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We are moving toward the conclusion the book of Numbers.  This is the fourth book of 

the Bible and part of what is called the Pentateuch the first 5 books of the Bible believed to be 

penned by Moses. These books take the reader from the creation of the world through to the 

establishement of the people of Israel on the doorway of the Promised Land. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, September 14: Numbers 29- All the blood sacrifices in the Old Testament were 

precursors for Jesus … 

I found myself thinking about all the sacrifices and all the blood shed at the tabernacle. The 

priests certainly were busy. Today’s chapter and yesterday’s only list the mandated offerings at 

the altar. This does not include any fellowship or other individual offerings that the people made 

for personal reasons. Given that there were over 600,000 men of military age, that could amount 

to a lot of offerings every day.  

I tried to image the slaughtering of all those animals. Then these words entered my thoughts, 

“without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” The entire verse reads, In fact, the law 

requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there 

is no forgiveness (Hebrews 9:22). This section of Hebrews speaks about the perfect and final 

sacrifice of Jesus.  

The writer of Hebrews goes on to say, But he [Jesus Christ] has appeared once for all at the 

culmination of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. Just as people are 

destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away 

the sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to 

those who are waiting for him (Hebrews 9:26b-28). 

All of the sacrifices of the Old Testament were precursors for Jesus. They were a temporary 

solution to the human problem of sin dealt with decisively and finally in the sacrifice of Jesus on 

the Roman cross, the one perfect sacrifice to take away the sins of many, namely all those who 

believe in Jesus.*   

I am so thankful for Jesus. I sit today marveling a fresh at the gift Jesus gave us. My heart 

beats with profound adoration for the Lord who took upon Himself my guilt and shame and 

washed me clean in the sacrifice of Jesus. 

Singing breaks out in my soul… 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise Him above you heavenly 

host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen… and amen. 

 

*It is interesting to me that the Jewish faith could reinvent itself after 70 AD and the 

destruction of the Jerusalem Temple as a religion without blood sacrifice. I don’t know how they 

handled and reinterpreted all these Old Testament passages!!! 

 

 

Tuesday, September 15: Numbers 30– Our words matter… 



As I was reading this chapter, a comment about vows struck me. In verse 6 it reads: If she 

marries after she makes a vow or after her lips utter a rash promise by which she obligates 

herself.  

It is the words I bolded that caught my attention: makes a vow or… her lips utter a rash 

promise. The comment about rash promise got me.  

I think of a vow as purposeful statement. It may not be well thought through but it is 

something I say I will do. A ‘rash promise’ however could be something I say in the heat of a 

moment with no thought at all. What gets me is that the Lord holds us to our words, whether 

spoken with deliberate understanding or rashly. 

My words matter. My thoughtful words, the ones I speak off the cuff and even those spoken 

in the heat of the moment! In a flash I am hearing Jesus’ words in my mind: But I tell you that 

everyone will have to give account on the day of judgment for every empty word they have 

spoken (Matthew 12:36). Jesus’ comment is stronger than those of God, through Moses, on the 

plains of Moab.  

God hears all our words, every one of them! It matters how we talk to others. It matters what 

we vow or say we will do. It matters what we say when we are getting angry or depressed. 

Words matter. My words matter…  

No wonder James speaks about keeping a tight reign on our tongue. Those who consider 

themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and 

their religion is worthless (James 1:26) .   
Oh, Lord, may I guard my tongue from untrue, hurtful and rash words. May I honor You with my lips 

always… I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Wednesday, September 16: Numbers 31- No force in earth or heaven can stand against the 

will and judgment of God…  

As I read the heading in my NIV Bible, “Vengeance on the Midianites” and began reading 

the chapter the first thought that came to mind was Jonathan Edwards famous sermon, “Sinners 

in the hands of an angry God.” This sermon sparked the Second Great Awakening in the 

Colonies. I haven’t read the entire sermon, but it created quite a stir. Here are two links if you 

would like to read or hear it: 

 Print: https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1053&context=etas 

 YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQg7EzPeg5Q 

It is a ‘fire and brimstone’ sermon reminding people of God’s awesome power to judge and the 

need for salvation in Jesus. 

In today’s reading God brings the hammer of His vengeance down on the Midianites because 

of the way they treated the people of Israel.  

God has every right and all the power to judge. Today’s reading is a stark reminder. In 

today’s reading God uses the sword of Israel as His instrument of judgment. Other times, God 

used plagues or even the earth swallowing the rebels gathered around Korah against Israel during 

their wilderness wanderings. 

No force on earth or in heaven can stand against the will and judgment of God. At God’s 

appointed time Satan and his henchmen will face the wrath of God’s vengeance and like 

Midians, Satan will be completely destroyed once and for all. 

https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1053&context=etas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQg7EzPeg5Q


And if Satan, a fallen and rebellious angel, will be squashed by God more easily than I can 

squash an ant, we humans have no hope against the wrath of God, save one… the cross of Jesus 

Christ. Only by surrendering and yielding to Jesus can we be saved. 

If you are reading this I ask you… have you yielded to Jesus? 

I have. I confessed Jesus Lord of my life over 44 years ago. And I have been so blessed as I 

have walked with the Lord since that time. I am not perfect, far from it. I am in constant need of 

forgiveness, which God lavishes on me in Christ (see 1John 1 as an example). 
Lord, I sit today thankful that You drew me to Yourself and saved me by the sacrificial death of Jesus. Praise be 

to you, Lord God. Amen and amen. 

 

 

Thursday, September 17: Numbers 32– Do you have faithful people who can speak into 

your life… 

The Reubenites and the Gadites realize the land of Moab on the east side of the Jordan was 

good land so they approached Moses saying they want to stay and settle there. Moses gets angry, 

believing that they are abandoning the other tribes, and he confronts them. Moses issues some 

stinging words to which they respond: Then they came up to him and said, “We would like to 

build pens here for our livestock and cities for our women and children. But we will arm 

ourselves for battle and go ahead of the Israelites until we have brought them to their place. 

Meanwhile our women and children will live in fortified cities, for protection from the 

inhabitants of the land. We will not return to our homes until each of the Israelites has received 

their inheritance. We will not receive any inheritance with them on the other side of the Jordan, 

because our inheritance has come to us on the east side of the Jordan” (16-19). 

It is not clear to me if this was their original intent or if due to Moses’ dressing down they 

change to this position. No matter, no hard feels are held. The Reubenite and Gadite men will 

accompany their brothers across the Jordan to fight along side of them until all the tribes settle 

into their inheritances. 

Sometimes we need to be called on the carpet for thoughts and opinions so we can correct 

crooked thinking. Sometimes we need a healthy conversation to solidify ourselves into the right 

position and thinking. 

This account caused me to realize how important the voices of trusted faith-filled brothers 

and sisters are in our lives.  

Do you have faithful people who can speak into your life, offering you encouragement, 

correction, wisdom, counsel and advice? I hope and pray you do. We all need such people. I 

know I do… 

Lord, thank You for Moses and the people he represents who can speak into our lives with 

the wisdom and correction and encouragement of the Lord. I pray that I always have these kind 

of Moseses in my life so that the decisions I make are good, faithful and honorable to you. I pray 

in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Friday, September 18: Numbers 33– Remembering God’s care… 

On many of our vacations we have kept a diary and vacation log. Since most of our vacation 

diaries happened during the computer age we have documents filled with events of our 

vacations. The wonder of these documents is how helpful they are in remembering so much of 

the vacation that I would otherwise forget. 



Exodus and Numbers offer the same gift, first to the Israelites and now to the people of God 

across the centuries.  

Today was not the most stimulating read for me. But I tried to imagine what it might have 

communicated to the original hearers. Here they are poised on the far side of the Jordan. Their 

journey is almost complete. Soon God will lead them in to the land God promised to them. They 

had to know that. I can imagine the anticipations rising in them. The Rubenites and Gadites are 

shoring up towns for their families before the cross the Jordan to help their brothers take hold of 

their inheritances. The Israelites are beginning to taste the realization of God’s promises. 

At this point God prompts Moses to list all the stops of their 40-year journey. I suspect 

recording and possibly reading the town names acted like cliff-notes for their journey. Hearing a 

town name likely brought memories of what happened there to the forefront. 

With each name it is as if the story of God’s faithfulness is tacked more securely into their 

collective memory. 

God was with us. God led us. God protected us. God provided for us… such is the refrain I 

hear as I read the names of those cities. 

Reading this chapter reinforced the refrain of God’s care for His people then and His people 

today. 

God is with us. God still lead us. God continually protects us. God always provides for us, 

His people. 
Lord, I sit today with appreciation welling up inside of me for who You are and all You have done for the whole 

of Your People. Oh, Lord, I cannot imagine walking this life without You. Praise You, thank You. Bless You, Lord 
God. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Saturday, September 19: Numbers 34– Faithfulness is earned one decision at a time… 

I went back to the first chapter of Numbers and compared the names of the list of tribal 

leaders with those listed in chapter 34. As expected none are the same. 

Numbers 1:5-15 (NIV2011)  
5 

 These are the names of the men who are to assist you: from Reuben, Elizur son of Shedeur;  
6 

 from Simeon, Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai;  
7 

 from Judah, Nahshon son of Amminadab;  
8 

 from Issachar, Nethanel son of Zuar;  
9 

 from Zebulun, Eliab son of Helon;  
10 

 from the sons of Joseph: from Ephraim, Elishama son of Ammihud; from Manasseh, Gamaliel 

son of Pedahzur;  
11 

 from Benjamin, Abidan son of Gideoni;  
12 

 from Dan, Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai;  
13 

 from Asher, Pagiel son of Okran;  
14 

 from Gad, Eliasaph son of Deuel;  
15 

 from Naphtali, Ahira son of Enan.”  

Numbers 34:19-29 (NIV2011)  
19 

 These are their names: Caleb son of Jephunneh, from the tribe of Judah;  
20 

 Shemuel son of Ammihud, from the tribe of Simeon;  
21 

 Elidad son of Kislon, from the tribe of Benjamin;  
22 

 Bukki son of Jogli, the leader from the tribe of Dan;  
23 

 Hanniel son of Ephod, the leader from the tribe of Manasseh son of Joseph;  
24 

 Kemuel son of Shiphtan, the leader from the tribe of Ephraim son of Joseph;  



25 
 Elizaphan son of Parnak, the leader from the tribe of Zebulun;  

26 
 Paltiel son of Azzan, the leader from the tribe of Issachar;  

27 
 Ahihud son of Shelomi, the leader from the tribe of Asher;  

28 
 Pedahel son of Ammihud, the leader from the tribe of Naphtali.”  

29 
 These are the men the LORD commanded to assign the inheritance to the Israelites in the land 

of Canaan.  

I thought about the names. None of the first list were alive to see the Promise of God 

fulfilled. Their cowardness and faithlessness, after the spies returned from the Land, caused 

Israel to face God’s punishment, which was to wander the desert for 40 years until the entire 

generation of faithless Israelites died off.  

Only Caleb of Judah and Joshua, son of Nun, were spared death and allowed to see the 

Promised Land. Only these two men, two of the 12 spies sent in to check out the land, gave a 

faithful report to the people encouraging the people to rise up, trust God and take the Land.  

Joshua became the God’s leader to take the people into the Promised Land and Caleb led the 

tribe of Judah. 

The faithfulness of their younger years became the foundation for their lives, which 

ultimately led them to leadership in Israel and to be listed in scripture among the faithful. 

Faithfulness is earned one decision at a time. Faithfulness over a lifetime is the metal of 

godly life and leadership. Joshua and Caleb exemplify this. 
Lord, I hope, I pray that my life be much more like Caleb’s and Joshua’s in the end than any of the other 10 

spies who instilled fear rather than faith after spying out the land. Lord, give me strength to remain faithful for all the 
rest of my days. I pray in Jesus‘ name. Amen. 

 

 

Sunday, September 20, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


