
The Weekly Word 
April 6-12, 2020 

 

We have come to Easter week. It feels a bit strange since we are still not worshipping 

together. God, however, remains our peace and comfort. And even at home we participate in 

resurrected life due to Jesus’ triumph. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, April 6: Exodus 3- God’s presence make all the difference… 

Many years have passed for Moses and even though he has lived in the dessert tending the 

flocks of his father-in-law, Moses has grown in his faith. When God calls, Moses is ready to 

jump. The burning bush garners lots of attention. I was drawn in by an exchange between Moses 

and the Lord. 

After God explains his calling on Moses, Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to 

Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” And God said, “I will be with you. And this will 

be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, 

you will worship God on this mountain.” (11-12). The words I bolded caught my attention. 

Moses’ initial response to God, Who am I…? 

As I read that, my immediate thought was that I, and I suspect most of us, could, would, 

should respond similarly when God calls us to a particular task. Who am I to pastor Living Hope 

Community Church? Who am I to moderate the ECO Presbytery of the Northeast Coast? Who 

am I to teach seminary in Jos Nigeria or lead the board of PRMI? Who am I to share my faith 

and invite others to follow Jesus? Who am I to parent 3 children? I sometimes think God must be 

nuts to have me do any of these things. Who am I? Honestly, who am I? I am a fallible, broken, 

sin-filled human being with some gifts and many shortcomings… I resonate with Moses’ 

response… who am I?  

But God has a response for Moses’ question. I will be with you. What qualifies Moses for the 

task to which he was called was not his Egyptian upbringing. It was not his years in the dessert. 

In truth it was not anything in Moses’ life. What qualified Moses was God’s presence with him 

and in him. I will be with you, said the Lord. And that made all the difference. 

The amazing truth is that for all of us in Christ, God is with all of us. And when God calls us, 

God promises to be with us as well. 

In and of myself I am not qualified to pastor my church, moderate my presbytery, teach 

seminary, lead a ministry board, parent my children and on the list goes. But by God’s call and 

with God at my side I am able and equipped to do whatever God has called me to do. I will be 

with you, says the Lord when He calls us to a task. And that makes all the difference. 
Oh God, I am still amazed at Your call… and blessed by Your presence. Keep me honest and humble before 

You, Lord, remembering that it is only because You are with me that I can accomplish anything for Your glory. I pray 
in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Tuesday, April 7: Exodus 4– Belief does not come easily… 



I find these chapters of Exodus so engaging. There is so much going on and so many places 

where the story intersects with my life. I kept thinking about all the proofs God had to use just to 

get Moses on board.  

First there was the burning bush that didn’t burn. And then there was the voice that came 

from the burning bush. Those were in yesterday’s read and are easily forgotten.  

Then today we have the staff become a snake become a staff again trick. I wrestled with 

whether I should use the word ‘trick’ but I don’t have another word for it. It is not an illusion; it 

is an actual transformation. And who picks up a dangerous snake by the tail? Note: Moses’ first 

reaction was to run from it! 

Then there is the leprous/ non-leprous hand proof. At this point Moses may be beginning to 

believe God. Notice how the language changes with the next proof to if they do not believe… (8). 

Then the water turned to blood demonstration. 

Still after all of this Moses is looking for a way out. But I can’t speak… God puts this to rest 

with logic that Moses at minimum holds at bay, if not rejects. Now remember all this time Moses 

is talking to the voice from the bush! Eventually God erupts in anger (14). And so it goes. 

How difficult it can be for us –mere humans –to believe.  

Moses will go on to become arguably the greatest Old Testament figure, the man with whom 

God spoke face to face. Believing did not come easily. Believing does not come easily. 

I look back over my own life and realize how often God called before I answered. I think 

about how often I still wrestle with God, “Oh, You are not really calling me to do ______ (fill in 

the blank).” “Do You really want me to live __________ that way, Lord.” And so on, my 

arguments with God go. 

And I expect witnessing to others to go smoothly and easily. Ha! Believing does not come 

easily. The human heart is corrupt above all things (see Genesis 8:21, Psalm 14:1-3). 

Today I am facing the slowness to believe that still resides in me… 
Oh Lord, change my heart. Oh God, purge the slowness to believe from me, I pray… In Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Wednesday, April 8: Exodus 5- Clinging to God when things are not as I want…  
God’s call to Moses to lead the people out of Egypt sounded much simpler than it ended up 

being. In Exodus 3 God says to Moses, The elders of Israel will listen to you. Then you and the 

elders are to go to the king of Egypt and say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has 

met with us. Let us take a three-day journey into the wilderness to offer sacrifices to the LORD 

our God.’ But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty hand compels 

him. So I will stretch out my hand and strike the Egyptians with all the wonders that I will 

perform among them. After that, he will let you go (18-20). 

Everything God said was true, but it wasn’t very specific. And it certainly didn’t indicate the 

pain Pharaoh was going to inflict on Israel leading up to the Exodus. 

In today’s chapter Moses dutifully goes and tells Pharaoh what he has been told to say. 

Pharaoh reacts harshly pressing his cruel thumb upon the Israelites because they dared to seek to 

leave to worship the Lord. I don’t know if Moses was prepared for this strong a reaction, but 

obviously the people were not prepared for the pain to come.  

God regularly asks us to do things and when we do, things do not always work out as we 

hope. Certainly, faithfulness to the Lord does not guarantee perfect pain-free life. 

Being faithful to the Lord does not mean life will be a bed of roses. And sometimes -like 

Moses discovered -God’s plans don’t look like how you or I might want things to look. 



The important piece for us it to continue to be faithful. To trust the Lord and be obedient, at 

least as obedient as we can humanly be. God is in control. 

I write these devotionals a few weeks before they are posted. As I write, we are in the heat of 

the coronavirus outbreak. It seems like every day, and often multiple times a day, the solid 

ground I thought we had found shakes some more. Constantly I must continue to remind myself 

that God is in control. Moses must have done that over and over again leading up to the Exodus. 

God’s ways are different than Moses or I anticipate. Still God is in control and I know that. Still I 

need to continually remind myself of that as well. 

Like Moses I sometimes say to the Lord (or at least think it) “Why, Lord, why have you 

brought trouble on this people? Is this why you sent me? (22). Even with all the questions I have, 

I stand up and say, “Lord, I am Yours and I will keep following You”. That’s what faith and trust 

requires of me…  
Lord, I am Yours and I will keep following You… through Jesus I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday, April 9: Exodus 6– Blockages to hearing God… 

God had just spoken with Moses giving him these words to speak to the Israelites. 

“Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the yoke 

of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an 

outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. I will take you as my own people, and I will 

be your God. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from 

under the yoke of the Egyptians. And I will bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to 

give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. I will give it to you as a possession. I am the LORD’ ” 

(6-8). 

What an encouragement they should have been. God promised, God lifted His hands and 

swore that He would bring Israel out from under the Yoke of Egypt. There should have been 

cheering.  

Instead my heart shuddered when I read the people’s response. Moses reported this to the 

Israelites, but they did not listen to him because of their discouragement and harsh labor (bold 

mine, 9).  

Their discouragement plus the harsh labor and the tough times they were going through 

deafened them to God’s promise of redemption. 

I am sitting here on March 18
th

 as I read and react to this chapter. We have just announced 

cancelation of all in person meetings at our church including worship. People are so very nervous 

about the burgeoning coronavirus pandemic. Government is limiting group sizes and some major 

US cities are enforcing “shelter in place” orders. 

My heart sank because… potential discouragement and tough times could deaden our ears to 

the promises of God to be with us, to never leave us or forsake us… 
Oh Lord, please, please keep us open to the love and care you have for us. Oh Lord, please do not allow us to fall 

prey to the depravity of the Israelites who missed the promises you spoke to them because they were inundated by fear 
and discouragement. I pray in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

Friday, April 10: Exodus 7 – Lessons of God’s sovereignty can be painful to learn… 

The first two of ten plagues on Egypt are recorded in this chapter. I focused on the second, 

turning the waters of the Nile into blood. Egypt owed its very life to the Nile. The Nile was the 

lifeblood of the Egyptian civilization. The Nile was so important that it was worshiped. Hapi, the 



God of the Nile, (or at least the God of the flood stage Nile which fertilized the land yearly) was 

an important deity in Egypt. With this plague God is revealing His dominance over Pharaoh, 

over one of the important God’s of Egypt and over one of the important resources of Egypt. 

Pharaoh is unimpressed. Then Pharaoh’s magicians multiply the agony of the people by 

mimicking the plague. 

The pain and heartache for the people is hard to fathom. Not only must things have stunk 

because of all the dead and dying fish, but cooking, bathing and drinking water was destroyed. 

Even the water in wooden and ceramic pots became blood. Oh, the hardship!  

How frightened people must have been. Most of the people would have no idea why it was 

happening. Moses’ and Pharaoh’s encounter was not covered by every news outlets as it would 

have happened for today. I guess eventually word would spread, but for some period of time 

people would have had no idea what’s going on. Imagine turning on your faucet and having 

blood come out!!! 

It can be a painful thing to have the Lord exert His authority. NO matter what gods we 

humans create, the Lord God is sovereign over them. 

I mentioned earlier this week that the coronavirus is in full swing as I right. Two women 

mentioned to me today that we will find out what people’s natural hair color is… salons have 

been ordered closed to prevent the spread of the virus. Another person mentioned to me the 

corona 15… it was a tongue and cheek comment about the number of pounds people will gain 

without their gym memberships (gyms are closed due to the virus). Overlaid on today’s reading 

the Lord is exerting His sovereignty upon our cult of body image and beauty. As the stock 

markets free-fall we are learning again that only the Lord can provide for our futures, not our 

401K’s   

Learning the lesson that God is sovereign can be painful… 

This lesson is causing me to look deeply into my life, asking myself if I have erected false 

gods and honor them above the Lord. How about you? 
Lord, open my eyes to any gods I have put before You. Please Lord, do not let me continue fooling myself. I pray 

in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Saturday, April 11: Exodus 8 – God’s sovereignty underscored powerfully… 

Through these next three plagues, the Lord asserts His sovereignty.  

With the frogs, Pharaoh’s magicians could duplicate the creation of frogs, but not with this 

plague or any of the previous ones could the magicians remove the plague. Whether magicians’ 

reproduction of God’s plague was slight-of-hand magic like illusionists today or was 

demonically empowered, the magicians were always powerless to remove the plague. I find it 

ironic that the magicians could multiply the pain on the people but never remove it. The Lord 

God was greater than the magicians. 

With the gnats, the magicians could no longer reproduce the plague. But when the magicians 

tried to produce gnats by their secret arts, they could not. Since the gnats were on people and 

animals everywhere, the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God”… (18-19). Now 

the Lord is really showing His power and sovereignty! 

Then with the flies, the Lord shows that He has absolute control by causing the plague in one 

place and among one people but not in the land of the Israelites. God reveals that He is the God 

of the Hebrews, by exempting them. 

Still in all this display, Pharaoh’s heart grows harder and harder. God, too, is at work here. 

As He has said, the Lord is going to show the world that He is God!!!! 



As I ponder all this, two thoughts water my soul. 

One, no matter the evidence, some people’s heart will harden against the Lord. Like Moses, I 

should try and try to convince them but ultimately God is the One who saves. My task is to 

proclaim the news of Jesus, God changes the heart.  

Two, the Lord God is sovereign. He is in control. I don’t know why the Israelites had to 

suffer under those early plagues. I don’t know why they were allowed to be placed under those 

harsh taskmasters and why Pharaoh abused them. Still God was in control the entire time and 

God was working out events so that He received maximum glory and His people were rescued 

from the hand of Pharaoh 
O Lord, I am so grateful that You are in control. Help me, give me strength, to submit and follow everywhere 

You lead and no matter what You choose to do. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Sunday, April 12, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


