
The Weekly Word 
September 7-13, 2020 

 
As the fresh air of these late summer days fills your lungs, may a fresh reading of God’s 

Word fill your lives. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, September 7: Numbers 23- Do you love God?… 
Reading this chapter I thought of the verse Joseph spoke to his brothers in Genesis 50:20:  

You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, 
the saving of many lives. 

Balak intended to harm and curse Israel, but God used Balaam, a pagan prophet, to bless 
Israel.  

How often the Lord takes what was meant for evil and brings about good. The supreme 
example of this is Jesus’ death on the cross. The Devil thought he had won… he had killed 
God’s son, the Messiah. But in fact Jesus’ death was God’s plan; it was the atoning sacrifice for 
the sins of all who believe!!! 

I realize there is evil in the world and bad things happen in the world. Still the hands of God 
are not tied. One of the most memorized verses of the Bible, Romans 8:28, speaks to God 
working during the storms and evil of life: And we know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 

I take comfort that in ALL things –good, bad, ugly, horrible things –God works for the good 
of people who love Him… 

And this begs the question… Do I (you) love God? Am I living a life called by His purpose? 
Are you? 

Oh, Lord God, I want to be Yours, fully Yours. Help me, bless me, empower me to be Yours. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.   

 
 
Tuesday, September 8: Numbers 24– Mixed motives, mixed attitudes and divided 

hearts, such is humanity… 
We are people of mixed motives and mixed agendas. Balaam is no saint. The New Testament 

has harsh words about Balaam (see 2Peter 2:15; Jude 1:11; Revelation 2:14). Still in this chapter, 
as in the last chapter, Balaam blesses Israel potentially at the peril of his life. Even bad people 
can do good things. Likewise, even good people can do bad things. When it comes to most of us 
there is a lot of grey in life.  

Mixed motives, mixed attitudes and divided hearts… such is humanity. 
This is yet another reason why I so desperately need a savior. I am nowhere near good 

enough to earn my way into God’s favor. I don’t believe that if someone could add all up all my 
good, even without subtracting the bad, I would be good enough to be invited into God’s 
presence. And when I add to the equation all my sin-filled actions, thoughts, intentions and the 
like, my equation grows even more deplorable. Like I said, I desperately need a savior! 

Thankfully Jesus came and traded my sin-riddled life for His perfect life. In Jesus I am 
redeemed, forgiven, restored and loved! 
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And as I sit and think about all the other humans who are just as grey and messed up as I am, 
I realize all over again how desperately the world and all the people in the world need Jesus. 

Lord, help me to point people to Jesus so they too can find forgiveness and joy in this life and the next. In Jesus’ 
name I pray. Amen. 

 
 

Wednesday, September 2: Numbers 25- The constant lure of sexual sin …  
Reading the Old Testament, I am duly warned about the pernicious nature of sin and how 

easy it is to fall into sin-filled patterns. Israel is again enticed into sin, sexual sin with the 
Moabites. 

It strikes me how often sex is a root of sin. The strong passion of sex seemingly can be easily 
turned into a selfish sin action. As Israel camped in Shittim it was the seduction of the Moabite 
women. To make the sin even worse, this seduction was connected with the worship of Baal of 
Peor… the god of Peor, a false pagan god. God became inflamed at Israel’s sin and 24,000 died 
as God meted out His judgment. 

In my world Moabite women are not the issue… but the lure of sexual sin knocks repeatedly 
and forcefully on people’s hearts. 

The Internet brings the lure of sexual sin into easy reach for any person with a computer, 
smartphone or tablet. Changing sexual morays in our world mainstreams all manner of sexual sin 
to the big screen and our private screens. All of this grinds down God’s Word, which reveals 
God’s design for sex only within the relationship of one man and one woman for a lifetime. 

Today’s reading shouts to me, “Beware, be on your guard, sin is crouching at the door”. 
Lord, keep me close to You. Keep me humble and dependent upon You. May my life reflect Your will. In Jesus’ 

name I pray. Amen. 
 
 

Thursday, September 10: Numbers 26– God keeps his word … 
The book of Numbers is clear that God keeps His word. When Israel rebelled and refused to 

go into the Land after the spies returned, God said they would wander until that generation died 
off. Now on the edge of the Promised Land, God prepares to take Israel into the Land. A second 
census is taken which will determine the inheritance of each tribe. The results show that God 
keeps His Word. 

These are the ones counted by Moses and Eleazar the priest when they counted the Israelites 
on the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho. Not one of them was among those 
counted by Moses and Aaron the priest when they counted the Israelites in the Desert of Sinai. 
For the LORD had told those Israelites they would surely die in the wilderness, and not one of 
them was left except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun (63-65, bold mine).  

For 40 years God led and watched over Israel in the desert. For 40 years God provided 
manna daily and their sandals didn’t wear out. They were kept safe from enemies. All the while, 
the faithless generation slowly died off. Most by natural causes, some in other minor rebellions. 
This way or that, God brought His will to pass. Even Miriam and Aaron, who were part of that 
same generation, died.  

Reading through the Bible reminds me that God keeps His Word. People…well, we are a 
mixed bag. Even faithful people falter, sin and at times do not keep their word. BUT not the 
Lord, the Lord is always faithful to His Word. 

The Bible shows humanity with all its frailties and failings, but never God. God’s book 
reminds us regularly throughout that the Lord is true to His Word. And this give me comfort. 
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When God says He will forgive (1John1:9), I can believe Him. When God says He will save all 
who call to Him (Romans 10:9-13) I can believe Him. When God says He will never leave or 
forsake us (Matthew 28:20) I can believe Him.  

I am comforted and encouraged through today’s reading that God’s promises are true… all of 
them. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul and all that is within me bless His holy name… Bless the Lord, O my soul and 
remember all God’s promises… Bless the Lord, O my soul. Amen and amen.  

 
 

Friday, September 11: Numbers 27– To the Lord, every person matters … 
In a highly patriarchal time God declared that in matters of inheritance if there were no sons, 

then daughters came next. “Say to the Israelites, ‘If a man dies and leaves no son, give his 
inheritance to his daughter. If he has no daughter, give his inheritance to his brothers. If he has 
no brothers, give his inheritance to his father’s brothers (8-10). 

When I watch Middle Eastern countries today, women often are still treated as chattel. 
Certainly women did not have the standing of males in ancient Israel but in this law of 
inheritance daughters came after sons and before any other relatives. Modern ears will still hear 
the treatment of women in ancient Israel as unfair. And by modern egalitarian standards it was. 
But that does not undo the incredible leap forward that this text presents. Daughters being placed 
before uncles was a significant change to the cultures around Israel. 

And even before Moses received his answer from the Lord, Moses treated the daughters of 
Zelophehad with respect when they presented their case. This in and of itself modeled honor and 
dignity to those women. In some ancient cultures they would have been dismissed out of hand 
even before they spoke. 

In these moments I see God’s hand and steps moving his people toward egalitarian behavior 
that we find in the New Testament. 

To the Lord, every person matters… her or his station in life, gender, age, etc. does not 
matter to the Lord. Each and every person is precious in His sight and someone for whom Jesus 
died. 

Thank You, Lord, for caring for me, as an individual, a child, a son. Thank You, Lord, for inviting me into 
Your family. I am so appreciative to be considered Yours. In Jesu’s name I pray. Amen. 

 
 

Saturday, September 12: Numbers 28– The rhythm of life… 
I was struck by the rhythm of the offerings offered at the tabernacle and eventually the 

temple. There was a daily offering, which had two components, morning and twilight (thus a 
rhythm within a rhythm).  

Next there was a weekly Sabbath offering. Then a monthly offering rhythm. And finally 
there were special seasons with special offerings; Passover and the festival of Weeks is 
mentioned in chapter 28, with the festival of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement and the Festival of 
Tabernacles being described in Chapter 29. 

All of this sparked my thinking about rhythms and the worship of God. There are daily 
rhythms which include for me, things like my Bible reading and devotions, prayer (grace) at 
meals and then spot prayer as needs arise. Then there is the weekly rhythm of Sunday worship, 
when I gather with others in the worship of the Lord. Community worship reaches to places in 
my life that personal devotions do not. 
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I don’t really have a monthly worship rhythm like the Israelites, unless I count that once a 
month Sunday worship which includes communion. (Personally, I could, however, be just as 
comfortable with communion weekly.) 

Then there are yearly seasons with different intensity and focus, like Advent and Lent. And 
there are the two ‘high holy days’ of Christmas Eve and Easter, not unlike the yearly Day of 
Atonement for Israel. 

I find these rhythms healthy in a number of respects. Varying intensities and practices help 
keep my worship of the Lord fresh and less likely to grow stale, keeping me engaged. They give 
life a variety and touch different places in my inner life… some being more expressive and 
others being more contemplative. These rhythms also give me a rhythm.  

Weekly Sabbath, which I didn’t mention above, reminds me that life is not all work, that I 
can rest in the Lord and that God is my strength and my provider.  

Sitting back and taking all this in gives me a reverent appreciation for the rhythms the Lord 
established. And tomorrow I get to enjoy the weekly rhythm of corporate worship… 

Lord, I am so thankful for the wonder of life You created. And I delight that tomorrow I can be with my church 
for the first time in months… Thank You, Lord! Please keep us and the world safe from the ravages of Covid-19. In 
Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 
 

Sunday, September 13, 2020 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 
and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 
answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 
subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 
questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 
office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  
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