
The Weekly Word 
December 28, 2020- January 3, 2021 

 
Greetings, Reading the Bible readers. This week we close out 2020.  Our reading will take us 

through Mark 11 & 12. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, December 28: Mark11:1-111 NIV2011 
1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, 

Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you 
enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If 
anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here 
shortly.’ ”  

4 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, 5 some 
people standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6 They answered as Jesus 
had told them to, and the people let them go. 7 When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw 
their cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread 
branches they had cut in the fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted,  

“Hosanna!”  

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  

10 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!”  

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  

11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked around at everything, 
but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Commonly called Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, it is the event we celebrate on Palm 
Sunday. In a prearranged plan Jesus is given a donkey to ride upon into Jerusalem. People 
began to spread their cloaks before Him and wave branches at Him as they shouted: 

“Hosanna!”  
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” i  
10 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!”  
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  

Being late when Jesus arrives in Jerusalem He leaves for Bethany where He will spend the night. 
 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 



There are so many layers to this account. It is a dramatic enactment of Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice 
greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and 
victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. This prophecy portrays 
God’s peaceful entrance into Jerusalem. Thus, the enactment declares Jesus, King of Israel! 

The anticipation grows as people line Jesus’ route and shout His praises using messianic 
phrases from the psalms!!!  

“Hosanna!”  
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” i  
10 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!”  
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  

Hosanna means save. The people are crying for Jesus to save them. How prophetic is that?! He 
enters Jerusalem to shouts of save us (!), which of course He will do but in a way no one 
anticipates. 

This passage is a dramatic declaration of who Jesus is, the messianic king entering His 
beloved city. And this passage bids us as followers to shout His praises… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Spirit is calling me to join with the throngs and shout that Jesus is Messiah… I know of 
no crowd today that is forming to shout Jesus’ praises. But every weekend crowds gather to 
praise Him in worship. Will I commit to be among them? Yes, I will. 

And every day in big and small ways I get to offer praise to the Lord in the way I live. 
Oh, that I will be faithful all my days to praise my coming King Jesus.  
 
 

Tuesday, December 29: Mark 11:12-26 NIV2011 
12 The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 13 Seeing in the distance a fig 

tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, 
because it was not the season for figs. 14 Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from 
you again.” And his disciples heard him say it.  

15 On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began driving out those who 
were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches 
of those selling doves, 16 and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple 
courts. 17 And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house of 
prayer for all nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’”  

18 The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to kill 
him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching.  

19 When evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city.  
20 In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. 21 Peter 

remembered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!”  
22 “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. 23 “Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, 

throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will 
happen, it will be done for them. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe 
that you have received it, and it will be yours. 25 And when you stand praying, if you hold anything 
against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.” [26]  



 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This passage is ripe with meaning (pun intended). 
We begin with the fig tree account, which brackets Jesus’ cleansing the temple. Jesus finds 

the fig tree with leaves but no fruit. Mark even tells us that it was not the season for figs. Jesus 
then curses the fig tree (see verse 21)so that it will never bear fruit again. This is a strange word 
to speak to a tree that no one anticipated would have fruit. When they leave the city and pass 
the tree on the way home it is withered and dead. And the disciples all make note of this. 

In between the opening and closing story of the fig tree lies Jesus’ day in Jerusalem which 
saw Him enter the temple and drive out the money changers. Making the bold statement, “Is it 
not written: ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it ‘a 
den of robbers.’” At this, the chief priests and teachers of the law amp up their plot against 
Jesus because of His growing popularity among the people. 

After the conclusion of the fig tree event, there is a final paragraph about the power of 
believing prayer. 

This is a rich passage deserving of more time and ink than one morning devotion. 
 

What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

God’s Word for His church in this reading… One overarching theme is the power of Jesus’ 
words. He speaks against a fig tree and it withers. He declares His authority over the temple 
and chases our money changers, who are there with permission of the Jewish leadership. Jesus 
does these actions declaring the Word of God (Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11).  

The cursing of the fig tree is understood by scholars more as a living parable than a direct 
assault against the tree, since it was not the season for figs to be on the tree. Seizing on the 
imagery in the OT that the fig tree is Israel, it appears this is a prophetic action against Israel 
who should be producing fruit but is not. The scene of cleansing the temple is a case in point. 
The temple should be a place where all can come to pray to the living God. But Israel’s 
leadership has allowed commerce to commandeer the area of the temple set aside for Gentiles, 
thus effectively baring Gentiles from the presence of and prayer to God almighty. Israel is not 
bearing the fruit God longed for when He first called Israel through Abram declaring; …all 
peoples on earth will be blessed through you (Genesis 12:3). 

This stands as a strong word to God’s church that we must NOT make the same mistake. We 
must make sure we are constantly inviting all nations to the Lord to be blessed by Him. Mark 
doesn’t have a great commission text, but certainly this is a great commission-esk passage! We, 
Jesus’ disciples, God’s people, are to be a blessing to all peoples on the earth. And the greatest 
blessing we can bring is the rule and reign of Jesus to every corner of the globe. 

With this as a backdrop Jesus teaches the disciples about the efficacy of believing pray. In 
unequivocal terms Jesus tells disciples of all ages, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that 
you have received it, and it will be yours. The example Jesus uses is casting the mountain into 
the sea. This illustration sparked a remembering of prophetic word from Isaiah that Every valley 
shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the 
rugged places a plain. And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it 
together. For the mouth of the LORD has spoken (Isaiah 40:4-5).  



It is important that the absolute nature of this text be balanced with other scriptures where 
God doesn’t answer prayer in the way we want (see 2Cor 13) or the need to ask according to 
God’s will. This is not a get everything we want by believing statement as some would make it 
out to be! More so, in light of the potential Isaiah connection and the context of the fig tree and 
temple cleansing, this may well be a call to be praying for the advance of God’s rule and reign 
around the globe. And that is a prayer the certainly accords with the revealed will of God in 
scripture. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

For me, the Spirit is reminding me of my call to pray for the world and the advance of Jesus’ 
name around the world. I have grown lax in recent months. I think COVID has caused me to 
lower my gaze to my circle and I have lost some of the fervor to be praying for the worldwide 
advance of the gospel. God is chiding me to lift my gaze and pray for His heartbeat, which is 
that people will know that Jesus is Savior of the world.  

 
 

Wednesday, December 30: Mark 11:27-33 NIV2011 
27 They arrived again in Jerusalem, and while Jesus was walking in the temple courts, the chief 

priests, the teachers of the law and the elders came to him. 28 “By what authority are you doing 
these things?” they asked. “And who gave you authority to do this?”  

29 Jesus replied, “I will ask you one question. Answer me, and I will tell you by what authority 
I am doing these things. 30 John’s baptism—was it from heaven, or of human origin? Tell me!”  

31 They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then 
why didn’t you believe him?’ 32 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’ …” (They feared the people, for 
everyone held that John really was a prophet.)  

33 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”  
Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.” 
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 
The Jewish leaders are desperate to catch Jesus in a statement that would allow them to 

arrest him and remove Him from the scene. They come straight for Him… If Jesus tells them He 
is doing it by God’s authority, then they can twist that against Him. 

Jesus, deft to their ploy, answers their question with one of His own. You answer this and I’ll 
answer your question. When He poses one about John the Baptist’s origins, they are caught in a 
bind, so they choose not to answer. So, Jesus then refuses to answer them. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

In the deliberations of the Jewish leaders over Jesus’ question, the leaders weight their 
options. Say John is from God and they risk answering why they didn’t believe him. Answer not 
from God and the people might rebel since the people believed John to be a prophet. They 
refuse to answer at all. 

The Jewish leaders were all about expediency, not truth. The Jewish leaders place their 
position above truth and honorability. Jesus exposes them for who they are. 



This passage shows the contrast between Jesus’ forthrightness and the Jewish leaders 
duplicity. God honors truth above personal expediency. 

  
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Spirit is reminding me to not to attempt to outsmart God. God will prevail and I will be 
exposed. Be truthful with the Lord and about the Lord… no matter what people will react or 
respond to me… 

 
 

Thursday, December 31: Mark 12:1-17 NIV2011 
1 Jesus then began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a vineyard. He put a wall 

around it, dug a pit for the winepress and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to 
some farmers and moved to another place. 2 At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants to 
collect from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. 3 But they seized him, beat him and sent him 
away empty-handed. 4 Then he sent another servant to them; they struck this man on the head 
and treated him shamefully. 5 He sent still another, and that one they killed. He sent many others; 
some of them they beat, others they killed.  

6 “He had one left to send, a son, whom he loved. He sent him last of all, saying, ‘They will 
respect my son.’  

7 “But the tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him, and the inheritance 
will be ours.’ 8 So they took him and killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard.  

9 “What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and kill those tenants and give 
the vineyard to others. 10 Haven’t you read this passage of Scripture:  

“ ‘The stone the builders rejected  
has become the cornerstone;  

11 the Lord has done this,  
and it is marvelous in our eyes’?”  

12 Then the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders looked for a way to arrest him 
because they knew he had spoken the parable against them. But they were afraid of the crowd; 
so they left him and went away.  

13 Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch him in his words. 
14 They came to him and said, “Teacher, we know that you are a man of integrity. You aren’t 
swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are; but you teach the way of God 
in accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not? 15 Should we pay 
or shouldn’t we?”  

But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. “Why are you trying to trap me?” he asked. “Bring me a 
denarius and let me look at it.” 16 They brought the coin, and he asked them, “Whose image is 
this? And whose inscription?”  

“Caesar’s,” they replied.  
17 Then Jesus said to them, “Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.”  
And they were amazed at him.  
 

What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 



The passage opens with Jesus speaking a parable against the Jewish leaders. Verse 12 
makes this clear, Then the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders looked for a way 
to arrest him because they knew he had spoken the parable against them. But they were afraid 
of the crowd; so they left him and went away. The parable uses the imagery of a vineyard for 
Israel and the tenants –the leaders –are not listening to the owner –God. Ultimately they kill 
the son, the heir, in the hopes of keeping the vineyard for themselves. The plot fails and the 
Owner –God –gives the vineyard to another set of tenants.  

Recognizing that they need to do something about Jesus, the Jewish leaders team up with 
Herodians to trap him with a question of loyalty… paying taxes to Caesar. The desperation of 
the Jewish leaders is highlighted in that they were willing to partner with Herodians. Jewish 
leaders would normally never partner with people loyal to Herod and Caesar. And by having 
both camps present when they questioned Jesus they were sure to catch Him no matter how 
He answered. Or so they thought.  Jesus outwits them giving His iconic reply, “Give back to 
Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The parable against the Jewish leaders isn’t primarily a word for the church. It does, 
however, remind us that the Lord has a mission to advance and we are wise to stay on God’s 
course, doing His bidding rather than somehow thinking we are blessed and above rebuke if we 
stray from God’s path. 

The subsequent question and Jesus’ answer is a separate matter. It has direct bearing on all 
God’s people. “Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” Generally 
speaking obedience to God does not interfere with obedience to governmental or national law. 
This means as people of faith we should pay our taxes faithfully as we pay our tithes faithfully. 
We are to be faithful to God and the laws of our government. 

Now, should faith in God collide directly with national law or edict then?  As disciples our 
first allegiance is to God and His law. This conflict is not covered in this passage but the New 
Testament speaks to this elsewhere. In Acts 5:29, Peter and John are ordered to stop telling 
people about Jesus, Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than 
human beings! In most instances, however, honoring country and obey laws does not interfere 
with faith in Jesus. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

God’s Word to me is about my use of money. One side of the Spirit’s nudge this day is, “am I 
paying my fair share in my taxes”? But even more strongly God is reminding me of the flip side 
of Jesus’ statement, “rendering to God what is God’s”.  Since all of me belongs to God, my first 
allegiance is to give my heart and mind and soul and strength to the Lord. This means I need to 
take stock in how faithfully I am living for and unto the Lord… 

 
 

Friday, January 1, 2021: Mark 12:18-34 NIV2011 
18 Then the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him with a question. 

19 “Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but no 



children, the man must marry the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 20 Now there were 
seven brothers. The first one married and died without leaving any children. 21 The second one 
married the widow, but he also died, leaving no child. It was the same with the third. 22 In fact, 
none of the seven left any children. Last of all, the woman died too. 23 At the resurrection whose 
wife will she be, since the seven were married to her?”  

24 Jesus replied, “Are you not in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of 
God? 25 When the dead rise, they will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the 
angels in heaven. 26 Now about the dead rising—have you not read in the Book of Moses, in the 
account of the burning bush, how God said to him, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob’? 27 He is not the God of the dead, but of the living. You are badly mistaken!”  

28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given 
them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”  

29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength.’ m 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ n There 
is no commandment greater than these.”  

32 “Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and there is 
no other but him. 33 To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your 
strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and 
sacrifices.”  

34 When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the 
kingdom of God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.  

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The Sadducees, one sect of Jewish leaders, tried to stump Jesus with a question about life in 
eternity. (Sadducees don’t believe in resurrection). It is a convoluted story about a woman who 
had 7 husbands due to untimely deaths and they want to know whose husband she will be in 
eternity. Jesus answers they don’t understand eternity. There won’t be marriage then as now, 
people will live single lives like angels. 

Someone overhearing Jesus’ wise answer asks which is the most important commandment. 
To this Jesus replies, “Loving God and loving neighbor”.  At this the man congratulates Jesus for 
again being correct. Jesus snaps with a penetrating reply, “You are not far from the kingdom of 
God.” 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

One teaching for the church is that eternity will be different than present life. Marriage will 
not be a reality in heaven. Instead, all people will be like angels, which suggests that family 
relationships will not be as they are this side of eternity. We will be individuals who are part of 
God’s family, worshipping and glorifying him. One way I can hold this is that in eternity we are 
all siblings in God’s family, not nuclear families of our own. 

Then we come to the great commandment, which is, “to love God and neighbors”. This is 
the call for Christ followers. And the ‘neighbors’ we know from other NT passages means 
anyone we meet. We are to be people who love!  



The man who posed the question affirms Jesus’ reply to the man is instructing. Jesus says, 
“You are not far from the kingdom of God.” The distance the man needed to bridge to get in the 
kingdom of God was faith in Jesus. The man clearly understood the scriptures, but he still 
needed to take the step of faith in Jesus, the One to whom the scriptures point. 

As a teaching the affirms the need for faith in Jesus. Knowing the scripture without faith in 
Jesus does not gain us eternal life. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The glory of heaven will be the presence of God, the nearness of God not being able to spend 
time with my loved ones. God will be so much of our focus in eternity that earthly joys and 
relationships will pale due to the nearness of God. I need to allow this teaching to soak into me, 
it is not what is often taught regarding heaven. 

 
 

Saturday, January 2: Mark 12:35-44 NIV2011 
35 While Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, he asked, “Why do the teachers of the law 

say that the Messiah is the son of David? 36 David himself, speaking by the Holy Spirit, declared:  

“ ‘The Lord said to my Lord:  
“Sit at my right hand  

until I put your enemies  
under your feet.” ’ v  

37 David himself calls him ‘Lord.’ How then can he be his son?”  
The large crowd listened to him with delight.  
38 As he taught, Jesus said, “Watch out for the teachers of the law. They like to walk around in 

flowing robes and be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39 and have the most important 
seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at banquets. 40 They devour widows’ houses and 
for a show make lengthy prayers. These men will be punished most severely.”  

41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd 
putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 42 But a 
poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents.  

43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into 
the treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, 
put in everything—all she had to live on.” 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The heart of the passage begins with Jesus’ warning to watch out for the teachers of the 
law.  These men are portrayed as hypocrites and their punishment will be most severe.  

After this warning Jesus notices people putting money in the offering. Rich people give big 
offerings, but it is a poor widow who catches Jesus’ eye. She put in two insignificant coins –the 
least valuable in the realm. Calling His disciples, Jesus seizes a teaching moment. “Truly I tell 
you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of 
their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.” 

 



What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

The warning about not being like the teachers of the law, is a word to the church and 
particularly her leaders to be leaders of honor and integrity. Flashy dress, doing spiritual things 
like prayer for show and taking advantage of vulnerable people we gain a severe punishment. 

People of God’s church and particularly leaders must exhibit integrity, care and love for 
others. Representing Jesus in such a means for power or finer things of life (flashy clothes). 
Considering this I am reminded that Jesus has already told His followers that the great is the 
servant of all (see Mark 10:43-44). 

The story of the poor widow emphasizes that God measures giving not by the amount but 
the heart giving the amount. This widow was all in for the Lord. She literally gave everything to 
God. Monetarily the amount made no difference in the Temple’s coffers, but God credited her 
with extreme generosity. And she would not loose her reward with the Lord. The word to 
believers, give from your heart and then whatever the amount God will be honored and 
blessed. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Recently another ‘celebrity’ pastor has fallen. Fame and success seems to have won the day 
in his heart and he fell into moral failure. Reading about the teachers in the law with thei,r 
flowing clothes and loving the respect they were accorded struck a loud gong and warning for 
me. The perks of recognition were enjoyed and they used this perk for ill gain, taking advantage 
of vulnerable women. Jesus’ Words, They devour widows’ houses. This speaks more of taking 
financial advantage of them rather than moral failure with them.   

All of this leads me to God’s Word to me… beware Bill. Don’t ever use your position as 
pastor for anything more than a chance to serve. Being a pastor/church leader is a calling to 
serve, not for financial gain or prestige. Lead like Jesus and His apostles, humbly. Prestige, fame, 
and the like are snares, beware! 

 
Sunday, January 3, 2021 - Sunday Worship  

 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 


