
The Weekly Word 
June 1-7, 2020 

 

June… summer is in the air. Happy reading as you spend time in God’s Word… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, June 1: Leviticus 11- Foods you can eat… 

So, the Lord God established some distinctions between Israel and other peoples through the 

foods Israel was allowed to eat. Today’s chapter is all about which animals are clean and which 

are unclean. 

God was highly specific. I have wondered about this off and on over the years. Honestly, I 

cannot come up with any reason for the Lord’s decision to limit what animals Israel could eat 

beyond making a distinction between Israel and the surrounding cultures. After all, God lifts the 

food restrictions in the New Testament (see Acts 10:15 and Romans 14:20. This suggests that 

God’s reason for limiting edible animals was not heath related. 

The Lord does want us to live in a manner that is different and distinct from people who do 

not know the Lord. Again, in the New Testament the distinction is meant to cause people to see 

our lives and our good deeds and praise God (see Matthew 5:16) and I believe, be drawn to Him.  

I don’t follow the dietary laws of the Old Testament, but I do follow Jesus and I pray that my 

life and my manner of living points to my faith in Jesus. 
Lord, may the words of my mouth and the manner of my life point people to You, Lord, that they might be drawn 

to faith in You. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Tuesday, June 2: Leviticus 12– Things I still don’t understand… 

There are things in the Scriptures that I still don’t understand even after 40+ years or reading 

and study. For example, in today’s reading, why is a woman’s uncleanliness twice as long when 

she gives birth to a girl than when she gives birth to a boy. I don’t know. 

Maybe the Lord has a specific reason for this. Maybe the Lord wanted moms of girls to have 

twice as long with the baby before normal life resumed. Maybe it was a way to create a 

distinction between Israel and other nations. I don’t know. 

What I do know is that it was a law and therefore it needed to be obeyed. 

It is not my purview to understand why the Lord made the rules He did. As a follower and a 

servant mine is to obey. 

Thankfully, most of the Scriptures are comprehendible and maybe with further study these 

regulations would make more sense to me, but even if they don’t, I believe they are part of God’s 

fully inspired Word. As such they are treasured and believed. They were the law for Israel.  
Lord, I trust Your Word. They are the words of life and salvation. They point to Jesus and then illumine His life 

for the world. Teach me and guide me through Your Word that I might live faithfully all the days of my life so that 
others may see and meet You, Jesus, through my living. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, June 3: Leviticus 13- A message of love…  



When I open a chapter like this with rules and regulations* on things like skin diseases and 

mold, my heart sank a little.  But then as I ponder it longer, I recognize that God is setting up a 

society and societies that need rules and regulations to establish norms on all kinds of subjects. 

Skin diseases and mold may not be health conditions that we face every day. Still even to this 

day our society has rules and regulations about them as well. Just try to sell a house with a mold 

issue! 

I realized that these laws, though kind of boring to read, are a message of love from the 

Father for His people. These protocols save lives and protect the greater population some a 

disease that some my contract. 

I think I understand that better today than I may have in the past given the COVID-19 

situation we are going through now.  

As I close my time with the Lord, I am grateful to Him for establishing the laws He did for 

Israel allowing them to truly become a people and a society. I am also grateful for the leaders of 

my country (and the world) who are attempting to set up guidelines that protect the populous of 

the world from the COVID19 virus. 
Lord, thank You for the care of Your people throughout the ages. Your care shines through these regulations 

regarding skin diseases, boils and mold. Blessed are You who care for Your people. I pray for leaders in my world who 
are trying to protect people as well. Please, Lord, give them Your wisdom. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

*Some have lamented that Israel had 613 laws and how difficult that would be to keep all of 

them. Do to sin it is impossible for us humans to keep the basic 10 Commandments much less 

613. And while that might seem daunting, I looked up how many laws the USA has and it comes 

back incalculable… There are more than 20,000 regulating the sale, ownership and use of guns! 

Just a thought worth pondering… 

 

 

Thursday, June 4: Leviticus 14 – Standing in danger to serve the people… 

In my present world, health care workers are on the frontlines in treating and caring for 

COVID19 patients. They put themselves in harms way to care for others. They have PPE to help 

protect them but the job still requires that they face the danger of the virus. 

I like to glamorize the priest recalling the way they stood between the people and God 

offering sacrifices and atonement for sin and guilt. And absolutely the priests did this important 

sacred function. But they also determined the severity of skin rashes and mold thereby protecting 

the community from easily communicable diseases. 

As a representative of the Lord, would I be willing to put myself in a place of danger and 

potential disease to serve others in Jesus’ name if called to by the Lord? I hope so… after all, my 

Lord, Jesus, gave His life so that I might be redeemed and restored to a relationship with the 

Father. Shouldn’t I be willing to follow my Lord’s lead? 
Lord, where You lead me I will go. Where You send me I will go. I am Yours. Please give me ears to hear Your 

voice clearly and a heart willing to go where You send. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Friday, June 5: Leviticus 15 – God cares… 

Unclean discharges… not exactly the devotional read I was hoping for today. The COVID 19 

sheltering in place is getting long and I would have loved a word that connected more directly 

with me. Still I know that the Lord knew I would be reading this passage today, so I sit.  

God, what would you have for me in this chapter today? 



As I step back and consider this chapter, I began to realize that God cared for some of the 

smaller details of life in Israel, down to the handling of bodily discharges. And if God cared for 

the smallest things in their life, God cares for the smallest things in my life, too. The Lord God 

cares for me…  

Yes, God cares for the smallest aspects of my life.  

As I sit at home, rarely seeing people, it is so comforting to know that God cares for me. Yes, 

God care for me… and God cares for all of us. As Jesus reminds us, God knows us so well He 

even knows the hairs on our heads. It is comforting to know that the Lord knows me… 
Thank You, Jesus… for caring for me. For loving me. For dying and saving me. Lord, help me to care and 

comfort those you have placed in my life so that I can reflect Your care to others. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, June 6: Leviticus 16 – Gift and burden… 

Reading about the intuition of the Day of Atonement two words came to my mind 

simultaneously… gift and burden. 

Gift… what a gift the Lord gave His people with the institution of the Day of Atonement. To 

be cleansed and forgiven is such an incredible gift. On this day the priests makes atonement for 

the nation and all the people of the nation. “This is to be a lasting ordinance for you: Atonement 

is to be made once a year for all the sins of the Israelites.” And it was done, as the LORD 

commanded Moses (34).  

But even as I was considering the gift of the Day of Atonement I also felt the burden of sin 

and the need for this day. This sacrifice had to be repeated year after year. People, humans, you 

and I are sinning all the time and no sooner are we atoned for than we need atonement for more 

sins. It reminds me of the never-ending battle we face against sin in our lives. 

As I continue to ponder the Day of Atonement a thankfulness washes over me for Jesus, 

whose once for all sacrifice covers the sins forever of all who believe. One sacrifice for the sins 

of the world!  

Tomorrow I get to worship –albeit virtually –with sisters and brothers around the world, 

thanking Jesus for His atoning death on the cross. Not only that I get to gather with other 

believers around the table eating the bread and drinking the cup in the sacrament of Communion. 

A memorial and participation in the wonder of salvation in Jesus. 
Thanks be to God who loves us with unconditional love. Halleluiah! Amen. 

 

 

Sunday, June 7, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 



 
Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


