
The Weekly Word 
February 15-21, 2021 

 
Hello Reading the Bible readers. John chapters 3 and 4 are our focus for this week. Happy 

reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, February 15: John 3:1-22 NIV2011 
1 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 

council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.”  

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.”  

4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter 
a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”  

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You 
should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it 
pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is 
with everyone born of the Spirit.” k  

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.  
10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very truly 

I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people 
do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how 
then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the 
one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. r 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the 
wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal 
life in him.” 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name 
of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved 
darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, 
and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by 
the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been 
done in the sight of God.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Reading this large chunk gave me perspective. I don’t know if I realized before that the 
famous John 3:16 was spoken by Jesus in the conversation with Nicodemus. It never ceases to 
amaze me how I miss key elements of scripture passages. 



So this passage is Jesus’ famous conversation with Nicodemus, the Pharisee who was a 
member of the Jewish ruling council. 

After Nicodemus’ visit I was struck by the abrupt manner that Jesus changes the 
conversation (3) with His first use of the phrase ‘born again.’ Nic is puzzled not understanding 
how a person can reenter a mother’s womb. Nic is taking Jesus literally but Jesus is speaking 
figuratively. Verse 7 includes Jesus’ well known line, You must be born again. Nic remains 
befuddled. Jesus questions how he can be a teacher for Israel. 

After the conversation zigs and zags Jesus alludes to His future death –crucifixion - Just as 
Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that 
everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” And in that same sentence we hear Jesus 
saying that people who believe in Him will have eternal life. 

This leads directly to John 3:16: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life, possibly the most well 
known verse in John’s gospel. 

Seems to me that we, believers, should begin taking verses 16-18 together as a set. 16 For 
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of 
God’s one and only Son. 

The grace gift is gaining eternal life through belief in Jesus because we are already 
condemned (18b). 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Verses 16-18 is a word not only for all Christians but for the whole world. Christians aren’t 
better or more deserving... we just believe and with belief comes God’s grace gift of eternal life. 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the 
name of God’s one and only Son. 

John is relentless in this proclamation of the gospel; belief in Jesus is the door to eternal life. 
Even though this truth has been announced already in the gospel, both the conversation with 
Nicodemus and now this proclamation of Jesus to Nicodemus cements this truth even more. 

To Nicodemus... you must be born again. Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom 
of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit (5) and everyone who believes may have 
eternal life in him” (15). Belief in Jesus is the key to eternal life. 

Now come verses 16-18... the gospel. Because of God’s love for us Jesus came so that by 
believing in Jesus the condemnation that is upon us is removed and eternal life is granted.  

Like I said ‘Gospel, Good News’. Condemnation is washed away by faith in Jesus. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
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I am transported back to my ‘born again’ moment. A friend in a hotel room took out the 
Gideon Bible opened to John 3:16 read it and invited me to faith in Jesus. I accepted and my life 
was been changed forever more!!! Thanks be to God. 

Now I am a herald of God’s Good News and the change it has made in my life. Today’s 
reading reminds me of this blessed truth.  

 
 

Tuesday, February 16: John 3:22-36 NIV2011 
22 After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean countryside, where he spent some 

time with them, and baptized. 23 Now John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there 
was plenty of water, and people were coming and being baptized. 24 (This was before John was 
put in prison.) 25 An argument developed between some of John’s disciples and a certain Jew over 
the matter of ceremonial washing. 26 They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, that man who 
was with you on the other side of the Jordan—the one you testified about—look, he is baptizing, 
and everyone is going to him.”  

27 To this John replied, “A person can receive only what is given them from heaven. 28 You 
yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah but am sent ahead of him.’ 29 The bride 
belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and 
is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. 30 He 
must become greater; I must become less.”  

31 The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the 
earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He 
testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony. 33 Whoever has 
accepted it has certified that God is truthful. 34 For the one whom God has sent speaks the words 
of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit. 35 The Father loves the Son and has placed everything 
in his hands. 36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not 
see life, for God’s wrath remains on them.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The scene opens with Jesus baptizing on the other side of the river from John. A small 
dispute erupts because people are leaving John and going to Jesus.  

John is not upset by this. John understands that he has a role to play and that was to come 
ahead of the Messiah. And he has the joy of a friend awaiting the bridegroom and finally 
hearing his voice. John sums things up with the statement, He [Jesus] must become greater; I 
must become less.”  

The passage continues, but the voice of the speaker is unclear... it could be John the Baptist 
or John the author of the gospel... Either way, the paragraph underscores Jesus’ place as the 
one from above who is above all (31).  As the one from above he speaks the words of God... And 
goes on to state his primacy, The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. 
The paragraph concludes with what is becoming a very common teaching in John about finding 
life in the Son. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not 
see life, for God’s wrath remains on them. 

In this slow reading of John it is becoming absolutely clear that John is writing to persuade 
people to put their faith in Jesus. This gospel is a powerful ‘witness document.’ 
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What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage teaches us that Jesus is the one from above and that He is to be believed 
because He speaks the truth of God. Everything is placed in the Son’s hands. And those who 
believe in Him have eternal life. Belief in Jesus is the crucial belief if one wants eternal life... 

A second element of this text is the role of second place. John the Baptist is the 
quintessential second chair. He willingly grows less so that Jesus grows greater. This is 
something every follower of Jesus must learn. Ours is not to seek the limelight or the spotlight 
but to point to Jesus. Our prominence in not important... what is important is Jesus is identified 
as the one in whom people need to put their faith if they want eternal life. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I am still learning to play second fiddle. Life and ministry is not about me. As long as Jesus is 
being lifted up that is enough. Nothing else matters... nothing! 

 
 

Wednesday, February 17: John 4:1-26 NIV2011 
1 Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and baptizing more 

disciples than John—2 although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. 3 So he left 
Judea and went back once more to Galilee.  

4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near 
the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as 
he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.  

7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 
8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)  

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can 
you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)  

10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you 
would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”  

11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you 
get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank 
from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”  

13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks 
the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring 
of water welling up to eternal life.”  

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep 
coming here to draw water.”  

16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”  
17 “I have no husband,” she replied.  
Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have 

had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is 
quite true.”  

19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this 
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mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”  
21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father 

neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we 
worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now 
come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the 
kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit 
and in truth.”  

25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will 
explain everything to us.”  

26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.”  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
The woman at the well, another well known story in the Bible... 
Traveling from Jerusalem to Galilee, the central route through the land took a person 

through Samaria. Jesus, making this trip with His disciples, sends them into the local town, 
Sychar, for some food while He sits by a well for a rest about noon. A woman comes to draw 
water and Jesus strikes up a conversation asking her for a drink of water. [Note, noon is a 
strange time to draw water given it is the heat of the day. This may suggest that the woman 
didn’t normally associate with people and had to choose ‘off times’ to go to the well.] 

She recognizes the oddity of the moment that a Jew would talk with her, a Samaritan. Jesus 
quickly turns the conversation from water to ‘living water ’ that will satisfy thirst forever. She 
doesn’t grasp Jesus’ intent and longs for this living water so she will never have to draw water 
again. She asks for it. 

Jesus then tells her to go get her husband. She replies she has no husband to which Jesus 
replies, ‘You are right’.  He then reveals her life of having 5 husbands and is now living with a 
man. 

At this the woman discerns Jesus is a prophet and she steers the conversation to worship. 
The woman says that Samaritans worship here on the mountain in Sychar (OT, Shechem) but 
Jews say you have to worship in Jerusalem. Jesus reminds her that salvation comes through the 
Jews and then says, Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 
24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”  

So a time is coming when it is not the location but the posture of the heart that will define 
worship. 

The time is coming when language likely sparked thoughts of the Messiah. The world was 
ripe with belief that the time for the Messiah was upon them. When the Messiah comes He will 
explain everything, the woman says. Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.”  

The passage concludes with this powerful declaration that Jesus is the Messiah sent from 
God who will explain everything. 

  
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The overarching truth in this passage is that Jesus is the Messiah sent from God to explain 
everything. This is yet another self-declaration by Jesus of who Jesus is.  
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Within this passage is another truth about worship. 21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, 
a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 
22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is 
from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship 
the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God 
is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” No longer is Jerusalem, i.e. 
the Temple –the ‘footstool of God’, the unique place of worship on the earth. From Jesus 
onward, true worship is about worshipping in Spirit and truth. The larger context of John shows 
us that this means worshipping God through Jesus.  

Yet another teaching of this passage is that Jesus is the giver of ‘living water’ not a physical 
water but a spiritual water that gives eternal life. [B]ut whoever drinks the water I give them will 
never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life.”  

If you put all this together, the passage reveals Jesus’ identity as the Messiah of God and 
that through Him one receives eternal life (a spring of water welling up to eternal life) and is 
able to worship God anywhere they may be.   

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

My walk through John has been reinforcing who Jesus is and the gifts that come with 
knowing Jesus. Additionally, I am watching how John brings every story back to Jesus and what 
He can do for you. This is a skill I need to work on...  

 
 

Thursday, February 18: John 4:27-38 NIV2011 
27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no 

one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?”  
28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 

29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 30 They came 
out of the town and made their way toward him.  

31 Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.”  
32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.”  
33 Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?”  
34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 35 Don’t 

you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the 
fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36 Even now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop 
for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 37 Thus the saying ‘One 
sows and another reaps’ is true. 38 I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have 
done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The passage begins where yesterday’s passage left off. The disciples return to find Jesus 
talking with a woman (a bit uncommon in the day) but no one questions Jesus about it. The 
woman leaves returning to her village and immediately begins telling people about Jesus who 
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knew everything about her. She queries out loud could He be the Messiah? At her invitation the 
townspeople make their way to Jesus. 

While that is happening in town, Jesus is with the disciples who urge Jesus to eat 
something. He responds, My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 
From this baseline, Jesus invites the disciples to look at the fields ready for harvest. Others have 
prepared the fields so that they can reap the harvest. Jesus is talking about people not food; 
the disciples are harvesters of people. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Subtly, the account of the woman telling the town’s people exemplifies what all disciples 
are to do, share the wonders of Jesus and invite people to check Jesus out for themselves. 

Jesus picks up a facet of this same theme in His conversation about food with the disciples. 
His food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. And as Jesus does His 
assigned work for the Father, so the disciples are to do their assigned work for the Father. 
Theirs is to go out and reap the harvest prepared for them... share Jesus. Make His name 
known. Tell is story and invite people to Jesus, just as the woman is doing... 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I need to grow more skilled as a harvester, particularly in the one-on-one setting... 
 
 

Friday, February 19: John 4:39-42 NIV2011 
39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, 

“He told me everything I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay 
with them, and he stayed two days. 41 And because of his words many more became believers.  

42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have 
heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The woman’s testimony brought many fellow Samaritans to faith. They came with her to 
hear Jesus. Enthralled, they were invited to remain 2 days. More people came to faith in Jesus. 
They proclaimed that Jesus really is the Savior of the world. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage underscores the power of witness. When hearts are open and ready faith can 
blossom. 

It also gives us another title for Jesus, the Savior of the world. John is building a multi-
faceted picture of Jesus. When we add this title to the others previously used, like the Word, 
the only Son, Lamb of God, Son of Man, Son of God, Rabbi, Messiah, the full identity of Jesus 
grows more and more clear.  

As God’s one and only Son and God Himself, Jesus is the Savior of the world. 
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What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
Meditating upon the various names and titles used for Jesus is a rich devotional time. Savior 

of the world is now added to John’s growing list... 
Savior... I am in trouble and I need someone who can get me out of my problem. I need a 

savior.  
Of the World... Jesus is the Savior for everyone; Jew and Gentile, male and female, old and 

young. Jesus is for everyone. And we get to tell His story... 
 
 

Saturday, February 20: John 4:43-54 NIV2011 
43 After the two days he left for Galilee. 44 (Now Jesus himself had pointed out that a prophet 

has no honor in his own country.) 45 When he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him. They 
had seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the Passover Festival, for they also had been there.  

46 Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. And there 
was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. 47 When this man heard that Jesus 
had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, who 
was close to death.  

48 “Unless you people see signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never believe.”  
49 The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.”  
50 “Go,” Jesus replied, “your son will live.”  
The man took Jesus at his word and departed. 51 While he was still on the way, his servants 

met him with the news that his boy was living. 52 When he inquired as to the time when his son 
got better, they said to him, “Yesterday, at one in the afternoon, the fever left him.”  

53 Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your 
son will live.” So he and his whole household believed.  

54 This was the second sign Jesus performed after coming from Judea to Galilee. 
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
After leaving Samaria, Jesus goes to Galilee, where He was welcomed. People had seen Him 

in Jerusalem.  
While in Cana, a royal official from Capernaum whose son was near death came to Jesus 

and begged Him to heal His son. After a quick exchange about the need for a sign, Jesus simply 
said, “Go, your son will live.” 

At this in an incredible show of faith the man departed. On the way home the official met 
his servants who had good news that the son was fine. Inquiring about the time, he learned it 
was precisely when Jesus said he would live.  

John notes, this is Jesus’ second sign (miracle) in Galilee. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

While the text doesn’t say explicitly, being a ‘royal official’ likely means the man is a Gentile. 
Jesus’ primary focus was to the Jews, but that didn’t stop Him from aiding and healing Gentiles, 
too. ‘For God so loved the world’, John says in chapter 3. Jesus lives this out every time He 
touches the life of someone outside of Judaism.  
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Belief in Jesus, not bloodline or heritage, is the ticket to God’s grace. 
We also learn that Jesus does not have one way to heal. Sometimes he goes to the person 

and declares healing. Sometimes Jesus includes some kind of an action, like touching the 
person or making a poultice of mud. This time Jesus speaks a word from a distance never 
actually seeing the deathly ill boy. The power to heal comes from Jesus not the manner in 
which He chooses to execute the healing. 

This is important for believers to remember... any healing comes from Jesus and not 
particular rituals, actions or words we might speak in Jesus’ name. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage 

The Spirit continues to remind me that everyone –no matter his or her heritage, ancestry, 
etc.- is a person for whom Jesus died. Telling others about the Good News of Jesus is Jesus’ will 
and desire... 

  
 

Sunday, February 21, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 
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