
The Weekly Word 
March 30 – April 5, 2020 

 

In the midst of the Coronavirus pandemic it is nice to see Spring ‘springing’ and to know  

that the Lord is always with me. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, March 30: Genesis 47 – Until my dying breath… 

I found myself wondering where God is in this chapter. 

God’s name is not mentioned in this chapter, but God’s fingerprints are all over the chapter. 

Primarily God’s fingerprint can be found in Jacob and his family being safe during the 

famine… a famine, which was so severe that the entire populous of Egypt and Canaan in dire 

need were knocking on Pharaoh’s door for help. And in Egypt the people ended up gladly in 

servitude of Pharaoh in exchange for food to live. 

Another fingerprint of God is seen in Joseph’s wisdom. God gave Joseph His wisdom which 

allowed Egypt to survive the famine and for Jacob and family to be safe.  

Finally I see God near the close of the chapter, Jacob an old man, nearing his death leaning 

upon his staff worshipping (31). 

Jacob understood the hand of God at work, even in his advanced age and dying, the worship 

and honor of God was primary in his mind. 

Jacob inspires me to aspire to the same, to be liberal in my praise and worship of the Lord 

until my dying breath. 
Oh                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Lord, I pray this is so… Amen and amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, March 31: Genesis 48 – Passing on God’s blessing… 

The ritual of blessing sons in the Old Testament was a defining moment. This blessing was 

one conduit through which the Lord conveyed the family legacy from generation to generation. 

As Jacob placed his hands on Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, adopting them into 

his lineage and blessing them as a father would bless his sons, I found myself thinking about 

legacy. I found myself thinking about passing on blessings to my children. 

In my culture we don’t have a defined blessing ceremony for our children. There are rites of 

passage, graduation and some key birthdays, but nothing that rises to the laying on of hands and 

blessing a son as seen in the Old Testament.  

I wondered if I have been successful in passing along my blessing to my children -daughter 

and two sons. Not having a specific ritual, I cannot answer for certain. I hope so. 

I scanned my memory for ways I have intentionally passed along blessing. I am thinking 

mostly of spoken blessing… there is something powerful about parent speaking a blessing over a 

son or daughter. 

A couple of specific activities come to mind… yearly, I write a Christmas note to each child, 

recalling special moments and expressing my love. Some letters have included particular 

scriptures and words of blessing. At my daughter’s wedding all the grandparents and parents 



spoke a toast/blessing over the new couple. And when my younger two reached an age when 

then left our roof I wrote them a specific word… was it a blessing? I don’t truly recall. 

As I wrestle with this, I am realizing that Biblically, the fatherly blessing came as the father 

neared his death, so I still have time to convey my blessing upon my children. 
Lord, I ask for Your guidance on how I can routinely bless my children. And I pray for wisdom to know how I 

can bless my children as my pilgrimage on this side of eternity draws to a close. Continue to lead me, Lord, in blessing 
my children. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, April 1: Genesis 49 – The reign of  Jesus…  
I found my heart attracted to the words of blessing spoken to Judah. Judah, your brothers 

will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; your father’s sons will bow down 

to you. You are a lion’s cub, Judah; you return from the prey, my son. Like a lion he crouches 

and lies down, like a lioness—who dares to rouse him? The scepter will not depart from Judah, 

nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he to whom it belongs shall come and the 

obedience of the nations shall be his. He will tether his donkey to a vine, his colt to the choicest 

branch; he will wash his garments in wine, his robes in the blood of grapes. His eyes will be 

darker than wine, his teeth whiter than milk (8-12).  

I am certain my gaze was drawn here because this is the tribe from which Jesus came. And 

Lent is a time to focus on the Lord. So, what do I learn? 

Your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies… God’s people 

will honor him and he will protect people from enemies. He is a leader worthy of praise and a 

strong protector for his people. What an apt description for Jesus heir of Judah’s inheritance! 

The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he to 

whom it belongs shall come and the obedience of the nations shall be his… What a word. 

Undoubtedly pointing to Jesus, the one to whom the scepter belongs. This blessing points to the 

end of day when all nations shall be his. The fulfillment of God’s Word to Abram (Genesis 12) 

where he, Abram, will be a blessing to all nations. Jesus is the fulfillment of this. And not only 

will Jesus be a blessing to all nations but the obedience of the nations shall be his. I take this to 

mean that the nations will bow in obedience to him who is the Lion of Judah and King of kings 

and Lord of lords (Rev 19:16). 

He will tether his donkey to a vine, his colt to the choicest branch; he will wash his garments 

in wine, his robes in the blood of grapes. His eyes will be darker than wine, his teeth whiter than 

milk. A devotional I am reading for Lent makes the point from these verses that Jesus’ 

established kingdom will be one of plenty. Wine will be so plentiful that the fragile slender vines 

will be used to tie up colts and wine so plentiful that people will use it to wash clothing. In Jesus’ 

eternal kingdom there will be food in every season, no tears, no pain and the joy of being with 

the Lord forever. 

Even in the days of the patriarchs God is declaring the wonders of His reign under Jesus, the 

Lion of Judah, and heir to this blessing and prophetic utterance from the Lord. 
Thanks be to the Lord, You are good and Your steadfast love endures forever. I bless You, Jesus my Lord, and I 

look forward to Your return and inauguration of Your everlasting kingdom. In Your name Jesus I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday, April 2: Genesis 50 – Feeling guilty… 

Apparently, Joseph’s brothers have never sought forgiveness and reconciliation with him. As 

soon as papa Israel dies and the family returns from the burial guilt blossoms again. 



When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a 

grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” So they sent word to 

Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: ‘This is what you are to say to 

Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you 

so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their 

message came to him, Joseph wept.  

His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” they 

said.  

But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You intended to harm 

me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 

So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and 

spoke kindly to them (15-21).  

Guilt is one of those dastardly emotions that can live on for a looong time just below the 

surface of life. We may think it is gone only to watch it rise again, sparked by any number of 

things. 

With dad dead and buried Israel was no longer around to run interference for the brothers. 

Joseph, second only to Pharaoh, could meet out any revenge he wanted against his brothers and 

they feared for their lives.  

My thought is that they are afraid of what he might do, because they are projecting upon 

Joseph their instincts! Life has a way of revealing what attitudes and issues live within us! 

Unlike his brothers Joseph has made peace with his past. His faith in the Lord has given him 

eyes to see that God was at work even in the evil of his brothers’ actions. And Joseph’s trust in 

the Lord overshadows his past. Most of us are far more like the brothers than Joseph.  We carry 

guilt for past actions… 

Thankfully, Jesus has provided a way out from under God’s guilt, by receiving the blessings 

that Jesus gives. When we confess Jesus as Lord, Jesus takes our guilt and shame and pays its 

redemption cost on the cross. And Jesus offers us on-going forgiveness anytime we confess our 

sins to the Lord. The wonderful gift of God. 

Forgiven and redeemed by God we will need to repent, confess and seek the forgiveness of 

others we have hurt for true reconciliation to happen between us and the other party. The 

brothers and Joseph seemed to miss this step. 

Let’s not be like them, forgiven by Jesus let’s reach out to those we have hurt and seek their 

forgiveness as well… 
Oh Lord, help me to live up to the words I have just written. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, April 3: Exodus 1 – God cares… 

My thoughts spun in many directions as I read this chapter. The chapter functions to set up 

the story of the Exodus and moves the account of the Israelites in Egypt from Joseph to the time 

of Moses. I was intrigued by the sentence; Then a new king, to whom Joseph meant nothing, 

came to power in Egypt (8). 

Pondering this I realized how fleeting our lives are. You can be on top of the hill one moment 

and dead and buried the next. And once you are gone, how long does it take for you to be 

missed? We spend so much of our lives making a name for ourselves. Whether we are on the top 

of the heap or somewhere in the middle we all want to be recognized. Reading and thinking 

about that line reminded me how fleeting that desire is. Yes, I may be well known. Hundreds 



might even come to my funeral, but 3, 5, 20 100 years later who will remember?  Who will even 

care? 

This makes God’s care, love and concern for me (us) all the more amazing. Who am I that 

God is mindful of me? But God is mindful and God truly does care… about little old me and 

you.  

This is amazing!!! 
Thank You, Lord, for caring and loving. Thank You,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Lord, thank You. Amen.  

 

 

Saturday, April 4: Exodus 2 – Who are we on the inside vs. who people see… 

Reading one chapter a day slowly and thoughtfully often allows me to see things I missed in 

previous readings. Such was the case today. 

At the start of the chapter, we read about the rescue of Moses. Then the story jumps many 

years and we watch Moses, who through bloodline was an Israelite but was raised as an 

Egyptian, kill an Egyptian to save an Israelite. In the next sentence Moses attempts to mediate 

between two Israelites fighting. They reject his intrusion saying, “Who made you ruler and judge 

over us? Are you thinking of killing me as you killed the Egyptian?” (14a). 

Now the flow of the story follows the second sentence, but my observation and thoughts stem 

from the first. The Hebrews don’t view Moses as a brother trying to make peace. I believe they 

see him as an Egyptian trying to force his will upon slaves, hence the comment Who made you 

ruler and judge over us? I think this understanding of the Hebrews reaction is borne when Moses 

runs and meets the girls at the well. What did they say to their dad about the man who helped 

them? “An Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds. He even drew water for us and watered the 

flock” (19). An Egyptian… by every outward appearance, look, clothing, how he presents 

himself and likely his language and intonation of speech, Moses is Egyptian. Moses may sense 

his Hebrew roots, he may even think of himself as Israelite, but he presents as Egyptian. So 

anyone who meets him will see him as an Egyptian. Moses may have thought he was a brother 

helping brothers but they saw him as an Egyptian. 

Pondering this caused me to consider my own life… who I believe myself to be vs. how I 

present myself to others. Am I consistent? Am I whole? Does my ‘image’ of myself comport 

well with how others see me? 

This thought tracks closely with Jesus’ attacks on hypocrisy. Still for me, watching Moses, 

naively, I believe, think he will be accepted by Israelites simply because he knows his roots, 

shows me how easily we can fool ourselves into thinking we are something we are not. 

Hypocrisy is a much more subtle and therefore a dangerous sin than I have realized. 
Lord, I see more clearly why the psalms teach us to ask You to examine our lives closely. It is so easy to miss 

hypocrisy and other sins in our lives.  
Search me, Oh God, and know my heart. See if there is any wicked way in me… (see Psalm  139:23-24) I 

pray. Amen. 

 

 

Sunday, April 5, 2020 – Palm Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 



answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


