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Hello Reading the Bible readers. With Ephesians behind us I want us to turn to John’s 

gospel. John’s gospel is written later than the other gospels. John is an old man and has had time to 
sift and think about the things of Jesus. His gospel, different than the synoptic gospels, fills out the 
picture of what we know about Jesus. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  
 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, February 8: John 1:1-18 NIV2011 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 

was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify 
concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he 
came only as a witness to the light.  

9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, 
and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—13 children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.  

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 
of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

15 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I 
said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ ”) 16 Out of his 
fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. 17 For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but the 
one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him 
known.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This passage is a cosmic depiction of Jesus, the word of God, who was in the beginning with 
God and was God. Where the synoptic gospels begin basically with Jesus’ birth, John begins 
before time. 

Echoing Genesis, In the beginning, John instructs that Jesus preexisted with God the Father 
before time began. And that Jesus was creator, Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made.  

Even though Jesus is God come to dwell (GK word tabernacle, alluding to the OT tabernacle, 
which was the presence of God among His people Israel) among us, people didn’t recognize 
Him (10-11). This is very sad, but also a very accurate depiction of the gospel accounts and life 
throughout the ages. 



In this passage, not only does John identify Jesus as God twice (1-3, 18), additionally John 
gives us a brief ‘how to’ on faith in Jesus that John will reinforce throughout the gospel. Yet to 
all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 
of God—13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but 
born of God. 

There is so much grandeur and wonder in this passage. To sit and read and reread it builds 
my faith. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage teaches that Jesus in God who dwells among us. 
A second universal teaching is that by receiving Jesus, by believing in His name, we are born 

of God. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
This is one of those passages for me simply to sit with, to ponder, to absorb, cosmic in 

scope.  When I rest my faith on Jesus I am resting my faith on God the one and only Son, second 
person of God’s trinity.  

 
 

Tuesday, February 9: John1:19-28  NIV2011 
19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders h in Jerusalem sent priests and 

Levites to ask him who he was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the 
Messiah.”  

21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”  
He said, “I am not.”  
“Are you the Prophet?”  
He answered, “No.”  
22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What 

do you say about yourself?”  
23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the 

wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’ ” 
24 Now the Pharisees who had been sent 25 questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you 

are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”  
26 “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. 27 He is 

the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.”  
28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
This is a connecting story. It connects the grand opening to Jesus arriving on the scene (29). 

Apparently because John the Baptist was drawing crowds, the Jewish leaders came to him and 
were quizzing him about who he was. John declared that he was not the Messiah, but 
apparently the Messiah was coming because John says “but among you stands one you do not 
know. 27 He is the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to 



untie.” The inference is clear since John understood that his calling was to prepare the way for 
the Lord (23).  It was the Lord, the Messiah who was the one coming after John and whose path 
John was preparing.  

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

We all have a part to play in advancing God’s reign in the world. John didn’t need to have a 
title, prophet or Elijah or something else. He knew his calling and he was going for it. He was 
preparing a way for the one to come after him.  

Would that every believer know her or his calling and put all they have into fulfilling God’s 
will. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God is reminding me through the life of John that I need to put everything I have into my 
calling... Oh, Lord God, I pray that I am... Amen. 

 
 

Wednesday, February 10: John 1:29-34 NIV2011 
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after 
me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but the reason I 
came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”  

32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and 
remain on him. 33 And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water 
told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize 
with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.” 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The passage works as both John the Baptist’s recognition of Jesus and a pronouncement to 
the gospel readers that Jesus is God’s Chosen One. Earlier in chapter 1 we read about the Word, 
who is God dwelling among us. The description is clearly Jesus. Now Jesus’ name is directly 
connected with God’s Chosen one.  

This passage also functions as Jesus’ ‘coming out party’. From this point on we will be 
reading about the activities, teaching and exploits of Jesus. 

Thirdly this passage illuminates Jesus as a Spirit anointed man, Then John gave this 
testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

In this passage Jesus is named as the one for whom John was acting as a forerunner. Jesus is 
God’s Chosen One.  

Note, Greek manuscripts are divided as to title John the Baptist used for Jesus in verse 34. 
One variant followed by the NIV2011 reads God’s Chosen One. This suggests that Almighty God 
chose Jesus for the task He is about to undertake. The second variant followed by the ESV and 



the older NIV translations is Son of God. This phrase would be a clear declaration the Jesus is 
God, as such it would double down on what was already made clear in the earlier section of 
chapter 1. 

Both understandings give us rich understanding on the person of Jesus. He is God’s chosen 
agent and God Himself. 

The gospel author John wastes no time in announcing Jesus’ identity to his readers! 
  

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
This passage is reminding and reinforcing for me Jesus’ identity. I am a follower of God’s 

Son, the One who lived and dwelled among us announcing God’s truth and God’s way! 
 
 

Thursday, February 11: John 1-35-51 NIV2011 
35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing 

by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”  
37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw 

them following and asked, “What do you want?”  
They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?”  
39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”  
So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about 

four in the afternoon.  
40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who 

had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We 
have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus.  

Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, 
when translated, is Peter).  

43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.”  
44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found Nathanael 

and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the 
prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  

46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.  
“Come and see,” said Philip.  
47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom 

there is no deceit.”  
48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked.  
Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.”  
49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.”  
50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater 

things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels 
of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.”  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This passage details Jesus’ calling of some of His disciples. It begins at the Jordan’s edge 
with John the Baptist seeing Jesus, recognizing Him from the other day and declaring... Look, 



the Lamb of God! It was John’s affirmation of Jesus that led two of his disciples Andrew and 
someone unnamed to begin following Jesus. 

Andrew immediately gets his brother Simon, who is renamed Cephas –Peter.  
The next day they pick up a few more disciples, Philip who gets Nathaniel. (note disciples 

are already calling other ‘disciples.’) 
Throughout the narrative Jesus is identified by a number of important names and titles, 

beginning with John the Baptist calling Him the Lamb of God. Other names and titles are: 
• Messiah” (that is, the Christ) 
• the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—

Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph 
• Rabbi,  
• you are the Son of God;  
• you are the King of Israel 
• the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This passage has a few teaching points. 
One, the allegiance that the disciples showed Jesus, dropping what they were doing, 

following him and calling friends and enlisting them as disciples.   
Likely the most important teaching in this passage is the picture it paints of Jesus and who 

He is. The names and titles noted above paint with incredible detail who Jesus is.  
Lamb of God, Messiah, Son of God, Son of Man, King of Israel, Rabbi, one prophesied about 

in the law and about whom the prophets wrote. This is an incredibly powerful picture. This 
passage underscores the identity of Jesus, which John skillfully includes in this passage about 
calling disciples. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

So far one of the big messages for me from the Spirit is the identity of Jesus, meditating on 
the various names used in this brief passage alone is a rich mine of devotion and creedal 
affirmation! 

 
 

Friday, February 12: John 2:1-12 NIV2011 
1 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and 

Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ 
mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”  

4 “Woman, x why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.”  
5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”  
6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each 

holding from twenty to thirty gallons.  
7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.  
8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”  
They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. 



He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. 
Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and 
then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best 
till now.”  

11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed 
his glory; and his disciples believed in him.  

12 After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his disciples. There 
they stayed for a few days.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Jesus changing water into vine is a well-known story. When a wedding which Jesus, his 
family and disciples were attending is almost out of wine (an embarrassment for the groom), 
Jesus’ mother asks Jesus to do something. Against Jesus’ seeming wish to stay out of it, His 
mother directs the servants to do as He says. He then proceeds to change the water in 6 large 
jugs (holding 20+gallons each). When the steward tastes the wine he is stunned at how good it 
is. By this time, late into the wedding party, most are serving cheap wine since the people are 
drunk and can’t tell the quality any longer. Jesus’ wine is the finest of the celebration. 

Only Mary, Jesus’ mother, His disciples and the steward, knew this miracle. Through this 
miracle, His first, Jesus’ disciples believe in Him. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

When Jesus does a miracle, for example, He does it exceedingly well.  
Jesus announces His identity with miracles and through them people come to believe in 

Jesus.  
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Trust Jesus... when He steps in to do something (or says He will) it will be done with 
excellence and perfection. Trust Jesus and believe in Him. 

 
 

Saturday, February 13: John 2:13-25 NIV2011 
13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the 

temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables 
exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both 
sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To 
those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a 
market!” 17 His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.” o  

18 The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do 
all this?”  

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”  
20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it 

in three days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that 
Jesus had spoken.  



23 Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Festival, many people saw the signs he was 
performing and believed in his name. 24 But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew 
all people. 25 He did not need any testimony about mankind, for he knew what was in each person. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

John tells the story of Jesus going to Jerusalem around the Passover time and finding money 
changers in the temple courts. Jesus angered, makes a whip from cords and chases the animals 
and money changers from the temple courts, over turning tables and spilling coins all about... 
decrying that they had changed His fathers house into a market. 

Questioned by what authority Jesus replied, Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in 
three days. John explains to his readers that Jesus was talking about His body not the literal 
temple, which took 46 years to build, Jesus’ questioners noted. His disciples remembered this 
after He was raised from the dead. 

During the festival, people saw His signs and put faith in Jesus, but Jesus would not trust 
Himself to them, knowing they didn’t understand the things of God and what He came to do. 

Note... John places this story at the front of his gospel where the synoptics place it during 
His last Passover shortly before His death. A person has to decide whether Jesus did this twice 
about three years apart or if all gospel writers are referring to one incident. If it is one incident, 
why would John move its location in his gospel? 

[I believe that Jesus only overturned the money changers once and that the synoptic 
gospels have the correct historical timing. This means that I believe John altered where he put 
the account and this is likely done for thematic reasons, confirming Jesus’ work early in his 
gospel narrative. Given that it is a witness document it fits with his intention of leading people 
to faith in Jesus...] 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

One…Jesus claims the temple is His father’s house... this is yet another subtle claim that He 
is God’s son. His actions show He has authority and that the temple is for worship not 
marketeering.  

This is the first indication in John about His resurrection, which means His death as well. 
Lastly…Jesus is living in a way that is regularly drawing people to faith. This is yet another 

passage that can be used to call people to faith in Jesus. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
The Spirit is reminding me that all people need to have access to God and that we the 

church (and me the believer) need to be living in a manner that opens doors for all people to 
find Jesus.  

When my church or I put up barriers, intentional or unintentional, that keeps certain types 
of people away. I am doing what Jesus saw in the Temple of His day and I need to confess this 
God dishonoring action and change my ways... 

 
 

Sunday, February 14, 2021 - Sunday Worship  



 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


