
The Weekly Word 
March 9-15, 2020 

 

As we march through Lent, I continue to see myself in the people of the Old Testament. 

Oh, God, I need a Savior. Blessed reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, March 9: Genesis 29 – God’s ways are higher than my ways… 

I sit and scratch my head reading this account. I am completely surprised by God’s way of 

bringing about His kingdom purposes. Jacob, who will be renamed Israel, will end up fathering 

12 sons who become the 12 tribes of Israel. It is a strange route to God’s end... 

Two marriages to sisters. Working 14 years for his wives. And because I know the story, 

having read it many times, I know that things continue to follow a strange route to build Jacob’s 

family... sisterly jealousies, an odd relationship with Laban, the father-in-law, and so on. 

I wonder how many of the strange details are due to human sinfulness.  For example, the 

conniver Jacob being conned by his father-in-law. 

Still God’s will comes to fruition. God will build Abraham’s lineage into a great and mighty 

nation despite the human frailties and sinfulness! 

God is sovereign. His will, will be done. 

In my world I do not always understand God’s ways. I am sure Jacob questioned God’s ways 

often. Sometimes I question God’s ways, too. But I have learned to hold on to the Lord. I trust 

His promises and I follow His lead despite my many failures and sins. And I believe that the 

Lord is with me and that by His grace, I can and will make a difference in this world for God and 

good. 

God’s ways are higher than my ways (see Isaiah 55:9). I need to remember this. When I see a 

dead end, God sees a door, as long as I am walking in step with the Lord. 

Despite many twists and turns, Jacob kept his faith in the Lord and God fulfilled his promises 

through Him. My desire is to keep my faith in the Lord... and trust the Lord to use me as He sees 

fit.  
I surrender to You, oh God, Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit. Use me in any way You desire. I would rather be a dish 

rag in the house of the Lord than a king or president in the world of humans. I am Yours, Jesus. I am Yours. Amen.  

 

 

Tuesday, March 10: Genesis 30 – God prevails… 

Jacob and Laban are at it again, trying to out connive each other. I see in them and their 

relationship an interesting correlation between God and His enemy the devil. 

Laban is trying to do everything he can to thwart Jacob and keep him from gaining a flock. 

He negotiates a deal and then immediately breaks the deal by scurrying away to his sons the 

portion of the herd that should have gone to Jacob. The devil is always trying to kill, steal and 

destroy God’s plans... But like Laban all the Devil’s conniving are to no avail. 

Then there is Jacob. Even though Laban is working to defeat him, Jacob comes up with a 

plan to increases his flock and with the best of the animals no less. Jacob wins, creating for 

himself a large flock of strong animals. Not only does Jacob make lemonade out of the lemons 



thrown his way, he makes prize winning lemonade. His flock ends up consisting of the offspring 

of the best of Laban’s herd! 

Similarly God will prevail. The enemy can throw whatever he wishes at the Lord and God’s 

will still prevails! Halleluiah!!! 

God’s will will not be thwarted. God will prevail. Such is the lesson God is reminding me 

about in my reading today. Even when things seem to be going poorly, I need to remember that 

the end of the story is not written yet. God wins! God wins and we, who are in Christ, win with 

God! 
Bless You, Lord, for Your sovereignty. I surrender to You and I will trust in You, the Lord my God, to see me 

through to the end of my life anchored to You. I am in Your hands and there is no better place to be. Through Jesus 
Christ, my Savior and Lord’s name, I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Wednesday, March 11: Genesis 31 – Oh the statements we make…  
We tend to think more highly of ourselves than is true. God causes nations to rise and fall. 

The Lord lifts up some and puts down others. 

In a statement by Laban I saw a mirror into the human soul. Laban said, I have the power to 

harm you; but last night the God of your father said to me, ‘Be careful not to say anything to 

Jacob, either good or bad.’ (29). Really??? If you have the power then why are you paying any 

attention to what God said to you? I mean if Laban really had the power then why would he care 

what God said to him? 

In life we tend to credit ourselves with far more that we actually deserve. When it comes to 

boasting we forget the many, many influences that others have had on our lives. I may think I 

have earned this or that in my work life, but what about the teachers that educated me in school 

and university? Would I be who I am without their influence? What about the parents who raised 

me or the life circumstances I experienced? What about the mentors in my jobs and life? What 

about the healthy meals I got to eat every night that allowed my brain to develop? And so the 

important influences of others help make me who I am. Could I do what I did without all this? 

And then behind all of these natural forces and people lies the hand of God who gave me my 

brain and strength etc., etc.  

Laban, like most of us, over values his abilities and power... and I think more importantly, 

minimizes the influence of God in life and success.  

Pilate made a similar-sounding statement to Jesus: “Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate 

said. “Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?” To which Jesus 

answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above.... (John 

19:10-11). Jesus understood the larger picture that Pilate had only the authority that God had 

allowed him to have. Laban had only the power God allowed him to have. And I have only the 

power, authority and success God allows me to have.  

Yes, I need to use my abilities but I need to keep in clear view that God is sovereign and 

ultimately His will prevails. Period. 
Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit, today is a perfect reminder that whatever I have is a gift from You. Realizing this 

anew I praise and thank You for all You have allowed me to have –life, health, education, career, family, marriage, 
etc. –and I pray, Lord, that I honor You with all I have. 

To Your name be glory. Amen and amen.  

 

 

Thursday, March 12: Genesis 32 – All God has done for me… 



Now after twenty years with his father-in-law’s family it seems that Jacob is changing and 

growing. Like Moses’ years as a shepherd it seems that the Lord has grabbed hold of Jacob. 

Where I notice this change in Jacob is the prayer before he meets his brother Esau. Then 

Jacob prayed, “O God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, LORD, you who said to 

me, ‘Go back to your country and your relatives, and I will make you prosper,’ I am unworthy of 

all the kindness and faithfulness you have shown your servant. I had only my staff when I crossed 

this Jordan, but now I have become two camps. Save me, I pray, from the hand of my brother 

Esau, for I am afraid he will come and attack me, and also the mothers with their children. But 

you have said, ‘I will surely make you prosper and will make your descendants like the sand of 

the sea, which cannot be counted.’ ” (9-12). 

I don’t think I have heard Jacob utter the words or live as if he ever felt unworthy. Up to this 

point Jacob was someone who seemed to grab whatever he could get. Now faced with the 

prospect of meeting his brother who may have harbored anger for 20 years Jacob’s unworthiness 

sinks in. 

As a person of faith there comes a moment when we realize that God is God and we are not. 

We come to a moment when we realize all we have has been sifted through the Lord’s hands. 

The Lord God has been so gracious to me. He has cared for me, watched over my family, and 

been my guide and support through the many ups and downs of life. Like Jacob I am unworthy 

of any of His kindnesses. 

I sit this morning full of love and honor for God who has saved me and cares for me every 

day of my life. 
Thank You, Lord, for opening my eyes to Your grandeur and Your care for me and others. I humbly bow before 

You, O God, Lord and Savior. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, March 13: Genesis 33 – MY God… 

So here is Jacob, now Israel, arriving back home in the land God promised to Abraham, his 

grandfather. Abraham lived his entire life and it was not until Sarah died that he actually owned 

any piece of the Promised Land… the grave for Sarah. Jacob’s story is different; the first thing 

he does is buy land… a piece of the Promised Land is now his. I am not sure he is thinking in 

terms of the promise, still God is at work.  

After Jacob came from Paddan Aram, he arrived safely at the city of Shechem in Canaan and 

camped within sight of the city. For a hundred pieces of silver, he bought from the sons of 

Hamor, the father of Shechem, the plot of ground where he pitched his tent. There he set up an 

altar and called it El Elohe Israel (1-20). 

How different God’s plan is for everyone. Abraham waited years for the first glimpse of the 

promise. For Jacob God’s hand has been building the promise since the birth of his first son. 

I notice how Jacob’s first action on his new property is to give thanks to the Lord. The name 

El Elohe Israel can have one of two meanings, El is the God of Israel or mighty is the God of 

Israel. With these names Jacob is saying El is his God. No longer is God only the God of 

Abraham and Isaac, now the Lord is Jacob’s God.  

Declaring the Lord to be my God is a most important step in any person’s life. Thomas did it 

when he finally saw Jesus and touched his hands and sides, then declared, “My Lord and my 

God.” (John 20:28). 

At some point to truly become a believer a person needs to make the declaration of God’s 

Lordship theirs… ‘my God.’ I did that back in October of 1975. And I am so thankful that I 

confessed Jesus as my Lord. 



If you are reading this… have you made a declaration of your faith in Jesus? 
Lord, help me every day to rise in the morning reaffirming my faith in and love for You. Through Jesus, I pray. 

Amen.   

 

 

Saturday, March 14: Genesis 34 – A mirror into my interior life… 

Life in Old Testament times really was wild. People took justice into their own hands, 

deciding what was right and good payback for crimes committed.  

Hamor’s sin was grievous; the conniving plot by the sons of Jacob and the killing of all the 

men of Shechem was a penalty way beyond the crime. What happened to ‘lex talionis’ and ‘eye 

for an eye’? Simeon and Levi committed a horrible atrocity. And then to make matters even 

worse, the Israelite boys plundered what remained of the city, taking the women and livestock as 

their own! 

The Lord has promised to increase Jacob’s wealth and possessions until his people were like 

the stars in the sky. His sons certainly didn’t need to commit this dastardly deed to increase their 

wealth. Now maybe the plundering was an afterthought, but killing all the men still stands as a 

gross miscarriage of justice. Getting justice for Dinah is one thing, doing what they did is another 

altogether. 

I began to wonder how often I take ‘justice’ in my own hands or try to work out God’s future 

in my strength? 

Oh, how much I need forgiveness. The Scriptures often serve as a mirror reflecting back to 

me, my broken and sin-filled image. In a day and age not really constrained by laws, would I 

have been any better than Simeon and Levi outraged over the way their sister was treated???  

How many movies are built around the similar theme with just as much vigilante justice??… 

and I watch them and I root for the ‘hero’ vigilante… As I said, I am likely no better than Levi 

and Simeon.  
Oh God, thank You for sending Jesus as Savior. I certainly need saving. Thank you for this reminder on the eve 

of celebrating Your day tomorrow when with vitality we can sing of forgiveness and enter into it through corporate 
confession. Amen and Amen.  

 

 

Sunday, March 15, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


