
The Weekly Word 
August 24-30, 2020 

 
The end of August is approaching… keep up the reading. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, August 24: Numbers 11- The dangerous peril of negative voices… 
It never ceases to amaze me how a few voices… negative voices can cause a group to spiral 

downward. Reading verses 4-6 the thought jumped out at me that the so called “rabble” with 
their negative talk sparked general discontent in the camp of Israel, which led to everyone crying 
out for meat. 

The rabble with them (Israel) began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started 
wailing and said, “If only we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—
also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. But now we have lost our appetite; we 
never see anything but this manna!” (4-6). 

As Moses records the incident, he notes the influence of the “rabble” on the people. This 
caused me to realize how easily a few ‘rabble’ can spark problems in so many situations. 

Throughout our country people have been protesting since the death of George Floyd. Sadly, 
in some instances “rabble” have turned peaceful protests into a mob. 

In churches, organizations and groups a few whining members can sour a meeting. 
How easily a selfish spark can set a conversation a blaze. 
Staring at verse 4 and the word “rabble” pierced me. God causing me to look inside to see if I 

could ever be labeled “rabble”. While I might not always have an answer/suggestion/question 
that can move a group forward, I can ALWAYS bridle my lips and refrain from rabble-rousing, 
which can pull a group down quicker than a baseball pitcher’s pitch crosses the plate. Not being 
part of the problem is always within our grasp… 

Lord, tie my mouth shut when in my humanity I am tempted to use my voice for “rabble” rather than 
encouragement. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 
 

Tuesday, August 25: Numbers 12– Jealousy beware of it… 
After Moses’ comment about “rabble” in chapter 11, we see something similar play out again 

in Chapter 12.  
Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he had 

married a Cushite. “Has the LORD spoken only through Moses?” they asked. “Hasn’t he also 
spoken through us?” And the LORD heard this (1-2).  

We don’t know Miriam’s beef with Moses’ wife. The follow up comment seems to suggest 
her beef is more with Moses and him being the people’s direct connection to the Lord than his 
wife. Truth is we have no record of God speaking through Miriam or Aaron instead of Moses. 
Aaron, in his initial calling, was to be the mouthpiece or prophet for Moses. God would speak to 
Moses and Moses to Aaron, and Aaron to the people. So Aaron’s words did not originate from 
his connection and relationship with the Lord. Rather, Moses had the connection and Aaron was 
Moses voice. 



And Miriam? Beyond being Moses’ sister, she plays little part leading the people. In chapter  
15 of Exodus we read what is often referred to as “Miriam’s song”. But the NIV2011 notes it 
more faithfully as “Moses’ and Miriam’s song.” Moses leads it, thus likely wrote it and Miriam 
leads the women in the refrain. So at best she is a song leader, not a prophet. And she never even 
so much as entered the Holy of Holies as Aaron and his sons do as priests. 

Jealousy seems to be an unwritten but understood actor in this play. 
Miriam and Aaron were jealous of Moses’ prime position. This Cushite issue seems to be a 

rouse to create a problem.  
Not lost on me is the final sentence of the verses above. And the LORD heard this. God, too, 

knew what was happening and God would take care of it!!! And God did forcefully. 
God hates division among His people!!! Still to this day God hates division among His 

people. Whether it comes from the people or the leadership… God hates division. 
Lord, again I pray, stop me rather than allow me to sew division among your people. I pray in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
 
 

Wednesday, August 26: Numbers 13- Leaders lead well …  
Along with the account of the golden calf at the base of Mt Sinai, this may be one of the 

saddest stories in the Old Testament. God’s hand picked leaders for Israel cannot get passed 
themselves to believe the power of God is with them will bring them into the gift of the Promised 
Land.  

Fear grips the leaders. Seemingly, wiped from their memories is the defeat of Egypt at the 
Red Sea, food provided everyday, the cloud of fire by night and smoke by day and the many 
other blessings/protection of the Lord. 

These leaders do not have eyes of faith to see what God was offering them. Human eyes see 
insurmountable problems, disregarding that God specifically told them He would bring them into 
the Land! 

This was not to be a story about human potential with cries of “we can do it.” In truth it is 
never about Israel’s strength. It was to be a story of the greatness of the Lord who brought His 
people into the Promised Land by the strength of His arm. Sadly, fear generated disobedience 
and the leaders sowed doubt, distrust of the Lord and ultimately disobedience to the Lord. 

The people did what people do… they followed. In this case the leaders failed the people due 
to their lack of faith. 

As one who carries a small mantle of leadership among God’s people, this is one of my 
deepest fears that I might sow faithlessness rather than faithfulness. 

My greatest weapon against this fear is spending time with the Lord regularly so that I 
understand when God is leading and then coupling that with trusting God, hearing God’s leading 
with obedience, doing what I hear God directing. Most of this training happens in little things… 
obeying a nudge here and a direction there.  

Cultivating obedience is a lifelong action during my sojourn this side of eternity.  
Lord, I aspire to be a Caleb, a man who can rightly assess things while at the same time understanding when You 

say “go”, You will provide a way. Lead me, Lord, that I might lead Your people. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
 

Thursday, August 27: Numbers 14– The weight of leadership… 
As the leaders go, so go the people. The Israelites follow their leaders into sin and 

disobedience. 



Honestly, what more is there to say? People will follow their leaders even if it is into sin. 
A deep sadness falls on me for the church today and segments of the church’s leadership who 

I believe are abandoning its Biblical roots and falling into faithfulness to the Lord and scripture.  
In my next breath, I want to be careful not to move toward personal arrogance believing I am 

somehow above scriptural compromise. I am not. I am a fallible and sinful human being, just like 
anyone else.  

Honestly, my understanding of scripture compels me to look at the landscape of the church 
where I see large swaths disregarding scripture and acting more like secular culture than spirit-
empowered Jesus followers. 

For the second day, I feel the pressing weight of leadership. My life and teaching affects 
more than my life… 

Oh, God, I pray for nothing more that faithfulness to You, to preaching what You teach in scripture. May people 
grow to be more obedient and faithful to You through my words and actions. May You only, Lord, receive all honor 
and glory. Amen. 

 
 

Friday, August 28: Numbers 15– Before God everyone is equal … 
A few places caught my attention. I decided to concentrate on the first attention grabber of 

my reading.  
The community is to have the same rules for you and for the foreigner residing among you; 

this is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. You and the foreigner shall be the same 
before the LORD: The same laws and regulations will apply both to you and to the foreigner 
residing among you’ ” (15-16). 

One could almost read past this brief statement… yet, as I ponder it, its profound nature is 
inspiring.  

Citizen and foreigner treated alike when it comes to offerings and temple sacrifices. 
Everyone is equal at the steps of the tabernacle! 

This presents a potent truth. Before God everyone is equal. Israelites my have an advantage 
since they have the written Law. But the advantage of having the Law does not make one person 
better or place them on a higher plain than someone else, Israelite or foreigner. 

How can I translate this into my day? 
Everyone is equal at the foot of the cross. Growing up in a Christian family I had the 

advantage of hearing God’s Word from a young age. My parents pledged to raise me in the faith 
at my baptism before I was 3 weeks old. So, from my earliest memories, Christianity has been 
the given worldview of my life. Still I needed to come to grips with Jesus and put my faith and 
trust in Him, just like any other person on the planet if I wanted to be invited into his family and 
be saved.  

Lord, thank You for Karl who told me about my need to trust in and confess Jesus, reminding me that faith isn’t 
a birthright but a decision to obey and follow Jesus. Amen. 

 
 

Saturday, August 29: Numbers 16– Jealousy is deadly … 
As I was reading the account of Korah’s rebellion against Moses and Aaron I was overtaken 

by the thought, jealousy is deadly. 
Korah and friends were not satisfied to be Levites, they were jealous of Moses and Aaron 

who got to go into God’s presence. They wanted positions and callings that were not theirs. In 
doing so they despised their calling and were jealous for another person’s calling. 



How easy it can be in life to succumb to similar jealousies…  
You grow jealous of another’s promotion, for example. In my line of vocation as a pastor, I 

see it all the time. Large church pastors are considered better pastors, more successful pastors, 
more important leaders. Pastors called by God to serve smaller churches often looked upon as 
inferior. When you attend a pastor’s conferences in most conversations the question quickly 
emerges, how large is your church. At this point a pecking order based on church size emerges. It 
is so easy if you serve a smaller church or if you serve a rural church, which doesn’t have the 
money or technical expertise for ‘cutting edge’ stuff, whatever that might be at the time, to be at 
the bottom of the hierarchy rankings. And it is very easy to fall into jealousy for the big names 
and larger church pastors. I know I have been there over the years. 

God, however, asks for faithfulness in whatever station or calling He has given to you. 
Korah and friends were not satisfied. As Levites they wanted to be priests. God, however, 

needs both. 
In Corinth (see chapter 12), they, too, suffered from a jealousy based on gifts given by God. 

God desired His body to have all the gifts and He parceled them out as He saw fit for the 
common good.  

Being content in God’s calling, an antidote to jealousy, can help a person avoid Korah’s 
sin… 

How am I doing in this department? How are you? 
Oh, God, search me and root out any jealousy, any envy. Teach me contentment as I live into my calling from 

You. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 

Sunday, August 30, 2020 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 
and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 
answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 
subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 
questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 
office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


