
The Weekly Word 
June 29 – July 5, 2020 

 

Lord, this week leading up to the celebration of freedom on July 4
th 

, may I remember the 

most important freedom I have, freedom from sin and death thanks to Jesus’ death and 

resurrection. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, June 29: Romans 8- Go for it… 

From the first words through its conclusion, Romans 8 sits at near the top of my favorite 

biblical chapters. After the struggles of chapter 7 the glories of 8 carry me into the presence of 

the Lord with delight. 

Where to pause, this is always a struggle because verse upon verse in this chapter breathe life 

into my soul. 

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 

present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord (38-

39). 

What a statement. Nothing in all creation can separate me (us) from the love of God that is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord! NOTHING. I am in the strong and safe hands of the Lord. I am spiritually 

safe and spiritually protected. This should give me the courage to reach out and struggle for the 

cause of Christ. Even if I stretch too far, even if I were to lose, my life in the stretching out for 

Jesus, I am in God’s hands and He will carry me into eternity. There is nothing for me to fear. 

Nothing that can happen to me can separate me the love of God… so go for it!!! 
Lord, turn these words written into true conviction of my heart and my manner of living. I pray in Jesus’ name. 

Amen.  

 

 

Tuesday, June 30: Romans 9– Wanting it both ways… 

I can’t have it both ways, but oh how I want to.  

When I dig deeply into my heart, I want salvation by works. I WANT to be the reason God 

picked me. I want part of the credit. I want to think God saw something in me that warranted His 

calling me. But then I know full well that would never be. I don’t measure up. I am not that good 

that God would choose me. And if it were all about me and what I had done to earn 

righteousness, I could also lose that in a second. There would be no security, no sense that my 

salvation would last. 

Flip this over and I embrace salvation by grace. God does it all and God saves me and 

everyone He saves simply because He chooses to with no bearing on who we are or what we 

have done, etc. etc. When my faith is rooted in God’s act of salvation then I can rest because 

those whom God saves He also glorifies… so those He saves will make it. Period. Write it in ink 

in the book of life!!! 

Ultimately, I embrace salvation by grace, but I have not yet slayed the monster of wanting 

salvation by my own doings. This monster still lives deep within me and rears its ugly head from 

time to time.  



Verse 14-16 are the words that raised all of this in me: What then shall we say? Is God 

unjust? Not at all! For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will 

have compassion on whom I have compassion.” It does not, therefore, depend on human desire 

or effort, but on God’s mercy (14-16).  

The wonder and the blessing of these words is that it doesn’t depend on me at all. Salvation 

is all of God and nothing of me (or you or anyone).  

My delight and my joy in God are soaring as I meditate on God’s mercy, God’s love and 

God’s salvation. 
Oh, Oh, Praise Him. Oh, Oh, Praise Him alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia… Thank You Father, Jesus, Holy 

Spirit. Amen and amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, July 1: Romans 10- Beautiful feet people …  

Most times I read this chapter I am drawn to the words of life that comes through confession 

of Jesus Christ as Lord, verses 9-13. They are powerful words; words that every preacher and 

person witnessing to faith in Jesus use many times over the course of their lives.  

Today my heart landed on the following verses, 14-15: How, then, can they call on the one 

they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? 

And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can anyone preach unless 

they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

God provides the good news, Jesus and all He has done for humanity, which we have read 

about in Romans chapters 1-9. And we, the saved and redeemed, are to be the beautiful feet 

people who bring the good news to the world. We do this by preaching or announcing the good 

news. We are sent people… sent to friends, neighbors, to people across town and across the 

world. 

It is too easy to keep this as a generic thought. ‘sent people’ is a simple phrase, one which 

becomes far more challenging when I personalize it and consider to whom has God sent me to 

bring His good news?  

Now it is personal. Now I have to think through my friend list. Now I have to consider my 

neighbors, coworkers, family and extended family. Now I have to open my eyes and heart to 

other parts of my country and world and ask the Lord to whom are you sending me. Me! Not 

church missionaries, not elders, pastors, evangelists… To whom are you, Lord, sending me?  

This is the one and only prayer I can pray this morning… 
To whom, Lord, are You sending me? Amen. 

 

 

Thursday, July 2: Romans 11 – Saved by grace Jew and Gentile alike… 

I love how Paul’s mind and heart has been opened by the Lord to see God’s grace in action 

throughout the Old Testament.  Case in point verses 2-6: God did not reject his people, whom he 

foreknew. Don’t you know what Scripture says in the passage about Elijah—how he appealed to 

God against Israel: “Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your altars; I am the 

only one left, and they are trying to kill me”? And what was God’s answer to him? “I have 

reserved for myself seven thousand who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” So too, at the present 

time there is a remnant chosen by grace. And if by grace, then it cannot be based on works; if it 

were, grace would no longer be grace. 

Salvation by grace again. Paul emphasizes salvation earlier in Romans speaking to Gentiles. 

Here he shows how salvation by grace works for Jews. Salvation is by grace for Jew or Gentile. 



Keeping the Jewish law will earn no one salvation. God’s salvation is by grace from first to 

last and for everyone. 

Right now, in the present day, there are elect Jews whom God is calling back into His family 

by grace. Jesus will be their Lord as He is my Lord, as He is Lord for all God’s beloved. Thus, 

the full number of Jews will be saved, for God will bring to Himself all His elect Gentile and Jew 

alike. 

What a day it will be when Jew and Gentile, male and female, people from every nation and 

language, and people from all cultures will be together worshipping the Lord God –Father, Jesus 

and Spirit –Who reigns in heaven forever and ever. Amen.  

As this thought explodes in my head, I want to join Paul in his doxology, which concludes 

this chapter. 
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths 

beyond tracing out! “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?” “Who has ever given to 
God, that God should repay them?” For from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be the glory 

forever! Amen (33-36).  

 

 

Friday, July 3: Romans 12 – Love the less loveable… 

Jesus summed up the ethic of the Christian faith in the two great commandments… Love 

God with everything you have and love your neighbor as yourself. It is simple to put this into 

one thought but so very difficult to master especially when you unpack what it means to love. 

Throughout this chapter Paul puts flesh on the skeleton of love and I was particularly 

challenged by verses 17-21: Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in 

the eyes of everyone. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do 

not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to 

avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he 

is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  

Loving the loveable is relatively straightforward, but loving the less loveable or the 

downright nasty person, oh my, how hard that can be. I looked back at the verses above and 

picked out how God wants us to act toward those who do evil toward us. 

Do not repay anyone evil for evil.… Do not take revenge…. Do not be overcome by evil, but 

overcome evil with good. And Paul even gives some suggestions on the good we should/could 

do. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, 

… “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 

Love means acting with kindness even to someone who has hurt you. Oh my, this is really 

hard! Still it is the call of God to us as Christ followers.  

I think of how Jesus related with those doing evil to Him. Healing the ear of the man who 

came to arrest Him in the Garden of Gethsemane. Forgiving those who crucified Him. Never 

lashing out with angry words during the ordeal of trial or crucifixion.  

I am called to a higher manner of life… one I fall short of regularly. 
Lord, help me to hold the ideal of loving neighbor as self as the goal of my life. I know I fail at that regularly. I 

am grateful for Your forgiveness. Please do not allow me to ever lose sight of how You want me and all Your followers 
to live as people who love… love You with everything we have and love neighbors as we love ourselves. I pray in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 

 

 



Saturday, July 4: Romans 13  – Urgency… 

Just today I received a video from a younger church member who has been gripped by God 

recently. He has an urgency about Christ’s return and an equal urgency to tell his friends now is 

the time to stop avoiding God and run to the Lord. 

The New Testament is full of urgency about the time. With some reluctance I am forced to 

admit that much of the New Testament’s urgency passes right over me. Then as if God decided 

to bonk me on the side of the head, today’s reading included this: And do this, understanding the 

present time: The hour has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our 

salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost 

here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us behave 

decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 

debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh (11-14). 

I am not one of those people who want to run to the hills to sit and wait because Jesus is 

returning soon. Maybe He is. Maybe it will be another 1000 years, after all, a 1000 years is like a 

day to the Lord. But what I do know is this: 

One, I want to be found at my post working and living my best when the Savior returns. I 

want my hand to be on the plough and I want to be found looking and straining ahead.  

Second, I want God’s urgency to be my urgency because urgency gives passion and drive to 

our work. When we need (urgency) to get things done we focus and go for it. This is true if I am 

trying to get the lawn mowed before the storm comes or wanting to prepare the guest room 

because a friend or family member is coming for a visit. Urgency has a way of focusing my work 

and giving ‘oomph’ to my effort. 
Lord God, may the urgency You are impressing upon me today last. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Sunday, July 5, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


