
The Weekly Word 
August 3-9, 2020 

 

Welcome to August. We continue our reading of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians. Happy 

reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, August 3: 2Corinthians 6- Unequally yoked… 

I decided to ponder the sentence, Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. Here it is in its 

context: Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness 

have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? What harmony is there 

between Christ and Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? What 

agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living 

God. As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and 

they will be my people”  (14-16). 

How do we live out the sentence, Do not be yoked together with unbelievers?  I often hear it 

connected with marriage. But that is not its immediate context; it could be an ancillary 

understanding. But one need not lean on this passage since one can support the admonition to 

marry within the faith as Biblically wise from 1Corinthians 7:39.  

So what is the context? Concerns of worship and life within the community of faith are in 

view given all the temple and idol language. 

Thus, certainly a large piece of the message was avoiding any kind of mixing between the 

prevalent pagan temple practices and God’s church. Add to this, whenever Paul addresses the 

Corinthians he uses plural verbs indicating the collective is in view. (It is probably fair to infer 

individual behaviors of not being yoked together with unbelievers is a derivative... thus 

applications to marriage and business partnership. But again these are derivatives where the main 

focus is the church not becoming corrupted by connection with pagan/non-believing ideas.)  

So what does not being unequally yoked mean for me? 

I have to constantly monitor my faith and belief, making sure I am not adopting or bringing 

into the faith concepts of the non-Christ-believing world. 

Racism… I have been reading extensively about racism in US history from colonial days 

through to the present. The Scripture teaches all humans trace ancestry to the single source of our 

Garden of Eden parentage. Thus every female and male on the planet is of equal dignity. The sin 

of racism, which infiltrated our culture and sadly the church, is to be repudiated. So to the moral 

failings of the church in perpetrating racist lies is to me to be mourned. 

Care for the poor and being a voice against injustice… Christ followers are to be “Good 

Samaritan” people, people who see a need and do what they are able to do no mater who the 

victim is.  

The danger of greed, (positively learning generosity as opposed to hording all one has for 

one’s personal benefit alone)... Jesus tells a striking parable in Luke 12:13-21 that I encourage 

any blog reader to look up. 

I could go on… there is much I need to monitor and steer clear of in my world. There may 

not be numerous temples in my town, but culture has erected many-a-temple in a secular way 

that is just as subtle a lure as any pagan temple in Corinth. 



I need to live ‘eyes-open’ Christianity, always comparing what I believe with the Word of 

God. Not proof texting but studying what God says for truth sake… 
Oh Lord, keep me in Your Word. Keep me malleable to Your Word, so that You form my life rather than the 

culture in which we live. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, August 4: 2Corinthians 7– Relational repair is possible… 

Reading this chapter it is difficult to know all that is going on because we are only hearing 

one side of the conversation. Clearly there has been a relational breach, maybe it happened 

around the man in sexual sin from 1Corinthians 5. Context does not give specifics. 

Whatever the cause, Paul spoke strong, honest words. Hurt ensued. Apparently after some 

time and thought the Corinthians repented to God. Reconciliation between Paul and the 

Corinthians followed. 

Where I went in my thinking was that relational breaks happen. And repair is hard and often 

messy. But led by the Lord, honest words can be spoken and repair is possible. It may take time. 

It might hurt. As Paul notes, Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves 

no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death (10). Still repair is possible!  

God is asking me to scan my relationships to see if any are in need of repair… 
Oh Lord, life is messy… but with You healing and reconciliation is possible. Amen. Faith in Jesus works!!! 

Thank you, Lord! Amen and amen.  

 

 

Wednesday, August 5: 2Corinthians 8 – Follow through …  

I was struck by Paul’s plea to the Corinthians to follow through on their pledge to take up an 

offering. And here is my judgment about what is best for you in this matter. Last year you were 

the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. Now finish the work, so that your 

eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means 

(10-11).  

How often I have the thought and intention to do something that pleases the heart of God, but 

then something derails my follow through.  

The roadblock can be as simple as a busy day. I have the thought to call someone or do 

something and just doing it, I move onto my day and forget it. Then whenever I remember what 

it is I thought I might do, the window for it is gone. 

In the matter of giving I might feel an impulse to give a gift but then as I continue to consider 

it my desire vanishes. Sometimes this might be the move of God curbing my enthusiasm for 

some project or gift. If that is the case I want to believe that God is leading me not to give that 

gift. But I also know that I am at heart very ‘frugal’ so I have to be careful that my natural self is 

not overruling a leading of the Holy Spirit.  

Prayer is certainly appropriate whenever I feel a prompting to give a gift or do a good deed. I 

need to cultivate the kind of relationship with the Lord that I check in with Him on matters like 

this as a regular course of action.  

As I ponder I sense a warning from the Lord not to allow promptings from God to be pushed 

to the side and abandoned because of life or inaction or personal tendencies pushing aside godly 

promptings.  

There is a time to act, to do what God would have me do.  

Cultivating my ability to hear God’s nudge and obediently act is my food for today from 

God’s Word. 



Thank You Lord for this gentle correction. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Thursday, August 6: 2Corinthians 9 – Blessed to be a blessing … 

It was the ending of this verse that caught my eye. And God is able to bless you abundantly, 

so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work 

(8).  Most often if focus on the clause ‘having all you need’. I read the promise of God to supply 

all my needs. However, noting the two commas around this clause tells me that the clause itself 

can be lifted from the sentence. Thus, grammatically the sentence could read, And God is able to 

bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times you will abound in every good work.  

Reading the sentence this way I realized that God is abundantly blessing me (you) so that we 

abound in every good work. God’s blessings, which in its context means ‘material’ blessings, are 

given so that we can bless others. 

It is so tempting to horde and keep our blessings to ourselves. More often the intention of 

scripture is that we become God’s conduits of blessings for others in the world.  

“Blessed to be a blessing” is a phrase I hear used by people to capture this teaching. 

Scripturally it reaches all the way back to Abraham covenant with the Lord. I will bless those 

who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed 

through you (Genesis 12:3). God blesses Abraham so that through Abraham God can bless all 

people on earth. “Blessed to be a blessing.” 

Well, this fires off all kinds of thoughts and questions about how well I am doing at being a 

blessing because of all the ways God has blessed me. 

It is into this private moment of reflection that I now dive… 
Lord, may I live up to Your desire that the blessings You give flow through me to others. I pray in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

 

Friday, August 7: 2Corinthians 10 – The standard for God’s people is love … 

Verse 2 caught my eye this morning. Paul wrote, I beg you that when I come I may not have 

to be as bold as I expect to be toward some people who think that we live by the standards of this 

world. I found myself grappling with Paul’s confrontation of people who live by the standards of 

this world. What does this mean practically for me in the 21
st
 century? 

I found myself mentally scanning some of the patterns Paul confronted in his letters of 1&2 

Corinthians. 

Sexuality… we are to live by a different sexual ethic than the world does. There are sexual 

practices that are acceptable to the world that are not ones open to Christ followers. One man, 

one woman for life continues to the norm for God’s people. But even beyond the sexual acts 

itself, faith instructs us toward mutuality within marriage. Faith calls us to honor our marriage 

vows. Faith should affect issues of choosing to marry in the first place and the partners we 

choose to marry (see 1Corinthians 6-7). 

Lawsuits between church people… our world is highly litigious. People sue one another it 

seems at the drop of a hat. Paul laments the church parading our grievances against one another 

out in the open for the world to adjudicate causes God’s heart to cry. Why can’t we settle these 

within the church? And why are we not willing to lay aside a right for the sake of a 

sister/brother? (see 1Corinthians 6). 

Underneath so many of the issues is ‘power’; wanting power, exercising power, lording 

power over people, etc. The world is masterful at this. Histories movement can be traced through 



struggles for power and control. And this so easily slides into the church… sex and lawsuits can 

be an expression of this. But additionally, use and abuse of spiritual gifts can be understood as a 

power issue (1Corinthians 12, 14). Even the abuses of the Lord’s Table confronted in 

1Corinthians 11 show signs of power issues. The world uses power to advance self. In Christ, 

our example, power was laid down only to pick up love which is beautifully defined in 

1Corinthians 13. 

I guess if I am going to land my meditation, the standards of the world are exemplified with 

traits like power and control. The standard for God’s people is love. What a contract this 

poses….. 

Circling back to my opening, then is love my standard or is something else, something the 

world prefers?  
Lord, perfect me in You so that I might display Your love in how I live. Through Jesus Christ I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, August 8: 2Corinthians 11 – We are responsible to know and grow… 

For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if 

you receive a different spirit from the Spirit you received, or a different gospel from the one you 

accepted, you put up with it easily enough (4).  

Paul chides the Corinthians for being too easily led astray, for being gullible for not knowing 

what they should believe. They are susceptible to being led astray because they don’t know the 

faith. This is a warning to the leaders for not guarding the flock and to the flock for not guarding 

themselves. 

This verse compels me to know what I believe and why.** Implicitly Paul is saying, know 

the faith you believe. Ultimately we are responsible for training ourselves in the faith. 

This verse also speaks loudly to church leaders to guard the flock. We are to protect the 

church family by teaching the essence of the faith so that they can discern truth from error. 

I can only know the faith if I know the scriptures which are the bedrock of the faith. So in a 

not so gentle way, Paul bids me to keep my nose in God’s book, constantly learning and growing 

in understanding and in concomitant living faithfully for and with Jesus. 

I am responsible to learn and grow… 
Thank You, Lord, for Your Word. Keep my nose in it and my heart seeking after You. I pray in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

**Years ago I came across two small paperback book by Paul Little, Know what you believe 

and Know why you believe. 

 

 

Sunday, August 9, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 



If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


