
The Weekly Word 
August 17-23, 2020 

 
The Book of Numbers doesn’t sound like an intriguing read, but God never disappoints 

when we spend time in His Word. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, August 17: Numbers 5- The Lord is Israel’s decisive figure… 
I am a product of my age. I couldn’t help wonder why there is a ritual for a jealous husband 

who thinks his wife may have cheated on him with another man, but there is not parallel ritual 
for a woman who thinks her husband cheated on her. 

There is a part of me that wants to shout, “That’s not fair!” 
There is no way for me to answer my question why a ritual for a jealous husband but not a 

jealous wife. I simply have to live with the fact that there was not an equal ritual for husbands 
and wives on this issue. 

One thing I do know is that I cannot impose on the text modern ideas upon an ancient 
culture. The best I can do is seek to understand what it teaches given the life and times within 
which it is written. 

One thing is obvious, there is godly action happening beneath the surface of the ritual. Both 
the guilty and the not-guilty were drinking the same dust infused water. God was determining 
which woman bore the judgment and who did not. In the ritual Israel understood it was the hand 
of God announcing guilt or innocence.  

The Lord God was to be a decisive figure in Israel’s life. 
I am thankful that in Jesus we can be forgiven for any sin and do not have to remain under 

God’s curse. What a gift Jesus’ atonement and forgiveness is. 
Lord, hear me as I pray…   Amen.  
 
 

Tuesday, August 18: Numbers 6– The LORD bless you and keep you … 
Reading this chapter it struck me how significant a vow the Nazirite vow was. No grapes in 

any form including seeds or skins. Growing your hair as a sign of your vow. And no defilement, 
which includes not being near a dead body and then concluding with arranged sacrifices. Even an 
incidental breaking of any of these requirements was considered defilement, which in turn meant 
starting over from the start. Taking a Nazirite vow was significant. I wonder if this is the type of 
vow Paul took in Jerusalem (see Acts 21:17ff). 

Where I paused to ponder today was with the Aaronic blessing. This blessing is near to my 
heart. I use a variation almost every Sunday to conclude worship. Calling the Lord’s presence 
over and on His people is a deep and profound wonder… it is a blessing to speak this blessing. 

The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the 
Israelites. Say to them:   

“ ‘ “The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.” ’ 

 “So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.” (22-27). 



I don’t think I ever paid much attention to verse 27: “So they will put my name on the 
Israelites, and I will bless them.” By speaking this blessing over Israel, Aaron, as priest, was 
putting God’s name on (upon) the Israelites and this brings with it, God’s blessings. Just 
speaking the Lord’s name over them is putting God’s name on them… wow! The power of 
God’s name! No wonder God forbids misuse of His name (Commandment #3). 

Lately, I am finding myself far more disturbed when I hear people using God’s name in 
inappropriate ways more so than when I hear various 4-letter words. The 4-letter words may be 
crass and cruel in how they are used, but cursing God or using God’s name as profanity or a 
punctuation mark is far worse (at least in my book) 

God’s name is to be hallowed and if speaking His name in a blessing puts the Lord’s name 
on people, then what happens when God name is used wrongly!?! 

Back to verse 27.  Speaking that blessing puts the Lord’s name on people… so I speak this 
over everyone who reads this devo: 

“ ‘ “The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.” ’ 

May it be so Lord, may it be so. Amen. 
 
 

Wednesday, August 19: Numbers 7- God’s Spirit lives within us …  
Reading this chapter, and particularly the final verse, caused me to wonder what it was like to 

be Moses. When Moses entered the tent of meeting to speak with the LORD, he heard the voice 
speaking to him from between the two cherubim above the atonement cover on the ark of the 
covenant law. In this way the LORD spoke to him (89). 

I have never heard an audible voice from God. I wondered what it was like to regularly hear 
God’s audible voice. Moses not only heard God’s voice, his ears could pinpoint the direction and 
location from where the voice was coming. I wonder what that was like??? 

This observation floors me. To pinpoint the location of the voice of God in the room. Talk 
about intimacy and immanence! No wonder Moses is the most important figure of the Old 
Testament. 

This little fact is presented as if it was a normal occurrence whenever Moses entered the 
tabernacle.  

Oh, what must it have been like to hear so clearly the voice of God? 
Still as great as Moses was and as intimate his relationship with the Lord, Moses, I suspect, 

would look upon us –Jesus followers –with a touch of envy because we, by God’s grace, have 
God’s Spirit living within us. God is with us 24/7/365. Not a minute goes by when we are alone. 
Moses never had this kind of access with the Lord. 

All this make me appreciate all the more the wonder and grace of being a disciple of Jesus… 
Thank You, Father, thank You, Jesus, for sending the Holy Spirit to be with us and live in us. We truly are 

blessed. I truly am blessed. Amen.  
 
 

Thursday, August 20: Numbers 8– God’s own possession… 
The Levites were set apart for God’s service. The chapter lays out the elaborate ceremony 

that set the Levites apart. I have only grabbed one verse from the chapter to represent what God 
was directing. In this way you are to set the Levites apart from the other Israelites, and the 
Levites will be mine (14).  



The Levites are different, set apart, distinct from the rest of the Israelites. They are not better, 
but since they took care of the Tabernacle they were separated, distinct, set apart. One outcome 
of this was that Levites didn’t serve in the army. They were tethered to the tabernacle, which was 
their inheritance. They didn’t receive a portion of the land like other tribes either because God 
was their inheritance. 

We don’t have this kind of distinction in the New Testament era. We all, by God’s Spirit 
within, have the Lord as our inheritance. We all are set apart from the world to serve the Lord 
and Him only. We all have ministry on behalf of the Lord, to be God’s ambassadors in the world 
wherever we find ourselves. 

What a joy it is to live under the New Covenant, the Covenant of Jesus. What a joy it is to be 
God’s own possession. I pray I find it a joy to do God’s bidding and God’s will as I live and 
serve Him and Him alone. 

Oh, Lord God, may this be so… may I be Yours alone. May I fulfill Your will in a manner and way that 
brings You glory. I pray in Jesus’ name. amen. 

 
 

Friday, August 21: Numbers 9– Remained humble and utterly dependent upon the Lord. 
… 

As I began reading I was drawn in by verse 8. The verse simply says, Moses answered them, 
“Wait until I find out what the LORD commands concerning you.”    

It has been more than a year that Moses is leading Israel in their exodus. He has been to the 
mountain and met with the Lord for 40 days. The tabernacle has been constructed and when he 
enters the tabernacle he literally hears the voice of God. Moses is a BIG deal. He has prestige, 
standing, and authority. People come to him will all manner of questions and he answers and 
adjudicates. He is Israel’s ‘answer man.’ 

What caught my attention was the fact that with all the power and authority Moses had he 
remained utterly humble understanding his place. He knew he was only the conduit for the Lord. 
In and of himself Moses was merely human, no different than anyone else.  

From verse 8 we learn that when a new issue arose, Moses didn’t spout his answer. Moses 
didn’t even succumb to maybe knowing the answer, saying something like “I think…, but I will 
check and get back to you.” No, Moses was direct, Wait until I find out what the LORD 
commands concerning you. 

Moses’ answer pushes me to think about myself. Particularly when a new situation arises, do 
I guess at what God would direct or do I turn to the Lord for His answer? Especially in things of 
God but also with general things of life, do I spout responses regarding topic I do not know, 
acting like I know far more than I do? 

In my extended family system, we have a relative who seems to always have the answer. The 
topic could be rocks or flora or fauna. We have another relative who loves to bait and trap the 
first relative in his mistakes, seemingly playing the game, “I know you don’t know what you are 
talking about”.  I steer clear of these duels. It isn’t a very healthy system. It came to mind 
because it begins with someone (or some two) who wants to be seen as knowing a lot. 

Moses, who stood in a privileged position between the people and God, knew his limits and 
was not willing to misrepresent God to the people.  

Moses remained humble and utterly dependent upon the Lord. And this last sentence is my 
spiritual nugget for today… remain humble and utterly dependent upon the Lord. 

Oh, Lord God, may this be true of me as well. May I remain humble and utterly dependent upon You, Lord.  



Lord, in line with this, sculpt me so that my go to response is always to point people to You and never to myself. 
In Jesus’ name I pray. amen. 

 
 

Saturday, August 22: Numbers 10– God will lead us as he promised even when we 
stumble.… 

It’s funny…I began thinking about the exchange in this chapter a day or two ago. At the time 
I wasn’t sure if I had read it already or if it was soon to show up on the text. (I suspect because I 
have read through the Bible so many times I have a sense of when certain stories are about to 
come up in the text.) 

Well, the story I had been thinking about appeared in today’s chapter. I felt this is where I 
should spend my time. 

The encounter I was thinking about was between Moses, his father-in-law and God. It 
fascinates me. Moses has a unique relationship with the Lord. Through account of the Exodus up 
to this point Moses has been able to keep a humble heart and utter trust in the Lord. Miracles 
have occurred through his staff. He led the people through the Red Sea and saw the defeat of the 
Egyptians. He spent 40 days on Mt Sinai with the Lord needing neither food nor drink. He would 
give the Commandments and built the tabernacle to God’s specs. God leads Israel through His 
presence of smoke by day and fire at night. And to top it all off, when Moses goes into the 
Tabernacle he talks with God as a person talks with another person. He hears the voice of God! 
Moses has as close a relationship with the Lord as any human being. Understanding all this I am 
fascinated by this exchange…  

Now Moses said to Hobab son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses’ father-in-law, “We are setting 
out for the place about which the LORD said, ‘I will give it to you.’ Come with us and we will 
treat you well, for the LORD has promised good things to Israel.”  

He answered, “No, I will not go; I am going back to my own land and my own people.”  
But Moses said, “Please do not leave us. You know where we should camp in the wilderness, 

and you can be our eyes. If you come with us, we will share with you whatever good things the 
LORD gives us.”  

So they set out from the mountain of the LORD and traveled for three days. The ark of the 
covenant of the LORD went before them during those three days to find them a place to rest (30-
33).  

On the eve of their departure from Sinai, Moses asks his father-in-law to be their guide. 
Please do not leave us. You know where we should camp in the wilderness, and you can be our 
eyes. I am surprised and stunned by this ask. Moses has the ear of God. God has led them by his 
presence in the smoke and fire for a year; still Moses is concerned that he won’t know where to 
camp on the reminder of their journey.  

I am astounded at Moses’ insecurity.  
I don’t know that it is a lack of faith as much as it might be lack of confidence in himself. But 

whatever it is Moses wants to supplement God’s presence and God’s leading with human 
wisdom! 

How human this is. We trust God, still we crave human wisdom from another person. 
Reuel, maybe understanding how wrong it was said, “No”.  
Possibly the best part of the story happens next. They set out… I love the way the sentence 

concludes, LORD went before them during those three days to find them a place to rest.  



I smile at those final words (I underlined). God does His thing. God does not rebuke Moses 
for needing some extra moral support through Reuel. God simply leads them right to the next 
perfect place of rest.  

If the great Moses is forever human and lapses into momentary times of lack of faith so will 
all of us… so will I! And God remains waiting for us to turn with Him and set out. God will lead 
us as he promised even when we stumble. 

I take comfort in this story that Moses is not prefect. But God remains God and His will be 
with us in our strengths and in our weaknesses. 

Oh Lord, thank You for being You, fully perfect and divine. And thank You that You put up with me in all 
my human fragilities! Bless You Lord… in Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 
 

Sunday, August 23, 2020 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 
and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 
answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 
subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 
questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 
office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


