
The Weekly Word 
May 18-24, 2020 

 
May is speeding by and we are still sheltering in place. May the Lord bless you and be 

with you, particularly as you spend time in God’s Word. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, May 18: Exodus 39- Blessing a job well done… 
The Israelites had done all the work just as the LORD had commanded Moses. Moses 

inspected the work and saw that they had done it just as the LORD had commanded. So Moses 
blessed them (42-43). 

I love the fact that Moses blesses Israel for a job well done. 
Too often too many people allow jobs well done to conclude without a thank you or blessing. 

This is true in our workplace as well as our homes.  
Hearts are encouraged and strengthen by a ‘thank you’ or ‘well done’ or some other blessing. 

Even when it is a job (i.e. paid) task completed, there is something about a blessing, an ‘atta 
boy,’ a thank you that brings life. I am not thinking about faint praise, which everyone knows is 
faint and not praise… I am speaking about a true blessing… 

I am sensing that rather than writing more today… I should make a list and write some thank 
‘yous’ and bless those with whom I work... 

Lord, bless the people who are coming to mind and move my hand to write them. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 
 
 

Tuesday, May 19: Exodus 40– How fickle we humans are … 
So the tabernacle and all its parts is set up and God moves in… Then the cloud covered the 

tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. Moses could not enter the tent 
of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 
In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they 
would set out; but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out—until the day it lifted. So the cloud 
of the LORD was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in the sight of 
all the Israelites during all their travels (34-38).  

I tried to picture this scene… the drama, the spectacle. My sense is that it was one of those 
moments people remember for a lifetime. God is here. I can only imagine how my heart would 
tremble. 

Then I looked back and realized that this display of God’s presence continued until the day 
they moved into the Promised Land! I wonder if it grew commonplace during those 40 years?  

I have this internal suspicion that we can allow the presence of the Lord to grow 
commonplace in our lives. Having written this last sentence I am not pleased with myself for 
thinking this, but I do think it is true. 

I know I can be fickle in my faith, which is one reason why I need to dig into my faith daily, 
keeping the embers of faith alive and glowing. 

Back to the scene… the Lord is giving the people tangible proof of His presence. What a gift. 
As I was writing this a friend texted me about how they were hoping for a sign regarding a 

decision they need to make. I wrote back, we walk by faith not by signs… and this is very true, 



still tangible evidence of God through provision or some demonstrated manifestation can be 
heartening. Even with this daily sign of God’s presence, the people will still sin. How fickle we 
humans are. 

Oh God, we are so sin-filled. Thank You for grace. Thank You for love. Thank You for mercy… thank You 
for You and Your presence through the Holy Spirit. Amen and amen. 

 
 

Wednesday, May 20: Leviticus 1- All of me…  
Leviticus is not among my favorite reads so, “Lord, I pray and ask that my read of Leviticus might be 

fruitful for my life and maturity as a disciple of Jesus. In His name I pray. Amen.” 
My primary take-way from this chapter is that a burnt offering is total consumed in the fire. 

Nothing is saved useful for food or any other purpose after the offering. A burnt offering is 
totally consumed (see verse 9, 13, and 17).  

In Romans 12 we, as followers of Jesus, are instructed to offer our bodies as living sacrifices 
to the Lord, which is our spiritual act of worship. Is Paul picturing a burnt offering, something 
given totally to the Lord? I think so.  

This chapter then ratchets up my understanding of offering ourselves to the Lord, pointing to 
a total hold-nothing-back-from-the-Lord giving of ourselves to the Lord. This makes sense 
Biblically since the greatest commandment is to Love the Lord with heart, soul, mind and 
strength… i.e. Love the Lord with all we have. 

Lord, show me places where I hold back and do not place my entire self or my entire life on the altar of sacrifice to 
You. I know I am not a perfect human being, so I know I need Your correction and direction. I pray in Jesu’s name. 
Amen.  

 
 

Thursday, May 21: Leviticus 2 – Offering our best in show… 
I was attracted by the word ‘finest,’ which appears often in this chapter. Grain offerings were 

to be made from the finest of grains a person had. 
God deserves our best, not our leftovers. 
I tried to allow my last sentence sink in. It is much easier to pen than it is to live. 
When I lived in the farm country of Western PA, the county fair attracted a lot of attention 

and energy. 4-H children groomed their prize animals to show at the fair. Farmers, likewise, 
showed their finest herd animals and produce from their gardens. It was a big deal to receive 
‘Best in Show’. 

The Lord is saying that we are to offer Him our ‘Best in Show.’ The best grains, those which 
would fetch the highest price if sold or taste best if cooked, are what we are to sacrifice (give 
away to) the Lord.  

I’m back to my premise: God deserves our best, not our leftovers. 
And this naturally begs the question, ‘Lord, am I giving You my best’?... the best of my time; 

the best of my offerings; the best of my thought… the best of my ________ (fill in the blank). 
Lord, am I? 
Oh Lord, help me… Amen. 
 
I was intrigued by the phrase covenant of salt. This is what I looked up: 

COVENANT OF SALT: As salt was regarded as a necessary ingredient of the daily food, and so of all sacrifices 
offered to Yahweh (Leviticus 2:13), it became an easy step to the very close connection between salt and covenant-
making. When men ate together they became friends. Compare the Arabic expression, "There is salt between us"; 



"He has eaten of my salt," which means partaking of hospitality which cemented friendship; compare "eat the salt of 
the palace" (Ezra 4:14). Covenants were generally confirmed by sacrificial meals and salt was always present. Since, 
too, salt is a preservative, it would easily become symbolic of an enduring covenant. So offerings to Yahweh were 
to be by a statute forever, "a covenant of salt for ever before Yahweh" (Numbers 18:19). David received his 
kingdom forever from Yahweh by a "covenant of salt" (2 Chron. 13:5). In the light of these conceptions the remark 
of our Lord becomes the more significant: "Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace one with another" (Mark 9:50). 

—EDWARD BAGBY POLLARD 
The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia. 

 
 

Friday, May 22: Leviticus 3 – True offerings cost … 
I was captivated by the imagery of laying ones’ hands on the animal as it is slaughtered (2, 8, 

13). It creates some sights and sounds in my mind. 
Once when I was on an archaeological dig in the Negev of Israel, we watched as some local 

Bedouins went walking by leading a couple of goats. I noticed they stopped under a tree not far 
from the portion of the site I was working. I turned back to my work, a few minutes later I heard 
this gurgling bleating/cry from the goat. It didn’t last long but it is etched in my memory. I don’t 
have words to describe it… screaming, crying, drowning are some words that capture elements 
of the sound. 

At break time I asked if anyone else heard the sound and one of the local workers said some 
Bedouins likely performed a fertility ritual sacrificing the goat. I suspect it is when I learned this, 
the sound etched deeper into my psyche.  

Every time a person offers a fellowship offering in Israel you hear that sound! Now add the 
fact that your hands are placed on the animal’s head as it is slaughtered. Talk about an offering 
being personal! Wow. 

Fellowship offerings were given to the Lord out of friendship, devotion, and love. They were 
above and beyond offerings. And they are costly; beyond the expense of the animal that is killed 
is the earth-quaking moment of hands on the head as the animal was slaughtered. Obviously for 
shepherds slaughtering of animals was part of normal life. And anytime an animal was eaten, it 
was first slaughtered. Still the posture of ones’ hands on the animal as another person slaughters 
it conveys powerful connection. In the case of a fellowship offering I think it conveys that the 
giver is offering it to the Lord… from his hands if you will, directly to the Lord. 

True offerings cost…  they are not a tip left on the table for the Lord. They cost monetarily 
and emotionally. 

My thoughts return again to Romans 12:1a: Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in 
view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice… Offering our bodies, our lives to 
the Lord costs us. It always will… 

Thank you, Lord, that You fellowship with us. I pray that from that love we will fellowship 
and love and serve others. May our hands be instruments that You use to bring physical, 
emotional and spiritual healing. Amen. 

 
 

Saturday, May 23: Leviticus 4 – The gift of Jesus… 
An important word in this chapter is ‘unintentionally’… when someone sins unintentionally 

this chapter outlines the procedure to atone for the sin. This is a great gift God is offering His 
people. But I wondered about intentional sins… 

Honestly when I look at my life and I see my sins, I often see willful disobedience on my 
part. I certainly could not call them unintentional sins. 



This thought frightens me; if I could not be forgiven for my willful disobedience I would 
remain dead in my transgressions and sins, separated from God. 

I am so blessed to be part of the new covenant where I can confess any sin unintentional or 
intentional and received God’s forgiveness. My heart races to 1John1:9; If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness 
(emphasis mine).  

One gift of the new covenant is that the Lord atones for all our sins… all of them!  
Thanks be to God for the gift of Jesus’ atonement for sinners like me. I praise and bless You, Lord. and 

tomorrow I get to worship with sisters and brothers who also have been redeemed by Jesus. Halleluiah Amen. 
 
 

Sunday, May 24, 2020 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 
and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 
answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 
subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 
questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 
office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


