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I cannot believe Easter is in the rear view window and we are still isolating at home 

thanks to CV-19. Blessings to everyone… at least we can be connected through reading God’s 

Word. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, April 20: Exodus 15- pressing God into my life… 

Just this morning during my early morning walk I was listening to a parenting book and the 

author mentioned the advantage of putting things into song. The rhythm and sing ability of the 

words helps children learn and remember. Adults, too, I might add. How many of us can 

remember the advertising jingles from years ago and songs we sang in our teen years? 

God knows us so well… He did after all create us! Little wonder that Moses put the Lord’s 

great defeat of Egypt into song and Miriam created a refrain that all sang.  

Imparting the deeds and wonders of God into our human souls and into our memories is an 

important task of leaders and parents. And song can be particularly powerful way to do so, 

especially in oral cultures where they don’t have written words. Repetition, prose, poetry or song 

is a key here as well. Repeating the Lord’s Prayer weekly and the response after confession 

Leader: Hear the good news of the gospel 

People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven 

are examples we use in our church. And liturgical churches have many more. Impregnating our 

lives with God’s story is so important if we want to keep the faith. 

After writing that last line, I had an ‘ah ha’. God uses a variety of means to impress His story 

on His people. He just had His people share a Passover meal and instructed them to do it yearly 

before He saved them. Reenactments, sacraments, particular liturgies are all ways of impressing 

God’s story onto our own. 

And how important it is to do this… in the verses (24) following the song, Israel grumbles 

against Moses, and therefore God, for a lack of water. They have just experienced a GREAT 

miracle, passing through the Red Sea on dry land and then watching it swallow up the Egyptians.  

How quickly they forgot; how quickly we forget!  

This causes me to realize all the more how important it is to impress upon my soul God’s 

story. For me this is why reading God’s Word and being in His story daily is so important. 
Lord, thank You for impressing Yourself on me. I am so appreciative, Lord, that you press Yourself upon me 

Don’t let up, Lord. I am so prone to wander and I need You, Lord.  I love You, Lord. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, April 21: Exodus 16– Give us today our daily Manna… 

I found myself pondering what an extraordinary miracle Manna was. By definition every 

miracle is extraordinary, that’s why we call it a miracle. The many layers of the Manna miracle 

fascinated me, which is why I called it extraordinary.  

First a flour-like substance formed every morning after the dew evaporated. Then no matter 

how much a person gathered, a lot or a little they had just the right amount. Left over manna 

spoiled and was no good the next morning, except on the Sabbath. The day before the Sabbath 



people could ‘harvest’ twice as much Manna, cook it and eat it on that day and on the Sabbath. 

Extra Manna didn’t spoil on the Sabbath. Add to this that Moses instructed Aaron to collect an 

omer Manna and save it in a jar placed before the Testimony as a memorial for generations to 

come (33). Presumably this Manna didn’t spoil. Now the Lord provided this Manna miracle for 

40 years until the day they entered the land God had promised to them. 

Manna was a pretty extraordinary miracle if you ask me. 

With the Manna, God provided daily what His people needed for that day.  

I wonder if Manna is the inspiration behind Jesus teaching us to pray, give us today our daily 

bread (Matthew 6:11, see also Luke 11:3). 

As I push back in my chair and look at my life through the lens of Jesus’ prayer, I realize that 

the Lord provides for my family and me every day…the food, shelter, clothing and much more. 

A deep appreciation for the Lord settles upon me… 
Lord God, Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit, I am so blessed by Your care and love and provision. I just want to thank 

You and bless You for Your love. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Wednesday, April 22: Exodus 17- Fickle people…  
The book of Judges presents a cyclical pattern in the life of Israel. They sin and get in a mess, 

and then God sends a judge who saves them. Israel behaves during the life of the judge and then 

the cycle of sin and salvation by another judge repeats over and over again. 

Reading Exodus there appears to be a similar pattern. In fact since Exodus comes before 

Judges, maybe the Exodus pattern is a foreshadowing of the time of the Judges. In Exodus, God 

provides some miracle to save Israel, like crossing the Red Sea, after which in short order the 

people grumble out of fear because of another need. Then the Lord does another miracle like 

producing water in the desert and still after a short while they grumble again. Even as the 

miracles stack up so does the grumbling. In today’s chapter Israel grumbles for lack of water for 

the second time. 

This pattern of sin and salvation; grumbling and miracle has been repeated a number of times 

already since the Exodus.  

As followers of the Lord, we humans are fickle. We are classic ‘what have you done for us 

lately” people. This last line hits me…  
Am I fickle, Lord? Am I constantly grumbling and crying out to You, Lord, because I need this, that or another 

thing? Am I on-again, off-again in my faithful following of You, Lord? Am I a whiner or grumbler, Lord? Oh, 
Lord, please forgive me if I am. And equally important, Lord, help me to grow up and mature in You so that I am 
more like Moses than the Israelites. I pray in Jesu’s name. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday, April 23: Exodus 18– Qualifications of a leader… 

Moses served as the sole arbitrator for all the Israelites before the Lord as they traveled in the 

dessert. Jethro immediately saw this was NOT good and he advised Moses to train and appoint 

leaders of smaller groups who could handle the simple cases leaving Moses to handle only the 

difficult cases. It was a good plan and one that likely saved Moses’ life. 

Who do you choose for the leaders of smaller groupings? Jethro counseled, select capable 

men from all the people--men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest gain--and 

appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens (21). 

I notice 3 credentials. One, these leaders represent all the people. There isn’t an 

elite/privileged group of people to draw leaders from nor a particular tribe of leaders. Instead 



Moses should choose capable men from all the people.  Two, a person’s capabilities are 

determined by two character traits. They fear God… Proverbs reminds us that the fear of the 

Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Proverbs 1:7, 9:10). The leaders must have a healthy awe and 

respect for God. They are, after all, helping people understand what God’s will is on particular 

matters. Thirdly, these leaders are trustworthy men who hate dishonest gain. As trustworthy 

Moses knows that they will do the job to the best of their ability and they will do it with integrity 

and reliability. Also, they are not swayed by money, in other words they will not be bribed! A 

case will be adjudicated on the merits of the case not what someone might pay the leader. Also 

the leader needs to not be swayed by the life station or other discriminatory aspects of the case. 

The dealings of the people of God and particularly leaders among the people are to be above 

board and ever faithful to the Lord and His will, not to any other earthy standards. 

This seems to be an apt description for leadership in God’s house in every time and season. 

In every time and season, corrupt and greedy people in power hurt the church. 

As a pastor this chapter calls me to examine my life and motivations to make sure I align 

with God’s will and way. Elders, deacons, trustees, and staff people likewise are called to 

examine life and motivations. In fact every believer would be wise to do so… 
Lord, search me and know my heart. See if there is any wicked way in me. And when You find something, Lord, 

root it out. For the sake of Your church and Your people I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Friday, April 24: Exodus 19 – To be in the presence of God… 

They reach Mt Sinai…  

On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the 

mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled (16). 

The third day was the day the Lord came down on the Mountain. The thunder and lightening 

reminded me of the Book of Revelation. From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings 

and peals of thunder. In front of the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits 

of God (Revelation 4:5). It is as if the throne of God is touching earth on Mt Sinai! 

Where I spent my time was the end of verse 16, Everyone in the camp trembled. 

I wondered what I would be like if I got to meet God this side of eternity? 

Isaiah was overcome with his guilt and called himself a man of unclean lips (Isaiah 6). Job, 

who begged for his day in God’s court, was essentially speechless when God granted Job’s wish 

(Job 38-41). Here in Exodus 19 the people tremble in fear. 

I imagine I would do all of the above… be seized with fear, find myself unable to speak and 

definitely acutely aware of my sin…. 
Lord, God, were it not for Jesus I cannot even imagine wanting to be in Your presence. I don’t know how to 

imagine standing in the presence of perfection, power, might and love. What I do know is that thanks to Jesus and His 
atoning death on the cross, some day I will meet You face to face and because of Jesus I will be embraced as a son… 
Oh, what a day that will be! Alleluia! Amen.  

 

 

Saturday, April 25: Exodus 20 – 10 Commandments… 

The Ten Commandments; three deal with our reverencing of God and seven deal with how 

we live in community as God’s people.  

It seems wise to ponder the 10 Commandment. I hear people refer to them, but rarely do I 

actually sit with them open before me… 



No other gods… the Lord God Jehovah is the one true God, there are no other gods. To hold 

any other gods is sin of the highest order. Do I invite other things to take priority in my life??? 

NO idols or images to be venerated or worshiped. Again, only the Lord God is to be 

worshiped. And we are NEVER to create some image and then worship it. Worship is reserved 

for the Lord God only.  

Do not misuse God’s name. When people use God and Jesus’ name as expletives, they 

shatter the 3
rd

 commandment. Do I misuse God’s name? 

Sabbath keeping… the holiness of the 7
th

 day. God rested on the 7
th

 day… why do we find it 

so hard to rest one day in seven??? 

Honoring parents, honoring the elderly. We are a ‘young is beautiful’ society but God says 

honor our parents. This is not a word primarily to kids, but to adults to honor the older ones 

among us. How we treat the elderly says a lot about a society. God’s people should honor those 

who have lived long and worked their days. Do I honor older people? 

No murder or lying, or stealing or false testimony. Basic rules for living in community. 

Interesting how Jesus in Matthew 5 expands these to include attitudes of the heart not only 

actions of our lives.  

No coveting… no lusting after what others have. I wonder if advertising, always presenting 

bigger, better, fancier invites me to covet? 

As straightforward as these 10 are, I break them regularly, which is why I need a savior. I 

cannot live my way back into God’s graces. I am sinful and broken. I cannot live up to these and 

what’s worse is I don’t always even truly try… sin beneath the sinful acts. 
Oh, God, I fall so far short of these Your 10 Commandments. Thank You for forgiving me. Thank You, Jesus, 

for atoning for my sins…  Oh, God, I am doomed without You… In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Sunday, April 26, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


