone. I share the Good                                                                                             
News. I tell about Jesus. I can even invite people to faith and belief in Jesus but God changes 
the heart.  

 
 

Tuesday, March 2: John 7:14-24 NIV2011 
14 Not until halfway through the festival did Jesus go up to the temple courts and begin to 

teach. 15 The Jews there were amazed and asked, “How did this man get such learning without 
having been taught?”  

16 Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own. It comes from the one who sent me. 
17 Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my teaching comes from God 
or whether I speak on my own. 18 Whoever speaks on their own does so to gain personal glory, 
but he who seeks the glory of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false 
about him. 19 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps the law. Why are you 
trying to kill me?”  

20 “You are demon-possessed,” the crowd answered. “Who is trying to kill you?”  
21 Jesus said to them, “I did one miracle, and you are all amazed. 22 Yet, because Moses gave 

you circumcision (though actually it did not come from Moses, but from the patriarchs), you 
circumcise a boy on the Sabbath. 23 Now if a boy can be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the 
law of Moses may not be broken, why are you angry with me for healing a man’s whole body on 
the Sabbath? 24 Stop judging by mere appearances, but instead judge correctly.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This seems to be a strange snippet of Jesus’ teachings to record. Be that as it may, God 
inspired John to record this portion of Jesus’ teaching during the festival.  

Jesus dares to say that His teachings are not His own but come from the one who sent me, 
who He identifies in the next sentence as God. As the paragraph rounds out Jesus asks what to 
me is a strange question, Why are you trying to kill me?  

This refers back to the Sabbath day healing Jesus performed in Jerusalem back in chapter 5. 
That text does say that the Jews persecuted Jesus (5:16).  

Again, we see how the reactions to Jesus vary, some believed He was demon-possessed! 
At this point Jesus raises the issue of His miraculous healing on the Sabbath. In essence 

Jesus says if you can circumcise a male on the Sabbath and not break God’s law, why can’t I 



heal the entire body on the Sabbath? He concludes with a challenge...  Stop judging by mere 
appearances, but instead judge correctly.  

This passage follows John’s theme of Jesus declaring that Jesus has divine directive for His 
teachings. Yet another passage that declares that Jesus is God’s sent agent in the world.  

He then reinforces His claim that healing on the Sabbath is not a breaking of God’s Sabbath 
intent and regulation. Setting people free is part of God’s agenda. 

Finally Jesus makes a penetrating statement... Stop judging by mere appearances, but 
instead judge correctly. Jesus doesn’t answer that question. Instead He leaves it hanging for 
people to ponder 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage affirms again that Jesus is sent from God and as such he correctly shows us 
what is right... and healing on the Sabbath in the kind, gracious and right thing to do. God cares 
for the whole person.  And as it says in Mark, the Sabbath was made for man; not man for the 
Sabbath (Mark 2:27). 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

What I am hearing in my spirit is an off-shoot from Jesus’ closing statement, Stop judging by 
mere appearances, but instead judge correctly. I have been reading extensively lately on race 
relations, and I just finished Jemar Tisby’s second book, How to fight Racism.  Today’s reading 
and Jemar’s book causes me to hear the Spirit telling me that I have to stop judging people 
(particularly people of color) by mere appearances. Stereotypes don’t make the man or woman, 
rather I have to judge people correctly which means 1) everyone has inherent worth because 
they are made in the image of God; and 2) I have to look to the character of their heart not the 
hue of their skin.  

 
 

Wednesday, March 3: John 7:25-52 NIV2011 
25 At that point some of the people of Jerusalem began to ask, “Isn’t this the man they are 

trying to kill? 26 Here he is, speaking publicly, and they are not saying a word to him. Have the 
authorities really concluded that he is the Messiah? 27 But we know where this man is from; 
when the Messiah comes, no one will know where he is from.”  

28 Then Jesus, still teaching in the temple courts, cried out, “Yes, you know me, and you know 
where I am from. I am not here on my own authority, but he who sent me is true. You do not 
know him, 29 but I know him because I am from him and he sent me.”  

30 At this they tried to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour had not yet 
come. 31 Still, many in the crowd believed in him. They said, “When the Messiah comes, will he 
perform more signs than this man?”  

32 The Pharisees heard the crowd whispering such things about him. Then the chief priests 
and the Pharisees sent temple guards to arrest him.  

33 Jesus said, “I am with you for only a short time, and then I am going to the one who sent 
me. 34 You will look for me, but you will not find me; and where I am, you cannot come.”  

35 The Jews said to one another, “Where does this man intend to go that we cannot find 



him? Will he go where our people live scattered among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks? 
36 What did he mean when he said, ‘You will look for me, but you will not find me,’ and ‘Where I 
am, you cannot come’?”  

37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let 
anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, 
rivers of living water will flow from within them.” c 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those 
who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since 
Jesus had not yet been glorified.  

40 On hearing his words, some of the people said, “Surely this man is the Prophet.”  
41 Others said, “He is the Messiah.”  
Still others asked, “How can the Messiah come from Galilee? 42 Does not Scripture say that 

the Messiah will come from David’s descendants and from Bethlehem, the town where David 
lived?” 43 Thus the people were divided because of Jesus. 44 Some wanted to seize him, but no 
one laid a hand on him.  

45 Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and the Pharisees, who asked 
them, “Why didn’t you bring him in?”  

46 “No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards replied.  
47 “You mean he has deceived you also?” the Pharisees retorted. 48 “Have any of the rulers or 

of the Pharisees believed in him? 49 No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law—there is a 
curse on them.”  

50 Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own number, asked, 
51 “Does our law condemn a man without first hearing him to find out what he has been doing?”  

52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee, too? Look into it, and you will find that a prophet does 
not come out of Galilee.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This passage gives us a glimpse into the people’s reactions to Jesus. Some thought His was a 
prophet – a holy man, a man who even spoke for God. Others believed He was the Messiah –
God’s agent to being in God’s kingdom. Finally, there were people like the Pharisees and 
teachers of the Law who believed He was a deceiver at best and a blasphemer at worst.  

Some people disbelieved because they knew the scriptures, that the Messiah was to be 
born in Bethlehem but they didn’t know Jesus’ origin.  They incorrectly assumed He was born in 
Galilee where he had been living before he burst onto the public scene.  

Jesus’ presence caused these reactions in people, especially when He stood to speak on the 
last day of the festival. “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in 
me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.”  John tells us that” 
by rivers of flowing water” Jesus meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later 
to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

Jesus claims to be life’s center... come to me preaches Jesus. Believe in Me and you will be 
given rivers of living water, i.e. the Spirit. (I hear echoes of Jesus’ talk with the woman at the 
well.) 

The account closes with a glimmer of hope for Nicodemus who mildly speaks up in Jesus’ 
defense. 

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Jesus has a way of polarizing society. People can believe He is a good man, the God-man or 
a deceiver. Any of these reactions and likely varying shades of each of these is possible when 
people hear the claims of Jesus. 

This passage feels and can function like a call to decide what one believes about Jesus. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
The easy answer to the question is “God is calling me to confirm my belief in Jesus.”  
Beyond that I am wondering why Jesus doesn’t sometimes just answer everyone plainly. He 

so often seems to answer or speak in imagery that can be taken in many ways... And I am 
pondering why this is the case... God isn’t answering me directly and so I cling to Him despite 
still having questions and wonderings... 

 
 

Thursday, March 4: John 8:12-30 NIV2011 
8:12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 

follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  
13 The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your 

testimony is not valid.”  
14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know 

where I came from and where I am going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I 
am going. 15 You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one. 16 But if I do judge, my 
decisions are true, because I am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent me. 17 In your own 
Law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is true. 18 I am one who testifies for myself; 
my other witness is the Father, who sent me.”  

19 Then they asked him, “Where is your father?”  
“You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied. “If you knew me, you would know my 

Father also.” 20 He spoke these words while teaching in the temple courts near the place where 
the offerings were put. Yet no one seized him, because his hour had not yet come.  

21 Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you will look for me, and you will die 
in your sin. Where I go, you cannot come.”  

22 This made the Jews ask, “Will he kill himself? Is that why he says, ‘Where I go, you cannot 
come’?”  

23 But he continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of 
this world. 24 I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am he, you 
will indeed die in your sins.”  

25 “Who are you?” they asked.  
“Just what I have been telling you from the beginning,” Jesus replied. 26 “I have much to say 

in judgment of you. But he who sent me is trustworthy, and what I have heard from him I tell the 
world.”  

27 They did not understand that he was telling them about his Father. 28 So Jesus said, “When 
you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he and that I do nothing on my 
own but speak just what the Father has taught me. 29 The one who sent me is with me; he has 



not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him.” 30 Even as he spoke, many believed in him.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
Note: The earliest manuscripts and many other ancient witnesses do not have John 7:53–8:11. 

Therefore I did not include these verses in my reading and study of John. 

Again, our passage is one of Jesus’ involved conversations. Two powerful truths emerge 
from this passage. The first is Jesus’ declaration, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” Another of His great “I am” 
statements. [Who hasn’t felt at times like you were walking in darkness, groping for the correct 
direction to go in? Jesus says He is the answer for that dilemma.] To follow Jesus is to be led 
into the light of life. What a promise. 

The second profound truth comes in verse 24 (also noted in 21), I told you that you would 
die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am he, you will indeed die in your sins. Without belief 
in Jesus a person is dead in their sins. That is a scary and potent truth.  

Another aspect of this passage is the profound connection Jesus understands He has with 
the Father –God. Jesus’ words are truth because the Father confirms His testimony, thus 
fulfilling the law of two witnesses (14-18). Sit with this for a moment. This is a profound 
saying... when Jesus speaks God speaks! A companion saying is that Jesus is not from this world, 
He is from above (23). This is the lead into His statement I commented on above, that if you 
don’t believe in Him you will die in your sins! Implicitly Jesus is saying, He is one with God the 
Father... this is a staggering statement to make. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

There is so much here. Jesus is one with God the Father, God backs up all He says. Jesus is 
not from this world but from above where God is.  

Belief in Jesus removes sin and the guilt associated with the sin. 
And Jesus is the Light of the World. Jesus illumines the right way to go. [Jesus uses an 

important formula with His “I am” statements. He is picking up on God’s name given to Moses 
at the burning bush and attributing it to Himself. This is just another way Jesus is announcing 
His divinity.] 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Jesus will lead and guide me... He is the light for my path. As I follow Him, I will walk in the 
light of God. As I make decisions, relying on the Lord is my best and wisest strategy to make 
sure I am in line with what God would have me do... 

 
 

Friday, March 5: John 8:31-47 NIV2011 
31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really 

my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  
33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of 

anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?”  
34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has 



no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, 
you will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are looking for a 
way to kill me, because you have no room for my word. 38 I am telling you what I have seen in 
the Father’s presence, and you are doing what you have heard from your father.”  

39 “Abraham is our father,” they answered.  
“If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would do what Abraham did. 40 As it 

is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. 
Abraham did not do such things. 41 You are doing the works of your own father.”  

“We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we have is God himself.”  
42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I have come here 

from God. I have not come on my own; God sent me. 43 Why is my language not clear to you? 
Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want 
to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the 
truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar 
and the father of lies. 45 Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! 46 Can any of you 
prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me? 47 Whoever belongs to 
God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This passage opens with a strong statement from Jesus, “If you hold to my teaching, you are 
really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” Jesus 
underscores that to be a disciple one must hold, believe, follow, and obey His teaching. 

From here the conversation takes twists and turns. A significant component is Jesus 
declaration that they are trying to kill Him –they being the Jews, like the leaders since the 
average Jew would have no power to kill Hm. 

A second major element of the passage is ‘who is their father.’ Jesus makes the issue not 
about bloodline –it is a person in the lineage of Abraham. Instead, Jesus makes the 
determination based on belief. Jesus argument concludes, Can any of you prove me guilty of 
sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me?  Whoever belongs to God hears what 
God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God. Jesus is saying that 
because they do not believe in Him they are not God’s children. In fact, Jesus goes so far as to 
say they are children of the devil, You belong to your father, the devil.... 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The passage teaches us that belief in Jesus is the determining factor in whom you belong. 
Believe Jesus and you are in God’s family. Don’t believe in Jesus and you are part of the devil’s 
clan. These are stark words, but to Jesus the world is two camps... believe in Jesus and you are 
in God’s family; don’t believe in Jesus and you are God’s enemy, and in the devil’s family.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Again as many times as before, John places the choice before us to believe or not to 
believe... I choose to believe in Jesus and follow Him.  

 



 
Saturday, March 6: John 8:48-59 NIV2011 

48 The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-
possessed?”  

49 “I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor my Father and you dishonor me. 
50 I am not seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 Very 
truly I tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see death.”  

52 At this they exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and 
so did the prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word will never taste death. 53 Are you 
greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?”  

54 Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as 
your God, is the one who glorifies me. 55 Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did 
not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and obey his word. 56 Your father Abraham 
rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.”  

57 “You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!”  
58 “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” 59 At this, they 

picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds. 
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
This ongoing account concludes with a profound statement for which the Jews were 

immediately going to stone Him. Verse 58, Very truly I tell you before Abraham was born, I am! 
“Very truly” is akin to saying I swear or I really mean it. It is an emphatic statement, what I am 
about to say is true. In other words, what is spoken next is not some flippant, off the chuff 
statement. It is intentionally stated and intended to be accepted as truth. Then Jesus says, 
before Abraham was born, I am! On two levels this is profound. First is the age issue, which the 
Jews already called Jesus on as the discussion developed. If Jesus saw Abraham then He is 
1000s of years old, an earthly impossibility. But even more profound are the final words, I am. 
Not only can this be taken as before Abraham I already existed, even more importantly ‘I AM’ is 
the name God gave to Himself when Moses was at the burning bush, (Exodus 3). In other 
words, Jesus was saying He was God; the Jews understood this, which is why they were going to 
stone Him. 

And His declaration, ‘I am’, was spoken in the context where Jesus has already called the 
Jewish God His Father,  “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim 
as your God, is the one who glorifies me. Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did 
not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and obey his word. And this statement is a 
double-edged sword claiming He knows and is known by the Father but they are not. So, in 
addition to making His declaration of divinity, Jesus is also saying that they are off base and not 
part of God’s family; if they were part of God’s family they would know who He was.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

John has been relentless in declaring that Jesus is God. From his opening salvo, john 1:1: In 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God, John has 
been repeating, reiterating and reinforcing this truth. On virtually every page John has made 



this claim, along with its companion that in Jesus, through belief in Jesus, a person finds life 
eternal.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

It hit me today that as I have been reading John these last few weeks much of the time I 
have been in the season of Lent. And this Lent, through my Bible readings and other readings 
God is ‘pounding’ me with the truth that Jesus is God and in Jesus, and only Jesus, is life... life 
here this side of eternity and life eternal after I die. 

Today fits perfectly in that tapestry... Jesus is I AM, God almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth... 

 
 

Sunday, March 7, 2021 - Sunday Worship  

 

 
If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

