
The Weekly Word 
November 16-22, 2020 

 

Hi, ‘Reading the Bible’ readers. This week I will conclude the format that I have been 

following for years. I sense a need for a new splash in my devotional routine. I will continue 

reading the Bible and recording my meditations, but I will follow a new format. First, I will lean 

heavily into the New Testament. Secondly, I will generally read only a portion of a chapter 

asking myself 3 core questions about the reading.  

 What does the passage say? (What is this passage about?) 

 What does the passage mean for all Christians? (The meaning of the passage needs to 

fit Believers anywhere in the world.) 

 What is the Holy Spirit saying to me through this passage? 

Enjoy this final week of Deuteronomy and let me know your thoughts of the new format. Happy 

reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, November 16: Deuteronomy 26– History in the ‘first person’… 

The ceremonial life of Israel embeds remembering and personalizing their history in every 

Israelite. King of remembrances is the Passover meal where the family celebrates the Passover as 

if they themselves were liberated from Egypt. In today’s reading of the offering of first fruits, 

again the people of Israel enter their history remembering their enslavement and mistreatment in 

Egypt and God’s rescue and provision. 

Then you shall declare before the LORD your God: “My father was a wandering Aramean, 

and he went down into Egypt with a few people and lived there and became a great nation, 

powerful and numerous. But the Egyptians mistreated us and made us suffer, subjecting us to 

harsh labor. Then we cried out to the LORD, the God of our ancestors, and the LORD heard our 

voice and saw our misery, toil and oppression. So the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a 

mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great terror and with signs and wonders. He brought 

us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey; and now I bring the 

firstfruits of the soil that you, LORD, have given me.” Place the basket before the LORD your 

God and bow down before him (5-10).  

As Moses speaks these words it is 40 years after the Exodus, most of the adults will have no 

personal remembrance of the hardship and then God’s deliverance. And yet they are to speak 

these words as if they were present during the mistreatment and rescue. As the years count on 

and the distance from the Exodus grows, that distance will be bridged each and every time this 

ceremony is repeated. 

There is power in remembering the great acts of God in the first person… the Hebrews have 

much to teach us about this aspect of faith and ceremonies of faith. 

I take a mental journey of faith… 

I imagine I was at the Last supper, Jesus washing my feet, Jesus breaking bread and sharing 

the cup. 

Sadly, I flee with the rest of the 12 at the arrest.  

I weep with others at the cross. 



I am bewildered by the women who came back saying the tomb is empty. 

I am wide-eyed when Jesus appears in the upper room where I and others are hiding in fear 

from the Jews. 

I believe, I think I do, but my mind can’t quite understand; I am not sure of all of this. 

I stand with the others as Jesus says we will be witnesses and receive power and then goes up 

into the sky…  

I ‘remember’ my baptism at 8 days old where my parents by faith in God’s covenant present 

me to the Lord and vow to raise me in the faith. 

I remember my confirmation where I professed my faith in God –Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

–part ritual, part faithful. 

I remember yesterday when I gathered with my church family around the Table of the Lord 

and remembered all God has done for me… 
Lord, keep me remembering, remembering all You have done for me. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, November 17: Deuteronomy 27– Memorializing the Lord in our lives… 

As Moses draws closer to the conclusion of his words, he instructs Israel about certain acts 

they are to perform when they enter the Promised Land. Today’s reading begins with the 

construction of an altar on Mt Ebal. Moses instructs them: 

 “Keep all these commands that I give you today. When you have crossed the Jordan into the 

land the LORD your God is giving you, set up some large stones and coat them with plaster. 

Write on them all the words of this law when you have crossed over to enter the land the LORD 

your God is giving you, a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your 

ancestors, promised you. And when you have crossed the Jordan, set up these stones on Mount 

Ebal, as I command you today, and coat them with plaster. Build there an altar to the LORD 

your God, an altar of stones. Do not use any iron tool on them. Build the altar of the LORD your 

God with fieldstones and offer burnt offerings on it to the LORD your God. Sacrifice fellowship 

offerings there, eating them and rejoicing in the presence of the LORD your God. And you shall 

write very clearly all the words of this law on these stones you have set up” (1b-8). 

Twice in one paragraph Moses instructs Israel to write the law on the altar they are to make. 

The twice repeated injunction is akin to highlighting or bolding those words. Pay attention is the 

message. 

Since the altar will be a place frequented by the people, the law will be prominent in their 

life. Every time they go to the altar to sacrifice, they will see the law and thus be reminded of the 

law and its content!  

Having a personal Bible, one that is our own that we can write in if we want, one we can 

keep in a prominent location and reference frequently is one way we can memorialized God’s 

Word and keep it ever before us. I have to admit that having the Bible on my phone is great, but 

honestly it doesn’t memorialize God’s Word for me with the power of seeing a Bible on my 

nightstand or desk. I placed my Bible app on my phone home page, but it isn’t quite the same as 

an actual Bible on my desk. I remember reading that Bob Seiple, former president of World 

Vision, kept his Bible on his desk while he was president of Lenox China. It was a reminder to 

him and others who came to his office how important his relationship with the Lord was. 

We keep an open Bible on the communion table in our church sanctuary as a statement about 

our beliefs and God and His Word. 

How do you and can you memorialize God’s Word in your life? 



Lord, show me other real and practical ways I can prominently display my love, devotion and belief in You. I pray 
in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Wednesday, November 18: Deuteronomy 28– Unconditional love…  

The covenant with Israel was conditional upon their obedience (1-14). Full obedience comes 

with wonderful blessings in every aspect of life. Disobedience begets curses in every area of life 

(15 to the end). 

What pressure this placed upon the people. Yes, the rituals of God included sacrifices for sin 

when committed, still the burden of the covenant rests on the people’s obedience. This burden 

we know from history was simply too great. Israel failed the obedience test and received the 

curses and punishments concomitant with God’s Word. 

Whenever I read passages like this, I find myself so thankful for the gifts and blessings of the 

New Testament which are unconditional… when God calls and saves, God sees His child 

through to the end. 

Romans 8 comes to mind. I turned and read the chapter beginning with verse 28. Oh, how my 

soul soared and the heaviness of my heart from reading Deuteronomy 28 lifted. 

I hope and pray that the words of Romans 8:28-39 feeds your soul as it has mine. 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 

called according to his purpose. 
29 

For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed 

to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 
30 

And 

those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also 

glorified.  
31 

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against 

us? 
32 

He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along 

with him, graciously give us all things? 
33 

Who will bring any charge against those whom God 

has chosen? It is God who justifies. 
34 

Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus 

who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also 

interceding for us. 
35 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 
36 

As it is written:  

“For your sake we face death all day long;  

we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
g
  

37 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 

38 
For I am 

convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 

future, nor any powers, 
39 

neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 

to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Thanks be to the Lord for Jesus…. 
Oh, Jesus, I am forever grateful for Your salvation and for Your love, which nothing in all creation can separate 

from me. Thank You, oh God, for Your incredible gift of salvation. MY hope, my future, my life today and my life 
forever rests on You. Alleluia. Thank You Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday, November 19: Deuteronomy 29– That we may follow… 



A profound verse closes out this chapter. The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but 

the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of 

this law (29). 

God alone knows all and much of what the Lord knows He has not chosen to make known to 

us. The things known to God but not to us are the ‘secret things’. And Moses is correct, secret 

things belong to the LORD our God. The sentence does not end there. Moses continues, but the 

things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this 

law. Moses has been expounding on the things revealed throughout this book plus the whole of 

the Pentateuch. They are the words and deeds of the Lord from creation to the present. Israel as 

God’s possession and God’s people were entrusted with the revelations of God. That’s what 

Moses is saying.  

What’s more ,the things revealed were given so that Israel would live lives faithful to the 

Lord and His law. God’s revelation is given to spur and direct faithfulness! 

As I contemplate more, I come back to what I just wrote; God’s revelation is given to spur 

and direct faithfulness! That is true today and true for God’s New Covenant people as well as the 

Hebrews. The Old and New Testaments are given to guide us on how to live faithfully. The 

scriptures are our treasured possession. And we treasure God’s Word by building its teachings 

into our lives… 
Lord, push me deeper and deeper into Your truth that I may learn how to live to please and honor You. I pray in 

Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Friday, November 20: Deuteronomy 30– The surety of the covenant consummated in Jesus 

blood… 

The line by Moses about God circumcising hearts caught my eye.  

The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, 

so that you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live (6).  

It reminds me of Ezekiel’s word about the Lord giving His people a new and undivided heart. I 

will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their 

heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh (Ezekiel 11:19). 

When God does the work, then we can be assured that it will be done and it will be 

permanent. As a human, I am fickle; filled with faith and love one moment and distracted and 

selfish the next. As Elizabeth Elliot said, “The best we (humans) can hope for is mixed motives”. 

But when God is the author, I have a rock solid anchor. I wrote about this a couple of days 

ago, when my devotional thoughts took me to Romans 8. Again, today I am transported to the 

surety of the covenant consummated in Jesus’ blood on the cross. 

I rest in God’s surety. I rest in God’s promises. I rest in the Lord… 
Lord God, thank You for circumcising my heart and for giving me a new one through faith in Jesus. How blessed 

I am to be Your child through faith in Jesus. Alleluia. I love You, Lord. Amen and amen. 

 

 

Saturday, November 21: Deuteronomy 31–  Be strong and courageous… 

Twice the Lord says to Joshua through Moses, “be strong and courageous…” 

Those two words bounced around my head… be strong and courageous… strong and 

courageous… strong and courageous.  

I wonder what they communicated to Joshua? I wondered what impact he attributed to being 

strong and courageous? 



In a flash I found myself wondering what they say to me… “be strong and courageous!” 

Strong… strong in the Lord,  

 strong to hold one’s ground in the face of opposition,  

 strong to hold onto the Lord when circumstances push to bend or capitulate  

 strong to follow the lead of the Lord when the way seems crazy. [Like Joshua leading 

Israel to march around Jericho for 7 days. That is certainly a strange battle tactic!] 

 strong to confront wrong [Like Joshua did in the camp of the people of God even if 

the wrong is perpetrated by a leader like Achan] 

 strong to stay connected to the Lord when the demands of life and its busyness 

attempt to pull you away 

Courageous… 

 courageous to go where God says go and do what God says do 

 courageous to confront others face to face when necessary 

 courageous to remain standing with the Lord when you stand alone 

The Lord is inviting me, through the example of Joshua, to strap on strength and courage and 

follow Him in advancing the name of Jesus around this globe! 
Lord God, I pray for courage and strength to be and do all You would have me be and do. In Jesus’ name I pray. 

Amen. 

 

 

Three additional readings 

Deuteronomy 32 –The power of song helps us take God’s word to heart 

After Moses finishes writing all the words of the Law we are told in the last verse of chapter 

31: And Moses recited the words of this song from beginning to end in the hearing of the whole 

assembly of Israel (31:30). Most of chapter 32 is a song Moses wrote and taught to the people. 

After writing out the song we read: 

Moses came with Joshua son of Nun and spoke all the words of this song in the hearing of 

the people. When Moses finished reciting all these words to all Israel, he said to them, “Take to 

heart all the words I have solemnly declared to you this day, so that you may command your 

children to obey carefully all the words of this law. They are not just idle words for you—they 

are your life. By them you will live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to possess” (44-

47). 

Song is a powerful is to embed ideas into people. How many of us can remember songs from 

our youth or advertising jingles that have not played in years.  

God desired that his people take His words to heart so God used multiple vehicles to convey 

his word to his people. God had Moses (and others) write the word down so that it could be read 

and preserved for millennia. God used song so that the melody coupled with the words would 

embed deeply in his people and would be memorable to pass along to the next generations.  God 

used structures, tabernacle, altars, and eventually the temple to create lasting monuments to his 

truth and his word.  

God’s desire and Moses’ goal in offering these final words before he dies is for the people to 

take God’s word to heart. And this remains the primary undertaking for all God’s people… to 

take to heart God’s word. 
Oh God every time I read Your word. Every time I hear and sing Your word please burn it deeply into my life. I 

pray in Jesus name. Amen.  

 



 

Deuteronomy 33 - Ah to be blessed by the Lord. 

The last word by Moses to the people is blessing, blessing from the Lord individually tailored 

for each tribe. 

“God knows us,” my heart shouted. God has a word for each of us as God had a word for 

each of Jacob’s sons. God’s desire is for us to have hope and a future. 

Moses asks rhetorically, Blessed are you, Israel! Who is like you, a people saved by the 

LORD? (29a). What sets Israel apart is not her innate goodness or her size or her wisdom. What 

sets Israel apart is that she was saved by the Lord. God chose her. God lifted her up. God is the 

reason she is significant at all. 

And the same is true for me. God saved me. God chose me. God lifted me up. God is the 

reason I am significant at all. And the Lord blesses me in so many ways just as he blessed the 

tribes of Israel. 
Lord God I am immediately and forever grateful to You for the many, many blessings You have rained down 

upon me. Thank You and bless Your name. Through Jesus I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Deuteronomy 34 –Death of a hero 

And Moses the servant of the LORD died there in Moab, as the LORD had said. He buried 

him in Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but to this day no one knows where his grave is 

(5-6).  

My instant reaction to the comment, no one knows where his grave is, was one of sadness. 

Here this great man, Moses, dies in utter obscurity; no one can ever go to his grave and pay 

homage. What an ignoble ending for a great life. 

As I stayed with my thoughts they seem to emerge from my need to be recognized and 

remembered. As a most humble man, I doubt that Moses cared if his grave was marked. 

The more I stay with this line of thought, the more it dawns upon me that not having a burial 

marker for Moses was likely a blessings for the people of Israel. I believe that Moses’ grave 

would have become a memorial for the people of Israel. I suspect that people would have 

traveled there, made offerings there and basically turned the grave marker into a fetish. Israel 

struggled enough during its centuries with making idols that took their eyes and hearts from the 

Lord. A grave to the prophet Moses, Israel’s great leader and liberator, would likely have 

multiplied Israel’s sins. 

Moses’ entire life was a testimony against just such a thing. God alone was savior of Israel! 

I asked myself what the Lord was pointing out to me in this passage. God’s word to me was 

simple. I am a servant and nothing more. The Lord has some things he would like me to do for 

him in this world. Only by his grace and in God’s strength will I be able to do them and any 

goodness or glory that come from these tasks and good works belongs to the Lord and not me. 
Lord, unlike Moses, I have much to learn in the humility department. Keep teaching and leading me Lord. Make 

me pliable in Your hands. I pray in Jesus name. Amen. 

 

 

Sunday, November 22, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 



answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


