
The Weekly Word 
March 23-29, 2020 

 

March is drawing nigh and Genesis is moving toward it’s close too. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, March 23: Genesis 41 - God has a habit of setting things straight… 

I noticed a twinge of irony in Joseph’s story that I never noticed before. Who does Joseph 

marry? Potipera’s daughter! The daughter of the woman who accused him of rape and the 

daughter of the man who put Joseph in prison. Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-

Paneah and gave him Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, to be his wife. And Joseph 

went throughout the land of Egypt (45). And this wasn’t even Joseph’s doing. Pharaoh arranged 

the marriage, so even if Potiphera objected there was nothing he could do.  

The Lord must have a sense of humor! 

I suspect that family celebrations in Potiphera’s house could be pretty awkward! I can just 

imagine Joseph saying, “Look at me now, ‘dad’.” 

God has a habit of setting things straight… 

It doesn’t always happen this side of eternity. 

The Lord God is a God of justice. Sin will be judged. When every person stands before the 

Lord upon their death, every sin we have committed will need to be paid for. This is an 

impossible task, humanly speaking. I cannot pay the debit one of my sins deserves, much less the 

debt all of my sins deserve. NO person can. Only the perfect atoning death on a cross by Jesus 

can pay sins’ penalty. And the only way Jesus’ death can be appropriated by me or any person is 

by putting one’s faith and trust in Jesus. This is the heart of the Christian faith. 

Putting one’s faith in Jesus is only the first step of faith in a life long journey of walking with 

Jesus. But since it is the first step, I suspect it in the most important step. Every journey begins 

with its first step. 

I am so glad I took my first step with Jesus back in 1975. It is the best journey upon which I 

have ever embarked. 

My meditations surely traveled a long distance from Joseph back in Pharaoh’s day… 
Oh God, my walk and journey with You through faith in Jesus is the central journey of my life. I love you, Lord, 

and I thank You for drawing me to Your side. I pray this in Jesus name. Amen.  

 

 

Tuesday, March 24: Genesis 42 – A guilty conscience… 

Immediately as I read verse 21 I thought, “Ah, this is the result of a guilty conscience”. They 

said to one another, “Surely we are being punished because of our brother. We saw how 

distressed he was when he pleaded with us for his life, but we would not listen; that’s why this 

distress has come on us” (21).  

The brothers’ consciences erupt again a few verses down. …Their hearts sank and they 

turned to each other trembling and said, “What is this that God has done to us?” (28b). 

From personal experience, a guilty conscience can be persisting. Not long ago I was backing 

out of an unfamiliar driveway on a dark and dreary night and I heard a mild metal on metal 

sound. “Oh, crap” I thought. I got out and looked I couldn’t see any damage on either vehicle. 



“Whew.” I was heading to a store for something and it was about to close so I made my quick 

run. Constantly the voice in my head kept saying, “you have to tell the neighbor.” I checked 

again when I got home, but I knew what I needed to do, so I knocked on the door.  

“No damage, no biggie,” was the neighbor’s reaction… 

I know that had I avoided doing the right thing my conscience would have continued to 

‘haunt’ me. Our conscience can be a good thing. 

Avoiding our God-honed conscience can become a reoccurring nightmare, if we don’t deal 

with it appropriately it can haunt us until we come clean. 

But I also think we can sear our consciences. If we ignore the voice of God within too often, 

God’s voice seems to grow fainter and fainter… or maybe a better way to describe it is that our 

hearing grows weaker and weaker. Either way the conscience can be dulled. 

I don’t know how the brothers lived all those years with the knowledge of what they had 

done and the lie they told their dad. But they did. 

In today’s reading I think we see evidence that they were still haunted by their actions so 

many years ago. 

Whether in this life time or the next, God has a way of bringing into the light those things we 

think we were able to pull off in darkness.  
Oh Lord, even now after all these years of walking with Jesus, I still battle doing the right thing all the time. 

Sometimes I just want to avoid the truth that I messed up. Sometimes my mess up is sin; sometimes it is human ‘oops’ 
like with the car. I don’t know why I avoid your voice and doing what is right sometimes, but I do. Please forgive me. 
Please, please forgive me. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, March 25: Genesis 43 – Trusting ourselves to the providence of God…  
There is an interesting exchange between Judah and Israel as the family needs more grain 

which necessitates a second trip to Egypt. Israel understandably doesn’t want to send Benjamin 

for fear that he might lose him, the only brother of Joseph, who he believes is dead. Judah 

recognizes that they cannot return to Egypt without Benjamin. After the discussion Israel agrees 

that Benjamin must go.  

It was Israel’s verbal response that caught my eye. Take your brother also and go back to the 

man at once. And may God Almighty grant you mercy before the man so that he will let your 

other brother and Benjamin come back with you. As for me, if I am bereaved, I am bereaved (13-

14).  

First, Israel calls out for God’s mercy, may God Almighty grant you mercy…. Israel knows 

that he doesn’t deserve anything from the Lord. And anything he receives is because of God’s 

mercy or grace. Do I understand mercy and grace like Jacob apparently did? I mean truly 

understand in the depth of my being? I deserve nothing from the hand of God. Everything I have 

received is because God has opened His hand to me. Thank You, Lord.  

Second, Israel resigns himself to God’s will, whatever that may be. As for me, if I am 

bereaved, I am bereaved. I don’t hear in these words a defeatist attitude, or someone using the 

voice of Eeyore from Winnie the Poo. My sense is that Israel understands that God is God and 

God’s will prevails and he is willing himself to accept God’s will whatever it might be. Now 

maybe I am reading into the text but it makes sense to me. More so it drives me to remember that 

I must always submit to God’s will whether I like it or not. God is God and I am not, is a line I 

remind myself often! 
Lord, I bow before You. May I accept Your will. Like Jesus may I pray, Your will be done on earth (and in my 

life) as it is in heaven. Through Jesus, my Savior, I pray. Amen.  



 

Thursday, March 26: Genesis 44 – A substitute… 

All the while I was reading this chapter I was wondering why Joseph created this elaborate 

ruse on his brothers. I know I cannot get into the mind or heart of Joseph, still I wondered. To 

my way of thinking this seemed to be a bit of revenge, a small opportunity to get revenge on his 

brothers for the torture and pain they put him through when they sold him to the traders and his 

years in prison. 

If you are reading this and have a different thought let me know. 

The one thing about the Bible is that it presents people in an honest light, the good, the bad 

and the ugly. This may be a glimpse of Joseph’s bad or ugly side. Often in ancient texts the 

heroes are presented in a whitewashed manner omitting the bad and ugly and emphasizing the 

good. Not so with the Bible. In the Bible we generally see an honest picture of humanity, as we 

are with Joseph in this chapter… who is a little vindictive and dare I say passive aggressive?! 

Including character honesty in the Bible is heartening to me. The heroes aren’t perfect which 

helps me realize that my failures and sins don’t automatically disqualify me from being used by 

God! God after all used Sampson -a womanizer, David -a murderer, Moses -a man with some 

anger issues, and Joseph -a man with passive aggressive retaliation issues. Hey, if God can use 

them, God can use me! 

Including character honesty in the Bible also creates some learning issues for me because I 

have to discern as I read. Just because something is in the Bible doesn’t mean it is something to 

be emulated. Common sense needs to be employed as I read and study the Bible. So today as I 

read this story devotionally, I don’t want to pick up and copy the way Joseph made his brothers 

agonize; Benjamin didn’t do anything wrong. Joseph had tricked them.  

Instead I focused on the honorable actions of Judah who was true to the word he gave his 

father. So as the crisis with Benjamin arose, Judah offered to be a substitute taking Benjamin’s 

perceived crime on his back. This was an incredibly honorable thing to do and is also a 

foreshadowing of what Jesus did for the world. 

And this thought brings me to moments of appreciation and thankfulness for Jesus and 

wonderings about how I can be more loving and honorable in my connections and dealings with 

other people… in simple terms, how can I live my life to honor Jesus? 
Lord, it is here that I am led to pray. Show me, lead me, guide me to be more and more like Jesus in my living. 

And bring onto my path people who can model Jesus to me and show me how to bring Jesus more and more deeply into 
my life. I pray in Your nam,e Jesus. Amen.  

 

 

Friday, March 27: Genesis 45 – Living faithfully… 

In the midst of revealing himself to his brothers, Joseph exclaims, And now, do not be 

distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives 

that God sent me ahead of you (5). 

To understand a movement of God is a beautiful thing.  

In a moment of insight, Joseph saw how God had used the terrible events of his life for God’s 

glory and the salvation of his extended family. This is a gift God bestowed on Joseph. We don’t 

always get to see and understand the movements of God in our lives. 

God’s sovereignty remains a partial mystery for me. I believe God is in control and nothing 

happens to me that hasn’t first been sifted through God’s hand. I also know that Satan and his 

minions roam the world seeking to destroy the work of God and working hard to cause people to 

sin, seeking to kill, rob and destroy. How all the puzzle pieces fit together is what I don’t fully 



understand. The brothers sinned against Joseph, still God used that sin for His glory and the 

salvation of Israel. Was it God’s plan for the brothers to sin or did God have another plan to use 

Joseph to save Israel which had to change when sin entered the picture? This is where I get 

confused! 

Then I remind myself I cannot deal with what ‘ifs’. All I know is what happened and clearly 

God’s hand was guiding Joseph to his position as Pharaoh’s right hand in order to save Egypt as 

well as Jacob and his family. In all of this God’s will is moved forward towards God’s 

predetermined conclusion. 

As all this ping pongs in my thoughts I realize that for Joseph his duty was to be faithful day 

in and day out, bad times, worse times and good times. And that stands as the lesson I take home 

today. My role is to remain faithful as life unfolds.  

I may get to see some bigger reasons for why things happen as they did. I may not. 

Ultimately it does not matter if I learn the bigger reasons. What matters is that I live faithfully 

and continue to trust the Lord through all the twists and turns of life. 

To this I pray… 
May it be so, Lord. May it be so. May I live faithfully before You all the days of my life until I see You face to 

face in glory. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, March 28: Genesis 46 – … 

I was touched by Jacob, as he reached the edge of the Promised Land.  He paused to make a 

sacrifice to his Lord and God. 

So Israel set out with all that was his, and when he reached Beersheba, he offered sacrifices 

to the God of his father Isaac.  

And God spoke to Israel in a vision at night and said, “Jacob! Jacob!”  

“Here I am,” he replied. “I am God, the God of your father,” he said. “Do not be afraid to 

go down to Egypt, for I will make you into a great nation there. I will go down to Egypt with you, 

and I will surely bring you back again. And Joseph’s own hand will close your eyes” (1-4). 

I was reassured that when we pause to speak to the Lord, God will return His delight and 

speak back. Will God’s response to us always be positive and encouraging? Possibly not. God 

may need to correct something in our life or God may choose to respond “no” to a request we 

make.  

The testimony of Scripture is that the Lord God is there listening and ready to respond to our 

prayers, our worship, our sacrifices to Him. 

I began Reading the Bible with Bill back in 2008. During that time we have read the entire 

Bible about 3 times and the NT an additional 3 times. Never in all those years has God not 

spoken when I have opened His word. Some days I needed to sit with the text and wait and 

ponder. Most days it was quite clear what verse God was ‘highlighting’ and bringing attention to 

for my life, growth, correction or edification. 

When we attend to the Lord, God reciprocates. God delights when we seek communion with 

Him. 

I believe God’s delight in Jacob’s reaching out to Him was evidence by the Lord’s response. 

Tomorrow in worship I believe God will be present with His gathered people as we offer to the 

Lord our sacrifice of praise and worship and attend to His Word. 

In fact, as I think about this, my anticipation for God’s presence in worship tomorrow is 

increasing… 

What a joy it is to gather with God’s people and praise the Lord together. 



Oh Lord, fill my day today with Your presence. And tomorrow, Lord, fill our worship time with Your glorious 
presence. Send Your Holy Spirit to be our Counselor as we listen to and consider Your Word. I pray this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen.  

 

 

Sunday, March 29, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


