
The Weekly Word 
September 28-October 4, 2020 

 

This week we turn the calendar to October. God has been with us this entire strange 2020 

and God will continue to be with us. Staying connected with God through His word is a blessing 

to faith and life. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, September 28: 1Thessalonians 5- Always, continually, in all circumstances … 

There are so many potential stopping places, so many exhortations worthy of deeper thought.  

One sentence, three short verses caught my eye: Rejoice always, pray continually, give 

thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus (16-18).  

I first noticed always, continually, in all circumstances. Paul’s advice is that we should 

engage in these three activities all the time. This suggests they are important behaviors/activities 

to incorporate into my life. 

Rejoicing… if I am going to be always rejoicing, then certainly my circumstances cannot be 

the source for my joy, because much of life is simply not joy producing. Having recently studied 

and preached through Philippians I know Paul’s admonition is to rejoice in the Lord. In fact, 

Philippians 4:4 says, Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Paul is consistent 

on this point. I am reminded that Paul was in prison when he wrote Philippians. Another 

reminder that joy and rejoicing is not circumstance based. 

Praying… again to be praying continually suggests that I have to redefine prayer. Let’s be 

honest, much of life involves interaction with others. If I am giving others my full attention then 

how can I be praying in that moment? I don’t have an answer to my own question. All I can 

conclude is that there is an aspect of prayer in which I should engage that happens in the 

‘background’ of living. Like my antivirus software running all the time in the background on my 

computer, there is a portion of prayer that needs to be running all the time in my life. Honestly, I 

don’t believe I have mastered this. I’m not certain I even know what it is. Yet somehow it must  

connect with being in constant relationship with God –Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Giving thanks… here is where Paul modifies it with the words in all circumstances. Like 

rejoicing, I don’t think Paul is saying give thanks for all circumstances, but in all circumstances. 

Some things in life are horrible. But again, like joy, there are always things in life for which I can 

be thankful, like my salvation, God’s love, the Spirit within me, forgiveness of sins… I could go 

on listing God’s grace. These are things I can truly be thankful for all the time, no matter my 

circumstances. Even in the worst of circumstances I can be thankful for the home Jesus is 

preparing for me in eternity. This isn’t necessarily easy but my faith I can rise above 

circumstances with a thank-full heart. 

All of this seems quite simple on the surface, but experience also tells me it is not as simple 

as it seems. Experience also tells me that people who live like this are people I prefer to be 

around. They are the kind of people who live life well and give life to others. And this is worth 

aspiring to… 
Oh, Lord Jesus, show me the way to Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances. 

In Your name, Jesus, I pray. Amen. 

 



 

 

Tuesday, September 29: 2Thessalonians 1– God is just… 

One plaguing concern most of us as humans recognize is how some people seem to get away 

with bad stuff. Life doesn’t seem fair on so many levels. The rich get richer while the poor 

poorer. Crimes and atrocities go unpunished. And people of faith have been persecuted for 

centuries.   

The Thessalonians, going through some significant suffering for their faith, likely had these 

wonderings, too, which is why Paul addressed this issue. Paul writes,  

God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you
 
and give relief to you who are 

troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in 

blazing fire with his powerful angels. He will punish those who do not know God and do not 

obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut 

out from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might
 
on the day he comes to be 

glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. This 

includes you, because you believed our testimony to you (6-10).  

Right out of the gate Paul makes the blanket statement, God is just. I need to know that. If I 

don’t believe the ‘person’ at the top of the justice pyramid is just then I will have no faith in the 

system.  

Knowing God is just and trusting the Lord to be just means I can rest in His justice. 

Understanding this reading in the remainder of the section, I recognize that in this world I 

might not see justice. Evil people may get away with doing evil things, but when they finally 

stand before the Lord, God’s justice will be meted out. The people, for example, who have 

persecuted God’s people will be punished. 

There are multiple images for hell or eternal punishment. In the words above, Paul uses the 

simple statement They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the 

presence of the Lord…I tremble at the words shut out from the presence of the Lord. Those 

words for me carry great weight. God being love, God being good and kind and caring, etc., 

means that those being punished will be separated from love, goodness, kindness, caring, etc. I 

cannot fathom living for eternity like that. 

As I sit with this last thought my mind does a massive pivot, thankfulness for Jesus and the 

gift of salvation overtakes the video of my thoughts. So grateful. So thankful for Jesus. 
Thank you, Lord, for the gift of Jesus. If it were not for that gift I would receive deserved justice, but thanks to 

Your grace I will receive mercy. Oh, Lord Jesus, how unspeakable is Your gift and Your love. In Your name, Jesus, I 
pray. Amen.  

 

 

Wednesday, September 30: 2Thessalonians 2– Strange days are coming…  

Reading this chapter, I do not have a clear understanding of the ‘man of lawlessness’ except 

that he will do signs and wonders, will set himself as god and is a puppet of Satan. (This last 

element will not necessarily be evident to our world, but as believers we have been warned about 

what is happening behind the scenes in the spiritual realm.) No surprise that a name given the 

man of lawlessness is antichrist (literally ‘against Christ’). He does signs and wonders, a 

counterfeit to the Lord Christ. He purports himself to be God, again a counterfeit to the Lord 

Jesus, and is powered and manipulated by Satan the enemy of God from the garden. 



So, what do we do when these strange days come? What do we do when any strange days 

come? Paul gives us the answer in verse 15. So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold 

fast to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter (15).  

Stand firm in Jesus. Hold to the teachings of Jesus. That is solid advice for any day and time.  

As Covid continues to swirl months longer than I anticipated, I need to continue to stand firm 

in my reading and study of scripture. That is the best way I know to stand firm in Jesus and the 

teachings of Jesus. I also so appreciate the covenant group of fellow pastors that I have. I need 

people who can look into my life and ask hard questions. When I am alone I can be blind to areas 

in my life that need more Jesus… I also need the family of God. I need being with and seeing 

brothers and sisters worshipping alongside of them. All of this reinforces that I am not alone… I 

have others who are with me on the way of Jesus. 

Covid has made this aspect of standing firm more difficult. Virtual worship is better than no 

worship but is not incarnational (in-person) worship either. I long for full on in-person -not 

socially distanced- worship sometime in the future.  
Oh, Lord, hasten the day when worship can be fully in-person with joy and greetings and amens. I pray in Jesus’ 

name. Amen.  

 

 

Thursday, October1: 2Thessalonians 3– Evil and suffering is not the final word for God’s 

people… 

Back in 1Thessalonians one theme in Paul’s writings was about the severe suffering that the 

Thessalonians were enduring (recall 1Thes 1:6). Now here in his second letter Paul makes an 

interesting statement about God protecting them from the evil one. And pray that we may be 

delivered from wicked and evil people, for not everyone has faith. But the Lord is faithful, and he 

will strengthen you and protect you from the evil one (2-3, bold mine). 

I find this fascinating and helpful to think about and realize. Yes, we go through sufferings, 

sufferings which might even be the result of the work of the evil one. BUT still God protects us 

from the evil one. 

I see the wonderful hand of the Lord at work here. Yes, we may suffer, and likely will suffer 

in this world. Evil is all around. But the evil and suffering is not the final word. God will protect 

us. God will see us through to the end and God will bring us home with Him in the end. So, we 

may suffer but we are not defeated. In the end we will win with the Lord and we will join Him in 

paradise.  

Paul speaks this same truth wonderfully in Romans 8:37-39: No, in all these things we are 

more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 

neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  

NOTHING CAN SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF GOD THAT IS IN CHRIST 

JESUS THE LORD… nothing not even the evil one. 

I can put my head to rest tonight in peace knowing that God will see me through. And no 

amount of suffering can separate me from my Lord Jesus, the Father and the Spirit… 
Praise the Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, October2: Hebrews 1– The son is the radiance of God’s glory… 



Hebrews launches with a wonderful expression of and description for the Lord. …his Son, 

whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. The Son is 

the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his 

powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 

Majesty in heaven (2b-3).  

Heir of all things; maker of the universe; the radiance of God’s glory; exact representation of 

God’s being and sustaining all things. Now, that’s a mouthful and a mindful. 

I sat and allowed each of those phrases to explode in my thoughts…  I particularly liked, ‘the 

son is the radiance of God’s glory’. Over and over in the Bible, the glory of the Lord is 

described. At the blessing of the tabernacle and the temple the glory of God descends. Moses 

who was in the presence of God on Mt Sinai had to cover his face because he glowed from being 

in the presence of the glory of God. And here Jesus is described as the radiance of God’s glory… 

I was blessed by pondering the image of Jesus sparked by the words, the son is the radiance 

of God’s glory. I simply sat and attempted to picture this and allow thoughts of Jesus in His 

fullness fill my soul.  
Lord God, Thank you for the amazing picture of my Lord Jesus… Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, October3: Hebrews 2– Jesus shared our humanity… 

Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death 

he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—and free those 

who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death (14-15).  

In Jesus God shared our humanity… 

This thought staggered me when I read it today. I know Jesus took on human flesh in the 

incarnation. I’ve read John 1:14 -The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 

have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace 

and truth. Still somehow the wording he too shared in their humanity stopped me in my reading 

tracks. 

God sharing my humanity. God becoming human… it blows my head apart to think about 

this. Why would God do that? What reason was so compelling that God would become one of 

us? 

As we read on Jesus did it so that He might break the power of death and free all of us who 

believe in Jesus. 

Altruism 

Gift 

Grace 

LOVE… these reasons flooded my thoughts. 

Jesus shared our humanity because He loves us and it was the only way to free us from the 

power of death! 

Tomorrow I get to worship with sisters and brothers. I get to stand together with believers 

and proclaim God’s saving action in Jesus our Lord! 

How glorious, how wonderful to gather with a physical community, part of a worldwide 

community of faith and proclaim the saving work of our God –Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit. 
Praise be to the Lord, the almighty, the King of creation, who left His throne in heaven to become one of us. 

Amen. 

 

 



Sunday, October 4, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


