
The Weekly Word 
December 7 – 13, 2020 

 
Hello ‘Reading the Bible’ readers. Please keep your feedback coming as I work on a new 

format for this blog.  Mark 5-6 are up this week. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, December 7: Mark 5:1-20 NIV2011 
1 They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. 2 When Jesus got out of the boat, 

a man with an impure spirit came from the tombs to meet him. 3 This man lived in the tombs, and 
no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain. 4 For he had often been chained hand and 
foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to 
subdue him. 5 Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself 
with stones.  

6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. 7 He shouted 
at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In God’s 
name don’t torture me!” 8 For Jesus had said to him, “Come out of this man, you impure spirit!”  

9 Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”  
“My name is Legion,” he replied, “for we are many.” 10 And he begged Jesus again and again 

not to send them out of the area.  
11 A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. 12 The demons begged Jesus, “Send 

us among the pigs; allow us to go into them.” 13 He gave them permission, and the impure spirits 
came out and went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep 
bank into the lake and were drowned.  

14 Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people 
went out to see what had happened. 15 When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had 
been possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they 
were afraid. 16 Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the demon-possessed 
man—and told about the pigs as well. 17 Then the people began to plead with Jesus to leave their 
region.  

18 As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go 
with him. 19 Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your own people and tell them how much 
the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 20 So the man went away and 
began to tell in the Decapolis x how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

This passage tells the story of healing a non-Israelite man who is possessed with a legion of 
demons. The man has been ostracized from the community and lived out in the hills. Originally 
shackled by chains the man broke those chains and roams freely. 

When healed the man pleaded to go with Jesus but Jesus said no telling the man to tell 
others how much Jesus had done for him. All of this took place in the region of the Gerasenes, 
which is not in Israel but in the neighboring area of the Decapolis. 



  
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

I see a few layers in this passage that speak to Christ followers everywhere.  
One, Jesus has dominion over the forces of evil; they know it and through this and other 

texts we know it.  
Two, although Jesus’ primary preaching venue was within Israel, Mark (and for that matter 

all gospel writers) include his reaching out to people beyond Israel. The message of Jesus knows 
no human borders. The message of Jesus is for everyone. 

Three, the ministry of Jesus can be frightening. His displays of power and teachings can be 
uncomfortable for people. In this story people even ask Jesus to leave their area. 

Four, the best evangelists and witnesses are indigenous people. Even though Jesus and His 
power frightened the people, Jesus didn’t give up on them. Instead He commissioned the 
healed demon-possessed man to go back to his people to tell them how much Jesus had done 
for him. Witness and evangelism is simply telling people what Jesus has done for us. This of 
course implies that we know what Jesus has done for us and that we have experienced more 
than just mental recognition of Jesus. 

There is a great deal in this passage… certainly even more than I have noted. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
For me the message of this passage is straightforward: don’t complicate the message of 

Jesus… tell people what I have experienced in Jesus. And go first to people with whom I relate, 
they are my natural circle of witness. Then as Jesus calls me to expand my circle go where He 
directs… 

 
 

Tuesday, December 8: Mark 5:21-43 NIV2011 
21 When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large crowd 

gathered around him while he was by the lake. 22 Then one of the synagogue leaders, named 
Jairus, came, and when he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet. 23 He pleaded earnestly with him, “My 
little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and 
live.” 24 So Jesus went with him.  

A large crowd followed and pressed around him. 25 And a woman was there who had been 
subject to bleeding for twelve years. 26 She had suffered a great deal under the care of many 
doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. 27 When she heard 
about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28 because she thought, 
“If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed.” 29 Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in 
her body that she was freed from her suffering.  

30 At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd 
and asked, “Who touched my clothes?”  

31 “You see the people crowding against you,” his disciples answered, “and yet you can ask, 
‘Who touched me?’ ”  

32 But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. 33 Then the woman, knowing what 
had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. 



34 He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your 
suffering.”  

35 While Jesus was still speaking, some people came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue 
leader. “Your daughter is dead,” they said. “Why bother the teacher anymore?”  

36 Overhearing what they said, Jesus told him, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.”  
37 He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James. 38 When 

they came to the home of the synagogue leader, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and 
wailing loudly. 39 He went in and said to them, “Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is 
not dead but asleep.” 40 But they laughed at him.  

After he put them all out, he took the child’s father and mother and the disciples who were 
with him, and went in where the child was. 41 He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha 
koum!” (which means “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”). 42 Immediately the girl stood up and 
began to walk around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished. 43 He 
gave strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and told them to give her something to eat. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

Mark weaves two significant healings together, interesting that both feature the number 
12. There is the healing of Jairus’ daughter and the woman with the issue of blood. The woman 
who could not be helped by doctors* was immediately healed by touching Jesus’ cloak. And 
then, even more amazingly, Jesus brings back to life Jairus’ daughter. Healings are amazing but 
in raising the dead, Jesus shows His dominion over life and death. 

 
*Interesting note, in recording this account Luke, who is a doctor, leaves out the negative 

reference to doctors, suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors. Instead Luke was 
simply saying ‘no one was able to heal her‘ J. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

One thing learned is that faith in Jesus is an ingredient in healing miracles. Jairus believed 
and put his faith in Jesus to be able to heal is daughter. The woman desperate believed that if 
she just touched Jesus she would be healed. In both of these cases it was Jesus who healed but 
faith somehow was an activating agent in the lives of the people healed. We need to be careful 
not to turn faith into some kind of human ‘work’ that results in healing. Yet, it is still a standard 
ingredient in many healings. 

Another meaning is that Jesus is Lord of life and death. Bringing back a person from the 
dead is well beyond healing a shriveled hand or an issue of blood.  Mark is filling in the brush 
strokes in the portrait of Jesus as Lord! These are two more indicators or proofs of what the 
disciples will soon declare through Peter, the spokesperson of the group. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Believe… believe in Jesus. He can do more than I could ask or even imagine… this is what the 
Spirit is confirming in me today. 

 
 



Wednesday, December 9: Mark 6:1-13 NIV2011 
1Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his disciples. 2 When the Sabbath 

came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed.  
“Where did this man get these things?” they asked. “What’s this wisdom that has been given 

him? What are these remarkable miracles he is performing? 3 Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this 
Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?” 
And they took offense at him.  

4 Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own town, among his 
relatives and in his own home.” 5 He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a 
few sick people and heal them. 6 He was amazed at their lack of faith.  

Then Jesus went around teaching from village to village. 7 Calling the Twelve to him, he began 
to send them out two by two and gave them authority over impure spirits.  

8 These were his instructions: “Take nothing for the journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, 
no money in your belts. 9 Wear sandals but not an extra shirt. 10 Whenever you enter a house, stay 
there until you leave that town. 11 And if any place will not welcome you or listen to you, leave 
that place and shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them.”  

12 They went out and preached that people should repent. 13 They drove out many demons and 
anointed many sick people with oil and healed them. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The passage begins with Jesus’ return home. Coming home as a religious leader can be 
difficult because everyone knows your former life, your origins and the ‘new’ you is a challenge 
to their preconceptions.  Although amazed by His teachings in the synagogue, people had a 
steep hurdle to cross to get to belief. Not many made that leap and as a result Jesus’ ability to 
do miracles was inhibited (7). 

Verse three shows the difficulty people who knew Jesus and His family had in believing Him 
to be a religious teacher. That verse closes with an indictment of the people, they took offense 
at him. Offense! Offense at solid teaching all because they knew hHs family history? The cloud 
of unbelief can be thick.  

From this point on the passage takes a turn. Jesus names the twelve and sends them out 
two-by-two to preach and demonstrate the authority of the kingdom in neighboring towns. For 
the first time the disciples in the name of Jesus preach and heal! 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

As I have come to appreciate there are a number of layers in this portion of scripture. 
The first portion in Jesus’ hometown reinforces the role of faith in belief and 

demonstrations of kingdom power and authority. I need to note that it is faith in Jesus, not faith 
in ‘being healed’ as some faith preachers want us to believe. My faith in my healing cannot will 
my healing. Faith in Jesus can pave the way to healing should Jesus choose to heal. It is worth 
observing that preconceived notions of who Jesus is can affect a person’s ability to believe. (A 
thought…Muslims believe Jesus is a prophet. This is a potential starting place if the Lord opens 
the door to share faith with someone from Muslim faith. But, with the aid of the God, you will 



need to help them move past their preconceived understand of Jesus to the new reality that He 
is more than a prophet, He is God.) 

From the disappointment of going home, Jesus and His crew venture out to neighboring 
cities. Here we are given our first glimpse of the role disciples have and will play in advancing 
Jesus name around the world.  

The disciples, as green as they are and despite their limited understanding, are sent out two 
by two and gave them authority over impure spirits (7). Two aspects of this sending strike me. 
One, they are not sent out alone but in pairs.  I am wondering if we miss this element of Jesus’ 
charge. Too often in my world we are lone ranger Christians. I wonder if we miss the strength, 
protection, joy and balance of shared ministry. 

Message and authority form the legs of Jesus’ commissioned ministry in this passage. The 
faith Jesus initiated is not just information; it is the power of God breaking in and taking back 
ground from the enemy. Advancing Jesus’ message is a spiritual battle and Jesus has equipped 
those He sent for the task. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Spreading the message of God is the overriding passion for Jesus. He goes home, not to be 
with family but to teach in the synagogue and demonstrate the breaking in to the kingdom with 
healing and authority over impure spirits. When that door closes, He commissions twelve 
others and sends them out with the message and authority.  

What am I hearing from the Spirit? … spreading the message of Jesus with teaching and 
action (authority to break the stronghold of evil in the world). I absolutely believe in the 
removal of impure spirits from individual lives. But I also believe that when people, who are 
called of God, take on structural evil –Wilberforce and the slave trade; Quaker abolitionists in 
the US –they, too, do so in the authority of Jesus. And those battles are equally important. 

So the Spirit is saying… GO out in Jesus’ name. Tell people the message of Jesus and 
demonstrate that, as God calls you, which will include taking on evil in various forms in this 
world.  

 
 

Thursday, December 10: Mark 6:14-29 NIV2011 
14 King Herod heard about this, for Jesus’ name had become well known. Some were saying, 

“John the Baptist has been raised from the dead, and that is why miraculous powers are at work 
in him.”  

15 Others said, “He is Elijah.”  
And still others claimed, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of long ago.”  
16 But when Herod heard this, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised from the 

dead!”  
17 For Herod himself had given orders to have John arrested, and he had him bound and put in 

prison. He did this because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, whom he had married. 18 For 
John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19 So Herodias 
nursed a grudge against John and wanted to kill him. But she was not able to, 20 because Herod 
feared John and protected him, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man. When Herod heard 
John, he was greatly puzzled; yet he liked to listen to him.  



21 Finally the opportune time came. On his birthday Herod gave a banquet for his high officials 
and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22 When the daughter of Herodias came 
in and danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner guests.  

The king said to the girl, “Ask me for anything you want, and I’ll give it to you.” 23 And he 
promised her with an oath, “Whatever you ask I will give you, up to half my kingdom.”  

24 She went out and said to her mother, “What shall I ask for?”  
“The head of John the Baptist,” she answered.  
25 At once the girl hurried in to the king with the request: “I want you to give me right now the 

head of John the Baptist on a platter.”  
26 The king was greatly distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he did not 

want to refuse her. 27 So he immediately sent an executioner with orders to bring John’s head. The 
man went, beheaded John in the prison, 28 and brought back his head on a platter. He presented 
it to the girl, and she gave it to her mother. 29 On hearing of this, John’s disciples came and took 
his body and laid it in a tomb. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

At this point in the gospel Mark includes the account of the beheading of John the Baptist. 
The account opens with what people are saying about Jesus; John the Baptist back to life, Elijah, 
other prophets were all circulating as possibilities for Jesus. (These responses will surface again 
in chapter 8). 

The mention of John the Baptist allows Mark to insert John’s martyrdom, which is retold in 
some detail. The passage doesn’t advance the understanding of Jesus; instead it fills in some 
background informing us what happened to John the Baptist. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Being a party in God’s unfolding plan of salvation does not exempt us from pain, hardship 
and even death. Important and great people of faith are martyred. 

I have not shared any background information of the gospel of Mark. Most scholars 
understand Mark, to be John Mark (see Acts) and that he is likely recalling the events as he 
learned them from Peter with whom he worked. It is believed that this gospel is the first 
written likely shortly after Peter’s martyrdom in the 60s AD in Rome. During this era Nero 
persecuted the church in Rome. Christians were torn to bits by wild animals for sport, burned 
alive and other manners of frightening deaths. (The inclusion only by Mark of ‘wild beasts’ 
(1:12) in Jesus’ wilderness experience is understood by some as a connection to Christians in 
Rome that Jesus understands their plight.) 

Returning to the story of John this would certainly connect to the readers of Mark’s gospel 
enduring the Neronian persecution. To hear of the forerunner and advanced proclaimer of 
Jesus dying a martyr’s death would speak to Christians being called to die for their faith. 

What does this passage say to Christians of all times and in all places? It tells us that we are 
not immune from persecution and even death. No personal sacrifice is too great for those who 
walk with God.  This isn’t the must uplifting of truths; still it is essential for disciples of Jesus to 
understand. 

 



What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 
By biblical standards I have lived a charmed Christian life. Any persecution I have 

encountered is minor and likely does not even worthy consideration as persecution. Being 
teased by college buddies or challenged by bosses isn’t real persecution, at least on the scale of 
early Christ followers, apostles or people in repressive regimes. 

The Spirit is reminding me how blessed my life has been. And this in turn is asking me if I 
have used my blessings wisely and faithfully for Jesus. I do not seek persecution, but today’s 
reading causes me to be mindful that persecution could come.  It prompts me to pray for a 
strengthening of my faith, so whether it comes or not I serve Jesus, the Father and the Spirit 
with vigor all the remainder of my days… 

 
 

Friday, December 11: Mark 6:30-44 NIV2011 
30 The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. 

31 Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to 
eat, he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.”  

32 So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 33 But many who saw them 
leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 34 When 
Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.  

35 By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. “This is a remote place,” they 
said, “and it’s already very late. 36 Send the people away so that they can go to the surrounding 
countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.”  

37 But he answered, “You give them something to eat.”  
They said to him, “That would take more than half a year’s wages! Are we to go and spend 

that much on bread and give it to them to eat?”  
38 “How many loaves do you have?” he asked. “Go and see.”  
When they found out, they said, “Five—and two fish.”  
39 Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So 

they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and 
looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to 
distribute to the people. He also divided the two fish among them all. 42 They all ate and were 
satisfied, 43 and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. 44 The 
number of the men who had eaten was five thousand. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The account picks up Jesus’ story from 6:12 as the disciples return from their first preaching 
escapade. As they debrief with Jesus people swarm them, so Jesus bids them to get in the boats 
and retreat to a solitary place to get some rest. Ministry is exhausting. How tired Jesus must be, 
pressed by people much of the time. It seems He is teaching His disciples the discipline of 
solitary time and rest. 

The people have another idea, guessing where Jesus is going they run on foot and greet Jesus 
and the disciples when they landed. The text follows with a powerful picture of Jesus. 34 When 



Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. 

This goes on until the day wanes. The disciples beg Jesus to send the people away to find 
food, but Jesus counters asking what they have. With an inventory of 5 loaves and 2 fish Jesus 
proceeds to feed all the people (5000 men not counting women and children). A stirring 
miracle, which is one of the few told in all four gospels. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Again like so many passages there are a number of layers.  
There is the modeling layer, where Jesus leads His disciples to find solitude and rest 

following a strenuous time. Rest and solitude are gifts from God for the replenishment of our 
souls, spirits and bodies. This is not law but wisdom. In solitude sometimes we see Jesus 
breaking away from even the 12 for time with His father. In this reading solitude is time away 
from crowds, distractions and the need to do things for others but with a trusted pod including 
the 12, plus Jesus, at a minimum.  

Layer on this that even when solitude and rest are needed Jesus opens His heart (had 
compassion on them) to people in spiritual need. [I add a note of caution particularly for people 
pleasers, balance and objectivity are needed. There are times Jesus left others or walked 
through crowds because solitude with the Father’s lead was more important in the moment.]  

Mark makes the point that the deep need of the people was for teaching, So, he began 
teaching them many things. Every crowd that has come to Jesus came because of physical 
needs. I don’t think it is wrong to assume the same with this crowd, but Jesus understands that 
the greatest human need is to know the will of God and this is found in teaching.  

A third layer is the miracle of the feeding of the 5000 with 5 loaves and 2 fish. I am 
reminded of a line that will appear in chapter 10, ‘with God all things are possible.’ I am also 
reminded of Jesus’ declaration in John’s gospel, “I am the bread of life…” (John 6). This miracle 
seems to underscore both truths. 

What’s the take away? Jesus can multiply our meager offerings to accomplish God’s will. It 
seems that the disciples would have learned under Jesus’ direction that a little will accomplish 
all God desires. As I ponder this miracle, I am not sure the masses realized it was a miracle. They 
sat as directed and then ate food brought to them by the twelve. They may have wondered 
where Jesus got all the food, but many may not have even thought about that.  The twelve, 
however, knew exactly what Jesus was teaching and doing. In fact the entire set up in the story 
is so that the twelve will learn this truth. I sense in this then that it is a word to church leaders, 
if God truly calls you to do something, God will provide… 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

I find myself fixated on the last piece I wrote above about the message being to the church. 
As a pastor, I live much of my life in the land of church leadership. It is mid-December and 
finances always lag until end of year giving, it rings in often at the 11th hour even 11:59! With 
COVID the year 2020 is more stressful than other years. I live with this burden. Also, at this time 
elders are working to discern what God would have us do in the coming year. It isn’t easy to try 
to match what we are to do with what we think the funds will be in next year. And this is 



particularly difficult as we stare at the year-end deficit before the final giving delivery. What the 
Spirit is telling me is to concentrate on what I believe God wants us to do in the next year. Set 
my mind to God’s call and then, like the disciples, distribute what has been offered and watch 
what the Lord will do with what is offered. 

For me the Spirit’s call is to press in to the Lord and listen to Him. If He says feed or do; then 
we must feed or do what He directs. 

 
 

Saturday, December 12: Mark 6:44-56 NIV2011 
45 Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to Bethsaida, 

while he dismissed the crowd. 46 After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray.  
47 Later that night, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land. 48 He saw 

the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. Shortly before dawn he 
went out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them, 49 but when they saw him 
walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They cried out, 50 because they all saw him and 
were terrified.  

Immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 51 Then he 
climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were completely amazed, 52 for 
they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened.  

53 When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret and anchored there. 54 As soon as 
they got out of the boat, people recognized Jesus. 55 They ran throughout that whole region and 
carried the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56 And wherever he went—into villages, 
towns or countryside—they placed the sick in the marketplaces. They begged him to let them 
touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched it were healed. 

 
What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

The passage begins with Jesus Immediately sending the disciples by boat back across the 
lake while He escaped to solitude for prayer… 

Shortly before dawn meaning the evening and night had passed, Jesus walked on the water. 
Frightened out of their wits believing they see a ghost, they cried out. Jesus announced himself 
and gets in the boat. The headwind against them immediately stops. Again amazed at Jesus’ 
mastery over nature. Mark adds a curios line at this point; They were completely amazed, for 
they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened. The disciples continue 
to be unable to grasp Jesus or His identity, authority and power.  That is what it means ‘that 
they hardened their hearts’. Their hearts were too hard for the truth of Jesus to penetrate. 
Petersen in the Message translation phrases it like this: None of this had yet penetrated their 
hearts.  

Mark’s portrait of Jesus and His relentless pace continues when they finally make it to shore 
at Gennesaret.  People recognize Jesus and the word spreads quickly. People from all around 
carry their sick to Jesus to be healed. People stalked Jesus, placing their sick where he might be. 
They asked just to touch His cloak and all who did so were healed. 

Mark inserts a summary of sorts in the words, And wherever he went—into villages, towns 
or countryside—they placed the sick in the marketplaces. Such was the life of Jesus being 
mobbed by need wherever He goes. 



Personal note: I wonder how exhausted the disciples must have been. They never got the 
solitude and rest yesterday only to row all night to be inundated again by crowds. 

 
What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to fit 
believers everywhere in the world.) 

Again is see layers of learnings. Jesus confirms His need for solitude, retreating for an entire 
evening with the father. Then His mastery and ‘otherness’ is confirmed again by walking on the 
water and calming the wind. Still the disciples cannot grasp who Jesus is. In modern parlance 
they are too dense to get it. Finally, His compassion for broken, hurting people and His ability, 
miraculous healing is reinforced almost to an absurd extent. 

Jesus gives and gives, heals and heals. Jesus loves bringing freedom and kingdom power to 
people in need who will seek Him. 

I am reminded of Marks’ objective to paint a portrait of Jesus as Messiah (the Christ) and 
God. Over and over again Mark reveals Jesus and God’s Messiah, the one who will come and 
save His people. 

 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

The Spirit continues to instruct me with the compassion of Jesus. His heart breaks for 
people in need. Rarely will Jesus fail to attend to someone in need. Yesterday it was teaching 
and food, today it is healing. Jesus has a tender and merciful heart toward most people who are 
sheep without a shepherd. And sheep without a shepherd are lost, vulnerable and in danger. 
Jesus cares… the Spirit’s not so subtle whisper to me is, “Do I care like Jesus? Do I care for 
hurting, lost, needy people like Jesus does? As a little Christ (that’s what Christian means) do I 
emulate the real Jesus with a heart that loves and cares”? 

 
 

Sunday, December 13- Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply and I will do my 
best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will answer personal questions privately; 
general questions will be answered in a subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send questions or request 
being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 

Click here for an audio link to my sermons, https://livinghopect.org/resources/audio-sermons. 
Sermons are generally posted within 2 days. We also livestream our full services which are up on our 
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgKURRsbX92qqIFgDF1iRWA 

 


