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The book of Hebrews continues to teach us about the supremacy of Jesus and the New 

Covenant. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, October 5: Hebrews 3- Do not harden your hearts… 
Repeated phrases often catch my attention. In fact, I think the biblical authors repeat phrases 

in order to catch the attention of readers. Today includes the repeated phrase: 
So, as the Holy Spirit says:  
“Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion, during 

the time of testing in the wilderness (7-8, see also 15)….  
First I love the author’s set up, as the Holy Spirit says. To my ears that is a powerful 

statement. First it sets up what is to come telling me, the reader, that this is a Word from God. 
Then when I realized it is a quote from Psalms 95:7-8, I understood that ‘as the Holy Spirit says’ 
functions as a declaration that the Psalms and really the whole Old Testament is the voice of the 
Holy Spirit! Scripture is not merely good words to read it is God’s Words to us. 

Back to the repeated phrase, at its heart, God is warning us not to harden our hearts… God is 
reminding me not to harden my heart. 

Life in recent times seems to be spinning in crazy directions. The calm world I am used to is 
not very calm in these days of Covid, racial unrest, and a substantive political election. 
Seemingly less and less people ascent to God and I am tempted sometimes to harden my heart. 

At times I am tempted to harden my heart against those who belittle faith. But how can I be a 
genuine light of Jesus’ love to them if I harden my heart against them?  

Oh God, forgive me for this heartlessness. 
At other times I am tempted to say, “What good is faith in Jesus, we are loosing the battle for 

the soul of our world, why bother….”  But then I think, how selfish of me to give up when there 
is a little struggle. Look at what Jesus endured to bring salvation to the world. 

Hardening my heart can take any number of tacks… and I have to be careful not to entertain 
any of them. Hardening my heart against God breaks the greatest commandment to love God 
with heart and soul and mind and strength. Hardening my heart against other people, no matter 
who they are, breaks the second half of the greatest commandment, “to love others as I love 
myself”. And both of these are selfish from the get go… 

Lord, with this look within, I am led to confession; 
Dear God Almighty, I am sin-filled to my core. Forgive me for my selfish bent which seeks to protect myself and 

promote myself. Cleanse me with the blood of Jesus. Wash away my iniquity and restore to me the joy of my salvation 
that I may tell others and show others the wonder of Your grace. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 
 

Tuesday, October 6: Hebrews 4– Nothing is hidden from God’s sight … 
Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare 

before the eyes of him to whom we must give account (13).  



I found myself thinking about verse 13. Nothing is hidden from God’s sight… God sees 
everything. Everything!!! 

God sees my actions, even the ones I think are hidden and no one sees. If God sees 
everything, then God sees my intentions, my motivations and passions. God sees everything. 
This is humbling. I have no secrets from the Lord. God knows. Good sees. 

The starkness of this truth is made plain in the next sentence. Everything is uncovered and 
laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. I am laid bare before the Lord. 
Possibly the most frightening words of the verse come at the end, we must give account. Ouch! 
God sees everything. God remembers everything and God requires an account from us for 
everything! 

This is an account payment I could never pay. I literally do not have the capital or ability to 
pay what my account requires. But thanks be to God for Jesus, who paid my account in full. And 
Jesus does this for every person who put their trust in Jesus. 

‘Paid in Full’ my account is paid in full by Jesus.  
Thank you, Lord, for Your gift, Your redemption, Your love. Thank You, Jesus. Amen and amen. 
 
 

Wednesday, October 7: Hebrews 5- A call to keep growing in faith…  
We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it clear to you because you no longer 

try to understand. In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to 
teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! (11-
12).  

As I read this, I observe a ‘not-so-subtle’ rebuke of the original readers and therefore a 
challenge to believers across the millennia. Grow up and mature in your faith. Don’t remain a 
child in your faith. Grow up.  

The words, by this time you ought to be teachers, have a sting to them.  
I hear in these words an expectation by the Lord that we all should grow and mature so we 

can teach the faith to the generations that come behind us. 
The expectation that we all should become teachers raises the bar for Christ-followers. We 

should not settle for simply showing up and ‘attending’ church. Instead we all need to be 
thinking and growing and working and growing in our faith so that we teach others and help 
them grow. 

The author of Hebrews is upset that the people have settled for an immature faith. Sadly, the 
same can be said of the church today. I cannot control others, but I can be responsible for myself 
and see to it that I am constantly seeking, studying and growing in my faith… 

Oh Lord God, I pray that this is so. I pray for the perseverance to continue to be in Your Word, being challenged 
and learning from You, Lord, so that my life reflects You to my world. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
 

Thursday, October 8: Hebrews 6– Steadily, earnestly and energetically seeking after 
Jesus… 

Hebrews 6 opens with a strong word that concludes like this, We want each of you to show 
this same diligence to the very end, so that what you hope for may be fully realized. We do not 
want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has 
been promised (11-12). 

Being a pastor has provided a great deal of accountability for me to keep my faith strong and 
my relationship with the Lord close. One of the great personal fears I have is that I might pastor 



as if it was a job rather than a calling. For me one of the differences is that applying what I know 
and have learned over time can fulfill a job. A calling on the other hand requires me to maintain 
a close connection with the Lord who issued the calling. I cannot fulfill my calling simply by 
knowledge and experience. All of this means that I feel compelled to stay close to the Lord in 
order to pastor well. And I know that I will be judged more strictly, as a teacher and pastor, as 
well.  

Still, even as a pastor I have to maintain diligence. Being busy can crowd the Lord from the 
center of life. And once the Lord slips from being the center of life, it is easy to continue slipping 
in diligence and in maintaining my relationship with the Lord. The writer refers to this as 
becoming lazy.  

Then I wonder how diligent I would be if I were not a pastor. It is so easy to slip into a life 
where God is a weekend deal. And again, once the Lord slips from being the center of 
everything, it is easy to slip closer and closer to being lazy in faith. 

As I look back to the word from the writer of Hebrews the phrase, show… diligence to the 
very end, strikes home. Webster’s definition of diligence reads: steady, earnest, and energetic 
effort: devoted and painstaking work and application to accomplish an undertaking. This is an apt 
definition for what it takes to maintain a relationship with the Lord. And this is what the writer of 
Hebrews is asking every believer to do. To steadily, earnestly and energetically seek after 
Jesus… 

I need God’s grace and empowerment to do this and it is for that which I pray… 
Oh God, it is very easy for me to become lazy in my faith. To grow tired and weary, to become distracted and 

busy, to allow unimportant or less important tasks rob time from the important task to obeying and following You. I 
pray for strength from Your Holy Spirit to keep me on track with You so that I will be diligent to the very end. In 
Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 
 

Friday, October 9: Hebrews 7– Jesus the permanent priest… 
 [B]ecause Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore he is able to save 

completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them 
(24-25). 

The phrase he is able to save completely brings me such incredible comfort. My salvation is 
ultimately in Jesus’ hands not mine. Yes, I need to remain diligent (yesterday’s reading), but it is 
Jesus who saves and He saves completely. My entire body sighs with great relief when I read this 
and scriptures like it in the New Testament. My life, my salvation and my eternity are in the 
Lord’s nail scared hands.  

Thank You, Jesus. 
These verses continue building to another most comforting truth. Jesus always lives to 

intercede for us. The thought that Jesus is right now and always praying for me blows me away. 
Not only did Jesus die on the cross for me, He is interceding for me (and while I am 
personalizing this during my devotion, I realize that Jesus died and is interceding for all). This 
thought stops me in my tracks every time. Jesus is before the Father right now pleading my 
cause. Wow, what an incredible thought!  

Recently our associate Pastor preached a sermon on prayer. In it she invited a member to 
share about his recent hospitalization and how important the prayers of the church were to him. 
If our prayers for one another are important and effective, how much more so Jesus’ prayers for 
us!!! 



I am undone by the many gifts and blessings provided by Jesus today. Jesus offered the ‘once 
for all’ sacrifice for sins AND He always lives to intercede for us… 

Thank You, Lord Jesus… I do not have words to offer the depth of my thanks to You. You literally have done it 
all and You continue to provide for me by praying and interceding for me. I am doubly, triply blessed by You, Lord. 

I do not know how to thank You adequately… all I can say is, “I love You. I worship and adore You, my Lord 
and Savior and God”. Amen and amen. 

 
 

Saturday, October 10: Hebrews 8– God’s law inscribed on our hearts… 
The writer leads us to the wonder of the New Covenant…  
This is the covenant I will establish with the people of Israel after that time, declares the 

Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and 
they will be my people. No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know 
the Lord,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. For I will forgive 
their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”  

By calling this covenant “new,” he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and 
outdated will soon disappear (10-13).  

A significant difference between the Old and New Testaments is that God inscribes His law 
on to the mind/heart of this New Testament family. No longer is the law simply an eternal ‘to do 
list’. Now it is an internal guide for Christ followers.  

Even though it is not referenced in this passage, I can’t help but think that the law inscribed 
on our hearts/minds is connected to the Holy Spirit, which indwells all Christ-followers. If we 
have the Spirit within us, then of course we have the law within us as well. To have God with us 
is to have His law with us…  

The writer is also clear that the old law is no longer valid. The writer says it is obsolete… out 
dated and of no use. In the world of technology, it is easy for us to understand that something is 
obsolete. I have an old computer. It turns on, but it cannot run any of my present software; it is 
obsolete, no good. My old computer is set aside to be sent to the dump… 

As a Christ follower, the Old Testament law is obsolete and outdated for me… I am a son of 
the New Covenant, the covenant of Jesus! 

Lord, I am so blessed to be a child of Your new and perfect Covenant. I am so blessed to be saved completely by 
Jesus. Lord, I am so blessed that Your law and Your Spirit are within me. Lord God, Father Son and Holy Spirit, 
I am so blessed to be Yours. Thank You. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 
 

Sunday, October 11, 2020 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 
and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 
answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 
subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 
questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 
office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 



 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


