
The Weekly Word 
July 13-19, 2020 

 
Lord be with us as we continue in Your Word. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, July 13: 1Corinthians 4- The Way of the Cross… 
I sat contemplating the message of this chapter. While there are numerous layers, the over 

arching message seems to be, ‘don’t overestimate yourself, your wisdom or your position in 
Christ. The Corinthians appear to be thinking that they had ‘arrived’ that they were already 
reigning with God –whatever that might mean in terms of their living. As such they were 
enamored with apostles, whom Paul will later dub ‘super apostles’ (2Corinthians 11:5). They are 
a people who apparently have grandiose ‘resumes’ filled with triumphs and visions and miracles 
and the like. 

Paul, however, paints a picture of his apostleship as one that follows the way of the cross 
filled with hardships (9-13, also see 2Corinthians 11-12:10). 

I am reminded how Paul reminded them that they were worldly because they judged by 
human standards. They are doing that again. Their eyes are enamored with teachers who have 
world-desiring success. 

How easily I (we) can be pulled off track honoring worldly success rather than way of the 
cross Jesus following. 

All this thought pushes me to consider what I honor and hold up as faith-success. I, too, can 
be drawn to the worldly success. The Lord through Paul is reminding me that I need to look for 
deep and abiding Christ-likeness not human trappings like book deals or YouTube subscribers. I 
am reminded that real followership often requires walking the way of the cross. 

Lord, continue to warn me about subtle temptations to slide off the mark from deep and abiding faith in Jesus 
and assuming that such faith cannot be measured by human achievements or wealth. Not one of the original 12 
accumulated wealth or prestige and most died martyrs.  

Lord, I continue to ask that my life bring You honor and glory by whatever road You choose. Amen and amen. 
 
 

Tuesday, July 14: 1Corinthians 5– Too often we get things backwards… 
Too often we –the church, which means me the Christ-follower- get things backwards. We 

judge the outsider and let the Christ-Follower slide. Paul’s words cut: 
I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—not at all meaning 

the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case 
you would have to leave this world. But now I am writing to you that you must not associate with 
anyone who claims to be a brother or sister but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or 
slanderer, a drunkard or swindler. Do not even eat with such people. What business is it of mine 
to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? God will judge those 
outside. “Expel the wicked person from among you” (9-13). 

Paul explicitly says not to judge those outside the church…  and yet that is all too often what 
I see from Christians. We rail against people who don’t hold our views on ethics, morality, etc. 
How in the world are we supposed to get to know them so we can share Jesus with them if we 



are constantly railing against them? Yes, their behavior is not what God desires. What do we 
expect? We, who have the Spirit inside us, continue to struggle with sin so why would we expect 
people who don’t have God’s Spirit in them not to struggle even more with sin?!? 

I understand that issues are complicated in our country where people have a vote –a say –on 
the laws we have. As a Christ follower I have every right to voice my opinion on any matter, but 
when the majority in government or of the people choose otherwise why am I surprised??? I do 
not believe a majority of my country are Christ-followers. Our country was founded on a generic 
notion of God, which gives us many of the liberties that we have. But we are not and never were 
a “Christian” country. What would it mean to be a “Christian” country anyway???  

My I have strayed from my initial thought…  
Getting back on track. Paul directs us not to judge those outside the church but to hold 

accountable to Jesus’ way of life those inside the church. The immediate context is someone 
engaged in sex outside the norms of God –one man, one woman in marriage. But it could just as 
easily have been greed, slander, drunkenness, racism, etc. etc.  

The Lord is reminding me that I have to restrain my words and actions when I speak (i.e. 
judge) to/about people who are not within the church. At the same time we have to hold 
accountable sisters and brothers in the faith.  

Neither side of this teaching is an easy task for me…  
God help me. Please, please help me to represent You with integrity. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 
Wednesday, July 15: 1Corinthians 6- The Lord expects his followers to live 

differently…  
What a chapter… I get to meditate on lawsuits among believers or sexual immorality. What a 

choice!  God’s Word certainly ventures into real life territories. 
I chose the ladder. My initial reaction was that God is not honored when we pick and choose 

the sins we want to enforce. A plain reading of this passage is that for Believers sex outside of 
marriage –one man, one woman –is sin. Distinctions regarding how one strays from God’s way 
are immaterial.  

Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with 
men nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the 
kingdom of God. And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, 
you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  

... The body, however, is not meant for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for 
the body. By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also. Do you not 
know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ 
and unite them with a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who unites himself with a 
prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, “The two will become one flesh.” But whoever 
is united with the Lord is one with him in spirit.  

Flee from sexual immorality.… (9-11, 13b-18).  
My first observation is that following Jesus should affect and change how we live. Our 

manner of life before Jesus should be different than after we confess Jesus and begin to walk 
with Him. And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you 
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 



Choosing to follow Jesus is not simply praying a prayer. It is willingly following Jesus and 
being ready to change our manner of living to conform to Jesus’ way. I think about Zacchaeus in 
Luke 19. Too often we in the church miss this point (this is personal for me since as pastor, I 
generally am the voice for my local congregation). 

Another observation, Paul doesn’t grade sexual sins. In our world same sex sins, in most 
parts of the church, seem to be graded as worse than heterosexual sins. What I hear Paul, and 
therefore God, through his pen saying is that any sexual sin, same sex, adultery, sex with 
prostitutes and other sexual sins are all sin. Thus, they are on the same footing, a break from how 
God wants us to live. It seems to me that online pornography, now an issue but not back in NT 
times, would fit in the category as sexually immoral. How many in the church stand condemned 
before the Lord.  

Another observation is that while sexual immorality is the overriding issue in this section, 
Paul –again therefore God –reminds us that it is only one of any number of other human 
behaviors that warrant God’s punishment. Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor 
adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor 
slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 

The Lord expects His followers to live differently. Period.  
I land at this point. Am I living differently because of my love for and confession of Jesus? 

Am I choosing a different path, whether my world or culture honors that path or not? 
Lord, I don’t really want to get entangled in my world’s culture wars. I do want to pastor well –myself and my 

church –and call the church to live in ways that honor Jesus. Too much energy is spent on legislating how other people 
live and not enough energy given to following You wholeheartedly. Forgive me… I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Lord, it occurred to me that if I am missing Your mark regarding how I am living, please correct me. I pray. 
Amen. 

 
 

Thursday, July 16: 1Corinthians 7 – Honor Marriage… 
This chapter deals with an issue that the Corinthians raised likely in a letter to Paul. It deals 

with all manner of issues related to marriage… sex in marriage, divorce and desertion, being 
pledged in marriage and so on. 

What caught my eye was the lengths Paul went to particularly with the initial issues within 
marriage to create a mutuality between men and women within marriage. History has told us 
how male dominant the ancient Roman world was. Still Paul makes a point to treat the men and 
the women in marriage with identical instruction. 

Neither should withhold sex unless by a mutual decision. If an unbelieving spouse is willing 
to stay in a marriage then neither the male or female believer should seek divorce. And so on… 

Mutuality seems to be a fair word to describe marriage from Paul’s/God’s position. 
This strikes me strongly because it is counter to my understanding of general life in the 

Roman and Jewish worlds. In the Roman culture, women had fewer rights than men, so it seems 
Paul is going out of his way to make sure marriage is far more of a level playing field than the 
prevailing culture. Having read Genesis earlier this year, Paul’s view in a way harkens back to 
Adam’s words in Genesis 2:23: The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my 
flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”  She is of the same substance 
as me; she is from me. I have a partner like me… 

All of this causes me to think how much I need to honor marriage… my marriage and 
particularly my wife who is a gift from the Lord. 



Lord, too often the world treats marriage as a contract or transaction. Mutuality suggest there is much more, a 
blending of lives to form a new ‘one.’ Sometimes in some quarter of the church marriage appears to be treated as a 
partnership of unequal members. Mutuality says to me that equality, both being of the same essence seems to 
characterize marriage better. With all this, Lord, how might I treat my wife with more love, dignity and mutuality? 
Show me, Lord, daily, how to be a husband who models Your heart and love. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 
 

Friday, July 17: 1Corinthians 8 – One God… 
I was attracted to verse 6. I don’t recall noticing the mutuality between the Father and Jesus 

before, so I decided to sit and meditate on this verse for today. yet for us there is but one God, 
the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live.  

First I placed the verse in parallel columns 
there is but one God, the Father, 
from whom all things came and  
for whom we live 

there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
through whom all things came and 
through whom we live. 

The parallelism is obvious. What God is, Jesus Christ is. God and Jesus both authored creation 
and we live for and through God, the Father and Jesus Christ. 

I am reminded of the incredible creedal confession formed in Nicaea.  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, light from light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with 
the Father; through him all things were made. … 

Pondering this verse and others helps me see the truth and wisdom of the Church’s belief that 
we serve One God who has three persons, God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. (Admittedly the Spirit doesn’t factor into this verse.) Seeing this and other verses 
identifying different persons of the One and only God bolsters my faith and the received wisdom 
of the Church throughout the ages. 

Thanks be to God, Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit. The great and awesome God of creation and my God. The God I 
confess, believe in and follow. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 
 

Saturday, July 18: 1Corinthians 9 – A call for effort… 
This chapter in part is a defense by Paul of his apostleship. Toward the end Paul uses an 

analogy of the effort necessary to execute his calling. Interestingly he shapes the analogy to 
apply to everyone and how we should approach our faith. Paul writes: Do you not know that in a 
race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 
Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will 
not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever (24-25).  

The use of ‘we’ in the final clause directs the analogy toward the Corinthians and therefore 
toward every believer, including me. 

I am (you are) to run the race of ‘faith’ with the intensity of a marathoner running for first 
prize. Faith is not run like someone going for a Sunday jog. Faith is not lived like a professional 
athlete in the offseason doing just enough to stay in shape, resting her body for the season ahead. 



Instead, faith is lived with the intensity of a runner preparing for a major competition and then 
lining up at the start. All of life is focused on growing, building, and running the ‘race of faith.’ 

This imagery has an edge to it.  
It calls all believers but since this is my devotion with the Lord, it calls me to examine my 

effort in growing and bettering myself as a Christ follower, which is certainly lacking compared 
to Paul. 

I am reminded of Paul’s words about marriage in chapter 7: I would like you to be free from 
concern. An unmarried man is concerned about the Lord’s affairs—how he can please the Lord. 
But a married man is concerned about the affairs of this world—how he can please his wife—
and his interests are divided. An unmarried woman or virgin is concerned about the Lord’s 
affairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in both body and spirit. But a married woman is 
concerned about the affairs of this world—how she can please her husband. (1Corinthians 7:32-
34).  

I certainly feel the weight of a divided life. What I cannot say it that the division within me is 
only to please my wife. My heart is telling me that some of the division within me is to please 
me. I do not have the laser focus in my faith of Paul or of a striving athlete. 

Lord, how are you calling me to change? Where is it that I need more faith intensity to live as you would have me 
live? Give me the strength and courage to follow You, Lord. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 
 

Sunday, July 19, 2020 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 
and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 
answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 
subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 
questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 
office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


