
The Weekly Word 
January 11-17, 2021 

 
Hello Reading the Bible readers. This week we finish reading Mark’s gospel, reading Mark 

15-16. Next week we will dive into Ephesians. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, January 11: Mark 15:1-15 NIV2011 
1 Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the 

whole Sanhedrin, made their plans. So they bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over to 
Pilate.  

2 “Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate.  
“You have said so,” Jesus replied.  
3 The chief priests accused him of many things. 4 So again Pilate asked him, “Aren’t you going 

to answer? See how many things they are accusing you of.”  
5 But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed.  
6 Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner whom the people requested. 7 A 

man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had committed murder in the 
uprising. 8 The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did.  

9 “Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate, 10 knowing it was out 
of self-interest that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him. 11 But the chief priests stirred 
up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead.  

12 “What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?” Pilate asked them.  
13 “Crucify him!” they shouted.  
14 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate.  
But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”  
15 Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and 

handed him over to be crucified.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
The fact that it was very early in the morning reiterates that the ‘trial’ before the Jews took 

place at night. The leaders clearly did not want the populace to know what they were doing to 
Jesus. Understanding that they (the Jewish leaders) have no power of execution, after they find 
him guilty they take Jesus to the Romans. The Jews loathed the Romans so this act of going to 
the Romans shows how desperate they are to get rid of Jesus. 

Pilate tries to interrogate Jesus but Jesus says little. Interestingly, in Jesus’ only words 
spoken before Pilate, He does not deny He is the king of the Jews. I noticed, too, that the Jews 
found Him guilty of blasphemy, yet here before Pilate they accuse Him of many things. 

Getting nowhere with Jesus and apparently not wanting to put Jesus to death (probably 
because he was afraid of a populace uprising, not any sense of true justice), Pilate resorts to a 
plan that absolves him of responsibility.  



Pilate offers the crowd a choice to free one of two men, Jesus or Barabbas. I am wondering, 
why would a crowd of Jews assemble before Pilate early in the morning. Either news got out 
and word was spreading quickly that Jesus was on trial or the Jewish leaders let the word out to 
people they knew. I suspect both were in play. Either way, the leaders start stirring up the 
crowd. The choice before the crowd: Barabbas or Jesus. Insurrectionist/murderer or miracle 
working teacher. Charles Manson or Billy Graham. The crowd chooses Barabbas… shouting 
Crucify him about Jesus. 

Pilate, whose gambit to set Jesus free lost, matter of fact, orders Jesus’ flogging and 
crucifixion. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Choices… everyone has choices.  
• The Jewish leaders chose a clandestine plan to execute Jesus because they were so 

afraid of what the populace might do.  
• Pilate chose expedience over truth and condemned Jesus to crucifixion.  
• The crowds allowed themselves to be manipulated and chose a criminal over Jesus. 

This text asks questions of all of us, “Who will you choose? What criteria will you employ to 
make your choice?” 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Who will I choose… today and every day? Will I choose Jesus over expedience and peer 
pressure? Will I choose Jesus over anyone else? These questions are easier to ask than to 
answer truly and honestly …  

 
 

Tuesday, January 12: Mark 15:16-20 NIV2011 
16 The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and called together the 

whole company of soldiers. 17 They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of 
thorns and set it on him. 18 And they began to call out to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!” 19 Again 
and again they struck him on the head with a staff and spit on him. Falling on their knees, they 
paid homage to him. 20 And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put his 
own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The Roman soldiers humiliate Jesus. The mocked Him verbally. They beat Him. They wove a 
crown of thorns and put it on Him. The beat Him with a staff on His thorn-crowned head and 
even spit on Him. All this was merely the warm up for His impending crucifixion. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Jesus died a horrific death. The Romans devised crucifixion and the pre-beatings as a 
humiliating deterrent. Crucifixion was meant to be a spectacle, saying to the world, “This is 
what we, Romans, do to people who challenge Rome”. 



Jesus mocked, humiliated, and beaten… He died as a spectacle before the ‘whole’ world. 
All I can say at this point is that this is not the end of the story. It will get worse but then it 

gets better.  
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
I write ‘Reading the Bibles’ ahead of the date they are sent out. So as I meditated and write, 

it is only 2 days after Christmas… the juxtaposition of Christmas with the arrest, trial and 
crucifixion is a vivid reminder that Jesus came and lived among us for a while for the purpose of 
atonement. The arrest, trial and crucifixion were why He was born. The cross was the only 
sacrifice that could possibly pay the sin-debt of humanity. 

This is the punishment –the cost –my sins (any your sins) deserve. Jesus’ fate should have 
been mine. Jesus endured all of this for all who believe of whom I am one. Thank You, Lord. 
Thank You, Lord! 

 
 

Wednesday, January 13: Mark 15:21-32 NIV2011 
21 A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was passing by on 

his way in from the country, and they forced him to carry the cross. 22 They brought Jesus to the 
place called Golgotha (which means “the place of the skull”). 23 Then they offered him wine mixed 
with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24 And they crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots 
to see what each would get.  

25 It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The written notice of the charge 
against him read: THE KING OF THE JEWS.  

27 They crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one on his left. [28] 29 Those who 
passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “So! You who are going to destroy 
the temple and build it in three days, 30 come down from the cross and save yourself!” 31 In the 
same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him among themselves. “He saved 
others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! 32 Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, come down 
now from the cross, that we may see and believe.” Those crucified with him also heaped insults 
on him.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Mark does not describe in detail the beatings Jesus took but in his retelling he lets us know 
how severe Jesus’ beatings were. Jesus could not carry His cross and a foreigner was 
impounded to do so. Interestingly, the foreigner’s name was recorded, Simon, the father of 
Alexander and Rufus. Recording the name suggests that the church in Rome knew Simon and/or 
his sons. Why else would an insignificant figure in the story be named?* 

Few details about the crucifixion are given…its locations, Golgotha, refusal of the flavored 
wine, dividing of His clothes and the inscription above His head. The inscription is significant, 
THE KING OF THE JEWS. Now and for posterity Jesus’ crime is recorded. Probably meant by Pilate as 
an insult to Jews, but for people of Christian faith it stands as our deepest held belief.  

Rebels, criminals were alongside of Jesus, reminding us that Jesus was crucified as a rebel 
and criminal of the state. In Mark’s retelling even the criminals insult Jesus. Throughout the 
arrest and trial everyone has rejected and insulted Jesus, the Jewish Leaders, the Romans and 



the Jewish people crying, “Crucify Him”. Now even the rabble of the populace insult and reject 
Him.  

Jesus was deserted and rejected by the people He came to save… 

*Note: I researched Cyrene and this is what I learned. Cyrene is located in Africa on the 
northeastern Mediterranean shore of modern-day Libya. Simon of Cyrene was forced by the 
Romans to help carry Jesus' cross to Golgotha after He was too weak to do so Himself (Mark 
15:21 also Matthew 27:32). Cyrenians were in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost when the 
Christian church was born (Acts 2:10) and were among the many baptized that day. Those from 
Cyrene were also some of the earliest Christians who preached the gospel to non-Jews (Acts 
11:20, 13:1). 

Additionally, Rufus is mentioned in Romans 16:13. We don’t know if this is the same Rufus 
of Mark 15:21, but given that Mark’s gospel is believed to have been written in Rome, the 
probability is high that they are the same person, which helps explains why Simon along with 
his son’s are named in the gospel.   

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Jesus was crucified, an outcast, rejected by the world He came to save. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
The slow reading of Jesus’ final hours provides ample time for me to ponder the sacrifice my 

Savior made for me and for all His people… allowing me the reverential thought that Jesus’ gift 
merits.   

 
 

Thursday, January 14: Mark15:33-41 NIV2011 
33 At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34 And at three in 

the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”). 

35 When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.”  
36 Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to 

drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him down,” he said.  
37 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.  
38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 39 And when the centurion, 

who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!”  
40 Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary 

the mother of James the younger and of Joseph, and Salome. 41 In Galilee these women had 
followed him and cared for his needs. Many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem 
were also there.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Jesus has been hanging on the cross for 3 hours when this account begins. Another 3 hours 
sweeps by in a single sentence. Finally at 3 pm, six hours after the nails were driven through His 



flesh to hold Him to the cross Jesus died. The words He cries out are the opening line of Psalm 
22. I took a side trip and read Psalm 22, a psalm of David it has many allusions and connections 
to Jesus hanging on the cross. Here are a few verses: 

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart has turned to 
wax; it has melted within me. My mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to 
the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death. Dogs surround me, a pack of villains 
encircles me; they pierce my hands and my feet. All my bones are on display; people stare 
and gloat over me. They divide my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment. (Psalm 
22:14-18). 
As Jesus breathed His last, two notable events occurred. One the curtain in the temple was 

torn in two from top to bottom and the centurion calls out, “Surely this man was the Son of 
God!”  

Women remain at the cross through the entire ordeal, watching and taking everything in.  
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Four teachings latch on to me as I read today. 
One, scripture connects with all of life. Even this heinous event found of the cross has a 

connection in scripture. Jesus cries out with words from Psalm 22. Scripture offers believers a 
refuge and words for any situation. 

Two, the tearing of the temple curtain from top to bottom is symbolic of Jesus’ death on the 
cross. The curtain separated the people from the holy of holies, the place where God resides 
within the temple. Torn from top to bottom, all people now have access to the seat of God. 
Only priests, the high priest, had access.  Now with atonement made by Jesus, all people have 
access to God through Jesus. 

Three, Mark 1:1: The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God. 
With the centurion’s words Mark has now made his point that Jesus is Messiah (8:29) and the 
Son of God (15:39). It is also notable that Peter, a Jew, makes the first confession and now a 
Roman Centurion makes the second. Jesus has come for all people Jew and Gentile alike. 

Four, women play a prominent role in Jesus’ ministry. Women remain to the bitter end as 
Mark closes Jesus’ death account. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Jesus provides access for all people to come into God’s presence. Jew and Gentile recognize 
Jesus for who He is, Messiah and Son of God. As a disciple it is my task to bear witness to Jesus 
that those whom God has called may be ushered into God’s family.  

 
 

Friday, January 15: Mark15:42-47 NIV2011 
42 It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So as evening approached, 

43 Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself waiting for the 
kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. 44 Pilate was surprised to hear 
that he was already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died. 
45 When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph. 46 So Joseph 



bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut 
out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 47 Mary Magdalene and Mary 
the mother of Joseph saw where he was laid.  
 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Mark introduces a new character, Joseph of Arimathea. As a member of the council he was 
among the Jewish religious leaders. Joseph asked permission of Pilate to bury Jesus’ body. 
Pilate upon confirming Jesus was dead gave permission. It was certainly a risk for Joseph to 
bury Jesus’ body, since it seems to communicate that he believed in Jesus. [Mark does not 
clarify Joseph’s faith in Jesus.]  

Joseph took Jesus’ dead body off the cross, wrapped it in cloths and then laid the body in a 
tomb sealing it with a large rock.  

Interesting that the women who were at the cross are the only ones to watch this action. 
Had the two Marys remained at the cross even after Jesus’ death and on into the evening? It 
seems so… 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

This paragraph moves the account of Jesus’ death toward conclusion. Jesus is confirmed 
dead by a Roman guard and Pilate. A kindly Jew buries Jesus’ body. And two of the woman 
witness all this and know where the body of Jesus is laid. 

The paragraph confirms Jesus’ death, which allows the Creeds of the faith to affirm with 
certainty, Jesus was crucified, died and was buried. 

I continue to marvel at the place of the women. As the story unfolds in Mark, the women 
are the ones who literally stand by Jesus to the bitter end…His burial.  

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
The Spirit’s nudge comes from that last line I wrote… standing with Jesus till the bitter end. 

Will I display the passion, love and fortitude of the two Marys who stood by Jesus’ side despite 
the horror they had to witness and any derision they might have encountered from jeering 
crowds or religious leaders? They maintained their post of watching… They alone refused to 
allow Jesus to die alone. They truly loved Him to the end.  

“Will I,” the Spirit asks? 
 
 

Saturday, January 16: Mark 16:1-8 NIV2011 
1 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 

bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day of the week, 
just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other, “Who will roll 
the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?”  

4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled 
away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the 
right side, and they were alarmed.  

6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He 



has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, 
‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’ ”  

8 Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing 
to anyone, because they were afraid. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The two Marys who watched Jesus die and be buried, rise early in the morning and head to 
the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body. When they arrive at the tomb the stone sealing the tomb is 
rolled away. Going inside they find a young man but no body of Jesus… frightened, the man 
says to them, 6 “Don’t be alarmed. You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. 
He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and 
Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’ ”  

Bewildered they flee from the tomb 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Mark’s gospel certainly ends on a strange note, bewildered women fleeing and confused. 
Even though they are struggling to process what they have just found, these women who had 
been with Jesus to the end are entrusted as the first evangelists of His resurrection. They have a 
message to give to the disciples. 

Notice they are told to tell the disciples and Peter. Mark is the only gospel to include the 
specific reference to Peter. The two words, and Peter carry an incredible message of love and 
redemption. The last time we saw Peter in the gospel he was reduced to tears at the hearing of 
the rooster crow having just denied knowing Jesus 3 times. Now Jesus is calling attention to 
Peter that Jesus will meet him in Galilee… just as he told you. What those words must have 
communicated. 

And what those words must have meant to people in Rome undergoing intense 
persecution. Surely some of them caved and denied Jesus as well. Could they find redemption 
and be given fellowship within the church again? The message of this text is, ‘yes’, just like 
Peter. 

The tomb is empty and redemption is available to all who believe! 
  

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
The Spirit is telling me that even when I am confused and scared, even terrified, God is with 

me and God can and will use me for His glory and advancement of God’s name across the earth.  
 
 

Sunday, January 17, 2021 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 



If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 


