
The Weekly Word 
August 10-16, 2020 

 

Thank you for reading the Bible with me. This week we will finish 2Corinthians and then 

head back to the OT and the book of Numbers. Happy reading… 

 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, August 10: 2Corinthians 12- … 

Paul’s words got me when he mentioned how as a father/parent he would be a burden to his 

children the Corinthians.  Now I am ready to visit you for the third time, and I will not be a 

burden to you, because what I want is not your possessions but you. After all, children should not 

have to save up for their parents, but parents for their children. So I will very gladly spend for 

you everything I have and expend myself as well. If I love you more, will you love me less? (14-

15). 

That imagery gripped me. As a parent, a dad, I have thought on a number of occasions the 

great lengths I would go to for my children. I can read the passion in Paul’s pen, but I can also 

feel it in my bones. Before I became a parent my understanding of Paul’s words was theoretical. 

Now as a parent it is visceral.  

An amazing aspect of this text is this is how Paul feels for the Corinthians, a church filled 

with cantankerous, divided, glory-seeking followers of Jesus. They are not ‘model’ children, still 

Paul loves them. Paul will give of himself until he bleeds for them. He will correct them sternly 

when they are in the wrong while still loving them with a deep and passionate love. 

As I think about this, Paul exhibits true and deep love. And it is causing me to consider my 

love and pastoral love for the people with whom I am in relationship. I wonder if I am failing the 

‘Paul test’?   

Unconditional love is difficult… 
Oh, Lord, so many aspects of my life need an infusion of Your power, stamina, and wisdom. Grant me a heart 

willing to follow where You lead and go where You send me and do what You ask me to do. In Jesus’ name I pray. 
Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, August 11: 2Corinthians 13– Be of one mind… 

From March through July I was preaching through Philippians. I love that book. One of the 

important phrases in that letter is being of ‘one-mind.’ Interestingly, this word can also be used 

to describe the concern that the Philippians had for Paul that drove them to send the gift. As I put 

these together in my preaching I realized that being of ‘one-mind’ was more than thinking 

similarly about some topic. It suggests that in our ‘one-mindedness’ we care and help and come 

to the aid of the other when they are in trouble or need a hand. 

As 2Corinthians was winding down I saw the phrase ‘one mind’ in verse 11. My first thought 

was to make sure it was the same Greek word I met in Philippians. It is. (The word is the verb 

phroneō ). 



All of this attracted me to verse 11: Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full 

restoration, encourage one another, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and 

peace will be with you (11).  

What a straightforward word to the church, a church that has a tendency to divide. 

Strive for full restoration, I am not sure if Paul is talking about restoration of the whole body, 

i.e. the church or that each person should seek full restoration in Jesus. Thinking through the 

letter, I lean toward the former… the church needs to be restored to one another. Something all 

churches should seek… being restored to one another. 

Encourage one another, A constant theme in the New Testament. We are in this together so 

we need to be pulling for one another, encouraging and building up one another. 

Be of one mind, Here’s my word from Philippians. We have to be on the same wavelength 

with one another and care for one another. Again, we are in this together so lets stay together. 

Live in peace. This suggests to me that I need to seek peace in all my relationships, 

particularly with sisters and brothers with whom I regularly worship and fellowship. This seems 

to place an underscore under the three phrases prior.  

And the God of love and peace will be with you. Living as above God provides His gift, His 

love and peace.  

In Philippians we are told the peace of God will be with us. Here it is the love and peace of 

God. The gifts of God get better and better.  What a joy it is to have God in our midst!  
Oh, Lord, I pray that I live like this and can be an agent of Your love and peace among my brothers and sisters 

in Christ. Bless You, Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, August 12: Numbers 1-God knows my name…  

As I sit and ponder this chapter multiple thoughts roam in my thinking.  

People matter to God. We are not just a blob of humanity. We are individuals with names as 

well as collectives of people. I love the fact that God directs Moses with the names of the people 

who are to help him and Aaron count the fighting men in each tribe. The God of the universe 

knew the names of the men to take up the census. The thought that God knew the names of these 

men and that God knew what tribe they were in speaks deeply to me. How important are we that 

God knows our names! 

I think of the Tommy Walker song: He knows my name 
I have a Maker 

He formed my heart 
Before even time began 
My life was in his hands 

He knows my name 
He knows my every thought 
He sees each tear that falls 

And He hears me when I call 

God really does know my name. God truly does care.  

What an incredible God… the Lord God Almighty. We are important to Him! 

All of the other thoughts that were roaming in my thinking are pushed aside as I sit and bask 

in the fact that I am known. Known by God Almighty. 

I am loved… Loved by God Almighty. 

I am part of His family. 
O, O Praise Him, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Oh, Lord, to simply to sit with You this morning. And know I 

am loved. Tears run down my cheeks. Thank you for the gift of Your presence and love. Through Jesus I pray. Amen. 



 

 

Thursday, August 13: Numbers 2– No pecking order… 

As I read the first two verses of this chapter it hit me, each tribe had the same closeness and 

connection with the tabernacle as all the others. There was no pecking order of importance, no 

premier seating, no platinum status, no first class, no business class and then everyone else. Each 

tribe, in an orderly fashion, encircled the tabernacle. There was no distinction of more favored 

and less favored tribes. No one was relegated to the last row or standing room only. The Lord 

arranged it so that every tribe –and therefore every person –had equal standing and equal access 

to His presence.  

As I was pondering this, a second thought struck me, God is in the center of Israel. And isn’t 

that an appropriate image… God at the center of His people? 

Here I sit this morning being instructed by the Spirit that every person, including ME, has 

equal access to God. No one is more special and no money, power, or prestige can buy a 

prominent location to God.  I have all the access I need to the Lord. Halleluiah! 

Secondly, God is inviting me to place Him in the center of my life… center of my home, 

work, relationships, play and all the rest. What an invitation. What a gift. 
I am blessed today to be Yours, O Lord. Truly Blessed. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, August 14: Numbers 3–Set apart for care of God’s tabernacle… 

The Book of Numbers continues earning it title. In chapter 3 God parcels out the work of 

caring for the tabernacle including the priests who alone offer the sacrifices of God. 

Again, God knows the names of His people. He also sets out His particular callings. Levites 

were not counted among the fighting men; they are, however, counted. God knows who is who 

and what he has called them to do. 

There is no disputing the fact that God has a plan. God needs all of His people to play their 

part for the plan to be executed. Here in lies God’s Word for me today… 

Am I living into God’s plan for my life, one tiny aspect of God’s overall plan? Whether I am 

listed as a fighting man or a priest or a grunt who cares for and carries the tabernacle from place 

to place, my job is critical for the overall plan of God to succeed.  

This causes me to pause… and consider. Am I living into God’s will and service that He has 

for me? After all, I am God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 

prepared in advance for us to do (Ephesians 2:10). 

The other probe that comes to mind is, “Am I giving my best to God’s will and service?” 

It is a tad nerve wracking to consider my calling and to think that if I am not doing all God 

desires of me, I am letting the Lord and others of his people down! 
Lord, spur me on to love and good deeds, I pray for the advance of Your name to the ends of the earth. Through 

Jesus I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Saturday, August 15: Numbers 4– … 

One thing the Book of Numbers shows me is that counting can be important. When 

organizing resources and duties, knowing how many people you have on hand helps parcel out 

the work. Obviously, the counting is for our benefit. God already knows the number because the 

Lord knows everything. So the counting of the various Levite tribes was for the benefit of Aaron 



and sons and probably also for the Levites themselves so they know that the work parceled out 

was equitable. One tribe wasn’t doing the lion share of the work while others had simpler jobs. 

All this counting and parceling out of responsibilities also shows that God has a plan. Duties 

and jobs were not left to chance to happen. Neither were they simply left to the entire group to 

figure out. God had a plan and God delineated the organizational structure as well as some of the 

consequences for overstepping authority and bounds (i.e. Levites would die if they peaked under 

the layers of cloth at the sacred items). 

I also noted that there was a strict age requirement for the Levites, males 30-50 years old. 

One reason for the age limit was likely the strenuousness of the job. Carrying all those items, 

handling the sacred things with care and so on was physically demanding, which probably 

speaks to the upper age limit of 50. The sacred nature of the items they were transporting I 

suspect played a significant role in the upper age. No age limit was place on men who could bear 

arms in combat, so the 50-year-old limit was not simply a physical ability issue. It was most 

likely physical connected to the importance and sacredness of the items being carried. 

The starting age of 30 is more puzzling for me. When they numbered the fighting age men, 

the starting age was 20 (see Numbers 1:3). Why then begin the work years for Levites at 30? I 

don’t know. Could it be a maturity issue? I don’t think so. Men were husbands, fathers, and 

workers much earlier than 30. And, again, they could serve in the army at age 20. I don’t know 

why God placed the additional 10 years of age on the Levite role. 

God knows and God has His reasons and I will have to settle for knowing God knows and He 

didn’t think it was important to tell me.  

So my take away for today…  Do my job as God directs and if there are things I want to 

know but God hasn’t made the answer known… well, I have to live with not knowing and 

trusting the Lord who knows all. 
Thank You, Lord, for being You and absolving me from being You. I don’t know everything but I trust You do. 

And You have shared everything in Your Word I need to know to follow You faithfully. Amen.  

 

 

Sunday, August 16, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


