
The Weekly Word 
September 21-27, 2020 

 

Oh my, September is basically over… time flies. And this week we finish up Numbers 

and head back into the NT for a couple of weeks. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, September 21: Numbers 35- Revolutionary, integrity, fairness and honesty in 

judicial renderings… 

Life was so very different back in the days of Moses. It was a time when strong men ruled 

areas. The big man in town was king. It was a time when there were not centralized laws for a 

country; the person of power calls the shots, the strongest wins. Might makes right.  

With this as the general understanding of life, God calls a people to Himself and God gives 

them basic laws to live by. RADICAL. 

God’s law given to Israel takes major steps forward toward protecting the innocent and the 

people of lesser stance in the world. 

The idea of an ‘eye for an eye’ was a moderating law limiting the punishment a strong person 

could exact upon wrong doers. In the day if I had the big stick, was the strong person and you 

hurt me, I could exact any punishment I wanted from you. Now in Israel the big man could not 

inflict a punishment greater than the crime. 

Also, verse 30 and elsewhere in the Old Testament, Israel required multiple witnesses to put 

someone to death. 

In the major section of this chapter God institutes cities of refuge, a city of safety where 

someone who kills another can flee for safety until a trial can be held. They will be places of 

refuge from the avenger, so that anyone accused of murder may not die before they stand trial 

before the assembly (12). In that day the nearest kin to someone killed could kill the perpetrator 

for killing their next of kin, no questions asked. Cities of refuge provide an opportunity to 

discover the truth preventing innocent people from being killed. 

Taking this all in, God is interested in integrity, fairness and honesty in judicial renderings in 

Israel. As I think about those three words they are excellent characteristics for any ‘judicial’ 

system, whether in criminal or civil courts, immigration courts, employment arbitration cases 

and the like. 
Lord, in my country, we have one of the best legal systems in the modern world but we still need to make strides in 

integrity, fairness and honesty in the system. As a person of faith in You is there something I should do, or is that a 
fight for another Christ-follower, who I then might be called to pray for and support? Listening for Your lead, Lord. 
Listening for Your lead. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, September 22: Numbers 36– Thoughtful study of scripture is important to my 

life and growth… 

Poised to enter the Promised Land, Moses is questioned about one remaining inheritance 

issue. Tribal land inheritance was a sacred gift from God to each tribe in Israel. In a world where 

ancestral land rights pass from father to son, the issue of no male heirs was a concern. 

Previously, God instructed Moses that in the absence of male heirs, daughters were next in line. 



This is a significant statement regarding the place of women. However in marriage the women’s 

land would pass into the husband’s family and then down through the oldest son. If the 

husband/father was from another Israelite tribe the land once inherited by the women would not 

pass to that other tribe.  

What was the correct thing to do to prevent one tribe from losing land to another? 

Moses response, marry within your tribe and thus protect the land. 

As I ponder this, I recognize a fundamental difference in Israelite law and modern United 

States law. US and most modern countries recognize personal rights… my rights, my property, 

my inheritance. But in Israel the focus was tribal land rights, what land belonged to which tribe. 

The issue was never about the rights of Zelophehad’s descendants ability to keep their land. It 

was how the tribe of Manasseh didn’t lose land to another Israelite tribe.   

I don’t believe I ever noticed this distinction before today’s reading. 

This reminds me of the importance to remember context. In reading my Bible it is natural to 

implicitly assume the conventions and customs of my day back into the stories and therefore 

teachings of Scripture. Overlaying my cultural understanding can be incredibly helpful to enter a 

story. I must always take care to build teachings upon accurate understanding of context.  

Thoughtful study of Scripture is important to my life and growth… 
Lord, I am thankful for the education I have been granted in seminary. Lord, this is a privilege granted to few in 

Your Church. May I be ever mindful of this gift You have given me, and may I always seek to use this gift granted for 
the growth and discipleship of Your people… so long as I live. I pray in Jesus name. Amen.  

 

 

Wednesday, September 23: 1Thessalonians 1- A life change; a new focus, a willingness to 

wait…  

It is refreshing for my soul to be reading in the New Testament. Reading and hearing the 

name of Jesus is like a cool drink on a hot afternoon. It refreshes me. 

1Thessalonians is likely the first extant letter Paul wrote. He is writing to spur on a young 

church he had to leave after only a short period of time (see Acts 17). 

In this first chapter, I was captivated by the closing sentence, 9b-10. They tell how you turned 

to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he 

raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. I pondered this as a 

description of conversion. 

A life change… you turned to God from idols. The Thessalonians experienced a decided life 

change. Prior to Paul’s preaching they were pagans serving other gods and idols like everyone 

else in their world. Paul’s visit to Thessalonians was the first encounter people had with 

Christianity so a radical life change was to be anticipated. In our time where Christianity has 

touched culture even if as an individual you haven’t a major life change, may not be as evident. 

Still to turn from following our own way to following God’s way involves a turn around, which 

should be evident in a person’s life. 

A new life focus… you turned to… serve the living and true God. Following Jesus calls us to 

a new pattern of living and a new goal for life, serving God and others in Jesus’ name. Following 

Jesus is ultimately not simply an idea, it is a way of life that touches who we are and what we 

do… 

A willingness to wait (in suffering)… you turned to… to wait for his Son from heaven, 

whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. The idea of 

suffering was mentioned earlier by Paul, for you welcomed the message in the midst of severe 

suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit (6b). Waiting particularly in suffering challenges 



any notion of triumphalism that living with Jesus means prosperity and success at every juncture 

of life. This is an aspect of modern, largely western Christianity that infects many quadrants of 

the church. Suffering and waiting by the Thessalonians informs me that following Jesus and 

awaiting for our ultimate redemption is the goal of the faith not the ‘good life’ here an now. 

There is so much to chew on here… it is the last item, a willingness to wait (in suffering) that 

provides the strongest admonition to me today. I need to be wary of judging faithfulness by 

scales of worldly success and I need to remind myself that Jesus and His rescue of me is the joy 

of my faith not anything gained in this world. 
Oh God, it is so easy to wander off the path laid out for me by Jesus. Holy Spirit guide me to Jesus and show me 

when I get things out of sync with You and Your way, Oh Lord. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday, September 24: 1Thessalonians 2– Open wide your hearts … 

Paul paints an extraordinary picture of the church with his words in verse 7b-8: Just as a 

nursing mother cares for her children, so we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we 

were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well.  

Because our daughter breastfeeds our granddaughter I have a living example of the intimacy 

of a nursing mother with her child. Those moments of feeding go way beyond the transfer of 

nourishment from mother to child. There is an intimacy and a connection that is physical and 

visible. I have seen my granddaughter upset over something seek to nurse not for the food value 

but the intimacy and connection with mom, her care giver and safe place.  

This is the depth of care Paul exemplifies with the Thessalonians… a relationship built on 

love; real honest to goodness ‘I care for you’ love.  

What a picture Paul continues to paint. [W]e loved you so much, we were delighted to share 

with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well. The church at Thessalonica was not 

only about truth, it was equally about connection, love, caring and sharing one with another. 

[W]e were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well. The 

sharing of his life with the Thessalonians is placed on par with sharing the gospel with them. 

Wherever Paul went, sharing the good news of Jesus’ gospel was paired with sharing life! 

The church –according to Paul which means according to God –is about sharing truth (gospel) 

and sharing life (love and connection). 

You cannot ‘do’ church simply Sunday morning… doing church is messy, it is getting 

involved in people’s lives. Letting them see you and you see them. 

Open wide your hearts… this is the message radiating from Paul’s words to me this day. 
Oh Lord God, I am a private person. Help me to open wide my heart with people of Your church. I pray in 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, September 25: 1Thessalonians 3– Praying big prayers… 

I can learn so much from listening to Paul’s prayers. Next to his, my prayers too often seem 

pedantic and ruled by the needs and wants. Over and over Paul seems to gaze heavenward to 

pray for deeper things. This is true again in this chapter. 

Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking 

in your faith.  

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to 

you. May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, 

just as ours does for you. May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy 



in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones (10-

13).  

Paul begins with an earthly request that God would open a way for him to visit them again. 

After that his prayer soars praying for their love to increase. Not simply love among the saints 

but love for everyone else too. Paul understands the things of Jesus, that we are to be known by 

our love (John 15). He then prays that their hearts be strengthened so that they will be blameless 

before God when Jesus returns. This prayer is much more than God helping them to be ‘good 

people.’ Paul knows they are enduring persecution (see 1-5), so this prayer is particularly potent. 

Basically Paul prays, “Lord, strengthen them so that during this time of trial and persecution my 

friends endure, standing firm so that their lives, being blameless in your sight, shine out to the 

world that You live, reign and are sovereign.” 

I cannot think of any time I prayed something like that for friends who are going through 

trials and/or persecutions. It is a bold prayer. 

Absent from Paul’s prayer here is any intercession that God would stop the persecution for 

the sake of His people. I suspect that’s where I would have camped if I were praying. So often 

my prayers are solely for the alleviation of pain and suffering and rarely for powerful witness in 

the midst of pain and persecution. 

So what am I learning about prayer? To lift my eyes and consider praying for cosmic issues 

of witness and living blamelessly in the face of difficult times, not only the cessation of pain and 

trial. 

This will take practice and thought…. It remains a good word from the Lord. 
Lord, may I and all who love You be strengthened for true witness in good times and in hard times. May we 

stand with You, no matter what the world thinks, and may we be bold in our Christ-like living so that people who 
disagree with us will see our commitment to You and Your values and be drawn to You. I pray in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.  

 

 

Saturday, September 26: 1Thessalonians 4– Don’t become complacent in your walk with 

Jesus… 

Right out of the gate verse 1 struck me. Don’t become complacent in your walk with Jesus, 

was the thought that immediately formed in my head. 

As for other matters, brothers and sisters, we instructed you how to live in order to please 

God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more 

and more (1).  

If I am reading these sentences correctly, Paul says, ‘it is good that you are living as I 

instructed you, now I urge you to do this more and more.’ It is the ‘do this more and more’ that 

struck me. In essence Paul seems to be saying, ‘don’t become complacent in your walk with 

Jesus, continue to strive to go deeper with Jesus, to live more faithfully for Jesus’, and this 

suggests that we constantly grow in our understanding, knowledge and discipleship of Jesus. 

I love routines. My life tends to be most ordered and most comfortable when I can establish 

order and rhythm. This does mean that I like things being the same or at least similar. For 

example, I like going to bed and getting up at the same time. I prefer to work out or now walk 

first thing in the day. Then when my heart is flowing and my mind crisp I like to sit and read the 

Scriptures and spend time with the Lord. Days that are out of rhythm feel much more scattered 

and chaotic for me. I know everyone is not like me. That’s fine. 

When I hear Paul’s admonition to do this [live pleasingly to the Lord] more and more, I 

realize that I have to be careful not to allow routine to stymie growth and intimacy with the Lord. 



If God wants to change my routine I need to be open to His leading. If God wants more time or 

this or that, I need to be open to the Lord. Also, I cannot allow may walk with Jesus to be 

reduced to a ‘check off list’… read my Bible –check; prayed –check. I should watch my walk 

and stay connected to Jesus more and more as I continue my walk with Jesus. 

At this point I do not have any specifics to add or change in my routine with Jesus, but I must 

remain open to the leading of the Lord, fending off complacency at all costs. 
Lord, I pray to be a “more and more” disciple… more faithful, more connected, more apparent, more kind, more 

transformed by Jesus with every passing year that I walk with my Lord. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Sunday, September 27, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


