
The Weekly Word 
June 22-28, 2020 

 

How can we possibly be at the halfway point of 2020? As we dive into Romans I pray the 

Lord speaks clearly to you. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, June 22: Romans 2- Jesus came to save sinners like me… 

The first five words stabbed me in the heart: You, therefore, have no excuse… Paul goes on 

to say that where I have judged others I have already condemned myself. Honestly, I don’t need 

his continued argument because the gavel rendered its judgment with those first 5 words. 

I am still reeling from my meditations on suppressing the truth In Romans 1. 

I think with the idea of suppressing the truth in the back of my mind, plus the additional 

truth, that I have no excuse smacked me so hard. 

I am in such deep trouble. I was pressing against the Lord and His truth and no words, no 

excuse, could help me wriggle out of the trouble my sin had created. That is a giant black hole 

and I was at the bottom. 

I sat and allowed the weight of my sin and the judgment I deserved weigh on me for a while. 
Oh God, am I in trouble… I am lost. I am without hope of ever climbing out of my predicament. Crushing is my 

sin.  

As I was feeling the weight of my sin, a new thought emerged. Romans 2 is not the end of 

the story. Romans 3, John 3, 1John 4, Ephesians 2, Colossians 1 and so on and so on flooded my 

mind. Jesus came to save sinners like me!!!! 

He lifted me from the pit of my own doing and brought me into His kingdom and His love 

and His grace.  

Joy of my salvation filled me… 
Oh, thank You dear God, Jesus, Holy Spirit for saving me and doing for me what I could not do for myself. 

Alleluia. I will praise you forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, June 23: Romans 3– The sweet message of the gospel… 

Verses 21-24 provide a succinct statement of the gospel message. But now apart from the law 

the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This 

righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference 

between Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are 

justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  

And there you have it… there is a righteousness –a right standing before God –that is 

available not by trying to keep some impossible law. Instead, it comes through faith in Jesus 

Christ! It does not matter to God what segment of humanity I am from. Access to this 

righteousness is granted solely through faith in Jesus. That’s it and that’s all. 

After two days of being pounded by my sin, it is wonderful to read the Good News (gospel) 

that faith in Jesus brings me and anyone who believes a right standing before the Lord God 

Almighty. 
Halleluiah! God is sooooo good. Thank You, Lord. Through Christ I pray. Amen. 



 

 

Wednesday, June 24: Romans 4- Faith not law; grace not works. …  

Faith not law; grace not works. This is my six-word summary of this chapter and the message 

of the gospel. 

Faith not law… I cannot earn my way to God. Righteousness is not about my moral purity in 

keeping the rules and regulations of God’s law. Rather, righteousness comes when I place my 

faith in Jesus. 

Grace not works… My righteousness, my salvation is not by anything I have done, instead it 

it because of God’s goodness, plain and simple. That is grace. Grace means that my 

righteousness, my salvation is not earned as if it is payment for deeds done. No, it is a gift given 

from the open hand of God. God bestows this grace gift not because He looked down and saw a 

deserving person –he did not, I was filled with sin and suppressing the truth –no, it was because 

He decided to be gracious to a lost and rejecting person. I could never have earned what God 

provided. NEVER. 

Faith not law; grace not works… the message of Romans and the message of the gospel… 

I am forever grateful for the grace of God, which credited righteousness to me when I was 

totally undeserving, bringing life to my dead being. 
Thank You God, Father, Jesus and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday, June 25: Romans 5 – Saved from God’s wrath … 

If you read along with me I am regularly confronted by my sin. I realize that I am a sinner 

and were it not for Jesus I would be lost. But words like ‘lost’ and ‘sinner’ can become common 

place to me and lose their edge. In this vein it was verse 9 that caught my attention as I read this 

morning. Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from 

God’s wrath through him!  

Particularly it was the word ‘wrath’, being saved from God’s wrath, that arrested my 

attention. Wrath is a strong word and a pain-filled word. And that is from which I am rescued or 

saved. 

Yes, I am a sinner, but this is no minor item. As a sinner I deserve the wrath of God, a 

penalty so terrible that it lasts for eternity and is described in horrific terms, ‘lake of fire’ and 

others. 

Yes, I am lost, but I am not wandering around some beautiful land enjoying a good life. I am 

completely cut off from God and His goodness. Every day of my lostness I pile up my sin and 

therefore my guilt and shame. 

For all this I am on track to receive the full hammer of God’s wrath when God calls me to my 

day of account. There is nothing benign about any of this. And it is from this that the blood of 

Jesus has saved me… 

Thanks be to God! 
Oh, I praise You, Lord God. I praise You. Amen and amen. 

 

 

Friday, June 26: Romans 6 – Choices… 

We all have choices. We have choices every moment of every day. Some choices are largely 

inconsequential.  Shall I wear a green or brown shirt today? But some are hugely 



consequential… to sin or not to sin, that is the question. Paul admonishes us to NOT sin, to not 

use our body for wickedness.  

Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not 

offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to 

God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as 

an instrument of righteousness (12-13). 

So, we have a choice to choose evil or good. In fact, we can even go further than that. We 

can offer ourselves to evil desires or offer ourselves to God. I don’t think Paul is talking only 

about a one time ‘I accept Jesus’ moment. Instead, I think Paul is saying that daily, moment by 

moment, we can choose to offer ourselves to God… offer every part of ourselves to God. 

So much of my life seems to be lived on automatic. I wake, I begin to go through my day. I 

do this. I do that. I drive this way to work. So much of this requires little thought; I just continue 

to do what I have been doing. 

Seems to me Paul is suggesting a more thoughtful approach to life; a conscious offering of 

myself to the Lord day by day and even moment by moment throughout the day, consciously 

choosing to offer my life, my actions, thoughts, etc. to God. 

Paul’s charge is to offer myself, my whole self –every part of me –to God so that I might be 

an instrument of righteousness in my world. 
Oh God,, help me move out of automatic living and begin consciously living for you 24/7/365. Through Jesus, 

empowered by the Spirit and for Your glory, Oh God, I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, June 27: Romans 7  – Ugh the battle rages within … 

As I read this chapter I can commiserate with Paul.  

Having walked with Jesus for 40+ yeas, it is frustrating that I often follow the sin filled 

inclinations of my heart to do what I do not want to do and not do what my Jesus loving self 

should do. Ugh, the battle rages within. 

I was blessed by Paul’s honesty and by the note of hope that Paul sounds at the end of the 

chapter. So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in 

my inner being I delight in God’s law; but I see another law at work in me, waging war against 

the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. What a 

wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? Thanks be to 

God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave 

to God’s law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the law of sin (21-25, bold mine). 

I resonate with Paul’s question, “Who” will rescue me from this body that is subject to 

death?” And delight all the more with his response. Thanks be to God, who delivers me through 

Jesus Christ our Lord! 

Throughout Romans, Jesus literally is the answer to every spiritual problem and issue that 

presents itself against us. As one songwriter put it, Jesus is the answer for the world today. Like 
Him there’s no other Jesus is the way…  

The answer to my problem with sin is Jesus. Trust him. Reach out to Him for the strength 

and victory. 

So after wallowing in my remaining sinfulness as I began my reading and meditating, I can 

now lift my eyes heavenward to Jesus, the author and finisher (or perfector) of my faith. Oh, how 

the skies have brightened as God’s light and love fills my day. 

And tomorrow I get to join with others and worship the One who saves me… Yes!!! 
If You Have Some Questions In The Corners Of Your Mind 



And Traces Of Discouragement And Peace You Cannot Find 
Reflections Of The Old Past, They Seem To Face You Everyday 
There's One Thing I Know For Sure That Jesus Is the Way 
Let Me Hear You Now 
Jesus Is The Answer For The World Today 
Above Him There's No Other Jesus Is The Way 
Jesus Is The Answer For The World Today 
Above Him There's No Other Jesus Is The Way** 

Yes he is… Alleluia. Amen. Thank You, Jesus 

 

**Andre Crouch, 1995.  

 

Sunday, June 28, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


