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Somehow time has gone and we are nearing the end of February. You have been with us 

all year. Continue to teach us through Genesis, I pray. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, February 17: Genesis 11 – Human potential … 

How great is collective human potential?  

Significantly great according to Genesis 11. But the LORD came down to see the city and the 

tower the people were building. The LORD said, “If as one people speaking the same language 

they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them (5-6).  

I have never honestly processed this statement by the Lord. The Lord saw what humanity 

was doing together in the plain of Shinar and garbled our language to disrupt our ability to work 

together.  

What that says about collective human potential is astounding. This comment from the Lord 

makes the fact that we don’t get along –especially within language groups –all the more 

devastating. What could the people of the United States of America do if we truly worked 

together?  

Now before I get all excited about our collective human potential, I need to temper the good 

with potential bad. Sin is still crouching at the door of every heart so collectively we have 

incredible potential for good or for bad. 

Holding the good and evil possibilities at bay, reading this passage fills me with some 

significant disappointment. Oh, what good we could do together if we only were able to work 

together. But we don’t or we can’t… 

This is yet one more ravaging aspect of sin! It block us from one another and washes away 

the good we could do if we put our minds and hearts and labors toward a good end! 

This is all the more true for those of us who are redeemed and are a new creation in God. Oh, 

what we could do if we surrendered and followed God’s leading and will! 
Lord, reading this first book of the Bible, over and over again, the devastating effects of sin continue to mount. It 

seems with every page I see more clearly the devastating effects of Adam and Eve’s bite of that fruit in the garden. 
Lord God, this makes me long all the more for Your restored kingdom… Come, Lord Jesus, come. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, February 18: Genesis 12 – A multitude no one could count … 

The good or the bad… I wondered whether to ponder the good part in the text –God’s 

promise to Abram –or the bad part in the text –Abram’s deceit in Egypt. The good won…. It 

seems like much of my ponderings lately have been about the effects of sin on human history so 

far in my reading of Genesis. 

God speaking to Abram said, “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will 

make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever 

curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you” (2-3). 

It is wonderful to read how Abram will be blessed, however, it is God’s final word about 

blessing that is the game changer. and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you. 



Sitting here today I am part of God’s family because of that blessing. I am part of the all 

peoples blessed through Abram. Every person who has faith in the Lord is part of God’s blessing 

promised through Abram. 

Every person I tell about Jesus and who enters God’s kingdom is part of this blessing, too! 

And this will be true until Jesus returns and ushers in God’s new kingdom for eternity. And then 

throughout eternity I will be among those who fulfill this promise made to Abram. Wow, the 

promises of God being fulfilled all around me… 

My thoughts slide to Revelations 7:9-10: After this I looked, and there before me was a great 

multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing 

before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm 

branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who 

sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”  

A multitude no one could count… such is the fulfillment of this Word that we are seeing 

grow to fruition even as I write. 

God be praised… Alleluia. Our God keeps His Word! 
Praise You, Father.  Praise You, Jesus.  Praise You, Holy Spirit… Great and Mighty God. Keeper of Your 

Word… praise You, Lord God. Praise You. Amen.  

 

 

Wednesday, February 19: Genesis 13 – Reading between the lines…  
The text doesn’t say what went one in Abram’s mind, but he certainly made a magnanimous 

offer to Lot, giving Lot the option to choose his grazing land first. Honestly, it was a no brainer 

for Lot to choose the land that bordered the Jordan River… naturally blessed with water. What 

shepherd given a choice wouldn’t choose that land?  

I’m sure that Abram could have guessed that, too. Still he gave Lot the choice and he would 

go in the other direction. 

I wonder if Abram was able to do this because he knew that the Lord would bless him 

wherever he went??? I cannot say this for certain, but it seems reasonable. Abram had seen the 

Lord’s hand of blessing for many years, so I’m sure he had faith to believe God would be with 

him this one more time. And, of course, God came through. God always keeps His Word. 

I began thinking about the many, many times God has shown Himself faithful in my life… 

and I pray that like Abram, I can and will witness to God’s faithfulness with magnanimous 

living, trusting in God’s sovereign hand to be with me.  
Lord, You have been so good and so faithful. I bless You and thank You. And I pray that my faith and trust in 

You continues to grow stronger year upon year. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday, February 20: Genesis 14 – A big heart… 

I often think of Abram as a faithful person. Today I realize how big his heart is toward family 

and the Lord. 

Toward family… Abram risks everything to save his nephew, Lot. Rounding up all his able 

bodied men they pursue the army that kidnapped Lot and his family. This was a HUGE gamble. 

If he lost the fight for Lot he could have lost everything because there would be no one else to 

defend his family and property. Still Abram went, propelled by love for Lot. Abram was a man 

with a big heart toward his family. 



Toward God… Abram wins the battles and gives a tithe of his spoils to Melchizedek. Abram 

was not propelled by law or duty… it was pure thankfulness and love for God who gave him the 

victory. His heart overflowed toward the Lord.  

Abram’s big heart is causing me to wonder how big my heart is toward family/friends and 

toward the Lord. What would I do to help and protect family and to rescue them from trial or 

turmoil? And for Abram, Lot isn’t immediate family but family once removed…  

And how big is my heart toward God… do I give based on law or love? Do I serve based on 

love or law?  
Lord, expand my heart, grow it as big as father Abram’s heart. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, February 21: Genesis 15 – God’s amazing covenant… 

The end of this chapter is one of the most poignant events of the Old Testament, maybe even 

in the whole of the Bible. 

As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came 

over him. Then the LORD said to him, “Know for certain that for four hundred years your 

descendants will be strangers in a country not their own and that they will be enslaved and 

mistreated there. But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come 

out with great possessions. You, however, will go to your ancestors in peace and be buried at a 

good old age. In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the 

Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.”  

When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch 

appeared and passed between the pieces. On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram… 

(12-18a)  

The image of the smoking firepot passing between the pieces of the cut sacrifices blows my 

mind. In the ancient world when two parties made a covenant an animal was sacrificed and cut in 

half and the lesser party walked between the animals.  In effect saying if I break my part of the 

covenant do to me what was done to this animal. 

But on this night God, the Almighty One, walked between the animal in the form of the 

smoking firepot, in effect saying, ‘If I do not keep My Word, this is my fate!’ Astounding! God 

bears all the weight for covenant fulfillment. 

As I said this is one of the most poignant events in the Bible, possibly second only to Jesus’ 

death on the cross, which is effectively God’s fulfillment… God, Himself in Jesus, took the 

penalty WE deserve!!!!! 

The grace, the wonder, the gift of God’s love and redemption never ceases to astound me… 
Oh, God, thank You, thank You, thank You for all You have done to save me, to save the world. I love You, 

Lord. I Love You. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, February 22: Genesis 16 – Learning faithfulness in waiting… 

Our human depravity never ceases to amaze and sadden me. In chapter 15 God promises to 

give Abram an heir, a seed of his own body.  

Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who is 

your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky 

and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 

offspring be.”  

Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness (Genesis 15:4-6).  



So, what do Abram and Sarai do? After Sarai doesn’t conceive for a while, they decide to go 

a human way by using Sarai’s servant as a surrogate. In other words, they give up on the plain 

sense of God’s promise and create a human way to fulfill God’s plan… YIKES. 

How often do we do things like this? 

God shows us a way to go, but then we decide we have to do it through our BEST (?) 

wisdom rather than following the way God shows us.  

I notice that Abram and Sarai make this decision after waiting a while. We can be so 

impatient. We want everything NOW. And when they couldn’t conceive they devised a plan B. 

Waiting is not my strength either, so this passage convicts me. When I pray I want God to act 

NOW. When God gives me a direction I love and when change happens quickly, but wonder 

when things don’t go according to my timeline…  

When I am waiting for God to act, I am susceptible to getting impatient and devise my best 

route rather than waiting on the Lord… 
Lord, God, help me… Teach me to listen, Lord, and then to live in YOUR time. Teach me to run when You 

say run and to wait when You say wait. And Lord, I admit I am better at running than waiting… but I surrender 
to Your will now and I will pray always. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Sunday, February 23, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope Website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


