
The Weekly Word 
February 24-March 1, 2020 

 

Welcome to LENT and the month of March. This week we continue our walk with the 

Patriarch Abraham. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, February 24: Genesis 17 – New destinies and new callings… 

Listening to God change Abram’s name sparked my thinking. No longer will you be called 

Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations (5). 

According to commentaries, Abram was a fairly common name in those days. It meant 

“exalted father” or “my father is exalted.” To Abram’s father, Terah, it probably meant “my 

[divine] father is exalted,” referring to some heathen god as his “father.”  

With the promise God makes with Abram, to become the father of many nations, God 

decides to change Abram’s name to Abraham, which means “father of a multitude.”  

Names in the Old Testament were much more important than they are today. For us names 

are a label we go by; in the OT names expressed a person’s character and destiny, at least as far 

the parents perceive them. However, Abram’s new name, Abraham, is even more than that. The 

name Abraham declared God’s purpose and covenant with Abraham. One commentary notes that 

the new name is “a divinely guaranteed statement about Abraham’s identity and future destiny. 

His very name guaranteed that he would father many nations.**” 

God hasn’t given me a new name, but God has adopted me into His family as His son. I am 

an heir with Jesus, the one and only Son of God! Additionally, Jesus calls me friend. 

Heir and friend... they might not be new names but they do speak of new destinies and new 

callings. And for this I am forever grateful. 
Thank You, Lord God, for adopting me and calling me Your son and allowing me to call You Abba, Daddy. I 

pray this in the name of my Lord, Savior and Friend, Jesus. Amen. 

 

**Word Biblical Commentary - World Biblical Commentary – Genesis: Volumes 1, 2. 

 

 

Tuesday, February 25: Genesis 18 – Hospitality… 

The hospitality that Abraham showed the three visitors caused me to pause. I decided I would 

spend my time with the Lord in this aspect of chapter 18. 

The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the 

entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. Abraham looked up and saw three men standing 

nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low 

to the ground. He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. 

Let a little water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree. Let me 

get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you have 

come to your servant.” “Very well,” they answered, “do as you say” (1-5).  

I notice that everything takes place during the heat of the day (1). Travel in ancient Israel was 

difficult at any time of the day, but when the sun was high and the heat was blaring, travel was 

particularly wearisome. Typical posture during the heat of the day was rest. As Abraham was 



resting, he spied three travelers and he immediately went to them and invited them to rest and be 

refreshed… a cool drink, feet washed and a meal prepared. 

How gracious and hospital Abraham hurried to meet them. Other translations say he ran to 

greet them (ESV, Message). His sense of hospitality was immediate propelling him into action. 

Here’s the rub for me… my hospitality often is not immediate or action propelling. I’m not a 

scrooge or a curmudgeon, but I am not anywhere close to Abraham’s gracious caring 

personhood. I am sitting here wondering if God is nudging me to open up and give myself away 

more. This is not easy for a planner and introvert. I have never been accused of spontaneity . 

Likewise, my generosity tends to be planned and considered, rarely spur-of-the-moment.  

So, I am sitting here with the Lord listening and trusting that God will lead me to the changes 

He desires I should make.  
Lord, open my heart to the needs of others. Help me to see more clearly all You have given me and to be open 

handed with Your provision for people in need. Through Jesus I pray. Amen.  

 

Note… It seems that this account is a Biblical example of the admonition from the writer of 

Hebrews 13:2, Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have 

shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. 

 

 

Wednesday, February 26: Genesis 19 – A messed up world…  
This chapter from beginning to end is troubling. The wickedness of the men of Sodom. Lot’s 

willingness to offer his daughters to be sexually assaulted instead of the visitors. The sons-in-law 

refusal to leave the city. Lot’s wife tarrying behind and looking back becoming a pillar of salt. 

The daughters getting father Lot drunk on two occasions so they can have sex with him to 

preserve their family line. Honestly from beginning to end this chapter is ripe with sin and 

disappointments. I really don’t know what to make of it. 

Lot certainly was far from perfect, still God’s love for Abraham saved Lot and his family… 

at least those who wanted saving. The sons-in-law flat out refused to leave not believing Lot and 

obviously preferring to spend their time with the men of the town, which suggest what kind of 

men they were. And Lot’s wife apparently didn’t want to leave; her looking back seems to 

indicate that her heart was still back there in Sodom. It was not a “what’s happening” curiosity 

glance but a longing for her home and a direct disobedience of the Lord’s instructions. 

The picture painted in ‘chapter 19 is of a ‘messed up’ world. Sin was having a field day…  

Back then, as today, the world needs a Savior, someone who can point us in the right 

direction –toward God. In addition to knowing the way of God we need a new heart so that we 

can live as God would have us live. Clearly humanity on its own is incapable of living a ‘God 

fearing’ life. 

As a human being I am just as capable of sin and debauchery as any person in this chapter. 

Only by the grace of God can I seek the Lord and live for Him. To the end of following Jesus, I 

am thankful for God’s gift of the indwelling Holy Spirit who can lead me in the way and 

teaching of Jesus. 
Lord God, it is frightening to read a chapter like this one, so full of human depravity. My only hope is Jesus… 

my Savior and my Lord. Amen.  

 

 

Thursday, February 27: Genesis 20 – Spiritual blind spots… 



When I pause to consider this story in its context it is yet another head-scratcher. The 

baseline account is Abraham and Sarah lie about their relationship saying they are brother and 

sister rather than husband and wife. This is the second time they have done this. The king saw 

Sarah and took her home to be his wife. But God intervened before sexual relations happened 

and so on. 

The context makes this account even stranger. Sarah is old, about 90 years old! And if that 

isn’t enough, she is almost certainly pregnant. In chapter 18 Abraham and Sarah are told they 

will have a son within a year and chapter 21 opens with the birth of Isaac. 

I am sitting here trying to make sense of all of this. Questions abound: 

What’s the deal with Abraham’s deep-seated fear that someone woud kill him so they could 

have his wife? 

Why was Sarah so willing to be complicit in the rouse? 

What was King Abimelek’s interest in a 90 year old woman… who before the prophecy 

about a son was said to be beyond child bearing years?  

Is it all about power and control? Because I can do something I will. Because I can have this 

old lady I will? Because I am stronger than Abraham I will enforce my will in this way? 

Are people so depraved that anything goes? 

Abraham, this mighty man of faith, who rescued his nephew against all odds, who moved 

away from family and to a new land at the direction of God? Of whom it says he believed God 

and it was credited to him as righteousness. Who argued with the Lord over the destruction of a 

town? This man was fearful to die because someone wanted his wife??? 

Given this is the second time Abraham and Sarah stage this same lie it pushes me to wonder 

about besetting sins, areas of my life where I am blind to the Lord and fall over and over again 

into similar sins. 

This fear of death, is it Abraham’s Achilles heel spiritually speaking? Do I have a spiritual 

Achilles heel? 
What are my blind spots?…  
Lord, what are my blind spots? What are the areas where I am faithless? If I am going to grow and mature then 

I need to recognize them and face them by Your strength and leading. 
Help me, Lord Jesus. Help me, Holy Spirit. Help me, Father. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Friday, February 28: Genesis 21 – Relationships are tricky… 

Life is complicated and dealing with other people is rarely simple. Much of life and a great 

deal of interpersonal interactions lies beneath the surface… interpersonal histories, family of 

origin stuff, etc. etc. 

Two primary sections of today’s chapter reveal how complicated interpersonal relations can 

be. 

Sarah and Hagar… these two women have not been on solid ground since chapter 16. When 

Hagar became pregnant with Abram’s son a rift opened. And now 12-15 years later Sarah had 

her own son, now the rift tore. Sarah demands that Hagar and Ishmael be sent away. Jealousy, 

fears about lineage and estate matters and who knew what else culminated in banishing Hagar 

and Ishmael. 

The next section details an issue between Abraham and Abimelek. Yes, the same Abimelek 

from the last chapter. I can only assume the issues injected from the Sarah as sister/wife debacle 

were not far below the surface. Add to that situation the fact that you had two strong leaders with 



large holdings in near proximity and turf wars were bound to spring up between them. And they 

did. 

Life is complicated. Interpersonal relationships are complicated.  

One story ends in a tear, a severing of relationship and the second in a treaty. Again, life is 

like that. Sometimes amiable solutions can be found, other times unfortunately no. And since 

multiple parties are involved good actions by one party do not always lead to a healing of the rift. 

As I ponder all of this, I am reminded of Romans 12:18, If it is possible, as far as it depends 

on you, live at peace with everyone.   

I have been instructed and taken comfort in this verse often. 

Instructed… as far as it depends on you, live at peace … I am only responsible for my 

actions. My actions should be to live peaceably with others, all others, those who like me and 

those who don’t. This is easier to write than to live. I fail often and MUST rely on God within 

me for the strength to live peaceably with many others. As hard as this can be it is a good word 

from the Lord. 

Comfort… If it is possible…. It is not always possible. The other party can block peaceable 

living. And even if the other party blocks reconciliation I can to the best of my God-infused 

ability to live and act peaceably toward the other person. 

Relationships are tricky but in Christ I can strive for peaceable living… 
Lord, as I scan the various relationships of my life, I pray blessing upon them. That I, and we, may live in 

harmony.  And when issues arise, I pray for the strength to approach them honorably and truthfully so that peace may 
be regained. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, February 29: Genesis 22 – Reflections of Jesus… 

Almost immediately as I was reading, I began seeing reflections or foreshadowing’s of Jesus 

in the account of Abraham and Isaac.  

Your only son (2 & 16): Not only is Jesus the son of God, but in John 1:14 Jesus is referred to 

as the one and only son.  

The third day (4): it is hard to miss the third day reference… as Jesus was raised on the third 

day. 

Isaac carried the wood for the altar (6): Isaac carried the wood, the instrument of his sacrifice 

even as Jesus carried His cross. 

God himself will provide the lamb (8): Abraham’s declaration didn’t specifically come true 

on Mount Moriah. That day Abraham found a ram (not a lamb) in the thicket. Yes, the ram 

became Abraham and Isaac’s sacrifice; Jesus, the Lamb of God, became the final and ultimate 

fulfillment of this passage and God’s redemptive history.  

Through your offspring (seed) all the nations of the earth will be blessed (18): this one is a 

bit more obscure. Paul notes in Galatians 3:16 that the promise was through Abraham’s seed. 

The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” 

meaning many people, but “and to your seed,” meaning one person, who is Christ.  

All of these references to Jesus in this chapter of the first book of the Bible naturally causes 

me to focus on Jesus, the pioneer and perfector of [our] faith (Hebrews 12:2). And what a 

delight it is to consider Jesus on this eve of the first Lord ’s Day of Lent this year. 
Oh Jesus, thank You for Your sacrifice, Your gift of love and redemption. As I move through these 40 days 

leading up to Easter, instill in me a deepening love for You, the Father and the Spirit. I pray in Your name. Amen.  

 

 



Sunday, March 1, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope Website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


