
The Weekly Word 
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God’s Word continues to feed as the months tick by. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, July 20: 1Corinthians 10- Seek the good of others.… 

Verse 24 pierced my armor. No one should seek their own good, but the good of others.  

So simple and to the point. If I am ever wondering what to do in a given situation… seek the 

good of others. This is the golden rule dressed in different outfit. 

The parable of the Good Samaritan… you see someone injured seek the good of others. 

You know of a sister or brother in need… seek the good of others. Do what you are able. 

I sit here trying to image how an argument with a loved one might change if I were to seek 

the good of others.  

This seems so simple but what if I tried to live this, intentionally live this, for the next 24-

hours? Hmmm… 

Lord, I think I will need strength to live this and I know I will need to keep it on the forefront 

of my mind or else I will just fall back into my normal pattern of living. Help me, Lord. Help me. 

Amen.  

 

 

Tuesday, July 21: 1Corinthians 11– The constant need for the correction of God’s word… 

Reading Paul’s description of the Lord’s supper reminded me of a minor correction one of 

my church elders gave not too long ago. Here’s what Paul writes: 

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he 

was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, 

which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took the cup, 

saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes (23-26). 

Holding aloft the bread and the cup of the Lord’s Table in worship, I used to say “His body 

broken and His blood shed for you….” or some variation of those words. Well, when you read 

the text it says when he broke it [the bread]and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this 

in remembrance of me. It never says his body was broken! Other texts on the institution of 

communion say it similarly. 

Mark 14:22 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.”  

Matthew 26:26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”  

Luke 22:17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among 

you.   

It is easy to see how I fell into the mistake while breaking of the break it is easy for the mind 

to connect your action with what you are saying so His body ‘broken‘ for you comes out your 

mouth. Do this a few times and you have now created a verbal pattern. 



The problem is that scripture specifically says that none of Jesus’ bones were broken, which 

is the specific fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy.  These things happened so that the 

scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” John 19:36. 

I am thankful that my elder pointed this out so I could correct this. 

My take a way today is that it is very easy to fall into patterns that are not truly biblical. Only 

the constant study of the Word and sometimes the correction of other sisters or brothers can keep 

us on God’s path. 
Lord, keep me true to You… always in Your Word and always teachable from others when they present Your 

Word faithfully to me. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, July 22: 1Corinthians 12- For the Common Good…  

I think most everyone knows 1Corinthians 12 is the spiritual gifts chapter. It saddens me that 

God’s gifts given to the church can create such disharmony in the church. Maybe this was in the 

back of my mind as I read. What caught my attention was verse 7. Now to each one the 

manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good (7). 

So, God gave gifts, some named in the preceding verses and others named elsewhere in the 

New Testament, to be a blessing for the church, which Paul refers to with the phrase common 

good. The use of these gifts is to create good in the church and for God’s people. 

I am drawn to the words common good. Good for everyone. Not good for some, not good for 

the elite but common good, good for everyone. 

How wonderful for the Lord to care for the common good. 

I look back at verse 7 and see it begins Now to each one. The words to each one tells me that 

everyone has some God given gift to ‘bring to the party.’ Everyone who is part of the church 

brings something God-given to the church. And what they bring is for the benefit of all. 

So, this simple verse tells me everyone in the church has a part to play and God-given gifts to 

bring to the church… 
Lord, help me to use every gift You have given to help everyone else in the body. I pray in Jesus’ name and for the 

sake of His body the church. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday, July 23: 1Corinthians 13 – Love… 

My world seems to be disintegrating into all manner of division and what separates one 

group from another is a cesspool of hate. I am overwhelmed. I am saddened. I am weary. I 

needed to read this today… I needed the challenge of God’s Word to keep on.  
Thank you, Lord God, for You Word in general and this particular portion of it... 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not 

dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love 

does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always 

hopes, always perseveres.  

Love never fails. (4-8a). 

Nothing else needs to be said. 
Lord God, I feel like love is failing… or at least hate and anger is winning the day. I am tired from the 

onslaught. I needed this refreshing reminder of what true love is. I ask You, Lord, to help me be a person of love in our 
angry world. Sustain me one more day to be a light for You; a loving light for You. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 

 



Friday, July 24: 1Corinthians 14 –Excel in building up others… 

In the midst of a difficult correction of the Corinthians regarding tongues during church 

gatherings, Paul offers a one-liner that provides some overarching teaching on spiritual gifts. 

…Since you are eager for gifts of the Spirit, try to excel in those that build up the church (12b).  

Paul’s paramount concern is building up of the body. Making the body stronger, more 

resilient, reflecting more and more the will and way of Jesus. It is never about one particular gift 

or even one kind or style of gift, it is about a body that cares for one another, watches out for one 

another, corrects when necessary and always encourages one another. 

God-given gifts and spiritual gifts are important in accomplishing this but only when they 

build up one another. 

I love Paul’s inclusion of the word ‘excel’! When I think of ‘excel’ I see in my mind’s eye 

the athlete in his/her prime with a body muscled for their particular sport and their head mentally 

prepared for the game or match. I see a doctor stepping into the OR, with a team about to use 

years of training and skill to bring life to an ailing patient. I hear a master pianist or cellist 

playing a beautiful complicated piece engrossed in the music and bringing joy to her audience.  

I love watching people who excel… all kinds. I have stood outside a construction site for 30 

minutes (until Susan pulled me away) watching bricklayers excel at their job building. I stood 

and watched a master furniture maker in Williamsburg for a long time. 

God says to us excel at those gifts, skills and habits that build others up!  

I am duly challenged by this word. I know how long and hard it takes to excel and I want to 

be a person who excels for Jesus and His church.  
Oh Lord, You have given me some gifts, train me to use them that the body might be built up. I pray in Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, July 25: 1Corinthians 15 – Resurrection!… 

Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all asleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash, in 

the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we will be changed (51-52). 

There is a resurrection coming for all who serve and follow Jesus.  

If this is not true, then our faith is futile… 

There are difficult days when hope and the thought of resurrection give me strength to plow 

through. This is part of Paul’s point. We have a future resurrection that is guaranteed by Jesus’ 

resurrection. Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always 

give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not 

in vain (58).  

Keep at your faith. Keep pressing on, serving the Lord, witnessing to Jesus, caring for the 

poor and those unjustly treated. Keep laboring to bring kingdom life to the world.  

And when you feel like quitting, remember there is resurrection life still coming. DO NOT 

forget this! 

Tomorrow I get to celebrate this and all God’s truths with my church family. Alleluia! 
Thank You, Lord, for Your body. May I bless the body tomorrow in our gathering and exercise my gifts and may 

I be blessed by the body as they exercise their gifts. Alleluia. Amen. 

 

 

Sunday, July 26, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 



 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


