
 

 

The Weekly Word 
August 31- September 6, 2020 

 
September is here… Fall, my favorite season of the year, will soon be with us. Happy 

reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, August 31: Numbers 17- How God led me to his grace… 
The Lord uses a creative miracle to mark His leadership for Israel. 
Sometimes a show of force is necessary. Sometimes other measures can be used. This is one 

of the latter cases. 
Korah’s rebellion resulted in the death of 14,600 Israelites. The earth swallowed up Korah 

and his followers. After that a plague ravaged the camp. I can only imagine that the plague bred 
fear in the camp.  

With this as the background I see the brilliance of God choosing a creative miracle to set 
Aaron apart. This miracle I imagine inspired awe and wonder. I know it did in me. Having a staff 
sprout, bud and flower! Spectacular!  

The Lord has so many ways to display His power and glory. Different ways connect with 
different people. I know people who have experienced healings and this led them to the Lord. I 
know others who had dreams that brought them to the Lord. Others came to believe in the Lord 
through the witness of a friend and still others believe in the Lord because of the faithful living 
of their parents and families. Different means for different people all guided by the one Lord 
God almighty. 

I sat and remembered the many means God used to lead me to Jesus. Even though it was a 
friend who finally walked me across the line of faith, so many other elements combined to form 
the chain of grace that ultimately connected me to Jesus. Some of the other elements God used in 
my life were: 

• A faith-filled family 
• A chance encounter with someone giving out tracks 
• A dramatic answering of a prayer earlier in life; which I rationalized away until God 

brought it back to my memory at a time when I was opening my life back up to the Lord.  
• Tough times in my life that I see now helped open me to divine power. 
• A friend willing to share faith 
• God orchestrating events in my life to place me in my friend’s path so he could privately 

share faith with me. 
A smile grew on my face as I remembered these and more ways God touches in my life… these 
touches, which paved a roadway for me to find true faith in the Lord. 

I realize these thoughts strayed from the meaning of the text. Be that as it may, it was a 
wonderful trip remembering the faithfulness of God. And realizing all the more how much God 
pursued me to bring me home. 

Thank You, Lord… Thank You, Hound of Heaven, for never giving up on me, for pursuing me relentlessly and 
calling me home into Your waiting arms of Love and Grace. Bless You, Lord God Almighty –Father, Jesus, Holy 
Spirit. Amen and amen. 



 

 

 
 

Tuesday, September 1: Numbers 18– Thoughts on the tithe… 
I love the fact that the Levites, who receive Israel’s tithe as their inheritance, give a tithe of it 

to the Lord (see verse 26).  
Tithing teaches us that everything comes from the Lord and that we are dependence on the 

Lord. Like any of the Lord’s regulations we can obey it out of duty or try to understand what 
God is teaching so that it hopefully becomes an act of love from our changed hearts.  

I am grateful that I was instructed about tithing early in my walk with Jesus. Since that was 
the same time I was growing into adulthood, tithing became ingrained in me when I was first 
earning a paycheck so it has become part and parcel of how I manage my finances.  

As the word and idea of the tithe circulates in my mind the dominant thought comes around 
to dependence… dependence on the Lord. I am so utterly dependent upon the Lord. Everything I 
have comes through His hands. Everything… the possessions I have, the mental acuity I have, 
the life experiences… everything I have is from the Lord, so the idea of a tithe, a gift, a thank 
You to the Lord seems so right. 

Thank You, Lord, for this journey of remembrance, recognizing your blessings. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 

Wednesday, September 2: Numbers 19- Blessed I live under the New Covenant…  
All of these elaborate rituals around purifying a person after they have touched something 

unclean or someone who is dead. It is quite amazing to me that there are all these elaborate rules 
and regulations. Creating ashes from a sacrificed red heifer is simply one step in the process of 
purification.  

My first thought was how often does someone come in contact with a dead human body? In 
my life it is exceedingly rare. Back then it likely happened more frequently. In battles warriors 
go out and strip the bodies of the dead after the battle. People buried relatives themselves; they 
didn’t turn the process of burial over to ‘professionals.’ Still I am wondering the need for these 
elaborate rituals? 

I am so glad that I live under the new covenant, where Jesus makes me clean. I don’t have to 
rely on elaborate rituals. 

One thing about being unclean back during the Old Testament times is that one could not 
approach the tabernacle. An unclean person was essentially cut off from God. So I certainly 
understand why regaining purity after uncleanness was important.  

Again, I am so glad that I live under the New Covenant. Jesus has taken care of all this. And 
when I sin and sully my faith, to connect with God all I need to do is confess my sins directly to 
the Lord and then His 1John1:9 promise brings life. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  

How blessed I am (we are) to live under the New Covenant of Jesus. 
Jesus, I am forever grateful to be Your redemption and the New Covenant of grace and forgiveness. Praise You, 

Jesus. Praise You.  
 
 

Thursday, September 3: Numbers 20– Personal loss… 
In this chapter Moses suffers great personal loss, both his sister and brother die. Miriam has 

not appeared much in the Exodus saga. Her biggest role was during the unfortunate challenge 



 

 

that she and Aaron put forward against Moses’ leadership. Still she was Moses’ older sister. 
Moses certainly felt grief at her death. 

Then the chapter concludes with the death of Aaron. Aside from a few lapses in judgment 
Aaron has been at Moses’ side from the very beginning.  From shortly after the burning bush 
until this day, Aaron has been with Moses. Aaron’s death must have been a heavy personal blow 
to Moses… the sadness and grief to bury Aaron, his last remaining sibling, priest of Israel, and 
confidant. 

In the face of these losses, Moses’ soldiers on. 
The text provides no insights into Moses’ interior life and how he deals with all this loss. All 

we know is that he continues to lead. 
I am reminded of Psalm 90, the only Psalm attributed to Moses. This Psalm has life and 

death as a foundational theme. For example: 
Psalm 90:3-9: You turn people back to dust, saying, “Return to dust, you mortals.” A 

thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch in the night. Yet 
you sweep people away in the sleep of death— they are like the new grass of the morning: In the 
morning it springs up new, but by evening it is dry and withered. We are consumed by your 
anger and terrified by your indignation. You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in 
the light of your presence. All our days pass away under your wrath; we finish our years with a 
moan.  

I wonder, given the deaths of Miriam and Aaron and God’s rebuke due to the way Moses and 
Aaron handled the waters of Meribah, if this psalm wasn’t written around this time. This is only 
a conjecture on my part, but thematically it could fit.  

If I am correct, the ending reminds me that even in loss Moses turns to the Lord, which 
means I, too, can always turn to the Lord. Psalm 90 concludes with verse 17: May the favor of 
the Lord our God rest on us; establish the work of our hands for us— yes, establish the work of 
our hands.  

Yes, God establishes the work of our hands! 
Lord, I offer You my hands, my life, my all, use me as You wish. Correct me when I am wrong and direct me all 

the days of my life. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 

Friday, September 4: Numbers 21– They spoke against God… 
They spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out of 

Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this 
miserable food!” (5). 

In all of Israel’s mis-deeds, I don’t recall reading those four words bolded above before. It is 
one thing to grumble, but to speak against someone –in this case God –is an entire order of  
greater magnitude. This is particularly serious since the suggestion of the text is that the whole of 
the nation of Israel spoke against God. Then add to their miscreant speaking their detest of the 
manna, God’s gift of sustenance during the entire wilderness wanderings. 

This is a particularly low moment. So it isn’t surprising that the Lord reacted quickly and 
decisively sending the venomous snakes.  

The next surprise is how quickly God comes to their aid. As soon as the people admit their 
sin (7), Moses –who they also spoke against –prays for them and God immediately sends a cure 
for the snakebites. 

When scripture tells us that God washes us clean when we confess (see Psalm 51) and 
removes our sins, as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions 



 

 

from us (Psalm 103:12), it is absolutely true. This account is one of many examples of this truth 
in scripture.  

All of this leads me to sit humbly before my Lord and admit my failings and sins that I might 
be forgiven. 

Thank You, Lord, for Your gift of forgiveness… in and through Jesus, the Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Saturday, September 5: Numbers 22– Keep the correct perspective; God alone is God… 
I was attracted to the fact that Balaam lives by the Euphrates River and Balak, King of Moab, 

lives in Moab, which borders the Jordan river. My sense of the geography was that the two 
places were far apart, so I looked it up. Here’s what I found: The distance between Pethor (Pitru) 
and the plains of Moab would be over 370 miles. The journey would take an estimated 20-25 
days, hence the four journeys in the story about 90 days. The biblical narrative ignores the 
length of the journeys, choosing rather to structure the narrative on three pairs of days (days 1-
2: 22:2-14; days 3-4: 22:15-35; days 5-6: 22:36-24:35).  

How desperate Balak was seeing Israel knocking on his door that he would send for a 
prophet who lived 25 days away! I also wondered how Balak heard of Balaam. All I can assume 
is that traders traveling to and from the Euphrates area brought tales of this prophet Balaam. 
Balak also knew of Israel’s defeat of his neighbors, the Amorites; certainly he then knew of the 
Lord, the God of the Israelites.  

Why I wondered, did he not seek Israel’s God and reach out to Moses even as he reached out 
to Balaam? 

As I was writing the above sentence, I found myself thinking about people today. People will 
seek all manner of gods or spirituality faster than they will turn to the Lord. I just saw an article 
in the upcoming September issue of Christianity Today titled: Secular Faiths Are Remaking the 
American Religious Landscape. I have not yet read the article, but it is a book review of Tara 
Isabella Burton’s new book: Strange Rites: New Religions for a Godless World. The title says a 
lot. Our world is looking for religious rite that allow people to give meaning to life without the 
necessity of worshipping the Lord God Almighty. Smaller gods are ok but a supreme being that 
sets the rules for life is well, too confining, too limiting. We humans want our freedom to 
determine what we believe is right and wrong. With a Supreme God, it doesn’t work that way. 
With a Supreme God, God calls the shots, period. End of story. 

I suspect that Balak chose the way forward that would allow him to remain in control rather 
than having to bend a knee to the Lord. 

My prayer is that I always keep my perspective… God sits on the throne and I do not. The 
Lord sets the rules and agenda for life, I do not.  

Lord, may I always keep this perspective… that You, Lord, are God and I am merely a simple servant. I pray 
this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 
 

*The New International Commentary on the Old Testament – The Book of Numbers. 
 
 

Sunday, September 6, 2020 - Sunday Worship  
 
 



 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 
and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 
answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 
subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 
questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 
office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


