
The Weekly Word 
March 16-22, 2020 

 

What a blessed March we are having. May the Lord be with you as you read His Word. 

Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, March 16: Genesis 35 – Leaving behind idols and foreign gods… 

Jacob comports himself as a changed man. God has stirred in his heart. The arrogance that 

characterized his earlier years seems to have softened into humility, especially before the Lord. 

His fidelity to the Lord breathes faith through his entire family. 

Then God said to Jacob, “Go up to Bethel and settle there, and build an altar there to God, 

who appeared to you when you were fleeing from your brother Esau.” 

 So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, “Get rid of the foreign gods 

you have with you, and purify yourselves and change your clothes. Then come, let us go up to 

Bethel, where I will build an altar to God, who answered me in the day of my distress and who 

has been with me wherever I have gone.” So they gave Jacob all the foreign gods they had and 

the rings in their ears, and Jacob buried them under the oak at Shechem. (1-4). 

Jacob’s call to his family to abandon foreign gods and there willingness to comply speak to 

me. And not only do they willingly give up their foreign gods, they forsake them, abandon and 

bury them.  

This may be my frugal self-speaking, but it spoke deeply to me that they didn’t monetize the 

gold rings but just buried them in the ground to be gone forever. They forsake their foreign gods 

and move on in fidelity to the Lord. The Lord can easily rebuild any wealth lost in their 

abandoning of their foreign gods. 

A life of faith means constantly relinquishing and abandoning any foreign gods we have 

picked up along the way and trusting solely in God Almighty –Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit. I don’t 

set my heart on other gods as much as living in the world I pick up and am influenced by the 

world’s ways. Without necessarily realizing it, I start accepting and following the ways people 

around me live and so their gods become gods I allow to influence me. 

My observation about burying the gold rings and abandoning them rather than monetizing 

them is an example of how the money lust of my world influences me. It is very easy to slide 

from ‘good stewardship’ into trusting my wealth rather than trusting the Lord for my future. 

And so the constant battle goes in my life and the life of every Christ-follower.  
Thank You, Lord, for Your reminder today about releasing any foreign gods I have picked up, and abandoning 

them so that I can worship You with love and fidelity. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, March 17: Genesis 36 – All people are important… 

All people are important. This is a lesson throughout the Bible. Jesus calls us to seek the lost 

sheep and to take the Gospel to the ends of the earth. All people are important and I see this in 

this chapter. 



Jacob was the son who is carrying the promise of God. Jacob, now called Israel, gave us the 

12 sons who would become the 12 tribes of Israel. God’s promise of Jesus would eventually 

come through the loins of Jacob. Jacob was critical to God’s story. 

There was no need to mention Esau again. But God made it a point to not only include Jacob 

and Esau’s reunion. Now today God went above and beyond giving us the lineage of Esau. We 

learned that in his own right Esau has become a great man of the times, wealthy and prosperous. 

Again, we really don’t need to know this… but it told me among other things that all people are 

important. Esau may not be in the line of Jesus but as Isaac’s son he is not forgotten. God was 

with him, too. 

All people matter… 

This though is pricking me with follow up questions about how I treat people. Do I treat all 

people as if they matter? Do I treat people in service jobs, on the highways, my neighbors, 

people of differing ethnic and religious backgrounds as if they matter? They matter first because 

they are humans and as such they have inherent dignity imprinted on their life. They matter 

because God loves them, even though they may not acknowledge the Lord. 

Do I treat all people as if they matter??? 

A little test for me today, will be to attempt to keep this thought in the front of my mind as I 

watch myself and my interactions and thoughts about the people who will cross my path today… 

Do I really believe (and therefore act as if) all people matter? 
Oh, God, help me to recognize Your imprint in the lives of each and every person I meet today. I pray this in 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, March 18: Genesis 37 - Sin is always lurking …  

This account of Joseph is rich with wonderings… At the start Joseph is shepherding with 

some brothers and others. He, the youngest, is not content with the work alone, he chooses to 

tattle on the others, calling into question their skill or work ethic. The brash youngest son telling 

on the older family members… hmmm, something is going on below the surface. 

Then there are the dreams. Not content to have them, Joseph tells his brothers.  Then the 

second dream he tells to his entire family. For this he gets a tongue lashing from dad. 

Then there is the coat. Ornate, flashy, a neon sign saying, I AM THE FAVORITE! And it 

sounds like he wears it in ‘an in your face’ manner as well since he wears it when he is sent to 

look for his brothers. It is one thing to strut around home and another to strut around town. I 

wondered what impression the man in Shechem had of Joseph wearing that flashy coat looking 

for his brothers? It is a wonder the man or some others didn’t kill him for the coat. 

Then I wondered why dad didn’t send Joseph out to tend the flocks with his brothers. Joseph 

was doing that as the chapter opened. Did dad sense the growing hostility between Joseph and 

the others and that is why he kept Joseph home when his brothers took the flocks far away??? 

Sin is always crouching around looking for an opportunity to devour (see Genesis 4:7). 

What do I make of all this? 

Well, I am reminded that sin is always lurking and I need to be vigilant. I need to stay in tune 

with what is happening within me and constantly bringing it into the light of Christ. Joseph was 

apparently growing puffed up and he could have curbed that by brining his rising feelings of 

superiority to God. Likewise, his brothers could have brought their growing envy to the Lord. 

Jacob, if he observed what was going on, could have intervened before disaster struck. 

In a more perfect world maybe the family system could have talked this out. 



So, my take-away for today is to keep monitoring my interior life and bringing sin I see to 

the Lord for His correction before I do something I REALLY regret. 

Sin is couching at the door and sins schemes grow more and more devious the longer I allow 

them to exist. 
Oh, God, help me each day to make a ‘good and honest’ confession to you. In fact, Lord, I likely need to do this 

multiple times a day… in Jesus’ name I pray. Amen 

 

 

Thursday, March 19: Genesis 38 – The depravity of the human heart… 

Okay, this chapter is troubling. What devotional moment could I find in the account of Judah 

and Tamar, his daughter-in-law? Honestly, what I see is the depravity of the human heart.  

 A father-in-law who doesn’t keep his word to his daughter-in-law. 

 A man who has sex with a prostitute and basically it is ok. Just keep your pledge and it is 

no big deal. 

 A woman who acts as a prostitute but will be burned to death for her actions, her sin. 

 The duplicity between the men and the women is HUGE. 

Ugh, and this is all within the family of God! 

Utterly depraved. We humans are utterly depraved. And the depravity witnessed in their lives 

lives in me.  I may not commit those particular sins, but I am a sinner not better than these actors. 

I deserved God’s wrath, but received God’s grace and forgiveness and redemption though 

Jesus Christ, the Lord. 

Thanks be to God for Jesus’ gift… His life for mine! 
Lord, help me never to take for granted the grace You offer. Rather help me to regularly fall on my face before 

You in love and gratitude for the gift of atonement You have given. I pray in Jesu’s name. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, March 20: Genesis 39 – Will you be a person of integrity … 

Given all the stories of sexual sin in Genesis so far, Joseph acting as a man of integrity is 

refreshing. Still as with Joseph even when we do the right thing bad things can befall us. The 

question Joseph’s life presents me is, “Will you be a person of integrity, even after bad things 

happen to you because you were a person of integrity?” 

Living faithfully before the Lord does not guarantee a perfect life… blessed, yes but carefree, 

no. Joseph lived honorably before the Lord, still he was falsely accused and thrown in prison. 

God was with him and he maintained his integrity while in prison.  

God’s will can be mysterious. It is hard to imagine that Joseph felt blessed when he was sold 

by his brothers and imprisoned by Potiphar. But he was. God was working His will for all His 

people through Joseph even though Joseph had no idea. 

Will I live faithfully no matter what comes my way, success or failure or anything in 

between? This is the question Joseph is presenting to me… 
Lord, I pray so. To live faithfully is my desire… I love you, Lord. I love you. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, March 21: Genesis 40 – In the face of adversity holding on to faith… 

I found myself wondering how Joseph maintained his faith. He couldn’t offer sacrifices. He 

had no priests to atonement for sins. He didn’t have any scriptures to carry with him? As I think 

about it, The Law hadn’t been given yet, so how did any of the Patriarchs maintain faith? 



As I ponder this, I surmise that they just kept believing.  

After all Joseph had been through, it is quite amazing that he kept believing. At any number 

of junctures in his life Joseph could have gotten angry with God for letting him down and 

allowing all these bad things happen to him. But Joseph never did. He held onto his faith and 

trusted God and believed in the Lord. 

Now in prison, faced with an opportunity to put God in the forefront of his life, Joseph did. 

He could have taken credit for interpreting dreams, but right off the bat Joseph explains that 

interpretations come from the Lord. And the interpretations Joseph gave came through as he said. 

God spoke through Joseph. 

One more disappointment loomed. The cupbearer neglected to tell Pharaoh about Joseph. 

Another disappointment. Another opportunity to become upset with the Lord. Still Joseph held 

onto the Lord. 

I pray for faith hardened like Joseph’s, a faith that holds on tenaciously and will not let go no 

matter what misfortunes come my way.  
Oh Lord, may it be so. May my faith cling to You. Even as I pray this, Lord, I realize that it is only by Your 

providence, care, grace and will that my faith holds. I believe You provide all things… Still I cling to You, Lord. I 
cling to You. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Sunday, March 22, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


