
The Weekly Word 
February 22-27, 2021 

 
Hello Reading the Bible readers. This week we meditate upon John 5 & 6.  May the Lord 

bless us as we sit with His Word. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, February 22: John 5:1-15 NIV2011 
1 Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. 2 Now there is in 

Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is 
surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3 Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the 
blind, the lame, the paralyzed. [4] 5 One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 
6 When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, 
he asked him, “Do you want to get well?”  

7 “Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. 
While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.”  

8 Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 9 At once the man was cured; 
he picked up his mat and walked.  

The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10 and so the Jewish leaders said to the man 
who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.”  

11 But he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’ ”  
12 So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?”  
13 The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd 

that was there.  
14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well again. Stop sinning 

or something worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away and told the Jewish leaders that 
it was Jesus who had made him well.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

First I notice that Jesus is back in Jerusalem for another Jewish festival. This reminds me 
that Jesus took the practice of His Jewish faith seriously, following God’s command to celebrate 
the festivals in Jerusalem. Another note, the NIV omits verse 4. Most modern translators due to 
the discipline of textual criticism don’t believe verse 4 was in the original gospel text.  

Walking by the pool of Bethsaida, Jesus engages a man who has been an invalid for 38 
years. Apparently the pool was known for healing and this man and many others were waiting 
there for an opportunity to be healed. 

Jesus asks if he wants to get well. “Yes, he replies, “but I can’t get in the water fast enough 
when it is stirred so others get healed but I don’t”. 

Jesus says, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk”.  And the man is instantaneously healed. He 
obeys Jesus, grabs his mat and begins to walk, presumably to home.  

Pharisees jump on the man for carrying a mat on the Sabbath [the day this happened was 
the Sabbath]. He explains what happened and they press him for the identity of the person who 



would dare to tell him to carry a mat and walk. It is almost as if they miss the fact of his 
healing.... The man doesn’t know for Jesus slipped into the crowd. 

Later Jesus finds the man and gives him what is to me a strange directive. “See, you are well 
again. Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you”. The man now knowing his healer’s 
identity goes and tells the Pharisees it was Jesus. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This text recounts a Sabbath controversy between Jesus and the Pharisees and teachers of 
the Law. The Jews are bound up by a myriad of rules around the Sabbath. Carrying one’s mat 
was considered work and therefore was not allowed on the Sabbath. Adherence to all the man-
made rules meant to protect the Sabbath, the Pharisees missed the divine grace of God 
manifested in the healing of the man. 

Although the words are not used in this passage, Jesus is the Lord of the Sabbath. He shows 
us that sparing a life is a gift of God whatever day it happens upon, including the Sabbath.  

The people of God must in every age remember that Sabbath worship is not a yoke of 
oppression around one’s neck. Instead it is the joyous celebration of what God has done and is 
doing... Worship is marked by relationship rather than rules to follow. 

The concluding statement of Jesus to the man requires thought. “See, you are well again. 
Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you”. It sounds like a threat. And maybe it is. 
Jesus seems to be emphasizing, with your new life, live worthily of God. It parallels Jesus’ word 
to the woman caught in adultery, another text likely not in John’s original gospel, “Go and sin 
no more”.... (John 8:11). 

The point of Jesus’ message is that you have been given new life, live wisely, live God-
honoringly... and this is an important word for all of us who want to follow Jesus. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

This Jesus story is begging me to examine my reasons for Sabbath and worship. Are they 
propelled by genuine love and delight in God and a desire to gather with fellow Christian 
believers or are my actions propelled by duty? 

 
 

Tuesday, February 23: John 5:16-30 NIV2011 
16 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to 

persecute him. 17 In his defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very 
day, and I too am working.” 18 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he 
breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with 
God.  

19 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he 
can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 
20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater 
works than these, so that you will be amazed. 21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives 
them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, the Father judges 
no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son just as they honor 



the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.  
24 “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life 

and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 25 Very truly I tell you, a time is 
coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who 
hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in 
himself. 27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.  

28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear 
his voice 29 and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have 
done what is evil will rise to be condemned. 30 By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, 
and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The Sabbath healing of the previous passage leads to a larger controversy between Jesus 
and the Jewish leaders. In defending Himself to the leaders Jesus pronounces that He is God’s 
son. My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working. To Jewish ears this 
is a blasphemous claim... to call God, Yahweh, Father! 

John doubles down on this statement and Jesus’ identity claim when he includes, For this 
reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even 
calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God. 

Thus, the story before us declares that Jesus is God, making himself equal with God. Over 
and over again John reiterates the divine identity of Jesus. 

Jesus intensifies His claims in the second paragraph suggesting how closely the Father and 
Son are deeply intertwined.  

Then in verse 24 Jesus up the ante even more. “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word 
and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from 
death to life. Belief in Jesus and the Father results in eternal life...  (note the echo of the 
crossing over from death to life in Colossians 1:13). The paragraph explodes with the incredible 
place and prominence of the Son... ability to give life, to judge and again the incredible 
interconnection between the Father’s will and the Son’s...  

There is little wonder why the Jewish leaders wanted to get rid of Jesus. He was claiming to 
be God. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The divinity of Jesus screams from virtually every sentence of this section. Jesus is not 
simply a troublesome rabbi to the Jewish leaders. He is, as they rightfully understood, God in 
human flesh. As such belief in Him truly is a threat to their religion, their way of life and their 
power as the leaders of the Jewish faith. 

CS Lewis is correct. Jesus cannot simply be held up as a great moral teacher. Saying things 
like this Jesus is either out of His mind to speak like this or He is actually who He says He is... the 
Son in perfect harmony with the Father. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 



It seems that every other passage in John declares the divinity of Jesus. When I confessed 
Jesus as Lord, I pledged myself to follow the one and only Son of God who was with God in the 
beginning and was/is God. And who came to live among us for a while as a human so that I 
could be led back into relationship with God the Father. 

 
 

Wednesday, February 24: John 5:31-47 NIV2011 
31 “If I testify about myself, my testimony is not true. 32 There is another who testifies in my 

favor, and I know that his testimony about me is true.  
33 “You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth. 34 Not that I accept human 

testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved. 35 John was a lamp that burned and gave light, 
and you chose for a time to enjoy his light.  

36 “I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me 
to finish—the very works that I am doing—testify that the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father 
who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his 
form, 38 nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. 39 You study the 
Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very 
Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me to have life.  

41 “I do not accept glory from human beings, 42 but I know you. I know that you do not have 
the love of God in your hearts. 43 I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept me; but 
if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him. 44 How can you believe since you 
accept glory from one another but do not seek the glory that comes from the only God?  

45 “But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your 
hopes are set. 46 If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. 47 But since 
you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Jesus continues a strong defense of His identity. Additionally, Jesus flays the teachers of the 
Law for not believing in Him since Moses spoke about Him. 

Jesus notes that John the Baptist testified about Him, but the testimony of the Father is 
even weightier. The scriptures testify about Jesus. At this point Jesus pierces the teachers. Yes, 
they diligently study the scriptures, believing that scripture gives eternal life. But they are 
wrong. The Scripture testifies about Jesus and belief in Jesus gives life... You study the Scriptures 
diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that 
testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life. 

At this point Jesus advances with another strike against the leaders. They don’t have God’s 
love in their heart. They are seeking glory (and honor) for themselves and this is blocking their 
ability to understand the truth and accept Jesus as the one who has come from the Father. 

The Jewish leaders were all about following Moses because of this they stand condemned 
because Moses spoke about Jesus and they didn’t accept Moses’ testimony. He finished them 
off with a killer statement. If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. 
But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say? 

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

One thing this passage teaches us –the Church –is that the study of scripture is not an end 
in itself, but the means to the true end, faith and belief in Jesus. 

Verses 39-40: You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have 
eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to 
have life. 

It is Jesus who stands at the door and knocks. It is Jesus who died on the cross for the 
forgiveness of sins. It is Jesus who said to His disciples at the supper, ‘This is my body given for 
you....’ It is Jesus on the cross who said, “Father forgive them for they do not know what they 
are doing”. It is Jesus who said to Thomas after His resurrection, “Put your finger here; see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” And then, 
“Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed.” (John 20:27&29). 

Scripture points to Jesus, and faith in Jesus brings life... 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
John’s gospel continues to pound into my heart the truth that Jesus is God, the way of 

eternal life. Today I am reminded that I study and read the scriptures so that I can grow in my 
faith and love for Jesus. Meeting Jesus and growing in knowing Jesus is the goal... scripture 
study is the means to the goal of knowing Jesus.  

 
 

Thursday, February 25: John 6:1-24 NIV2011 
1 Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of 

Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the signs he had 
performed by healing the sick. 3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his 
disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Festival was near.  

5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where 
shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in 
mind what he was going to do.  

7 Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for 
each one to have a bite!”  

8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9 “Here is a boy with five 
small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”  

10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat 
down (about five thousand men were there). 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and 
distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.  

12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are 
left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the 
pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.  

14 After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet 
who is to come into the world.” 15 Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king 
by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself.  



16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, 17 where they got into a boat and 
set off across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. 18 A 
strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough. 19 When they had rowed about three or four 
miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were frightened. 
20 But he said to them, “It is I; don’t be afraid.” 21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, 
and immediately the boat reached the shore where they were heading.  

22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the opposite shore of the lake realized that only 
one boat had been there, and that Jesus had not entered it with his disciples, but that they had 
gone away alone. 23 Then some boats from Tiberias landed near the place where the people had 
eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 Once the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor 
his disciples were there, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Today’s reading includes two familiar passages, the feeding of the 5000 and Jesus walking 
on the water.  

John explains that the Passover was near. This is the second Passover noted in the gospel of 
John. So, Jesus has been teaching and doing miracles for at least a year. People recognize Him 
and are following Him. 

After establishing the need to feed the crowd at huge expense (half a year’s wage) Andrew 
brings a boy to Jesus who has five small barley loaves and two small fish. Having the people sit, 
Jesus visibly gives thanks and has the disciples distribute the bread and fish. When all had eaten 
their fill, Jesus instructs the disciples to gather anything left over. And they gather 12 baskets 
full of bread! 

Only John records this next bit: After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began 
to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 Jesus, knowing that they 
intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself. In John 
this account is told as an indicator that Jesus is the Prophet who has come. More than that 
Jesus knows their heart and desire to make Him king by force so He retreats to the mountain.  

The scene shifts to the evening, the disciples head out onto the lake to row home. Jesus is 
not with them. Remember He is out on the mountain. After rowing against the wind for 3-4 
miles they see Jesus walking on the water coming to them. After He speaks to them and tells 
them not to be afraid, they let Him in the boat immediately the boat reached the shore where 
they were heading. (A little miracle after the miracle of walking on the water!) 

The next morning the crowd realizes that Jesus is not there and they go to Capernaum to 
look for Him. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

One, when God has something to accomplish, He will use our meager gifts to complete His 
task, even if it requires God to multiply our ‘loaves and fishes.’ John is continuing to beat the 
drum that Jesus is God’s agent sent into the world. This time He is called ‘the Prophet.’ A new 
name to add to John’s growing list. 

Two, Jesus is Lord over everything... the wind, waves, water... This is a mind blower. He 
walks on water. Jesus is God! Sometimes these accounts are too familiar. 



 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God is probing me... what is He calling me to do and what can I offer Him to get it done? 
What I have is enough in Jesus’ hands. If it needs to be multiplied, He will do it. If it needs to be 
altered, He will alter it...  Step out in faith and trust God... 

 
 

Friday, February 26: John 6:24-59 NIV2011 
25 When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did you 

get here?”  
26 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw the signs 

I performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 27 Do not work for food that spoils, 
but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him God the 
Father has placed his seal of approval.”  

28 Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?”  
29 Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”  
30 So they asked him, “What sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What 

will you do? 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread 
from heaven to eat.’”  

32 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from 
heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is 
the bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”  

34 “Sir,” they said, “always give us this bread.”  
35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, 

and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But as I told you, you have seen me and still 
you do not believe. 37 All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I 
will never drive away. 38 For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of 
him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he 
has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks 
to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.”  

41 At this the Jews there began to grumble about him because he said, “I am the bread that 
came down from heaven.” 42 They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and 
mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I came down from heaven’?”  

43 “Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus answered. 44 “No one can come to me unless the 
Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up at the last day. 45 It is written in the 
Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God.’ u Everyone who has heard the Father and learned from 
him comes to me. 46 No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen 
the Father. 47 Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 
49 Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, yet they died. 50 But here is the bread that 
comes down from heaven, which anyone may eat and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came 
down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will 
give for the life of the world.”  

52 Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, “How can this man give us his 
flesh to eat?”  



53 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink 
his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, 
and I will raise them up at the last day. 55 For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 
56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them. 57 Just as the living 
Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of 
me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and died, but 
whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said this while teaching in the synagogue in 
Capernaum.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This passage is incredibly involved. At its heart is Jesus’ first “I am” statement, which He 
issues twice:  

“I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in 
me will never be thirsty (35).  

Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life.  Your 
ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, yet they died. But here is the bread that 
comes down from heaven, which anyone may eat and not die. I am the living bread that 
came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever... (47-51).  

Additionally, Jesus says I am the bread that came down from heaven (41) I am the ‘living bread’ 
(50). It is clear Jesus is making a significant point. 

Let’s examine the surrounding paragraphs. This passage opens with the people who 
experienced the miraculous feeding of the 5000 catching up with Jesus the next day on the 
other side of the lake. They ask how Jesus got there, but Jesus doesn’t answer that question. 
Instead, He shifts the conversation and makes the statement that the Son of man (a veiled 
reference to himself) having God’s approval. Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the 
works God requires?” To which, Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one 
he has sent.” (28-29). Jesus is declaring that belief in Him is the work that God requires. The 
people understand this, asking for a sign that we may see it and believe you (30, bold mine). 
This leads to a discussion about manna, which Jesus turns to the true bread from heaven, which 
gives life. When they ask for this bread Jesus drops this first “I am” statement, “I am the bread 
of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be 
thirsty. If that statement wasn’t enough, it builds until we receive this incredible truth: For my 
Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, 
and I will raise them up at the last day. In Jesus we have eternal life and a future resurrection!  

Some people begin grumbling because Jesus says He is from heaven... Jesus answers back. 
And part of His answer is, Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has eternal life. 48 I am the 
bread of life (47-48).  

From here the passage twists. After speaking about manna, Jesus says, I am the living bread 
that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, 
which I will give for the life of the world (51). And this leads to an even more difficult passage 
about eating His flesh and drinking His blood. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day. For my flesh is real food and my blood is real 
drink.  Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them (54-56). 



This will lead to some problems among His disciples (tomorrow’s reading). And, certainly, if 
you take Jesus’ words literally it is problematic. But Jesus often speaks metaphorically, like 
when He spoke with Nicodemus about being born again. I believe Jesus is again using figurative 
language that becomes the basis for our understanding of Communion, whereby faith, we are 
taking Jesus into our lives in a sacramental way. Spiritually, the bread and cup are His body and 
blood... His sacrificial gift on the cross for us.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

We can get bound up in the controversial closing of the paragraph or we can hear its 
repeated teaching that faith in Him (Jesus) brings eternal life and resurrection. This is repeated 
in various ways at least a dozen times, verses 29, 33, 35, 39, 40, 44, 47, 48, 51, 54,57, and 58. 

What can the church take from this passage... FAITH in Jesus guarantees eternal life. Jesus 
will not lose one given to Him... not one! 

Faith, belief in Jesus warrants Jesus’ salvation and gift of eternal life. Christians hold this and 
have done so since the beginning. It is the cornerstone of the Christian Faith. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

As John has been doing repeatedly. His words and text are buttresses for my faith. Through 
my faith in Jesus, I have eternal life and that is guaranteed not by me but by Jesus... that I shall 
lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the last day (39). 

 
 

Saturday, February 27: John 6:60-71 NIV2011 
60 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?”  
61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend 

you? 62 Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 63 The Spirit gives 
life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and 
life. 64 Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning 
which of them did not believe and who would betray him. 65 He went on to say, “This is why I told 
you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled them.”  

66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.  
67 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve.  
68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 

69 We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.”  
70 Then Jesus replied, “Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!” 71 (He 

meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, was later to betray him.) 
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
The hard saying we read yesterday is agitating some of those who were following Jesus. 

Jesus confirms that “The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life (64)”. 
And He doubles down on the truth…only those who have been called and enabled by the 
Father can come to Him. 



This seems to give an out for some, since we are told in the next verse (66) that many 
stopped following Him. Jesus then turns to the Twelve, and asks them directly if they want to 
leave. Simon the spokesperson for the Twelve exclaims, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have 
the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of 
God (68-69). 

None of the gospel writers leave the eventual betrayal of Jesus by Judas a secret. John adds 
here that Jesus called Judas a devil, to which John adds his commentary in a parenthetical note, 
(He meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, was later to betray 
him.) 

  
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Jesus will say many controversial and difficult things, true disciples trust, believe and 
continue to follow Jesus. True disciples will not bail out along the way. This passage is a call to 
all followers to continue to follow. Bailing out and stopping to follow will only confirm that one 
was not a true disciple called and enabled by the Father... 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

“Hang in there” is the word I hear from Jesus today. No matter how tough it gets. No matter 
what depressing news one hears about another scandal in the church. No matter how society 
changes and the things we believe as Christians becomes at odds with society in general. Hang 
in there.  Keep following.  Never give up... 

 
 

Sunday, February 28, 2021 - Sunday Worship  

 

 
If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA

