
The Weekly Word 
May 4-10, 2020 

 

God’s Word remains one constant in our strange and changing world. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, May 4: Exodus 27- God showed Moses things… 

Verse 8: Make the altar hollow, out of boards. It is to be made just as you were shown on the 

mountain.   

I don’t think I noticed the detail I underlined in the above sentence before. I often wonder 

what Moses did for 40 days on the mountain with God. Forty days is a long time to be alone and 

to be in the presence of the Almighty. Wow, that must have been something! 

Apparently during that time God not only spoke with Moses God showed him things. Was it 

a dream or vision? Did God provide some kind of pictures for Moses? I can only wonder. But 

somehow of God’s choosing God downloaded the images of the tabernacle and its furniture to 

Moses.  

This makes sense since a purely written account can be pictured and interpreted in various 

ways by a craftsman. But if Moses also saw what God wanted built then Moses could add any 

other explanations that the artisans needed to complete the structure precisely as God designed it.   

What a multisensory experience Moses had on the Mountain of God. For good reason Moses 

is the most important person of the Old Testament. 

This causes me to delight all the more about what it will be like when we spend eternity with 

the Lord. That, too, will be a multisensory encounter that will last forever. I can write that, but I 

honestly cannot really fathom it. An eternity with the Lord –glorious!  Where the Lord can speak 

with us and show us things. Oh my, what a time that will be. Perfect and without sin, full of 

people fully redeemed and transformed into the perfect humanity God envisioned from the very 

beginning… 
Come, Lord Jesus. Bring us home I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Tuesday, May 5: Exodus 28– Holy to the Lord… 

Symbolism fills the garments to be made and worn by the priests. The Lord uses every 

available means to impress His teachings upon His people and in this case upon His priests. I 

was drawn to verse 36-38: Make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it as on a seal: HOLY TO 

THE LORD. Fasten a blue cord to it to attach it to the turban.… It will be on Aaron’s forehead 

continually…. 

I tried to imagine what it would be like to wear a turban like that. Every time you put it on 

and took it off you would see that inscription. Was it stitched tight to the turban or did it swing 

on the turban as the head moved? If the latter then as you wear the turban you would feel its 

presence every time you moved your head. 

Every time a priest robed to do his sacred duty he read those words, HOLY TO THE LORD, a 

reminder of who he was and the task he was about to perform! 



HOLY TO THE LORD that is how I am supposed to live as a child of God and a disciple of 

Jesus. My calling is to live HOLY TO THE LORD. And every time I type or think about that 

phrase I also think WHOLLY TO THE LORD. 

I am to give my life wholly, entirely, fully, to the Lord. To love the Lord with all my heart 

and soul and mind and strength… to love God wholly, which is what it means to be Holy to the 

Lord, set apart for God and God alone. 

What a powerful reminder for Aaron, all the priests and for me. I am to live HOLY 

(WHOLLY) TO THE LORD every day… 
Lord, my heart is divided. I read chapters and ponder on phrases like HOLY TO THE LORD. That is how I 

want to live, but so much of my life is not even close. As Elizabeth Elliot said, “The best we can hope for is mixed-
motives”. I am utterly human, sinful since my mother conceived me. I need massive amounts of forgiveness for my 
failures and constant infusions of Your strength and power to make any strides toward living more HOLY TO THE 

LORD. Help me, Lord, I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, May 6: Exodus 29- Set apart…  
My thoughts continued to ping pong back and forth between Aaron and his son’s ordination 

as priests of Israel and my ordination as pastor. My ordination was not as elaborate but it was a 

very special moment for me. When fellow clergy laid hands on me and prayed for me it was 

truly special. The Lord was present in that moment in ways I cannot fully describe. 

Reading about the elaborate ordination of Aaron and sons touched a deep place in my life.  

The setting apart and ordination of Aaron and sons was incredibly elaborate occurring over 

seven days (35) and involved a lot of blood from the sacrificing of animals. I imagined how 

significant it felt when they would place their hands on an animal before it was sacrificed. Surely 

this carried the connotation that the animal was being sacrificed in their place and on their 

behalf. 

Then there comes the moment when the blood of a sacrifice was dabbed upon them.
 
“Take 

the other ram, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on its head. Slaughter it, take some 

of its blood and put it on the lobes of the right ears of Aaron and his sons, on the thumbs of their 

right hands, and on the big toes of their right feet. Then splash blood against the sides of the 

altar. And take some blood from the altar and some of the anointing oil and sprinkle it on Aaron 

and his garments and on his sons and their garments. Then he and his sons and their garments 

will be consecrated (19-21).  

My mind wheels with thoughts on the symbolism of the blood dabbings. Ears, hands, feet… 

it is as if God is saying to them, “All of you from head to toe are consecrated to Me”.  Also God 

could be saying everything you hear, everything you touch and wherever you go is consecrated 

to Me. And if that isn’t enough, they and their clothing are sprinkled with blood and anointing 

oil! One more splash of blood… “You are mine”, says the Lord. And the beautiful clothing that 

has been made for the priests, it is intentionally stained with blood and oil.  

I have cut myself in my woodshop on numerous occasions. Nothing major, but blood stains! 

Couple this with the fact that I use an oil finish on many of woodshop creations and oil, too, 

stains. This is why I have shop clothing that are not presentable for public except maybe Home 

Depot ().  

The beautiful linen garments of the priest were stained with blood and oil… the more I think 

about that, they were not “stained” but “marked” for sacred purpose. They were holy to the Lord 

and thus marked specifically for that purpose. And every time Aaron or another priest donned 



those garments they would see the markings and be reminded of their ordination and the sacred 

purpose to which they were called. 

All of this is very powerful for me to contemplate… and then I realize that in the New 

Covenant we are a kingdom of priests (see Revelation 1:6 and 5:10). 
Oh, Lord, when I became a pastor I was ordained to that calling. Today I am reminded that long before I was 

ordained as a pastor, I was called to be a ‘priest’ in Your kingdom through faith in Jesus. I may not have had a 
weeklong elaborate ceremony to mark my ordination as part of Your kingdom of priests, but I am called to that role 
nonetheless… Lead me, Oh Lord, to deeper fidelity to this calling. I pray in Jesu’s name. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday, May 7: Exodus 30– absolute fidelity… 

The repeated exclusivity of items dedicated to God made a strong impression upon me as I 

read.  

Verse 9: Do not offer on this altar any other incense or any burnt offering or grain offering, 

and do not pour a drink offering on it. 

Verse 31-33: Say to the Israelites, ‘This is to be my sacred anointing oil for the generations 

to come. Do not pour it on anyone else’s body and do not make any other oil using the 

same formula. It is sacred, and you are to consider it sacred. Whoever makes perfume like 

it and puts it on anyone other than a priest must be cut off from their people.’ ” 

Verse 37 -38: Do not make any incense with this formula for yourselves; consider it holy to 

the LORD. Whoever makes incense like it to enjoy its fragrance must be cut off from their 

people.”  

The Lord God Almighty demands absolute fidelity. As the commandments say, we are to 

have NO OTHER gods before Him. And our absolute fidelity to the Lord is particularized in 

sacrifices and offerings of the people of Israel. They are not to pollute sacrifices in any way… 

Even the oil and incense formulated for sacrifice is for use in God’s offerings only. To violate 

this is to warrant being cut off from the community of faith… 

Worship of God in every age is to be solely and only directed to Him. Conflating worship of 

anyone or anything else into our worship of the Lord God Almighty is absolutely forbidden. 

Do I in any way invite any kind of misaligned worship in to my worship experience? And 

since my entire life is to be a life of spiritual worship (Romans 12:1-2), do I invite any kind of 

misaligned worship into my worship, into my life at all or in any area? 
Search me and know my heart. Speak into my life, Lord, about places I need to confront or clean out. I pray in 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, May 8: Exodus 31 – The right people for the job… 

The Lord provides. I can easily imagine Moses wondering how am I going to make all these 

things for the tabernacle, I’m only a shepherd?  Whether Moses wondered or not, God had 

everything under control. The Lord had prepared the right people with the right skills to make 

everything He commanded. 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “See, I have chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the 

tribe of Judah, and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with wisdom, with understanding, 

with knowledge and with all kinds of skills—to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and 

bronze, to cut and set stones, to work in wood, and to engage in all kinds of crafts. Moreover, I 

have appointed Oholiab son of Ahisamak, of the tribe of Dan, to help him (1-6a).  

God provided the talent needed to complete the work He designed.  



God provides… I thought about how true that is. When the Lord has a task He wants to be 

performed, He has prepared the right people to do it. Long before the exodus God caused Bezalel 

son of Uri and Oholiab son of Ahisamak to be born. God then arranged their lives such that they 

mastered the skills necessary for the building of the tabernacle and all of its articles. They, of 

course, didn’t realize it but God was methodically working His plan to save Israel and make 

them to be a people that worship Him. 

The Lord continues to work His plan today. Each of us as God’s children are being prepared 

to the works God has prepared in advance for us to do (see Ephesians 2:10). 

What is it God is preparing me to do??? 
Oh, Lord, continue to lead and guide me. I trust that I am able to do everything You are calling me to do. May 

Your name be glorified in my life, I pray through Jesus, my Lord. Amen.  

 

 

Saturday, May 9: Exodus 32 – The problem of blind spots… 

It always bothers me when I read how Moses accepted his brother Aaron’s obvious lie about 

the golden calf. 

He said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that you led them into such great sin?” 

“Do not be angry, my lord,” Aaron answered. “You know how prone these people are to 

evil. They said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought 

us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.’ So I told them, ‘Whoever has any 

gold jewelry, take it off.’ Then they gave me the gold, and I threw it into the fire, and out came 

this calf!” (21-24). 

When I compare Aaron’s account here with the one recorded earlier in the chapter, there are 

some significant omissions by Aaron in addition to his direct lie. For example, Aaron’s 

declaration, “These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt” (4). This is wrong 

on a number of accounts… ‘gods’ plural and then his construction of an altar to these gods! 

Honestly even without Aaron’s omissions and his lie about the calf coming out of the fire, 

what he actually says should be cause for alarm, that Aaron willingly made gods for the people 

to break 2 commandments! 

So why does Moses seemingly ignore all of this? The text is silent so anything I write is 

personal ponderings. 

Why? Could it be family loyalty? Moses gives the benefit of the doubt to Aaron because 

Aaron is his older brother. 

Could it be that Aaron has been with Moses since his time following the burning bush and 

the longevity of relationship has blinded Moses to the truth? 

I don’t know. I don’t know, I don’t know. But I do know that we all have people in our lives 

in whom we place extraordinary trust. And when we miss warning signs or excuse lies and 

falsehoods, problems and troubles are on the horizon.  

I guess part of the problem was that Moses was human and like all of us he had blind spots. 

And his blind spot with Aaron led to one of the most significant sins of the Old Testament.  

I, like Moses, am human and have blind spot. This account is reminding me to be vulnerable 

before the Lord asking Him to show me my blind spots so that I do not bring shame upon my 

Lord through by ignorant or foolish behavior… 

I suspect this is true for all of us. 
Oh, Lord, reveal to me my blind spots with people, in behavior, and in attitude. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 



Sunday, May 10, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


