
The Weekly Word 
May 11-17, 2020 

 

Moms, I hope you had a special weekend. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, May 11: Exodus 33- To be God’s friend… 

The LORD would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend... (11). 

I am intrigued by the comment in verse 11a that God would speak face to face with Moses as 

someone speaks with a friend.  

I don’t know if there could be higher compliment than that paid to Moses, a person who 

speaks with God as one speaks with a friend. 

I found myself thinking about friendship and how friends speak with one another. Friends 

have a rapport, they can be joking one minute and serious the next. Friends pick up on non-

verbal cues. Friends can be silent together; sometimes words are not necessary. Friends can have 

a tough go of it and then repair and reconnect. Friends can say things to one another that cannot 

be said or heard by others. 

The more I write the more I grow a bit envious of Moses. He had such an intimate friendship 

with the Lord. Envy isn’t the correct word. I don’t begrudge Moses the joy of his relationship 

and connection with the Lord. I’m encouraged by it. In eternity we will all have a relationship 

like that, even closer, with the Lord. I imagine this is partly why Paul writes that to ‘die is gain’ 

(Philippians 1:21). Paul knows that as close as we might be with the Lord this side of eternity, 

when we are ushered into the Lord’s presence and eternal kingdom in death, the relationship we 

have with the Lord now will pale in comparison with the relationship we will have then.  

I long for the day when my faith will be sight, when I am fully in the presence of the Lord 

with no barriers due to my sin and faithlessness. 
Come, Lord Jesus, usher in the wonderful day of Your return. In Your name, Jesus, I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Tuesday, May 12: Exodus 34– A mulligan… 

When I played golf with my dad and his friends and I shanked a drive terribly, they would all 

say, “Grab another ball and take a mulligan”. These were friendly games; none was a serious 

golfer so I would take my mulligan. By the end of the nine holes everyone generally had at least 

one mulligan. You get a mulligan in golf rounds that do not count for anything. But in real life 

mulligans are few and far between. 

Moses and the Israelites get an incredible mulligan in today’s chapter.  

In verse 10 after Moses has made new tablets and gone up the mountain to meet with the 

Lord, the Lord makes Moses an offer he cannot refuse. Then the LORD said: “I am making a 

covenant with you. Before all your people I will do wonders never before done in any nation in 

all the world. The people you live among will see how awesome is the work that I, the LORD, 

will do for you.   

With this covenant God is offering Moses and the people an incredible mulligan, a second 

chance. The golden calf fiasco was much worse than the grumbling they did when they had no 

water. With the golden calf, the people directly broke the 10 Commandments. They broke faith 



with the Lord. Despite what the people did, God is offering them an olive branch and a ‘do over’. 

This is an incredible gift of grace, forbearance and love. 

The gracious gift that the Israelites were offered in the desert pales in comparison with the 

gift of Jesus those of us, who are part of the New Covenant, have. 

How thankful I am for Jesus… 
Blessing and praising God for the great gift of Jesus… Lord, how can I say thanks for all the things you 

have done for me… things so underserved. Yet, You gave to prove your love for me. The voices of 
a million angels could not express my gratitude. All that I am and ever hope to be I owe it all to 
Thee.  

To God be the glory, to God be the glory, To God be the glory, For the things He has done. 
With His blood He has saved me, With His power He has raised me, To God be the glory, For the 
things He has done. 

Sometimes, Lord, the words to a song or a hymn can say what my heart is desiring to express. Bless You, Father, 
Jesus and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

 

Wednesday, May 13: Exodus 35- I’m exposed…  
I had the feeling as I was reading that I had read much of this before. Some of it felt so 

familiar that I even checked to make sure I was reading the correct chapter. My electronic Bible 

lists parallel passages and sure enough, much of today’s chapter was paralleled in earlier Exodus 

passages when God was giving these instructions to Moses on the mountain. Today Moses is 

giving them to the people.  

I decided that I would ponder the opening of the chapter, which is not paralleled elsewhere in 

Exodus. Moses assembled the whole Israelite community and said to them, “These are the things 

the LORD has commanded you to do: For six days, work is to be done, but the seventh day shall 

be your holy day, a day of sabbath rest to the LORD. Whoever does any work on it is to be put to 

death. Do not light a fire in any of your dwellings on the Sabbath day”  (1-3). 

That last sentence struck a nerve with me. Do not light a fire in any of your dwellings on the 

Sabbath day.”  I have thought about the Sabbath and its injunctions for rest, renewal and 

relationships. No work affords people the opportunity to rest, to spend time in godly renewal and 

with key relationships. Verse three hit me quite jarringly with how serious God is about no work. 

It is not only no work that produces income, it apparently is no work including the small things 

that are necessary for living. I remember from the manna account that gathering and baking 

manna-bread on the Sabbath was not allowed. Now, I see that the building of a fire on the 

Sabbath was not allowed either.  

I had a surprising reaction to this command. My thoughts fired… but could I stoke a fire that 

has been banked for the night? In other words can I add wood to embers to keep them going? I 

mean the fire is already there, I am just feeding the fire, I am not lighting a fire… Of course, this 

exposes how I am trying to bend God’s command to my will.  

I also wondered, ‘what if it is cold, can’t I stoke the fire to keep me warm’? Ditto to my 

comment about bending the law to fit me. 

I would have made a wonderful Israelite… trying to figure out how to keep the ‘letter of the 

law’ but still have my own way.   

Yikes… I do need a savior. I desperately need a savior. Thankfully Jesus came and is 

precisely what I needed. 
Lord Jesus, save me from me. I can so easily twist Your Word to fit my desire. Oh, Jesus, I need You. Thank 

You for coming and saving me. I pray in Your name. Amen.  



 

 

Thursday, May 14: Exodus 36– Generosity… 

The elaborate nature of the tabernacle with 18’ high beams sent me down a rabbit hole of 

wondering how people in a desert who recently left Egypt, leaving homes behind, could carry or 

produce all of the items necessary. And then how could they transport this structure as they 

wandered the desert? Part of the rabbit hole was how many Israelites were there? 600,000 men 

not counting women and children, sees to be a good round number. This is mentioned in a few 

places (see Exodus 12:37 and Numbers 1:45-46). In Numbers 1, Moses takes a census of the 

people, but they do not count the Levites, the clan responsible for caring for and transporting the 

tabernacle. The number of men in the other eleven tribes range from a high of 74,600 to a low of 

32,200. It is fair to believe that the number of Levite men was somewhere in that range and that 

is more than enough able bodies to transport and care for the tabernacle during the wilderness 

wanderings. The shear number of Israelites also explains the volume of giving that is necessary 

for the tabernacle. 

Popping back out of my rabbit hole. I found myself pondering the heart of generosity showed 

by the people. So all the skilled workers who were doing all the work on the sanctuary left what 

they were doing and said to Moses, “The people are bringing more than enough for doing the 

work the LORD commanded to be done.” Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word 

throughout the camp: “No man or woman is to make anything else as an offering for the 

sanctuary.” And so the people were restrained from bringing more, because what they already 

had was more than enough to do all the work (4-7).  

Volume of giving doesn’t automatically account for generosity of giving. A $100 gift given 

by someone who makes $10,000 is far more generous that if it were given by someone who 

made $1million dollars. The inference in the text is that Israel was generous in their giving. First 

there was the cost of the items given but add to that much of the giving requires the individuals 

to make what they were giving, which amplifies the generosity of their giving because it took 

time and effort to produce. 

Israel’s generosity toward the Lord was overflowing… 

This causes me to examine my giving… is it generous monetarily and in effort as well? The 

Lord has rescued me from the fowler’s snare and brought me into His kingdom, made me His 

child and given me a hope and a future…. 
Oh, Lord, may my heart overflow with love and generosity to You, my Lord and my God. Through Jesus I pray. 

Amen. 

 

 

Friday, May 15: Exodus 37 – Faithfulness begets new life… 

Reading this chapter and the description of the main articles in the tabernacle, the thought 

that came to my mind repeatedly was ‘they did what God commanded.’ 

This is a chapter of lived out obedience. 

How often my intensions exceed my follow through. Not so in this chapter. Bezalel, Oholiab 

and the other skilled workers executed God’s designs to the best of their ability. The ark, the 

table, the lampstand and the altar of incense came into being representing of God among His 

people… their place of connection, direction, worship and sacrifice was erected in the desert. 

Faithfulness to the Lord brings life even to the starkest locations. 

Even as I typed my preceding sentence I realized it is a metaphor for the whole of life. I don’t 

live in a desert, but faithfulness to the Lord will bring life to barren and stark ‘desert’ places. 



Faithfulness to the Lord can bring new life to worn and ragged relationships. Faithfulness to the 

Lord can bring new life to dry and toxic work environments. Faithfulness to the Lord can bring 

new life to gray and forgotten parts of a city or rural isolated communities that are forgotten by 

most. 

When we do what God commands, when we live how God hopes His people will live, new 

life can spring forth in the most forbidding places on earth.  

I am reminded of Corey Ten Boom’s account of life in barrack’s 28 of the Nazi concentration 

camp in Ravensbrook. Corey, a devout follower of Jesus Christ, had an amazing influence within 

that death camp. Fellow prisoners nicknamed Corey’s barracks that ‘strange place where people 

hoped.’ The faithfulness of Corey and her sister Betsy gave hope to the others. New life flowered 

in one of the most forbidding places on earth. If new life can spring in Ravensbrook because of 

obedience and faithfulness, new life can spring anywhere when we, Your followers, live 

faithfully and do what You require and command. 
Lord, may my faithfulness be the manure that fertilizes new life in all the places I live and move and have my 

being. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, May 16: Exodus 38 – God is not surprised… 

I found myself curious about the sheer weight of the metals –gold, silver and bronze –used in 

constructing the tabernacle. If my calculations are correct there were approximately 15,000 

pounds of metal used in the construction of the tabernacle. And this of course didn’t count the 

weight of the wood, draperies, linens and leather used to make the tabernacle and its coverings. I 

guestimate that the sheer weight of the tabernacle was at minimum double the weight of the 

metal. 

Why my interest in the weight/amount?  

First it speaks to the volume of material and plunder that Israel brought with themselves 

when they left Egypt. The idea that they were going into the desert to worship the Lord their God 

may have been the beginning point of the negotiations between Moses and Pharaoh. However, 

this volume of supplies suggests that Moses knew this was a leaving of Egypt. 

Second, Israel truly did plunder Egypt. There is no way that slaves have this amount of 

riches. God must have worked in the hearts of the Egyptian populous to cause the populous to 

give the Israelites all this wealth. 

Third, the Israelite exodus was quite an exploit. The weight guestimated above is only what 

the people offered to make the tabernacle. Beyond this Israel still needed to transport all the 

things that families need to live and survive in the desert… clothing, food, tents, cooking 

utensils, weapons, etc. etc. 

Four, the tabernacle is an incredible design marvel, beautiful in homage for the Lord plus 

sturdy in construction and design. It is able to withstand whatever elements the desert could 

throw at it… winds, rain, sandstorms, blaring heat and all of this for at least 40 years! And it was 

portable; designed to be set up, taken down and carried at a moments notice. 

These all added up for me, what an amazing God we serve. The Lord has His designs… and 

they all function. God is not surprised when a 1-2 year journey takes 40 years. God is prepared. 

God knows… everything! 

And if the Lord can take care of millions of Israelites in the desert, He can take care of me 

and you and all His people. 

Alleluia… and I get to worship Him with His family tomorrow. Amen. 



Lord, You are so good and my heart leaps with joy for You. Praise be to You, Lord God Almighty. In Jesus’ 
name I pray. Amen.  

 

 

 

Sunday, May 17, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


