
The Weekly Word 
February 10-16, 2020 

 

Welcome to February and the week of Valentine’s Day. As you read the scriptures this 

week remember how much God loves you. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, February 10: Genesis 5 – Sin is always crouching at my door… 

Chapter five is one of the genealogy chapters in the Bible. Not particularly exciting. But it is 

in the Bible so it deserves my attention... 

The ages are extraordinary by present day standards and this creates some head scratching for 

me. But there is no good reason why this can’t be. 

The narrative is obviously building toward Noah. I found Lamech’s reason for Noah’s name 

intriguing. He named him Noah and said, “He will comfort us in the labor and painful toil of our 

hands caused by the ground the LORD has cursed.” (29). 

Noah certainly was a blessing... far more so than Lamech could possibly have known. 

I also find it fascinating how well the generations are passing along the truth that God cursed 

the ground. I can only assume that they also know that God cursed the ground because of Adam 

and Eve’s sin. The Lord has punished humanity for rebellion... refusing to honor God through 

obedience and defiantly reaching for what they were told they could not have. 

We humans have been doing this ever since. 

Sin is always crouching at my door. I have to be constantly wary of sins’ evil and subversive 

attempts to trip me up. 
Lord God, forgive my sins as I forgive the sins of others... In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, February 11: Genesis 6 – How quickly things can spiral down… 

It is always a little frustrating how easily things seem to spiral down but how difficult they 

are to spiral up. Here’s what I am thinking about. It takes months of hard word in a gym to 

improve physical health and ‘get in shape.’ But in only a couple of weeks laid up by illness and 

injury, muscles atrophy while cardiovascular ability declines. And these declines happen much 

quicker that it takes to improve. In a meeting a first lone negative voice about an initiative is 

much more detrimental to the outcome than an initial positive voice. The law of Entropy says 

that everything is moving toward randomness. Decay happens naturally across the spectrum of 

life. 

I don’t mean to be a Debbie Downer, but reality is reality. 

What we read in the Bible is an accelerating spiral down of humanity. We are only in chapter 

6, yet we read: The LORD saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the 

earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time (5). 

The end of this verse includes the problem; very inclination of the thoughts of the human 

heart was only evil all the time. Whether this is meant to be 100% factual or includes some 

hyperbole the point is clear. People have a bent toward evil. I read this to mean that people have 

a bent toward personal selfish promotion at the expense of others. 



I know I battle this all the time. It is so much easier, for example, to add to my ‘need’ list 

than it is to add to my ‘give-away-generosity-toward-others’ list. 

This exposes the constant battle I have within myself to live selflessly, in ways that would 

make the Lord delight and smile. Ugh. Living well is a never ending battle. 

On the flip side I see in this account God’s bent toward mercy... Noah and the ark carries a 

message of divine salvation. God could have just spoke destruction as He did creation. Instead 

God chose a response that includes care, love and grace... 

How large the gulf between God and me. How thankful I am for the Lord’s love and care. 
Lord, You are wonderful –full of wonder. You surprise and bless. You love and care. You offer grace upon grace.  

You invite us into a connected relationship with You. Blessed by the name of the Lord. Amen and amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, February 12: Genesis 7 – Building my life on the faithfulness of others…  
The story of Noah’s obedience is told matter of factly. I wondered if Noah wrestled with 

God’s command to build and enter the ark or if he simply obeyed. Then I thought, ‘does it 

matter?’ Jesus told the parable about two sons. One said ‘Yes I’ll do it, dad’, but didn’t. The 

second initially said ‘No’ but then changed his mind and did what his father asked. The latter 

was the faithful one. So, whether Noah wrestled or not he did what God commanded. Verse 5: 

And Noah did all that the LORD commanded him.  

And what Noah did was outlandish to say the least. Build an ark. Collect pairs of every 

animal. Comedians are correct, the neighbors certainly talked behind his back and probably to 

his face. What are you doing, Noah??? 

Still, And Noah did all that the LORD commanded him. 

I found myself wondering what was the most outlandish thing God has asked me to do? Then 

I pondered how I came to do it. 

First thought, my trips to Nigeria to teach. As I consider that, the decision it felt very natural. 

Aside from seeking approval of my elders, I don’t think I had any huge wrestling. I believed God 

had opened a door and wanted me to walk through it. I know many other people were far more 

concerned about those trips and my safety than I ever was. 

Another thought, letting my 16-year-old daughter travel to Nigeria alone one summer. Again, 

many people thought this qualified as an outlandish following of the Lord. Yet, this too seemed 

like the correct thing to do, given all the circumstances. I know people thought we were nuts, but 

it just felt right. 

I am wondering if Noah felt like this. This is what God wants so I will do it, no biggie. 

Most of the time in my life following the Lord has seemed natural and normal. This is not to 

say that I am perfect. When I struggle, most often, I finally settled on the fact that God is God 

and I am not so God calls the shots. For me smaller decisions have been far more difficult than 

larger ones. This is something worth pondering… 

Thank you, Noah, for obeying the Lord. I wouldn’t be here if it were not for your 

faithfulness. 
Lord, thanking Noah reminds me that I have much to be grateful for from the saints across history who have 

lived faithfully and upon whose shoulders of faith and faith-filled actions I now build my faith.  
My hope and prayer, Lord, is that my faithfulness will become the foundation for others upon which they can 

build their faith in You. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Thursday, February 13: Genesis 8 – Learning thankfulness… 



What would I do when I was let out of the ark after having been in it for more than a year? I 

really don’t know. I might have run around and jumped for joy. I’m sure I would have loved 

breathing in the clean natural air, no longer filled with animal odors that certainly accumulated in 

the ark.  

The text says that the first thing Noah did was build an altar. Then Noah built an altar to the 

LORD and, taking some of all the clean animals and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on 

it (20).  According to the text this is the first thing that Noah does. 

This line causes me to wonder if I would have done a similar thing. Would one of my first 

thoughts have been to thank and praise the Lord for the wonder of saving me? I certainly hope 

so… 

This led me to consider how I am doing at cultivating a thankful lifestyle. 

Thankfulness is a learned behavior, and one that was not natural to me. My parents worked to 

instill thankfulness into my life, teaching me to say ‘thank you’. I am grateful for this training. 

I truly believe that thankfulness enlarges the human heart and that thankfulness begets more 

thankfulness. Learning to express my thanks to others and God opens my heart to see more 

things for which I am grateful and thankful. 

Noah was truly thankful for God’s salvation and he expressed that by building an altar and 

making an offering to the Lord. 

Oh, that my heart would overflow in thankfulness to the Lord for His salvation… for Jesus 

redeeming my life from the pit and cleansing me of all my sins by His death on the cross. 
Lord God, You no longer require altars and animal sacrifices to express our praise and thanks to You. So, I will 

lift up my voice in praise.  And as praise I will tell others of the wonder of Your love and salvation, hoping that my 
testimony and life might point people to faith in You. Praise You and thank You, Lord God, Father, Jesus, Holy 
Spirit. Amen and amen. 

 

 

Friday, February 14: Genesis 9 – Sin continues its rampage… 

There are no time indicators in today’s chapter, a number of years could have transpired 

since it generally takes years for a newly planted vineyard to produce grapes for harvest. Be that 

as it may, one of the first ‘new’ world stories shows that sin continues to plague humanity. 

In the snippet below a number of sins surface. When he drank some of its wine, he became 

drunk and lay uncovered inside his tent. Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father naked and 

told his two brothers outside (21-22). Drunkenness and lewdness scream from the text. 

It didn’t take long for sin to rear its ugly head, which only goes to confirm for me that the sin 

of Adam and Eve truly infected the entire human race. Even though God eliminated most of 

humanity, and therefore its ever increasing wickedness, sin still lay beneath the surface of the 

new start even in the soul of the righteous Noah and his family members. 

Sin is pervasive… lurking and waiting to pounce at any moment. I need to be constantly on 

my guard against sin’s impulses in my life… 
Lord, instruct me in how to spot the encroachment of sin in my life earlier and earlier. Also, Lord, teach me how 

to combat sin by standing strong in You, Lord. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Saturday, February 15: Genesis 10 – People Matter to the Lord… 

I am struggling with my devotion from this chapter today… a whole bunch of names and 

lineages following the sons of Noah. There is next to nothing for me to latch my soul onto today. 



I review the chapter a second, even a third time. Still nothing connects with me. (I hope 

people following my postings are having a better time connecting with the text devotionally than 

I am.) 

One thought I have is how much people matter to the Lord. People matter so much that God 

lists these genealogies so we know from where we came. It seems God also wants us to realize 

that we are all connected. Our connectedness surfaces in the Adam and Eve account and now 

again in Noah’s account. All people are from the same seed. No matter how different we may 

look or the different languages we may speak, we are of the same seed. We are all humans 

created by God. 

As Noah and his sons spread across the earth division grew between them. Those divisions 

continue to this day and if anything, they seem deepening in our present moment. 

As I think back over this chapter, it saddens me that though we started out as brothers and 

sisters we have gone our own way and turned our backs on people who like us were created in 

the image of God. 

A small smile creeps onto my face as I consider that in Jesus God makes us new creations. 

And God brings us back together in Christ where He eliminates the human barriers that so easily 

divide us.  

We, the people of God, are not doing a great job living into our new reality as one people in 

Christ. But at least God in us gives us the potential to mend fences and grow to appreciate the 

variety of humanity. 
Oh Lord, may it be so. Oh God, show us how to lay aside our differences so we can see the similarities that make 

us human. Oh God, help me to lay aside my prejudices so that I can see all others as brothers or sisters, sons and 
daughters of God. Help me, Lord. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.   

 

 

Sunday, February 16, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


