
The Weekly Word 
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Welcome to February everyone... as Matthew concludes we enter the world of God’s 

beginnings, Genesis. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, February 3: Matthew 27 – Double entendre… 

I found myself drawn to the sign Herod posted over Jesus’ head on the cross. Above his head 

they placed the written charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS (37).  

I imagined Pilate having this sign drawn up, thinking he was so bright. The Jews had put him 

in a situation he didn’t want to be in. He had to keep the peace, so he felt he had no choice but to 

crucify a man he thought innocent. The last thing he needed was a riot by the Jews. I don’t think 

Pilate was happy with how all this went down. 

One way he could get a little revenge on the Jews was the creation of this sign and hanging it 

above Jesus. THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS. From Pilate’s perspective, and likely 

most of the people who walked by as Jesus hung dying, this was a crafty put-down of the Jews. 

Taken at face value look what the mighty Romans did to the king, the leader, of the Jews. Rome 

humiliated him and therefore them. It is as if Pilate was reminding the Jews, you live a 

precarious life; don’t get too full of yourselves. If I want, if you annoy me, this is what I can do 

to you! You are nothing compared to the might of Rome. 

Stunningly that same sign, seen through the lens of the atoning death of Jesus, communicates 

something very different. It declares the true identity of the one hanging there. When seen 

through the lens of Isaiah 53 it declares that Jesus is the Messianic King! And we know from 

Revelation that when Jesus returns He will wear on His thighs His full title KING OF KINGS 

and LORD OF LORDS (see Revelation 19:6). 

Ah, the brilliance of God... to use a double entendre to communicate His designs and His 

will! 

Today I sit worshiping at the feet of the crucified Messiah, Jesus, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

I hope every reader of these pages worships Him, too.  
Bless You, Jesus, for enduring the pain, humiliation and spiritual separation of the cross and death to atone for 

my sins and the sins of the world. I’m forever grateful to the cross and to You. Amen and amen.  

 

 

Tuesday, February 4: Matthew 28 – Everyone everywhere… 

After three years of teaching and miracles, after His arrest, trial, scourging and crucifixion, 

the culmination is the empty tomb. Dead Jesus is miraculously raised back to life. Everything in 

Matthew’s gospel has been steadily flowing to this climax. In Matthew’s account when the 

disciples are finally reunited with their now resurrected rabbi, Jesus has one directive for them... 

make disciples of everyone everywhere, teach them obedience to everything I have taught you 

and baptize them in the name of your Triune God. 

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 



of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age (18-20).  

Everyone everywhere... the task they and we have been given is all encompassing. All 

nations means people everywhere throughout the world. The word translated nations is ‘ethne’, 

which may be more clearly translated as ‘all peoples.’ Jesus’ focus is not on national sovereign 

entities, i.e. nation states, but rather on the people groups that make up the worlds’ populations. 

Jesus’ charge is to make disciples of everyone everywhere... all nations, all peoples. Make Jesus 

known everywhere...  

Everything... Their call and ours is not simply to broadcast Jesus’ name but to make 

disciples... apprentices... people who know and who have internalized to the point of obedience 

everything Jesus taught. A huge task just got more complex. 

In God’s Triune name... And all of this is to be done in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. The understanding of our One God in three persons is anchored to 

our task. Complexity grows even more. 

I cannot be satisfied simply with “Jesus and me” faith. Somehow I must become a world 

touching (advancing, spreading, multiplying...) Christian. 

It is on this note that Matthew’s gospel ends and the task of the Church of Jesus begins... 
Lord, empower me. Lord, scrape the scum from my eyes that I might see Your world and orient my life and living 

to make disciples... everyone, everywhere, teaching everything in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit... Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, February 5: Genesis 1 - In the beginning God…  

The Bible opens in dramatic fashion. The first four words speak volumes, In the beginning 

God… (1). When time began there was only one thing, God. God is the source, the supplier, the 

designer, the architect, the engineer and the builder. God is all there was. In the beginning God… 

This is a faith statement. No one was present to verify this claim. The Bible makes it and 

readers must decide if they believe it or not. This is the claim of the Bible from its first words to 

its conclusion.  

In the beginning God… 

Verse 3 captures a second dramatic moment… And God said, “Let there be light,” and there 

was light. A word spoken by the Almighty rings through the darkness and light happens. I like 

the simplicity of Peterson’s translation, God spoke: "Light!" And light appeared. (MSG). One 

word uttered and light appears. 

The first word ever spoken in time and space and something is created, such is the 

awesomeness of God. God speaks and what God speaks comes into being! 

I have no paradigm for this. Anything I create takes time, energy, tools, and resources. But 

the record of Genesis is that God created with nothing and from nothing; simply by speaking 

God created. 

In three brief verses the almightiness, the power, the completely-beyond-human-

comprehension of God is recorded and demonstrated. 

Literally I am stopped in my tracks at the understanding of God that emerges in Genesis 1… 

Who am I that God would choose to reveal Himself to me??? 
Lord God, I am not worthy of this treasure, this knowing You. Still You have granted me this honor. I praise 

You and I bless You and I bow in worship and adoration of You. Through Jesus Christ, my Savior and Lord’s name 
I pray. Amen. 

 



 

Thursday, February 6: Genesis 2 – One day in seven… 

One day in seven. One day in seven for rest. What did God do on the seventh day? God 

rested. But what exactly did God do? No idea. We know He did not do any more creating. All it 

says is that God rested from all His work. By the seventh day God had finished the work he had 

been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. Then God blessed the seventh day 

and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done (2-3). 

Then later we are told that God blessed the seventh day and made it holy. At its core holy 

means to be set apart, i.e. it is different from all the other days. 

The seventh day is a day for rest from work. 

This seems like a gift. Why do we struggle so with the seventh day or Sabbath? Do we 

struggle because be don’t like being told what we ‘must’ do, even when the ‘must’ is something 

good for us? Do we struggle because we put all kinds of rules on the seventh day trying to define 

what it is we can and cannot do? 

At least in its Genesis 2 form the seventh day, the Sabbath, is for rest. I take this to mean that 

at the end of the day my mind, body and soul are more rested and rejuvenated than when the day 

began. So the questions I should be asking myself is what rests and rejuvenates my body, mind 

and soul. 

Body… physical rest, maybe sleeping in or taking a nap, a slower pace for the day giving my 

body time to heal and margin to breath. Maybe a bit more sitting around. Sometimes my week 

includes a great deal of sitting, so some activity on the seventh day is often good for my rest, but 

I have to be careful that the physical activity isn’t overly demanding and tiring on my body. 

Maybe just enough activity to help me rest… competitive sport is not restful and neither would a 

major home or garden improvement project. I have fond memories of days I sat in my garden 

with my wife and we did some light weeding as we talked and soaked up the vitamin E… just 

thinking out loud. Again at the end of the days like that my body feels more rested than when the 

day began. 

Mind… again I want my mind to be in a more restful state by days end than at the beginning. 

Nothing particularly mentally taxing. Playing some family games or some relaxing paced 

woodworking projects, reading a book, photographing some flora or fauna, or stargazing at 

night, any of these might be restful and rejuvenating for my mind. 

Soul… some deep connection with friends or loved ones, worship or praise, appreciating 

nature’s beauty, enjoying some art or cultural exhibit that stimulates things deep within. These 

are some things that would rest and rejuvenate my soul. 

If I think about a day for all of this, the Sabbath, keeping and setting the seventh day apart 

seems much more inviting… 
Thank You, Lord God, for giving us one day in seven for rest. God, help me to hold on to the benefits of the day 

and to weave it into my life. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, February 7: Genesis 3 – A very sad day… 

Possibly the worst chapter in the whole of the Bible, Genesis 3 changes the course of human 

history forever. Deception, blame, lying, and disobedience, all manner of sin, enter the world and 

corrupt life from that day forward. 

So many touch points...  

One aspect of the story that is glaring at me during this morning’s read is, “where is Adam”? 

God gives Adam the rules for living before Eve is created (2:16-17). This suggests that Adam is 



the one to transfer God’s intent to Eve. Apparently he does not do a good job with this transfer of 

God’s intent. 

As chapter 3 opens the serpent and Eve stand center stage. I found myself wondering where 

is Adam. Then in the dialogue Eve’s understanding of God’s rule goes beyond what God said in 

Genesis 2. Hence my comment that Adam didn’t do a good job transferring God’s intent to Eve. 

Eventually Eve takes a bite. Now we learn where Adam was, he was standing right there beside 

her! We know because Eve turns and gives Adam a bite. 

Where was Adam? He is right alongside Eve. He could have intervened at any moment, 

corrected Eve’s misstatements, or simply spoken to the serpent and told him, “NO, God told us 

NO”! But Adam did nothing until he finally acquiesced. This is worse than had he not been 

present.  

By now sin has clawed its hold upon both Adam and Eve and it begins to manifest in new 

and destructive ways, like blame. And so human history is set on its often sad trajectory.  

I circle back to the opening and Adam’s poor job of transferring God’s intent to Eve. I’m 

wondering how I have done and am doing transferring God’s intent compiled in His Word to my 

family and the generations of people I have pastored. 
Oh, Lord, all I can cry is ‘forgive me’... forgive me for my lack. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, February 8: Genesis 4 – The effects of sin… 

It was only yesterday that we read about sin entering the world through Adam and Eve’s 

eating of the forbidden fruit. Now today we begin to see the unraveling effects of sin on the 

fabric of human society.  

Jealousy and anger drive Cain to kill his only brother Abel. The ancestry tree grows quickly, 

stopping to discuss Cain’s great-great-great-grandson Lamech whose hubris and ego cause him 

to marry two women and boast about killing a man who wounded him. The catalogue of sins 

evident in humanity in these two accounts is quite long...  

How quickly life unravels when sin is crouching at the door.  

I feel like a mirror is being held up in front of me causing me to ask, “What sins are 

crouching at my door?” I am no better than Cain or Lamech, sin is rooted within me too.  

My only defense is trusting the Lordship of Jesus and listening to the Holy Spirit within 

whom the Father and Son have sent to live in me, to teach me and to guide me into all truth. 

On this eve of worship, I scan my life and hold it against the plumb line of Scripture asking 

God to forgive my sins and give me His strength to follow His will and way. 
Holy Spirit, guide me into deep knowing of the way of Jesus. Show and lead me to live in a manner that glorifies 

the Father and points others to Him. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Sunday, February 9, 2020 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 



If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


