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My read through Genesis has been facinating for me. I hope you have been touched by 

the Lord in Genesis as well. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, March 2: Genesis 23 – True inheritance from the Lord… 

The only land Abraham ever owned in the Promised Land was this property he bought to 

bury Sarah. As I think about this I wonder, was ownership of the land God’s goal anyway? For 

Abraham it appears not. His heirs, yes, God brought them into the Promised Land but for 

Abraham it seems God’s plan was for him to walk by faith and learn to live in relationship with 

the Lord. 

I went back and looked at God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:2-3: “I will make you 

into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 

I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth 

will be blessed through you.” None of this was fully realized during Abraham’s life, although the 

first sprouts of God’s promises were beginning to push through the soil. 

My sense is that Abraham was not distraught about what God did through his life. Abraham 

had his eyes on his connection with the Lord, not personal accolades or earthly treasurers.  

I look back over what I just typed and realized there is my kernal of truth for today. I need to 

keep my eyes on my connection with the Lord and not personal accolades or accumulation of 

temporal stuff... possessions, power, prestige, etc. 

The writer to the Hebrews reminds us 

Hebrews 12:1b-2a: And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our 

eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. I find the image of fixing our eyes on Jesus to 

be a helpful image. 

A couple of weeks ago I attended my denomination’s national gathering. Ruth Haley Barton 

was one of the plenary speakers. She spoke on the life of Moses and mentioned (I am 

remembering and paraphrasing) that Moses never entered the Promised Land but was allowed a 

glimpse of it. Her take was that over the course of his life Moses had learned that being with God 

was his true blessing not necessarily entering the Promised Land. So it was okay for Moses to die 

before entering the Promised Land because Moses had received his true inheritance... connection 

and intimacy with the Lord God Almighty. 

I suspect that was true for Abraham too. And my prayer is that it will be true of me too. 
Oh, Lord God, may I treasure You and my connection with You above all else. May I be faithful to You and 

live with whatever You grant, believing that a relationship with You is the best gift ever!!!! Amen and amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, March: Genesis 24 – Prayer… 

I cannot fully comprehend the customs followed in this chapter. Choosing a wife for a son, a 

young woman willing to leave her family within 24 hours to marry a man she has never met and 

so on. Often when I read history –the Bible or other history –there are customs and habits of 

times gone by that do not resonate with me as a 21
st
 century person.  



Even when some historical oddity doesn’t resonate, I try not to let it undermine my deepest 

desire that through Scripture the Lord would speak a word to me.  

As I was reading God’s Word day I noticed how Abraham’s servant ‘baptized’ his mission to 

find a son for Isaac in prayer. 

He left immediately for Abraham’s land of origin as his master directed him. We learn 

nothing about his actual journey. The account picked up as he entered his master’s former home 

town. Then the servant left, taking with him ten of his master’s camels loaded with all kinds of 

good things from his master. He set out for Aram Naharaim and made his way to the town of 

Nahor. He had the camels kneel down near the well outside the town; it was toward evening, the 

time the women go out to draw water. Then he prayed, “LORD, God of my master Abraham, 

make me successful today, and show kindness to my master Abraham (10-12). The first thing the 

servant did upon disembarking from his camel was to pray, seeking God’s blessings for the trip. 

He was even so bold as to ask God for a sign –a way to know which woman the Lord was 

leading him to for Isaac. 

My sense is that the pray is an outgrowth of his belief in the Lord and the Lord’s leading to 

find a wife for Isaac. Prayer appears is a natural manner of life for the servant and if it is, he has 

learned this from Abraham. 

Then after the Lord gave him success, the servant’s response was to give God thanks. Then 

the man bowed down and worshiped the LORD (26)... Basically the servant bracketed his 

mission in prayer. 

Prayer has many forms, petition, request, intercession (praying for others), confession, 

thanksgiving, etc. Prayer after all is simply talking with God. And that’s what the servant did 

throughout his mission for Abraham. 

I feel as if the Lord is reminding me to bathe and baptize my day’s endeavors in prayer. Pray 

for the things I have to do, asking God’s help to do them for His glory.  Then I remember to 

thank and bless the Lord when He answers my prayers and leads me to do His will. 

This is a good reminder for any day... and one I will seek to live out today and by God’s 

grace all of my todays. 
Lord, I have a full day today. Meetings, teachings, classes, etc. I need your help, presence and leading with each 

endeavor. Keep me aligned with Your will, doing what You desire rather than what I want. Then, Lord, as You are 
with me throughout the day, cause my heart to break forth in thankfulness for Your presence and leading. I pray this 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, March 4: Genesis 25 – How human we are…  
Conniving and impulsive are two words that come to mind to describe Jacob and Esau. How 

very human those traits are. 

Esau is impulsive. Hungry after a long day in the wild he comes home and is greeted by the 

savory aroma of a stew Jacob has been cooking. The aroma intensifies his need for food and he 

begs for a bowl of stew. “Quick, let me have some of that red stew! I’m famished!” (30b). 

Jacob is conniving. When he sees or finds or stumbles upon an opening he runs head long 

through it. When Esau begs for food, rather than being gracious and magnanimous, Jacob jumps 

on the chance to profit off his brother’s bartering for  birthright as firstborn. Jacob replied, “First 

sell me your birthright” (31).  

The impulsive Esau agrees, giving away his birthright for a bowl of stew. The narrative goes 

on to say, So Esau despised his birthright (34c). 



I found myself pondering how human traits and ‘instincts’ can get us into trouble when 

allowed to roam free. 

Those of us who are naturally verbal must learn to bridal our tongues. Those of us who are 

naturally virile and sexual must learn to bridal our loins. Some of us need only one drink to have 

alcohol take over. Anger, lust, greed, blaming others... the list of natural affects that can rule life 

is long. 

One aspect of my life in Jesus is surrendering to the Lord my natural traits and by His grace 

and the indwelling work of the Holy Spirit learning to submit these natural tendencies to the 

Lord. The next step of discipleship is putting one Christ’s characteristics expressed so well in 

Galatians 5:22-23: But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
Lord God, I need Your help every day to move toward maturity. Every day I must surrender my naturalness and 

pick up and put on Your character. I cannot do this on my own, Send Your Holy Spirit to guide and empower me to 
live for You. I pray this through Jesus, my Savior’s name. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday, March 5: Genesis 26 – The sins of the fathers … 

The entire Isaac/Rebekah, sister not wife, incident is eerily similar to Abraham/Sarah 

incident from a few chapters ago. In fact both involved a King Abimelek –same name not the 

same person. This repeat of history prompted me to ponder how the sins of the fathers can often 

be seen in the sons. 

We learn so many life-behaviors from our families, some good, some neutral, some bad. I 

wish the bad things didn’t translate as easily as they do… but such is life. 

Watching Isaac commit the same sin of lying that his father did was like holding a mirror up 

before my eyes. I see some of the sin-filled traits from my father in my life. This is a pretty 

uncomfortable time. 

The sins of the fathers are often found in the lives of the sons… 
Oh, God, the mirror of Your Word can be difficult to peer into some days. Lord God, I need Your help to get 

over and get past some of those negative generational traits I carry that lived in my family of origin. I pray not only for 
forgiveness but also to be trained by the Holy Spirit to grow stronger that I may defeat those generational sins that You 

are bringing to mind. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.   

 

 

Friday, March 6: Genesis 27 – Heroes of the faith and not always heroic!… 

I read this chapter and I don’t know what to think. Jacob was a conniving cheat. Esau’s 

impulsiveness was a major factor losing his birthright. Although honestly, if Jacob was a better 

person he would not have seized the moment and boondoggled Esau out of his birthright.  

Today’s narrative however is blatant thievery of Esau’s blessing by Jacob. To add insult to 

injury, Jacob is following his mother’s orders… Jacob is a conniving, thieving momma’s boy! 

Still Jacob is God’s chosen instrument and the namesake for God’s people, the nation of 

Israel. Over and over I am amazed how very flawed are the people God uses to bring about His 

will and salvation history. 

Moses and David were murderers. Sampson and Solomon were womanizers. Gideon and 

Jonah were fearful. Scripture preserves the blemished records of God’s people for everyone to 

read. Some seem to mature as they age, others don’t. Like I said, the people of the Bible are very 

human… still God uses them as part His salvation story. 

Heroes of the faith are not always heroic! 



While this troubles me often, it also helps me understand that God can and does use me as 

flawed as I am.  

I don’t have to be perfect to be God’s son. I don’t have to be perfect to be useful to God in 

helping advance His reign in the world. 

This doesn’t mean I don’t care about living rightly before God. It simply means that even 

though I mess up, God can and still uses me for His glory. 

I remain humbled that God uses me for His glory… 
Lord, I do not have words tonight to adequately give You thanks for using the likes of me to be an ambassador 

for You. I am blessed Lord. Yes, I am blessed to be Your son and Your ambassador. Through Jesus I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, March 7: Genesis 28 – What a gift it is to know one is loved … 

Because the narrative about Jacob’s vision is so important that is where I most often focus. 

But today was different. As I was reading Esau’s desperate attempt to gain his father’s attention, 

demanded my attention. So after completing the chapter I returned to verses 6-9. 

Now Esau learned that Isaac had blessed Jacob and had sent him to Paddan Aram to take a 

wife from there, and that when he blessed him he commanded him, “Do not marry a Canaanite 

woman,” and that Jacob had obeyed his father and mother and had gone to Paddan Aram. Esau 

then realized how displeasing the Canaanite women were to his father Isaac; so he went to 

Ishmael and married Mahalath, the sister of Nebaioth and daughter of Ishmael son of Abraham, 

in addition to the wives he already had. 

At the end of chapter 26 we learn that Esau at age 40 took to Hittite women as wives. Then 

we are told that they were a source of grief to Isaac and Rebekah (26:35). This notation came 

between Jacob’s swindling Esau out of his birthright and Jacob’s theft of Esau’s blessing. 

At this point Esau must have been frantic to get back into his father’s good graces. After all 

he was Isaac’s favorite child (25:28). What does he do? He marries a granddaughter of Abraham, 

a child through Ishmael. How desperate Esau was for his father’s love and attention. 

I was blessed. Though certainly not perfect, my Dad loved me and never required me to jump 

through hoops to show my love for him. Dad was quiet but I knew I was loved. 

What a gift it is to know one is loved and to not have to earn that love. Because when you 

have to earn love, you can easily lose being loved. Earned love creates a tenuous relationship. 

That’s where Esau lived... right smack in the middle of a tenuous relationship with his father.  

As I write this, my thoughts springboard to my (our) relationship with the Lord. With the 

Lord I never have to worry about earning God’s love... it is constantly present in my life. The 

only attribute ascribed directly to the Lord is Love. God is love (1John 4:16) we are told in the 

pages of Scripture. And I have certainly found this to be true in my life. Not only is God love but 

also God loved us first (1John 4:10).  

Isaac was an imperfect father in many ways. What he wasn’t, God is and today I am realizing 

a new how blessed I am to know the Lord God Almighty as Father... the perfect loving Father... 
Abba Father, I am so blessed to be called Your son. Faith in Jesus has opened my life to the wonders of knowing 

You. And for this I am eternally grateful... Thank You, Lord. Bless You, Lord. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Sunday, March 8, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 



If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


