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I can’t believe it is the end of May already. We have read through Genesis and Exodus 

and now we are beginning our journey through Leviticus. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, May 25: Leviticus 5- … 

As the description of the sin offering wraps up in the opening section of this chapter, I felt 

the compassion of God as He lays out what must be offered. For those who can afford it, a 

female lamb is the appropriate offering. But for those who cannot afford a lamb, two birds is are 

allowed. And for those who can’t afford two birds, a grain offering is allowed.  

The offering still costs, but even the poorest among Israel is not kept from having their sins 

atoned due to their poverty. 

The tender care of God is evident to me in these laws. 

What is even better is that in the New Covenant, Jesus through His death on the cross, has 

paid for our atonement in full. Sin still costs, but the Lord paid the price for us. Alleluia. 

So today, as happens many days, I sit awed by God’s gracious generosity and love visited us 

in Jesus!  
Thank You, Lord God, for Your kindness, love and care. You didn’t have to pay my penalty, but You did. 

What’s more, You paid the penalty for all humanity and all You ask is that people acknowledge Your gift of grace 
and love by pledging allegiance to Jesus as Lord and God. 

Bless You, Oh God, Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, May 26: Leviticus 6– Atonement for all sin… 

At the start of this chapter, one of my concerns from a previous reading is answered, 

atonement for willful sin. The idea of ‘deceiving’ in verse two underscores for me that God is 

describing willful sins. The prescription is difficult.  

Verse 4: …realize their guilt… This to me is like the prodigal coming to his senses.  It is 

when a person faces their actions and owns their guilt. It makes sense that this is the first step 

toward removal of the guilt. 

Verse 4: …they must return… I get that the person should give back what was stolen or pay 

for what was broken. It is a little more difficult to give back a lie you have spoken, but if it is 

done in a court you can recant your previous testimony. However, questions still abound for me. 

Prime among them is what if you can’t return it? What if you are poor and have eaten what you 

stole? What if the person was convicted on your testimony and put to death. There is no way to 

recant in a way that gives justice to the victim. I understand that returning what was wrongfully 

taken is ideal but what if it cannot be done? Can that person never be forgiven? 

Verse 5: …They must make restitution in full, add a fifth to the value… I have written on 

restitution previously, I think this is likely a good deterrent. Clearly the person doing this has 

faced their guilt. 

Verse 6: only now can they come to the priest with a guilt offering that there sin might be 

atoned for, which necessitates the giving of the lamb as guilt offering. 



This is quite an involved process and I wonder if people truly availed themselves of God’s 

atonement?  

Also the above deals with tangible sin, what about less tangible sin, like the gossip word 

spoken or the evil thought harbored or a sin of omission not doing what one might be obliged to 

do? I’m thinking of Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan. The priest and the Levite walk by and 

do nothing. I don’t see any means of atonement for them or that kind of sin. 

Most of the sins mentioned were sins of commission. Maybe Israelite law didn’t emphasize 

internal sins? 

Considering all of this causes me to appreciate all the more God’s magnanimity in the New 

Testament… paying for our debit of sin through the cross of Jesus.  And inviting us to 

forgiveness and restitution through acceptance of Jesus’ death and confession of Jesus as Lord 

and Savior. What an incredible gift God has given to us in Jesus… 
Oh Lord, by Your grace and Your grace alone can I appreciate the gift Jesus gave. I bless You, Father, Jesus, 

Holy Spirit for Your gift of forgiveness and redemption. Halleluiah. Amen.  

 

 

Wednesday, May 27: Leviticus 7- Don’t play god…  

I wondered about the not eating of fat and blood in verses 22-27: The LORD said to Moses, 

“Say to the Israelites: ‘Do not eat any of the fat of cattle, sheep or goats. The fat of an animal 

found dead or torn by wild animals may be used for any other purpose, but you must not eat 

it. Anyone who eats the fat of an animal from which a food offering may be presented to the 

LORD must be cut off from their people. And wherever you live, you must not eat the blood of 

any bird or animal. Anyone who eats blood must be cut off from their people’ ” (22-27)  

I decided to do a little digging. 

Turns out the fat and blood were reserved for the Lord Himself. Looking back over the 

various offerings the fat portions and the blood were always given to the Lord. So in the above 

verses God is declaring that things belonging to God are not to be commandeered by humans.  

So with an offering no one is to eat the fat… and with blood, never ever eat it, period. The 

penalty is quite severe, to be cut off from the people. In essence they are excommunicated form 

the family of God! And some commentators suggest that a second implication is that death may 

be near… so these people are cut off from the Lord, His people and life itself! That is pretty 

severe. 

God reserves things for Himself and to traverse into those areas is to risk fellowship with the 

Lord. It is as if the person committing these acts is saying, “I am god and therefore I am allowed 

or deserved these things”! And this is called blasphemy…  Jesus was killed for blasphemy. 

However in Jesus’ case it wasn’t blasphemy because e was God.  

I circled back to the concept of doing what God expressly says not to do and to the idea of 

acting as if I am god myself asking the Lord to probe me and show me any places in my life 

where I need to change, grow, confess or repent… 
Lord, search my heart and inner being and show me any places where my life is out of kilter with what You desire 

in a child, a disciple. To be Yours, O Lord, is to constantly be on the lookout for sin creeping into my life. I pray in 
Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Thursday, May 28: Leviticus 8 – Owned by God… 



The mention of ordination almost always kicks up thoughts from my own ordination years 

ago. It was a significant moment for me. What stuck me in today’s reading was the interactive 

nature of Aaron and sons ordination.  

[Moses] then presented the other ram, the ram for the ordination, and Aaron and his sons 

laid their hands on its head. Moses slaughtered the ram and took some of its blood and put it on 

the lobe of Aaron’s right ear, on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. 

Moses also brought Aaron’s sons forward and put some of the blood on the lobes of their right 

ears, on the thumbs of their right hands and on the big toes of their right feet. Then he splashed 

blood against the sides of the altar (22-24).  

First Aaron and sons place their hands on a ram as it is slaughtered. For an agrarian 

shepherding culture that is likely not as stark an action as it would be for me. I have never 

slaughtered an animal so to be present for the slaughtering would be memorable. Add to that 

placing my hands on an animal to be slaughtered, in effect saying the animal is a stand in for me 

would be moving and memorable. 

To have some of the blood smeared on my ear lob, thumb and toe, then watching the rest of 

the blood splashed on the altar… I think that moment would be indelibly imprinted upon my soul 

and psyche.  

The phrase, ‘owned by God’ popped into my head. Those actions signify to me that God 

owns the ordained person. My life is in His hands. I am no longer my own. 

It hit me, that those same sentiments could be said of me, not because of my ordination as 

pastor but because of my profession of Jesus as Lord and God of my life. I owe Jesus my very 

life. Without His gift of grace and atonement I would be a slave to sin and the evil one. Now 

thanks to Jesus’ gift of atonement I am part of God’s family, I have been ushered into God’s 

kingdom and I am subject to the Lord of glory, God –Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit.  

As a subject of God’s kingdom, I need to adapt my behavior to His decrees. And for this I 

continually need God’s Holy Spirit empowering me and directing me… 
Lord God, Holy Spirit, recalibrate my ears to hear Your voice and retune my heart to desire You and Your 

ways. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Friday, May 29: Leviticus 9 – Blessing… 

Aaron’s first priestly act as newly ordained priest for Israel was to offer sacrifices for 

himself, his sons and the people of Israel. Still standing before the altar Aaron blesses the people. 

Then Aaron lifted his hands toward the people and blessed them. And having sacrificed the sin 

offering, the burnt offering and the fellowship offering, he stepped down (22).  

It touched me that as part of his first priestly Aaron blessed the people. I think I undervalue 

the blessing of the religious leader in charge.  

I don’t know if pastoral blessing carries the same weight as Aarons priestly blessing, but this 

passage certainly prompts me to think it does. Similarly, I don’t know if my blessing over my 

family carries anywhere near the same weight as Aaron’s blessing of Israel. But again, 

recognizing how powerful and important it was for Aaron to bless the people causes me to think 

my blessings of my family carry more significance than I might think. 

I review the account again in my mind. The first thing Aaron does as priest is offer sacrifices 

for himself, his sons and God’s people. Then before he leaves the altar he blesses the people. His 

first act as a ritually clean priest on behalf of his now ritually clean people is to bless them. That 

blessing was the first words he spoke over the people as priest is significant. 



True blessing in God’s eyes is more than nice words; blessing conveys God’s sentiments to 

the people over which the blessing is spoken. This is a powerful thought. 

As I stand before my church family Sunday and pronounce blessing I believe it will carry 

more weight because of this time with the Lord. 

When I bow my head and bless the meal and my family, which I will do at my next dinner 

meal I believe it will carry more weight because of today’s time with the Lord. 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you and give you peace. Amen.  I speak 

this blessing over all who read this post in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, May 30: Leviticus 10 – Always one step from sin… 

People never cease to surprise me with their sinfulness. I write this including myself in the 

word ‘people.’ 

Aaron and his sons have just been ordained and have begun to serve as priest of the Lord at 

the tabernacle. Then I open to chapter 10 and read this: Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their 

censers, put fire in them and added incense; and they offered unauthorized fire before the LORD, 

contrary to his command. o fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, 

and they died before the LORD (1-2).  

How quickly we can lose sight of the things God teaches and tells us. 

Reading this account reminds me how sin-filled each and every one of us are. I am always 

one step away from sin.  

Maybe they thought the censors were ‘cool.’ Maybe they were enamored with their 

privileges as priests. Maybe they were just young and foolish. Whether their actions were 

malicious or foolish, disobedient or careless, it cost them their lives. The Lord set up clear rules 

around His tabernacle and He was not going to let them be broken. 

I am so thankful that God has shown me grace upon grace. I don’t understand why and I 

know I don’t deserve God’s kindnesses. I am forever in God’s debt for incalculable gifts of 

mercy, grace, forgiveness and forbearance… 
Thank You, Lord God. I bless You and thank You for saving me… and for ushering me into Your family. My 

words cannot express adequately…  
In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Sunday, May 31, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 



Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


