
The Weekly Word 
November 2-8, 2020 

 
Wow, we have entered November. 2020 has been a strange and difficult year. I am 

thankful for the constance of God’s Word. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, November 2: Deuteronomy 14– God’s treasured possession… 
Right off the bat I was hooked by the opening sentence. Coupled with the closing sentence of 

the first paragraph I had plenty to ponder as I sat in God’s Word today. You are the children of 
the LORD your God…. Out of all the peoples on the face of the earth, the LORD has chosen you 
to be his treasured possession (1a-2b).  

You are the children of the LORD your God. What an incredibly profound statement. I 
understand this theologically and biblically; still it hit me personally. I (we, all who confess 
Jesus) am God’s child.  

It is as if God said to me “Bill, you are My child. Act like it….” All the rules that followed 
are merely the ‘act like it’ aspect of the statement.  

There are times and places and jobs that require a person to act in a certain manner. The 
British royalty, for example, are to act with a certain decorum. I remember reading that  
President Obama gave up smoking because as president he felt that he needed to be a role model 
and smoking was not anything he wanted people to emulate. As Christ followers, as God’s 
children, we too should live with a decorum that matches the family to which we belong! 

Now add to this that we are also God’s treasured possession. We are not abandoned or 
marginalized children; we are treasured by God Almighty! It doesn’t get any better than this!!! 

So I sat today basking in the wonder and glory of my sonship. I sat today thinking about 
being treasured by the Lord. 

Devotions come in many shapes and sizes. Today these words and the thoughts that continue 
to circulate within me fill me with immense calm and delight. I want to climb up on the Lord’s 
lap and just be in His presence. I feel love and wonder that the God of the universe would think 
this way about me… 

Lord, I don’t have words. My insides melt at Your goodness and Your love for me. I don’t have words, I simply 
want to be with You…. Through Jesus, my Lord and Savior, I pray. Amen. 

 
 

Tuesday, November 3: Deuteronomy 15– The heart of God… 
I recently preached a sermon where I quoted some statistics on the amount of debt people in 

America carry. On average Americans carry $90,460 in non-home mortgage debt. I was shocked 
when I saw that statistic and I tried to imagine what kind of pressure carrying debt of that 
magnitude must be for people. It cannot be good or healthy… 

Needless to say, verse one of today’s reading struck a nerve with me. At the end of every 
seven years you must cancel debts. I realize that our world and the world of Deuteronomy 15 are 
vastly different. I think it is fair to say that economically the OT world and our world are not 
comparable at all. Still the thought of every citizen having her or his debt cancelled is staggering 
and freeing. 



More than the economics of how this might be achieved in the US today, I pondered what 
this says about the Lord who designed a society where debt was to be forgiven every seven 
years. 

God’s goal and design was for there to be no need for lifelong debt for anyone in his family. 
We certainly cannot say the same is true for our world/country. We almost seem to be the 
opposite. The high cost of some essentials like higher education, healthcare with no or high 
deductible insurance, and vehicular transportation lasso people into debt as a way of life. 

Reading through the Old Testament over and over again I catch a glimpse of the Lord as a 
God with a heart, a God who cares about the average person. 

On the one hand, this is a strong reminder for me that the Lord cares for me. 
On the other hand, these thoughts challenge me in my caring for other people. Do I display 

even a modicum of care for others that the Lord shows for the average person? I see that I need 
growth in this matter…  

Oh, Lord, help me to grow. Help me to reflect well Your love and Your care for others. I still have so much to 
learn… I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 
 

Wednesday, November 4: Deuteronomy 16– A deep sense of community…  
I love how the Lord is foreshadowing life in Israel when all is settled. God keeps referring to 

the place God will choose as a dwelling for His name. It first appears in verse 2 and then pops up 
with each of the 3 traveling festivals. Sacrifice as the Passover to the LORD your God an animal 
from your flock or herd at the place the LORD will choose as a dwelling for his Name (2). 

A few thoughts struck me. 
First, how wonderful it was that the Lord regularly gave Israel glimpses of what life would 

be like when their country was established. It is much easier when we can prepare people for 
change. As humans we may not know everything, like the Lord does, but we can share what we 
know. Sometimes our knowledge and information is incomplete so we can’t prepare people well. 
Other times experience allows us to do a much better job. Either way, it is generally best to 
prepare people as best we are able… God is certainly modeling this for His people.  

Second, I see in this requirement to travel that God is placing a deep sense of community into 
His people. Worshipping the Lord is never purely a personal concern for Israel. There is always a 
significant communal component for Israel. To this day, Jews have a tremendous sense of 
community… being in the faith together. And for them together is also time inclusive… the 
Passover today they are one with every generation who was led by the Lord out of bondage into 
freedom. 

The communal aspect of the faith is particularly powerful in the three traveling festivals. All 
of Israel –at least the men anyway –were to travel to the dwelling place of the Lord and celebrate 
together. This means God’s family from north, south, east and west met together 3 times a year. 
If Israel abided by this regulation there is no way people could interpret the faith as merely 
personal piety! 

As Christ followers there is much for us to learn here. Following Jesus is not only me and 
Jesus… it is Jesus and all His sisters and brothers in the faith.  

I love the church, but it is very helpful for me to remember this, particularly in this time of 
COVID. I may not be able to be with everyone as I once was, but I must not forget that following 
Jesus is a ‘team sport.’ And I need everyone on God’s team… everyone!!! 

Lord, thank You for Your family. Deepen my appreciation and need for Your family and cut out of me any 
remaining sense that I can do faith on my own. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 



 
 

Thursday, November 5: Deuteronomy 17– Instruction to the king… 
I find it fascinating that God prompts Moses to give instruction about a king. On the one 

hand it is wise to give instructions on this important topic because of how for good or ill kings 
will affect the country. On the other hand God is not pleased when the people cry for a king in 
the book of 1 Samuel. 

Reviewing God’s instruction regarding a king is a fruitful time of meditation. 
When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you and have taken possession of it 

and settled in it, and you say, “Let us set a king over us like all the nations around us,” be sure 
to appoint over you a king the LORD your God chooses. He must be from among your fellow 
Israelites. Do not place a foreigner over you, one who is not an Israelite. The king, moreover, 
must not acquire great numbers of horses for himself or make the people return to Egypt to get 
more of them, for the LORD has told you, “You are not to go back that way again.” He must not 
take many wives, or his heart will be led astray. He must not accumulate large amounts of silver 
and gold.  

When he takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write for himself on a scroll a copy of this 
law, taken from that of the Levitical priests. It is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days 
of his life so that he may learn to revere the LORD his God and follow carefully all the words of 
this law and these decrees and not consider himself better than his fellow Israelites and turn 
from the law to the right or to the left. Then he and his descendants will reign a long time over 
his kingdom in Israel (14-20).  

I find it fascinating that both King David and even more so his son Solomon failed these 
instructions of Moses. The word was prophetically true in the case of Solomon who was led 
astray by his many wives. David had multiple wives, nothing near Solomon’s score, but he also 
accumulated wealth. 

Reading into these prohibitions the one about wives suggests the power of one’s spouse and 
having many might indicate that they are choosing spouses outside the family of faith. This last 
thought might be a reflection off of Solomon’s many wives than this text. To my main thought 
spouses have more influence on us than any other human, therefore choose wisely. Since God 
directs us to one wife, kings should obey that as well. 

Then there is the injunction against accumulating great wealth. This fits nicely with the New 
Testament teaching about the love of money… beware, seeking money and accumulating money 
can draw our heart away from the Lord. Many Jesus teachings pile on as I stay with this thought. 

In the second paragraph, the idea that the king should copy for himself the law and then to 
have it and read it all the days of his life. In a time when few likely could read and write this 
injunction has many layers. First, the king is well educated for the time. More importantly, 
making your own copy of the law would certainly help burn it into your inner being. Add to that 
constant reading of it and carrying it, which I take to mean will amplify the importance of 
fidelity to the law for you. 

I wonder if literally hand copying God’s Word is something more of us should do? I 
regularly read God’s Word, but I have never copied large portions of the word to produce my 
own copy. An interesting thought, but not one on which I am likely to act. 

Still the main point of making sure one constantly reads and learns from the Word is a life 
principle that could benefit everyone of us who love the Lord. 



Leaders must remain faithful to the Lord if the people have any chance at remaining faithful. 
And this principle is as true today as it was back in Moses’ day. 

Lord, as a leader in Your church, I would be wise to follow these instructions. Help me to do just that, Lord. I 
pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
 

Friday, November 6: Deuteronomy 18– Beware religious practices that are not Christian… 
As the people prepare to enter the Promised Land God gives them stern warnings about 

adopting the religious practices of the people who will be dispossessed from the land. 
Fidelity to the Lord is absolute. 
When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you, do not learn to imitate the 

detestable ways of the nations there. Let no one be found among you who sacrifices their son or 
daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in 
witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. Anyone who 
does these things is detestable to the LORD; because of these same detestable practices the 
LORD your God will drive out those nations before you. You must be blameless before the 
LORD your God (9-13).  

Worship of any other god but the Lord is detestable to the Lord. God demands fidelity. While 
the practices mentioned might seem extreme, they were the issues that Israel would face.  

In the 21st Century these kind of occult practices still exist and still entice people. New Age 
spirituality with crystals and taro card readings, horoscopes and more are mainstream. The main 
hospital in my town, in the name of holistic medicine, offers free Reiki sessions if one would like 
it. The local High School has offered meditation lead by New Age practitioners to help students 
deal with the stress of finals. 

The enemy’s advance into to our lives can be very subtle. 
It is important for God’s people to be wary of dabbling in non-Christian religious and 

spiritual practices no matter what guise they may wear in presenting themselves.  
This is the perfect place for me and everyone reading this to pause and examine our own 

lives to see if non-Christian religious habits or ideas have slipped into our lives… 
Lord, shine a light on any spiritual or religious practice I may have adopted. I pledge my fidelity to You and You 

alone. I pray this in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, my Triune God. Amen. 
 
 

Saturday, November 7: Deuteronomy 19– A high bar for truth… 
I am heartened by the high bar of truth in legal matters that God is instituting in Israel. The 

need for 2 or 3 witnesses to convict and the legislation that perjurers will be given the 
punishment due to the person they perjured. This obviously seems to be a significant deterrent 
particularly in cases were the penalty is major (see verses 15-21).  

Reading beneath the text, we humans will skirt the intensions of the law to get our own way, 
thus the need for multiple witnesses and laws against perjury. 

Since the sin of the garden our human inclination has been toward sin. Fortunately, we 
humans are not as bad as we could possibly be. There is honesty to some degree in all of us. But 
the doctrine of original sin, that we are corrupted by sin, is all too true. 

Loop holes, skirting around the edges, plausible deniability, selective memory, all shout at 
our propensity to finagle our own way. I know, too, that there are situations where legal and 
ethical are not in perfect sync; sometimes people choose unethical but no laws are broken 
because it is better for their bottom line or advancement, etc.  



It is safe to look out at others, but my sense as I sit with the scriptures open is that God is 
holding a mirror up so that I face myself and the remnants of the fall that still exist in my life. I 
am thankful that God, the Holy Spirit, is working on me. He is bringing me toward maturity in 
Christ, but as I gaze into the mirror I see many areas that need much Holy Spirit work… 

Lord God, I am staggered that You have called me to by Yours. I cannot fathom why Your 
grace has been so plentiful in my life. I deserve wrath and You have granted grace. I humbly and 
appreciatively say, “Thank You, my Lord and God. Thank You”. Through my Savior I pray. 
Amen. 

 
 

Sunday, November 8, 2020 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 
and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 
answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 
subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 
questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 
office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


