
The Weekly Word 
April 27 – May 3, 2020 

 

Spring is truly here. May God’s Word bring life to your soul. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, April 27: Exodus 21- The rule of Law… 

The US prides itself as a nation that follows the rule of law. I do not necessarily agree with 

all the laws of my country, but I do hold dear the rule of law. WE as a nation are not perfect in 

keeping our rule of law and sometimes the rule of law breaks down. But on the whole our rule of 

law makes life livable for most. I would much rather live in a country known for its rule of law, 

than a country where the strong win and the weak loose. 

Ancient Israel, too, was a country built on the rule of law. God set the standards and the 

priests were the judges who were to implement the rule of law. With the 10 Commandments 

given, the foundation upon which all the other laws rests, now the Lord begins to give the other 

laws upon which the society of the Hebrews is built. 

To my modern sensibilities some of these laws make me cringe. However, when placed 

against the backdrop of their time, these laws set a standard and a fairness rarely seen at the time. 

Might did not make right in Israel. God’s rules were for everyone rich or poor, peasant or king. 

Then and today, what God says goes… And every day I fall short of God’s laws. And this is 

why I need a savior… I need Jesus. 
Oh, God, I regularly fail to keep your basic commandments. I need mercy and grace. I don’t deserve any kindness 

but I ask for it through Jesus, my Savior, in whose name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, April 28: Exodus 22– Restitution… 

When you are setting up an entire society, rules must be put in place that cover all areas of 

life. The 10 Commandments are a firm foundation, upon them the penalties for breakers of the 

commandments need to be erected. That is basically what we are reading in these chapters 

following the 10 Commandments. 

In the opening section, which the NIV titles Protection of Property, I found myself 

considering how many times the word restitution was used. The basic understanding of the root 

word is “entering into a state of wholeness”. It suggests that the concept of restitution is to make 

the person who lost something whole again. They are made whole for their loss and the 

aggravation for having to deal with the inconvenience or theft, etc. Thus, the restitution is often 

greater than the price of the actual item stolen, damaged, etc.  

There is potency in the concept of restitution. Does it deter crime? I don’t know, but it does 

put parameters on the penalty of perpetrators when caught. 

For the perpetrator, they are forced to face the extent of their stealing. It is not simply 

punishment that doesn’t benefit the one violated. The penalty is tied directly to the crime 

committed. Steal a lot pay back a lot. Steal a little pay back a little. And the person violated is, as 

best as possible, made whole. At the same time it does limit the penalty, so that a rich or 

powerful person faced with a theft cannot use his considerable clout in the community to exact a 

punishment much greater than the crime deserves.  



I don’t know that we as a society could create a system of restitution in place of our system 

of punishment but it is certainly an interesting thought experiment to consider what it might look 

like if we did. 

The full extent of God’s system is faced when the thief cannot pay the restitution, because 

then they are sold (i.e. into slavery) to pay their restitution debt. And that is a huge penalty. 

This is where I find myself. I cannot possibly pay the debt I own the Lord for my sin and 

wrongdoings… as a result I was a slave to sin. My only way out was the gift of Jesus who paid 

my debt… a debt I could never have paid. 
Thank You, Jesus, for paying my debt and setting me free. I am Yours and I am eternally grateful. Amen.  

 

 

Wednesday, April 29: Exodus 23- The lure of western gods…  
In this chapter filled with more laws, it was the closing verses that spoke to me. Do not make 

a covenant with them (the people living in the Promised Land to which the Lord was taking 

Israel) or with their gods. Do not let them live in your land or they will cause you to sin against 

me, because the worship of their gods will certainly be a snare to you” (32-33). 

How fickle we humans are. God knows it and God warns us about our frailties and proneness 

to wander. The final clause in particular stuck me hard, because the worship of their gods will 

certainly be a snare to you. After all Israel has experienced during their salvation from Egypt, 

the foreign gods of Canaan will certainly be a snare to you. The certainty of God’s statement is 

frightening… will certainly be a snare to you. 

I don’t think the Israelites were a weaker group of people than most. I suspect they represent 

each and every one of us. I suspect they represent me… how easily I am led astray by the gods of 

my present age and culture. I don’t have the ability of casting them out the country in which I 

live. I am an alien and stranger in their land. So I have to learn how to guard my heart from the 

seduction of the god’s of America and the western world… 

Love of money… as an upper middle class person I have the luxury of living comfortably 

and likely doing so throughout my life. With the markets cratering maybe I won’t be able to live 

out my days as comfortably as I thought I might. I will still be able to live. The temptation is for 

my retirement to become my god and to become slave to money forgetting that my real 

foundation is in the Lord, not markets. God could call me home any moment or I could live 

decades more and the Lord is the only sure foundation I will ever have. I know this but the 

TEMPTATION is very real… I have to be very careful not to worship the markets and bank 

accounts because it is the worship of their gods will certainly be a snare to you. It is when I 

worship to foreign gods that I am trapped in their snare! 
Oh, Lord, keep me present with You. You alone are my rock and my fortress. Only in You will I not be shaken. 

And, Lord, when I stumble and fall, which I will. Forgive me in Jesus as I confess. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Thursday, April 30: Exodus 24– God is preparing you… 

A small element of the account immediately sent my thoughts churning.  

When Moses went and told the people all the LORD’s words and laws, they responded with 

one voice, “Everything the LORD has said we will do.” Moses then wrote down everything the 

LORD had said. He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain 

and set up twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel.… Then he took the Book 

of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, “We will do everything the LORD 

has said; we will obey”  (3-4,7) 



It struck me that Moses could write and read. In an agrarian, shepherding life, especially back 

in their day, reading and particularly writing was not commonplace. What struck me was how 

God had prepared Moses. Being raised in Pharaoh’s household Moses was given the finest 

education of the day including writing and reading. His education likely also included aspects of 

governance and leading… Moses was literally perfectly prepared for the job God called him to 

do. And the Lord God took care of all of this in advance. 

The reality is that God does this for each of us. Few of us will be called by God to 

monumental tasks like Moses, no matter the Lord has prepared us for the callings and tasks He 

has for us to do.  

Still living in a time of corona virus shelter at home, we cannot meet in person as a church. I 

marvel at how God graced us with preparations for this time. For nearly a decade I served with a 

global ministry, which conducted much of its business online so I was very comfortable holding 

online meetings and using various technology platforms. A few years ago to serve some 

homebound church people we began livestreaming. Our livestream was very rudimentary but it 

was a start. When the shelter in place order hit, I knew the value of Zoom and other online 

conferencing apps and we dove right in. And when we needed to up our livestream experience 

we discovered God had sent us a person who studied film production in college. What a gift. 

We never know what life experiences, talents and abilities God has given us that we can use 

in God’s service. I remember years ago one of the churches I served had an issue with LARGE 

trees that needed to be taken down. We didn’t have the money for the job. As we were trying to 

figure out how to handle it, a fellow in the church stepped up and said he ran a line crew with 

bucket truck for the utility company and he would ask his boss for a favor. It was granted and our 

member who had expertise and equipment took care of removing the tree for us at no cost! I 

don’t think my church member ever thought God would use his skills and resources… but God 

did.  

If you are reading this devotion today, I invite you to consider what gifts, talents, resources 

and abilities you might have… now bow your head and offer them to the Lord. Only God knows 

what task or calling He has been preparing you to fill… 
Lord, thank You for the abilities and gifts you have given me… interests, hobbies, natural skills, learned skills, 

etc. I now bow my head and offer my life, my body, my heart, mind and soul back to You who gave them first to me. 
Anything I have is at Your disposal, my Lord. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, May 1: Exodus 25 – Delighted and able to give… 

I marveled at all the supplies the Lord asked Israel to supply for the building of Tabernacle 

with all its specific furniture.  Here they are in the dessert having escaped from Egypt in a 

midnight run and they carried all these riches with them as they fled. I realize that they fled with 

all their belongings because the Lord was leading them to their new home, their new land. But 

still the magnitude and variety of items they carried was amazing. It speaks of God’s provision 

for them while in Egypt.  

Then from all of the supplies they carried they were invited to give a freewill offering to the 

Lord. There was no demand from God. No regulation or suggestion concerning what or how 

much to give. God only asked them to give these items. These are the offerings you are to 

receive from them: gold, silver and bronze; blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat 

hair; ram skins dyed red and another type of durable leather; acacia wood; olive oil for the 

light; spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense; and onyx stones and other gems 

to be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece (3-7). 



From this bounty Israel would build the various articles of 

the Tabernacle. Moses then begins to detail the various 

elements of the tabernacle to be fashioned. I was interested in 

the Ark and the Cover so I Googled images for it. Obviously, 

these are modern renderings of what the Ark and Cover may 

have looked like, but these images gave me a sense of what 

the Ark might have looked like.  

The provisions God provided astounded me… gold silver and bronze, jewels, wood, oil, 

spices, yarn, fabric, and leather.  How many stores would we have to go to today to find these 

items and Israel had them all in large quantities as well! God provides… 

Humble, grateful hearts gave willingly of what they had to honor the One who saves them! 

This last line burrowed into my interior being. How humble, how grateful am I to Jesus for 

dying on the cross to save me? 

Now was clearly the time to pray, so I put keyboard away, bowed my head and began, 
Oh, God, I can never offer praise loud enough and long enough to thank You for sending Jesus to save me… to 

save the world from the sin and wrong I have committed…. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Saturday, May 2: Exodus 26 – God has a plan… 

This entire chapter details the design of the Tabernacle God instructed Israel to build. I didn’t 

have a good sense of what the Tabernacle might look like so again I did an Internet search and 

found that there is a replica in Israel. I Googled: “Timna Park Tabernacle in Israel” and found 

many images and YouTube videos of this modern replica of the Tabernacle. For me it was 

helpful to have a sense of what the Tabernacle looked like. 

I then returned to the text and reviewed God’s instructions. 

God had a plan. God has all the details worked out. And God conveyed His plan to Moses 

and His people. 

I worship a God who communicates… I considered the various means God used to 

communicate with Israel just in the book of Exodus. God communicates in word (both speaking 

with Moses and the commandments, tablets and the Law), in symbol (the various articles on the 

tabernacle all had meaning) and in miracle (the Exodus, the Red Sea parting, water, quail and 

daily manna).  

Stepping back and mentally scanning the whole of the Bible, I see many other ways God 

communicates with His people. Prophets speak God’s Word when people forget and drift away. 

Promises fulfilled communicate the certainty of God’s Word to His people. The poetry of the 

Psalms and wisdom literature touch places in the human soul that prose cannot reach by itself. 

Plus of course the premier way God spoke is through Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

I am so grateful that our God speaks and communicates with His people; because God speaks 

I can have a relationship with Him. I can bring anything going on in my life to Him and He will 

be with me. Also, since in a relationship communication is two-way, I need to train myself to 

recognize God’s voice when He speaks with me and particularly when God initiates the 

conversation. 

Those of us who worship and follow Jesus, the Father and the Holy Spirit are blessed to have 

a God who speaks and communicates with us. 
Thank You, Lord God, for being a God who communicates… I bless You, Lord and I love You. In Jesus’ 

name I pray. Amen.  

 



 

Sunday, May 3, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


