
The Weekly Word 
April 13-19, 2020 

 
It is Easter week… Feels strange with all the shelter-in-place orders. Life is different, but 

God’s Word is eternal. Happy reading… 
Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 
 

Monday, April 13: Exodus 9- God over all… 
When I first read through this chapter I got hung up on a disconnect I saw between verse 6b 

and 19. All the livestock of the Egyptians died, but not one animal belonging to the Israelites 
died (6b). and Give an order now to bring your livestock and everything you have in the field to a 
place of shelter, because the hail will fall on every person and animal that has not been brought 
in and is still out in the field, and they will die’ ” (19). 

If all the livestock died in 6b how were there more in 19? I diverted and spent time resolving 
this conundrum, which for me was settled by realizing that ‘all’ does not necessarily mean each 
and every one. If I were to say ‘all my days are filled with trouble’ I don’t necessarily mean 
every single day I have lived was a day of trouble. Also, when I looked at the context of 6 it was 
referring to animals in the fields, not housed or barned animals.  

With my discomfort settled I returned to the passage.  
Throughout this chapter I see the Lord asserting his sovereignty. The livelihood of Egypt is 

being censured. First the livestock, then personal comfort and then produce. God is 
demonstrating His sovereignty over every aspect of life. All the while the Lord is building the 
distinction between Egypt and His people Israel. None of these last plagues affected Israel.  

The distinction between Israel and Egypt underscores God’s sovereignty… He blesses whom 
He blesses and judges whom He judges. 

The Lord God revealed in the Bible is Sovereign… capital S Sovereign. The God of the 
Bible is God over all. Period. End of Story.   

And to this I say, Amen and Alleluia. 
I realize all the more how dependent I am on You. I worship You and trust in You. Forgive me when I substitute 

anything as a false god in Your place. Through Jesus, my Savior, I pray. Amen. 
, 
 

Tuesday, April 14: Exodus 10– Bad leadership traits… 
As I read and after reviewing what I had read, I couldn’t shake the devastation that poor 

leadership can have on a country or group. My heart kept breaking for the people of Egypt. 
Plague after plague hit them. The locus devoured the last crops for a people already decimated 
by a hail and the death of livestock. I kept attempting to picture the average family. How did they 
survive??? 

Crops and livestock gone; angry, hurting, upset, I wondered how the people handled the 
plague of darkness -darkness that could be felt (20b)? Darkness that lasted for three days! The 
average person probably had no idea why all of this was happening. How fear must have been 
escalating.  



And why? Because of Pharaoh. His leadership let the people down. His leadership or lack 
there of brought on one catastrophe after another. If ever there is a poster child for bad leadership 
it was Pharaoh. 

What do I see in his leadership… 
1- It was leadership that focused on self rather than the people he served. There is not a 

single indication that Pharaoh thought of anyone but himself. He never considered the 
hardship the people were going through.  

2- He allowed personal ego get in the way of good leading. Pharaoh made it about himself 
v. Moses rather than considering the land he was to govern.  

3- He was deciding alone. Was he listening to any other voices, receiving any counsel? 
What were his advisors advising, I wondered? 

4- He was insulated. As the supreme leader he was more or less insulated from most of the 
hardships inflicted by the plagues. When night hit he could have torches lit. He could buy 
or commandeer new animals to replace the ones that died. He could go to his storehouses 
and have grain to eat. When frogs piled up he could have servants and slaves clean up 
and could call for the finest perfumes to cover the stench. When leaders don’t feel the 
pain of the people they don’t govern for the welfare of the people. 

Lord, in my leadership roles please, please do not allow me to fall prey to lousy leadership and become a Pharaoh 
to those whom I lead. On the contrary, Lord, open my heart to Your voice that I might lead as Jesus did… dying to 
self if that is necessary to lead well. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen, 

 
 

Wednesday, April 15: Exodus 11- Constant access to the Lord…  
The chapter break is not helpful. This chapter concludes Moses’ visit to Pharaoh begun 

toward the end of chapter 10.  The dialogue between Moses and Pharaoh goes like this:  
Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and said, “Go, worship the LORD. Even your women and 

children may go with you; only leave your flocks and herds behind.” But Moses said, “You must 
allow us to have sacrifices and burnt offerings to present to the LORD our God. Our livestock 
too must go with us; not a hoof is to be left behind. We have to use some of them in worshiping 
the LORD our God, and until we get there we will not know what we are to use to worship the 
LORD.” But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he was not willing to let them go. 
Pharaoh said to Moses, “Get out of my sight! Make sure you do not appear before me again! 
The day you see my face you will die.” “Just as you say,” Moses replied. “I will never appear 
before you again.” …  

So, Moses said, “This is what the LORD says: ‘About midnight I will go throughout Egypt. 
Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, 
to the firstborn son of the female slave, who is at her hand mill, and all the firstborn of the cattle 
as well. There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt—worse than there has ever been or ever 
will be again. But among the Israelites not a dog will bark at any person or animal.’ Then you 
will know that the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel. All these officials of 
yours will come to me, bowing down before me and saying, ‘Go, you and all the people who 
follow you!’ After that I will leave.” Then Moses, hot with anger, left Pharaoh (Exodus 10:24-
29; 11:4-8). 

Seeing the exchange as one without the arbitrary chapter division helped me feel the weight 
and gravity of the situation. God and Moses are at the end of their rope. As Jonathan Edwards 
preached, it is a terrible thing to be a sinner in the hands of an angry God! 



Pharaoh has been feigning repentance and then changing his mind to restrict Israel from 
leaving. Finally, with this last plague Pharaoh will be glad to get rid of Israel… but at a terrible 
cost. 

Chapter 11 only has 5 additional verses beyond what I printed above; 1-3 and 9-10.  In these 
verses God is speaking with Moses explaining what will happen or what God wants Moses to say 
and do. I love that in the midst of the confrontation with Pharaoh, God is speaking with Moses. 

All to often prayer times are understood as particular times set aside for time with God. And 
while it is good to have particular times with the Lord, God also speaks with us in the course of 
life. Jesus often withdrew to a solitary place so he could clearly hear the Father’s voice and be 
alone with the Father but Jesus also listened to the Father and did God’s bidding in the course of 
life. 

Having a relationship with the Lord means we constantly have access to the Lord and God 
has access to us! I am better at the first part of my last sentence than the latter. I know and do 
turn to the Lord at various times during the day. Where I need to continually grow is being 
attentive to the Lord’s voice at all times of the day. 

Sometimes I get it right and God honoring things happen. Today I felt a nudge and reached 
out to someone who regularly uses our church food pantry to help feed her family. With most 
people sheltering in place and layoffs rampant among hourly workers, she texted me back within 
5-minutes and was able to be at the church within an hour. We gave her some staples and a little 
bit of meat. I think it was a God thing, and I was glad I was open to this interruption from the 
Lord.  

Lord, I pray that being attentive to Your ‘interruptions’ would become far more common in my life than they are 
today… all for Your glory and the lifting up of Your people. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 
 

Thursday, April 16: Exodus 12– God has the long view… 
As I was reading this chapter and God’s redemption of Israel from Egypt, I kept marveling 

that the Lord mixed into the account instructions for Israel for keeping the Passover. God gave 
Moses and his people instructions on the perpetual keeping of the Passover even as God was 
saving Israel. 

This reminded me that God has the long view. God sees the end and the beginning in one 
glance. Living outside of time God sees it all!!! God knew that there would be a kingdom life 
soon enough for Israel.  

From this I made the connection that God sees my life, your life and the world’s life… from 
beginning to end too. Nothing surprises the Lord. The Black Plague…God knew. Corvid-19… 
God knew.  World Wars 1 & 2…God knew. The fall of Greece, Rome…God knew. There are no 
surprises for God. He knows all. 

When my life is in chaos God sees the end and the beginning. God is ALWAYS in control.  
My lot is to rest in God’s control and trust that the Lord is with me and He will guide me no 

matter what happens to me or around me. 
As I live into trust in God, I should project His love to others through the way I live. This is 

easier said than done. I suspect that is why God invites us to ask for wisdom promising to grant it 
(see James 1:5). 

Oh, Lord, may I have Your wisdom to live for You during these days of Covid-19. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
 

Friday, April 17: Exodus 13 – Living sacrifices… 



I found myself thinking about freedom. The Israelites have been enslaved for years, 
oppressed and abused as harsh labor for Pharaoh. Now they are about to walk through the door 
of freedom. The Lord God is executing His redemption plan.  

Pharaoh and Egypt have paid dearly. Israel has slaughtered and eaten their Passover Lambs. 
And now God through Moses instructs Israel to ‘feel’ the cost of their freedom by consecrating 
the first born of every womb to the Lord. 

There is always a cost for freedom, always.  
My thoughts flash to the New Testament. The Passover forms the background for the 

ministry of Jesus. Jesus -the very Son of God -becomes our Passover Lamb. We are set free not 
from some earthy tyrant, instead we are set free from a spiritual tyrant, the Devil. Jesus breaks 
the Devil’s hold over us through sin and death our Passover Lamb… the lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world (John 1:29). 

Instead of consecrating our first born as a sign of allegiance, we are to consecrate ourselves 
to the Lord, pledging fidelity and love to the Lord who saved us by paying our ransom Himself, 
through the crucifixion of Jesus. …offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to 
God—this is your true and proper worship (Rom 12:1). 

Lord, I affirm my offering of self to You. I am Yours wholly and I pray without reservation. What might I do for 
You, Lord? 

 
 

Saturday, April 18: Exodus 14 – … 
The final verses of chapter 13 introduced the pillar of smoke by day and fire by night. This 

pillar was God’s manifest presence with Israel as they left Egypt. 
Now as we turn to chapter 14 we gain a fuller richer understanding of God’s presence with 

Israel. 
Never Alone. In Exodus 13:22 we learn that the pillar never left the people. Neither the 

pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people. God was 
always with His people. He never left them alone. NEVER. The same is true for Christ-followers 
today. In Matthew 29:20, the final words of the Gospel, Jesus says, And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age. We are never alone… NEVER. God is always with us. 

Direction and leading. The pillar provided direction and leading for Israel. We are told in 
13:21 that when the pillar lifted and moved Israel did as well. When the pillar stopped and rested 
Israel did as well. Pillar left or right, Israel went left or right. We see this lived out in verses 1-4. 
Then the LORD said to Moses, "Tell the Israelites to turn back and encamp near Pi Hahiroth, 
between Migdol and the sea. They are to encamp by the sea, directly opposite Baal Zephon. 
Pharaoh will think, 'The Israelites are wandering around the land in confusion, hemmed in by 
the desert.' And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue them. But I will gain glory for 
myself through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD." So 
the Israelites did this (1-4). God spoke to Israel and the pillar led Israel where the Lord wanted 
them to go. In our day the Holy Spirit leads and directs us in the way of God. 

Protection. The movement of the pillar behind Israel protecting Israel from the Egyptians 
during their passage through the Red Sea is a dramatic enacting of the protection of God for His 
people. Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel's army, withdrew and 
went behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, coming 
between the armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the 
one side and light to the other side; so neither went near the other all night long (19-20). To this 



day the Lord continues to protect His people. The gates of hell will not prevail against the church 
(see Matthew 16:18) 

There is so much we learn about the Lord (and ourselves) as we watch God move Israel from 
bondage to freedom… We are never alone, God guides and directs and protects His people. I rest 
in these truths today and tomorrow. I worship others in God’s family as we continue to revel in 
the resurrection of Jesus. 

Thank You, Lord, for these great truths. Grant me the courage and strength to live my belief in these truths. I 
pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.   

 
 

Sunday, April 19, 2020 - Sunday Worship  
 
 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 
and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 
answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 
subsequent email installment.  
 
If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 
questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 
office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


