
The Weekly Word 
January 27 – February 2, 2019 

 

Winter has settled in, like a warm fire God’s Word continues to warm my heart. Happy 

reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, January 27: Matthew 21- Will I willingly inconvenience my life to welcome 

Jesus?… 

I regularly read my Bible from my computer and in my Bible program I have many 

translations. When I opened to chapter 21 the title read A Royal Welcome. Those words 

surprised me. They were unexpected. I immediately recognized the story to follow was Jesus’ 

Triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  

Still the heading played its role; my mind was whirling. All of this happened in an instant. 

Then before I began reading I realized that the Message translation was open so I switched to 

the NIV, my preferred Bible translation and began to read. 

Still the title, A Royal Welcome, stayed with me as I read and beckoned me to ponder more. 

The Royal couple, Prince Harry and his wife Megan Markle, have been in the news quite a 

bit lately. This couple wants to step away from their royalty. They spent a long holiday in 

Canada and people speculate that they may be seeking to move there. Canadians, living in the 

area where they vacationed, seemed thrilled at the prospect of a move. There is an excitement 

when royals come to town; even royals that may be stepping down from their royal duties and 

titles. 

People were thrilled to welcome Jesus into town. People revered Jesus and they welcomed 

Him by waving palm branches and laying their coats before Him. They hailed Him with 

messianic titles and praise. 

A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from 

the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and those that 

followed shouted,  

“Hosanna to the Son of David!”  

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” (8-9). 

This truly is a Royal Welcome! 

Typing the phrase, a Royal Welcome, prompted a shift to the personal. Would I give Jesus a 

Royal Welcome if he came to my town? Would I stand outside by the road and cheer? Would I 

wave a flag or banner? Would I willingly inconvenience my life to welcome Jesus? 

Will I willingly inconvenience my life to welcome Jesus?...  
Oh God, I pray so... I pray that I will, with open arms and heart, welcome Jesus into my life and circle of activity 

and friendships. Oh Lord, I pray to be far more open and transparent about my faith and my love for Jesus, regardless 
of what people think or say. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Tuesday, January 28: Matthew 22 – Being ganged up upon… 



Have you ever had people gang up on you because of your faith? I cannot say that I have. 

Once years ago my boss shot me a snarky put down of my faith. As I recall I didn’t respond very 

well.  

As the cross looms closer, the religious leaders’ pressure on Jesus intensifies. Reading today 

I noticed how the leaders tag-team their attacks on Jesus. First one, then another and another. It 

almost feels like the attacks were orchestrated. 

Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. They sent their disciples 

to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are a man of integrity 

and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, 

because you pay no attention to who they are. Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to 

pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?” (15-17).  

As Jesus’ last words of defense exit His mouth we read: That same day the Sadducees, who 

say there is no resurrection, came to him with a question (23).  

Again as His answer wraps up, the Pharisees step up again. Hearing that Jesus had silenced 

the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this 

question: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” (34-36). 

The Pharisees, Herodians and Sadducees are all trying to land a knockout punch. 

They do not. Jesus deflected each verbal blow, answering with memorable lines that still 

resonate and teach. 

Wisdom... Jesus knew the scriptures and knew how to apply them. 

Inner strength... Jesus knew who He was and was not intimidated. 

Teaching... Jesus turned each question into an opportunity to teach the people listening in on 

the conversation 

Finally, Jesus shuts His attackers down with a question of His own that they couldn’t answer 

so they left Him alone (read 41-46). 

I am not Jesus but I can learn from Him.  

Know the Word... I cannot possibly be in the Word of God too much. A document written by 

church leaders says it well: The truth of Scripture is our defense against the influence of the 

world. 

Know who I am in Christ... Jesus knew His identity. The words the Father spoke to Him as 

He was baptized, centered and carried Jesus through His years of ministry. And a voice from 

heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). Do I 

know who I am in Christ? 

Neil Anderson compiled all the statements in the New Testament about who we are and how 

God sees us now that we are followers of Jesus. With Neil’s permission I have put all of these 

scriptures into a booklet. Reading it and meditating upon what God believes about us can be a 

powerful tool to help us learn our identity in Jesus. If you would like a copy of this work titled 

“Who I am in Christ” drop me an email and I will send you an e-copy.  

I am a different person than I was when my boss confronted me. My faith is deeper and more 

solid as is my understanding of my identity in Christ. I think I would respond very differently 

today than I did years ago. And by God’s grace and continued reading and study of scripture I 

would have more in my arsenal to respond more faithfully. 
Thank You, Lord God, for Your Word and for all the time I have spent in it. I still learn more and more each 

time I open Your Word. Thank You for the gift of Your Word. May I treasure it by continuing to apply myself to the 
reading and study of it. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 

 



Wednesday, January 29: Matthew 23- How to avoid the hypocrite label…  
This is an unpleasant chapter to read as Jesus rails against Pharisees and Teachers of the law. 

The multiple appearances of the words ‘hypocrites’ and ‘woe to you’ capture the negative nature 

of the chapter.  

I found the essence of Jesus’ rebuke captured in verse 25: Woe to you, teachers of the law 

and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full 

of greed and self-indulgence. 

Outward appearance verses inner reality... this captures Jesus’ prime rebuke. And it is 

applicable to me, you, anyone and everyone. 

It is much easier for me to ‘look’ the part and live it. I can give advice better than I can 

follow that same advice. My wife and I were talking about an extended family situation. What 

would be best is for two family members to sit and talk an issue through. Their best response was 

as plain as day to both of us. At almost the same moment in our conversation we both said to the 

effect, “It is easier to give this advice than follow it ourselves.” 

So what do I need to do to avoid becoming a hypocrite myself? Hmmm... 

1) Be honest with myself that I am prone to talking a better game than living it. 

2) Continually evaluate my living to the best of my ability, using scripture as my measuring 

stick. 

3) Develop friendships with people who can help hold me accountable. 

4)  Establish and keep short accounts with the Lord. 

I am sure there is more I could do, but these are a good start to avoid receiving a rebuke like the 

Pharisees and Teachers of the Law. 
Lord, I want to be honest and transparent before You yet I still hide. Forgive my weakness, my cover-ups, my 

hypocrisy and call me on it. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday, January 30: Matthew 24 – Sabbath keeping… 

How important was the Sabbath for Jews? VERY. 

My focus was drawn to verse 20, a verse I normally might cruise by without much attention. 

Jesus is prophesying the destruction of Jerusalem, smack in the middle of His words and 

warnings comes verse 20: Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath.  

It is easy to understand His call to pray that the destruction and their subsequent need to flee 

not happen in winter, when the weather is bad and travel much more arduous and dangerous. 

What grabbed my attention was the call to pray that it not happen on the Sabbath.   

Was Jesus really saying that the Sabbath law of traveling no more than about 100 yards is in 

effect? Maybe yes; maybe no. 

Jesus was speaking to the disciples and they were scrupulous in following the law (for 

example checkout Peter in Acts 10). So for them Sabbath had travel restrictions, period. And 

apparently those restrictions would not be violated even for personal safety and fleeing the 

destruction Jesus is describing that will come. That’s dedication to God’s law –even if their 

interpretation of the law might be a bit skewed. 

In some ways it reminds me of Peter, Paul and 1000’s of Christian martyrs who chose death 

over renouncing their faith in Jesus. It is an act of ultimate faith. 

Back to the text at hand, the Jews reverence for the Sabbath was commendable (to a point). 

And it serves to push me to consider my relationship with the Sabbath, which is not particularly 

regular or rigorous. 



Since I preach most Sundays I consider Monday my ‘Sabbath’ day. I do try to dial back my 

pace. My wife and I reserve the day from work as best we can. We generally begin the day 

leisurely and enjoy a long breakfast together… [rest and relationship two of three Sabbath Rs. 

The other R being renewal –spiritual renewal.] I think the Rs’ capture the spirit of Sabbathing. 

But after restful relational morning, Monday often morphs into a more normal ‘day off’. Maybe 

chores or errands, stuff like that. Pondering my Monday-Sabbath maybe I get a ‘C’ grade. 

I don’t want my Sabbath-keeping to become a series of rules I must check off like the first 

century Jews. Still I want to live into the life-giving gift of Sabbath as God intended it and Jesus 

proclaimed it. The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath (Mark 2:27).  

Sabbath is gift. Long before employers and masters gave days off, God said it is right and 

good for man and beast to rest one day out of seven. 

Well, as usual, I have much more growth to go if I want to move toward maturity. 
Lord God, thank You for Sabbath. Show me how to live Sabbath as You intended that it might be rejuvenating 

for me and connection for You and me. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, January 31: Matthew 25 – Be wise and be ready… 

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went 

out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took 

their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along 

with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and 

fell asleep.  

 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’  

“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps.  

The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ 

“ ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who 

sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 

 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who 

were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 

 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ 

 

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour (1-13).  

Today’s chapter is a continuation of Jesus privately discussing with His disciples matters 

connected to the end of the age (see Matthew 24:3). Three teachings dominate today’s chapter. It 

seemed to me that in the past I tended to concentrate on the last two so today I purposefully 

decided to ponder the first, the parable of the wise and foolish virgins. 

As I read I find myself having an internal debate about specifics that completely eliminates 

hearing the parable for itself. I want the wise virgins to share oil, because isn’t that what God 

would have us do… give to people in need?! As I think about it maybe not. Paul after all does 

advice, For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “The one who is unwilling to 

work shall not eat.” (2Thessalonians 3:10). So, if people don’t have, due to their own foolishness 

as the parable sets things up, then maybe the law of consequences should take effect. 

I chased a few other rabbits before returning to the story to try to hear it for itself.  

Jesus’ point seems to be ‘two fold’. One, be wise, be ready and prepared for the bridegroom 

when He comes. Seems to me that is a word about being on task in my kingdom work, my 

discipleship. I should be growing and learning and practicing my following of Jesus. A disciple 



is not only learning stuff he is practicing a ‘Jesus-like’ life. After all a disciple or apprentice is 

leaning to be like the master! 

Second and similarly, keep watch. Don’t get sidetracked into unimportant matters or wild 

speculation about say, ‘when Jesus will return’, rather live ready for His return at any time. This 

way if He comes or if one dies while living this way we are ready to meet our Maker. 

Stay on task. Stay focused. The bridegroom will not return on your timetable but on His. And 

if it takes longer than we think it should we can become distracted from the task at hand or even 

begin to do other things, which means we will not be ready when He does come. 

I like to read stories about Navy Seals and other Special Forces operators. Sometimes they 

are able to train for a particular op. But often they are sent out on an op at a moments notice and 

they plan as they are in route. Seals and Special Forces operators are so good at what they do 

because they are constantly training and honing their skills. And this is why they are ready at a 

moments notice to go anywhere in the world to do what they are called on to do. 

God wants us to have the dedication of a SEAL, to be constantly ready and always honing 

our kingdom skills so that when He returns we will be on task when we meet Him upon His 

return. 

Don’t be foolish; be wise! 
Lord, I enlist in Your training class. Lead me, teach me, and train me so that I am ready to be on assignment at 

any moment. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, February 1: Matthew 26 – Be prepared… 

The juxtaposition between Jesus before the Sanhedrin and Peter before the servant girls 

intrigued me. 

Jesus was totally calm under pressure. He never wavered one moment under the scrutiny of 

all the religious leaders and the high priest. Peter, on the other hand, wilted immediately under a 

single question from a lowly servant.  

Peter, I suspect, is a stand-in for all of us. 

Matthew’s retelling and placing these stories next to each other serves to elevate my 

reverence for Jesus. He knew what was coming, still He stood strong and tall. In the garden He 

prayed. He came to grips with His future and surrendered His will to the Father. I am sure He 

knew the Father was with Him and, yes, if He needed He could have called 12 legions of angels 

to care and protect Him. But instead He willingly accepted His role in our salvation knowing 

who He was and how God’s plan would thwart the devil’s schemes.  

Peter, on the other hand, had not prayed (I suspect Matthew included the prayer account 

purposefully naming Peter, who in a few moment denies Jesus) and so he wilted, he crumbled 

under the slightest pressure. 

Was the fact that Peter didn’t pray the only reason for his crumbling? I doubt it. He didn’t yet 

have the Holy Spirit. He was physically exhausted –he fell asleep in the garden –and the 

enormity of watching Jesus be arrested surely did a number on his fortitude. He was probably 

frightened for his life as well. And there may have been many other factors. As humans we are 

complex, so looking for one simple reason is often not helpful.  

As I turn the gaze into the mirror, I recognize that my connection and relationship with the 

Lord is crucial for me to live a life that honors him. Prayer, understanding His Word and Will, 

spending time in His presence are all important if my connection and relationship with the Lord 

is to be strong. 



Keeping my life in balance…sleep, rest, health, Sabbath…all play a part in my being ready 

and prepared when a trial comes that I am not expecting. Maturity of faith and my everyday 

reliance on the Holy Spirit are also factors... 

The devil and the world do not play fair, so like Boy Scouts, my motto should be “Be 

Prepared.” And my time in God’s Word is part of my essential preparation... 
Lord, thank you for meeting me every time I sit and spend time with You. You are never unavailable. I am so 

blessed to be called Your child. Thank You, God, my Father. Thank You. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Sunday, February 2, 2019 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


