
The Weekly Word 
June 8-14, 2020 

 

May God’s Word bring you comfort and instruction as you study and meditate upon it. 

Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, June 8: Leviticus 17- Sin-filled to the core… 

How we need things explained and detailed… 

The opening section of this chapter is about how people are to sacrifice any animals only at the 

tabernacle and nowhere else. “Say to them: ‘Any Israelite or any foreigner residing among them 

who offers a burnt offering or sacrifice and does not bring it to the entrance to the tent of 

meeting to sacrifice it to the LORD must be cut off from the people of Israel (8-9). The primary 

reason for this is to prevent people from sacrificing their offerings to idols. They must no longer 

offer any of their sacrifices to the goat idols to whom they prostitute themselves. This is to be a 

lasting ordinance for them and for the generations to come’ (7). 

To me this rule seems to be redundant given the 1
st
 Commandment of not having any gods 

before me. But it seems that we humans need things explained and re-explained and then 

examples need to be given and so on.  

I think we are all stiff-necked and looking for loopholes. I know there are times when I 

justify things, “well, just because”. Creating justifications is easier than doing what God wants in 

the first place…  

I don’t admit this lightly, but as I sit here today I am realizing again that I am sin-filled to the 

core. I don’t do, I can’t do, in my own power what God would have me do. I am desperate for a 

savior. Thankfully the Lord God sent Jesus to save me… 
Thank you, Oh God, for Jesus. Even when I try to live as You would have me live I fall short and there are times 

when I honestly don’t try. I not only need a savior, I need the Holy Spirit in me to give me His power to live as the 
Father would have me live. I thank You because You have given me both gifts… Salvation and the Spirit. In Jesus’ 
name I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Tuesday, June 9: Leviticus 18– God deals with sex… 

Sometimes I fool myself into thinking that the sexual revolution of the 1960s and ever 

widening sexual ethic of our world is a new break with the norms of God. And then I read a 

chapter like this. I am shaken back to the reality that we are sexual beings and since we were 

corrupted by the fall, sexuality has been corrupted ever since the fall. 

As Israel is preparing to enter Canaan and establish God’s way of living, the Lord clarifies 

His guardrails around sex. What frightens me is that the specific abortions God names are 

apparently done to alert Israel to the practices of Egypt and Canaan so Israel will know what 

lines not to cross. 

Apparently, the pagan societies back then had an ‘anything goes’ mentality when it comes to 

sex. Their morals were much wider that what we see today. I am particularly unnerved by verse 

23 and the idea of having sex with animals. Oh my, how perverse we can be! 



I’m a little wigged out by the guard rails God has to erect to protect His people from sexual 

corruption found in the Canaanite nations. How perverse we can be as humans and worse we 

consider these aberrant sexual activities  ‘normal’. Ugh. 

This makes me realize all the more how much I have to guard my heart and stay in God’s 

Word. Sin is always looking for ways to corrupt my soul. 
Guard me, Oh God. Guard my thinking and my intentions. Guard my coming in and going out. Guard my eyes 

not to lust after things of the flesh and my ears not to listen for any enticements that might draw me from You. I pray 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, June 10: Leviticus 19- God displays his heart for the poor and foreigner …  

The chapter includes various laws and like Proverbs it jumps around from topic to topic in a 

seemingly random order. I mentioned previously that establishing a country requires establishing 

how people are supposed to relate with one another. Most of these laws detail various aspects of 

how the Lord wants people to relate with other people in the nation of Israel. 

I found myself drawn to verses 9-10.  “ ‘When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap 

to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. Do not go over your 

vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the 

foreigner. I am the LORD your God.  

From the very inception of the nation God displays His heart for the poor and foreigner. In an 

Agrarian society there would be plenty of fields, vineyard and orchards. To leave the gleanings 

for people in need is a major provision and statement about how important care for those in need 

is to the Lord. 

God’s heart breaks for people at the bottom rung of life. God sees all manner of human 

injustice against other humans and God’s heart breaks. Through His law, God models the posture 

He wants His people to take… a posture of caring and love for people less fortunate than we are. 

It is a simple action to forgo gleaning or going over your field, vineyard or orchard a second 

time to make sure you get everything. Leaving that which was not ripe the first time or produce 

that was missed or dropped for the less fortunate to scavenge and live upon. 

I am not a farmer, but I can learn to live off less than I earn so that I can give some of my 

wealth away to those less fortunate… 
Lord, give me a generous heart… give me Your generous heart that I might be kind and helpful to people in need. 

In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Thursday, June 11: Leviticus 20 – Sacrificing children on the altar of desire… 

Sex must be a major stumbling block since laws about sex come up over and over again. 

Only two chapters earlier many of these same sex laws were mentioned and now they come up 

again. I hear in this that sex is a major avenue for the enemy of God to work His way into the life 

of believers. We are sexual beings and sex is one of the strongest passions, so it is no wonder 

that sex is a significant enticement away from the Lord. 

If I step back from the specifics and simply look at the range of inappropriate sexual liaisons 

catalogued I shake my head. How many perversions are there from the simple directive the Lord 

gave –one man and one woman for life. Honestly, that says it all.  

I didn’t mean to muse on sexual relations this morning, because what caught my attention 

was the worship and sacrificing to Molek (1-5). The heart of God’s directive is verse 2: “Say to 



the Israelites: ‘Any Israelite or any foreigner residing in Israel who sacrifices any of his children 

to Molek is to be put to death. The members of the community are to stone him. 

During the COVID lockdown one silver lining has been the much more frequent video-

chatting with my daughter and granddaughter, sometimes for multiple hours at a time. 

Facetiming is not nearly as delightful as in person visits and I look forward to in-person visits 

soon, I hope. But seeing and talking and reading to my granddaughter multiple times a week is 

wonderful. And I feel as if I am seeing her grow before my eyes. She seems to have new words 

every time we talk.  

Anyway this excursion into the delight of my granddaughter elicits deep grief when I read 

about sacrificing children to Molek. How could anyone even consider this?! But people did. And 

later in Israel’s life Israelites did this detestable act in the valleys around Jerusalem! 

How vile we can be. Willing to kill children simple to ‘appease’ a god so we can get 

something we want! Oh my. 

I am wondering if abortion on demand or for convenience is sacrificing to Molek under 

another name? God forgive us… 
Lord, words escape me right now… receive the guttural groans of my heart I pray, through Jesus my Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, June 12: Leviticus 21 – Those who represent the Lord have a responsibility to live 

more faithfully to the Lord… 

The rules are different for priests than ordinary Israelites. And the rules for the high priest are 

more stringent than the rules for the other priests. I am reminded of James’ injunction that Not 

many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you know that we who teach 

will be judged more strictly (James 3:1). 

Those who represent the Lord have a responsibility to live more faithfully to the Lord.  

As a pastor-teacher this thought causes me to shudder, recognizing that my life is under 

greater scrutiny by the Lord. I already know that I cannot measure up. Raising the standard only 

deepens my debt to the Lord.  

Additionally, it reminds me that my life is observed more closely and likely judged more 

strictly by people who know and observe me. People are watching to see that my professed faith 

and my life ring true to each other and that my words and teachings are visible in my life. This 

latter recognition is all the more true these days where my teachings live on and on through the 

internet where sermons are routinely posted.  

A long pause flows over me and I consider the magnitude of my responsibility to be a living 

example of faith to the flock under my care and to my neighbors and world who view me as a 

teacher of Jesus.  

The weight is heavy. Then the Spirit reminds me that I have the Spirit of the Lord within me, 

given to me by the Father and Son, so that I might be a living witness to Jesus in my world and 

to my church family… 

Thanks be to God. He gives the victory. God gives the strength and God gets all the glory. 
Lord God, I am honored to be called by You to serve as pastor. I pray for ears to hear, eyes to see and a heart to 

follow hard after You. Lead me, Lord. Guide me I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, June 13: Leviticus 22 – … 

Priests play an important role in the life of Israel and as such they have a unique place and 

are accorded some unique privileges. Among their priestly privileges is the right to eat certain 



sacrificed foods. This food, however, is only for priests and their immediate family. For others to 

eat this food is to be cut off from Israel. And if priest knowingly serves this food to others 

beyond the priestly family, they too will suffer the wrath of the Lord.  

The opening section clarifies the extent of the priestly family allowing the priest to know 

what is acceptable and what is not! 

As I was reading this, I found myself thinking, ‘ugh, more laws’. Then as I began describing 

the situation my thinking changed … these laws were a clarification of God’s basic rule that only 

priests and their immediate family could eat the sacrifices.  

Most of the situations noted are issues that could easily come up for priests. Rather than 

wondering how to handle each of these, God graciously clarified for them His intentions. Verse 

13 is an example: But if a priest’s daughter becomes a widow or is divorced, yet has no children, 

and she returns to live in her father’s household as in her youth, she may eat her father’s food. 

No unauthorized person, however, may eat it. Death was all too common in the ancient world 

and divorce a significant issue. So now a priest whose daughter finds herself on her own due to 

death or divorce knows that they can return home and be covered by her father and dine at his 

table. 

Real life situation clarified.  

I see in this the graciousness of the Lord, helping us through His word to understand how to 

live as children of the King. 

Reading and learning God’s Word is a constant source of love and grace. Through His Word 

God instructs me on how we have been designed to live. Knowing God’s Word is a treasure that 

guides me in life and living. 
Lord God, I bless You for Your Word. Help me to take it into my life and to steep my soul in Your ways. I 

pray this so that in the end, my life might shine for You, Jesus, a witness to my Savior and my God. In Your name 
Jesus and through the power of the Spirit I pray. Amen. 

 

 

 

Sunday, June 14, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


