
The Weekly Word 
July 27 –August 2, 2020 

 
Happy July Living Hope Family. This week we finish 1Corinthians and move onto 

2Corinthinans… Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, July 27: 1Corinthians 16- Does faithfulness to Jesus mean an easy life… 
I never know where the Lord will lead me when I open my Bible to read and ponder. This is 

part of the adventure of living with Jesus.  
Today I was jarred by the comment Paul made about his ministry in Ephesus. But I will stay 

on at Ephesus until Pentecost, because a great door for effective work has opened to me, and 
there are many who oppose me (8-9).  

The juxtaposition of effective work open for Paul and many who oppose him jarred me. My 
knee jerk reaction is that having an effective work open for him suggests to me that Ephesus is 
an easy field to plow, not one that is hard. 

I think I have become acculturated into believing things should be easy in following Jesus. I 
also think the idea of ‘an effective work’ in ministry means the work is simple. How false these 
notions are. 

Paul understands that there is no dichotomy between effective work being opened and great 
opposition. It may even be that Paul anticipated great opposition because the gospel was flowing 
strongly… but this moves beyond what the text states. 

So, what is the Lord saying to me today? I am sensing a few things. First, I have to be careful 
that I do not equate the good life of US living as a middle-class Caucasian person with 
faithfulness in following Jesus. 

Secondly, I need to accept opposition to ministry as a fact of life. Jesus was opposed and I, as 
His follower, should never be surprised when I receive similar treatment. 

Third, Paul constantly challenges me to make ministry for Jesus my prime focus rather than 
anything else in life, particularly things that are self-indulgent. 

Many thoughts tumble in my mind today 
Lord, guide me and lead me to ever more faithful living for You. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 
 
 

Tuesday, July 28: 2Corinthians 1– Some thoughts about suffering… 
I do not profess to understand suffering. It is probably a topic I need to study in the 

scriptures. I haven’t done that yet and it is not high on my list. Maybe I am afraid what I will 
learn. Maybe it just isn’t God’s time for me to study suffering yet. I am not going to get hung up 
about this right now. 

Suffering is what caught my eye as I read my chapter today. We do not want you to be 
uninformed, brothers and sisters, about the troubles we experienced in the province of Asia. We 
were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired of life itself. 
Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely 
on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead (8-9). 



My heart sinks when I read that Paul despaired of life itself. That is about as low as it gets, 
humanly speaking. Anyone who says that Christians can’t despair hasn’t read these verses. Still 
Paul didn’t stay there forever. We don’t know how long he lived with this despair. But from his 
own pen we learn what God taught him through this time. God taught Paul to trust God and to 
rely on God not himself. 

My middle class, US culture, loves the idea of being able to pull oneself up by the bootstraps. 
When we are in trouble, when we are down and out that is when we are supposed to reach down 
deep inside for some new found strength with which we pull ourselves up and out of our despair 
or bad situation. 

Paul, however, goes to a very different place. Paul learned through his suffering that when he 
was down and in despair that is when he most needed to rely on the Lord. I love the phrase he 
adds, rely… on God, who raises the dead. The resurrection is witness to God’s great power! 

If God can raise the dead, God can lift Paul out of his problems and despair! 
This is certainly not a full understanding of suffering, but what a gift anything –even 

suffering –can be if it teaches us that God is reliable and able to come to our rescue… 
Oh, Lord, to know Your reliability. What a gift…. I would rather not learn that through suffering, but if that is 

the only way…. teach me. I pray in Jesus ‘name. Amen. 
 
 

Wednesday, July 29: 2Corinthians 2- Be a pleasant aroma …  
I found myself contemplating the concept of being an aroma. For we are to God the pleasing 

aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. To the one we 
are an aroma that brings death; to the other, an aroma that brings life. And who is equal to such 
a task? (15-16). 

The word aroma suggests a pleasing smell and immediately set off memories of walking in 
my house as a child and being met with the incredible aroma of dinner cooking. My mom was an 
excellent cook and whether it was a roast of some kind in the oven or a pie being baked or a stew 
simmering for hours, the word ‘aroma’ triggered fond memories. I find it interesting, too, that 
smell has some of the fastest pathways in the human body to memory. How often a smell triggers 
a memory… 

Paul uses the metaphor of pleasing aroma to say some things to us about who we are in the 
world. We are to be God’s aroma in the world. Our lives should provide the world with a 
fragrant bouquet of goodness. Not everyone will have the same reaction to our ‘aroma’, still in 
everything we do we should be God’s pleasing aroma in the world. 

Millions of dollars are spent creating products with pleasing aromas… air fresheners, laundry 
detergents, soaps, body washes, shampoos, on and on the list goes. We want our world to be 
pleasant smelling.  

I hear God saying, “I put you –my people –in the world to make it pleasant smelling. Live in 
such a way that a fragrance lingers in the wake of your living”… 

Oh, Lord, may I live that way. May my life and living bring freshness and delight to the world. I pray in Jesus’ 
name. Amen.  

 
 

Thursday, July 30: 2Corinthians 3 – Transformed into God’s image… 
And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into 

his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit (18). 



It was the idea of being transformed into the Lord’s image with ever-increasing glory that 
drew me to pondering. 

My first reaction was...really? Oh, how I wish I was becoming more and more like Jesus. But  
as I look at my life day upon day I cannot say ‘Oh, yes I see the change.’ I hope it is so. I even 
pray it is so… but is it so? Month after month, do I see change? Not really. Year over year… 
maybe but I could ruin my eyesight straining to see it.  

I feel like prayer in in order… 
Lord God, I don’t need to see any change in me. It don’t think it is about any sense of need to prove myself to 

You. I cannot and never will be able to. I do pray, however, for change so that others may see Jesus more and more 
clearly in my life and living. So, to the end that I may radiate You, my God, more clearly to my works, I pray for 
transformation…  

A second reaction was excitement. God is transforming me! Paul’s words are that we all… 
are being transformed… This elicits joy in me. God is working in me. God is transforming me. 
Oh, bless the Lord. I may not see it but God is at work in me. 

Third, I note that Paul writes in a passive voice. The transformation is not about me; it is 
about what God is doing in me by His spirit.  

If I pull the camera back to take in a larger swath of the New Testament than just this verse, I 
understand I need to cooperation with God’s transforming work, but it remains His work and the 
outcome is for His glory… that others might see a clearer picture of God’s love, grace, mercy, 
etc., through me. 

And to this I say 
Amen, Lord. Do Your work in me. Alleluia. Amen.  
 
 

Friday, July 31: 2Corinthians 4 – Praying for the salvation of others… 
I guess I need to change my prayers…. The god of this age has blinded the minds of 

unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who 
is the image of God (4).  

True confessions! When I first read this I didn’t pay appropriate attention to the text. I read it 
as if it said, [God] has blinded the minds of unbelievers…  I began to spiral into thoughts about 
how God could do that.  

Fortunately this rabbit hole didn’t last long as I stepped into my normal routine when I don’t 
understand something; I dig deeper to make sure I am reading it correctly. On my deeper dive I 
realized I read the sentence incorrectly. It was not God but The god of this age, i.e. Satan. This 
completely changed my initial reading of the text. 

It was then that I realized I should change my prayers, or at least add to them. When I am 
praying about someone with whom I am witnessing I need to add to my prayer. It comes 
naturally to me to pray that my witness would be effective. As I listen to this verse I think I 
should add a second element that the Lord would strip away the veil Satan has put over the 
person’s eyes so they can see the gospel for what it is, the wonder and salvation provided by the 
Lord. 

Putting these two element together in my prayers is a more balanced and more biblically 
informed prayer for the salvation of others…  

Thank You, Lord, for instructing me today… Help me to incorporate this into my everyday life. In Jesus’ name I 
pray. Amen. 

 
 



Saturday, August 1: 2Corinthians 5 – … 
What a description of our life and calling in Christ. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, 

as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be 
reconciled to God (20). 

If am a Christ follower then I am an ambassador for Christ. My role [our role as Christ 
followers] is to speak for and represent Jesus Christ in the world. Everything an ambassador does 
carries the imprimatur of the country and the president/leader of that country. An ambassador’s 
behavior is always scrutinized. How he addresses people. How she answers questions. What she 
says… all of this reflects on the country and the president. 

By analogy, what I say, who I act and interact with others all reflects on my Lord Jesus. 
People assume my words are God’s Words. That is a scary thought. Every word in public and 
private, every word on social media reflects my Savior!?! My words, our words matter. “Use 
them wisely,” I hear the Lord saying. 

In my country, if you are an ambassador you are given the title of “The Honorable.” God 
honors us as His children and His ambassadors.  

I am awed that God would allow His reputation to rest on my shoulders and the shoulders of 
all His followers… 

Oh, God, I cannot do this on my own. Thankfully You have given Your Spirit to each believer. May I lean on 
Him for wisdom, direction and word so that I might represent You wisely and well. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
 

Sunday, August 2, 2020 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 
and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 
answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 
subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 
questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 
office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


