
The Weekly Word 
January 20-26, 2019 

 

Wow! January is speeding by!  Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, January 20: Matthew 15- Rules vs heart change… 

Jesus’ statement, For out of the heart come evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual 

immorality, theft, false testimony, slander (19), got me thinking about rules, particularly human 

made rules. 

We create rules and regulations to curb behavior. Every society does this. And while they can 

to some extent control behavior, rules and regulations have no ability to control desire and 

internal motivation. 

It seems to me that Jesus was emphasizing this same truth. It is from within, from the human 

heart, that motivations and impulses flow. Jesus goes a step further noting that the heart is filled 

with evil thoughts and desires. Thus, we have the human dilemma. Humans are not good at the 

core. I am not good at my core. I am selfish and egocentric. I want what I want and when these 

evil desires well up in me, impulses that do evil to get what I want —murder, adultery, sexual 

immorality, theft, false testimony, slander…. Jesus could have named a much longer list, too. 

As societies we create legislations to control behavior, but we cannot control the internal 

motivations (the evil within us) that drive us to do the hurtful behavior. 

The only way to get at the root of the issue is to deal with the human heart and only God can  

do this. When a heart is surrendered to the Lord, God will begin dealing with issues of the heart. 

This is a long and incomplete process this side of eternity. Still victories can be won and growth 

can be had… 

We don’t have to remain controlled by the evil desires within. Through faith in Jesus and the 

internal work of God’s Holy Spirit we can grow to be more Christ-like, more faithful, more filled 

with the fruit of the spirit (see Galatians 5:23-24). 

It is not a matter of the ‘rules’ we impose, but a heart surrendered to Jesus…. 
Lord God, my own words call me to surrender… to surrender to You, Jesus and the Spirit, my God. So as best 

as I can and as fully as I am able I offer myself and my life to You as a living sacrifice. I am Yours, Lord God. 
Lead, guide and direct me Oh, Lord. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Tuesday, January 21: Matthew 16- Learning from Jesus… 

I find it intriguing that it was not until after the disciples declare that Jesus is the Messiah that 

Jesus begins to explain that He must die. 

It is all too easy to allow the Bible section headings, which are not biblical but added by the 

editors of the bible translation, to interrupt the flow of reading the narrative. In my NIV Bible 

verses 13-20 are listed as Peter declares that Jesus is the Messiah. Then verses 21-28, Jesus 

predicts His death. Often these section headings can be helpful, but they can also obscure natural 

connections. Spanning the two sections I notice that the disciples first needed to understand, 

albeit at a basic level, who Jesus was –Messiah –before He dared begin telling them that He 



would die. Some facts or truths must be comprehended before other truths can be correctly 

understood.  

Jesus’ death would be difficult for the disciples to handle while remaining faithful. If Jesus 

was the Messiah then the disciples knew God was up to something new and something BIG. 

Only over time would they truly grasp the suffering servant aspect of God’s Messiah. Today we 

read of the first steps toward fuller understanding. 

It takes time to begin to understand God’s ways. I continue to learn from the Lord every time 

I read the scriptures. 

I can be a slow learner, but God is patient with me. Sometimes teaching me the same lesson 

many times.  
Thank You, Lord God, for Your patience with me… Accelerate my growth in You, I pray. Though Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, January 22: Matthew 17- A resurrection faith…  
Again, Jesus tells His disciples He will die. When they came together in Galilee, he said to 

them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, and on 

the third day he will be raised to life.” And the disciples were filled with grief (22-23).  

The heading in my NIV Bible for this small section is Jesus predicts his death a second 

time. 

This is the second time in two chapters that Jesus has predicted His death. Jesus is beginning 

to prepare His disciples for his passion. 

I found that the heading preconditioned me before I read. I naturally focused on Jesus’ 

prediction of His death and almost missed that He also spoke of His resurrection. I went back 

and looked at the first time Jesus predicted His death in the previous chapter. The heading is 

Jesus predicts his death and like this time Jesus predicted both His death and resurrection. 

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 

many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he 

must be killed and on the third day be raised to life (Matthew 16:21). 

Twice now the heading affected what I read. Both times I missed Jesus’ references to His 

resurrection.  

I have always known that headings can affect how we read. Now I have evidence for myself. 

I must be cautious to pay attention to the text and not be unduly influenced by the editor’s 

headings. 

It seems that the disciples also focused on Jesus’ death and not the resurrection. In chapter 16 

Peter rebukes Jesus for telling them of His death and resurrection. In today’s reading the 

disciples are filled with grief at Jesus’ words. Clearly, they heard ‘death’ but also missed the 

‘resurrection.’ 

It seems that we humans have a propensity to focus on the negative! 

This is generally true... we focus on the negative news. One sour voice can bring an entire 

group down. In a meeting a negative word spoken first can derail a good idea. 

All of this is reminding me to be more mindful that our faith is a resurrection faith. God can 

do the miraculous and God will one day right wrongs and bring justice. I need to keep my focus 

on what God can and will do rather than spiral down when I don’t get what I want or some bad 

think happens in my world. 

No matter what happens God is always with me and in the end God wins and we will be with 

Him in the victory.  



Stay faithful... stay mindful that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 

the Lord. (Romans 8:39). 
Lord, help me to keep my gaze upon You!!! Always. Amen and amen. 

 

Thursday, January 23: Matthew 18 – Oh the questions we ask… 

Listening to the disciples it hit me; the questions we ask are windows into our souls...  

I recognized this truth as I read the disciples question as the chapter opens. At that time the 

disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” (1) 

Their question doesn’t surprise me. I, too, might have asked a similar question. 

I spent time pondering the reason behind the question. Were they vying for recognition 

among themselves? Did it grow out of a conversation/dispute they were having among 

themselves? 

It seems to me we all like to know where we are in the pecking order. I know I do. To guess 

at my answer of where I am in a certain pecking order, I am regularly evaluating myself against 

others. I suspect comparison with our neighbors is a game we all participate in. 

Jesus turns the tables on the disciples with His answer. Holding a child Jesus, in essence 

says, become like this child. In Jesus’ day children had little standing, being little more than a 

piece of property. 

Become less, become the least and you will be greatest in the kingdom of God, this seems to 

be what Jesus is saying.  

My hunch is that the disciples are not glad they asked. 

Jesus’ answer challenges me to the core. Where I strive for ‘greatness’ Jesus challenges me 

with ‘leastness.’ Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven (4). Where I want to be known and remembered for who I am and what I 

have done, Jesus reminds me that I am asking the wrong question. I should not be striving for 

recognition but serving. The lowly serve. The lowly do the menial tasks.  

Jesus turned the disciples’ world upside down. And He continually does the same to my 

world, too... 
Lord, it is uncomfortable to admit... I would work hard to be great, but I do not find the same attraction to 

working hard at being lowly. I am exposed for who I am, a sinner... a sinner desperately in need of mercy and grace. 
Thankfully You, Lord, excel at granting both. 
Praise and thanks to You who saves me despite who I am. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, January 24: Matthew 19 – Salvation is God’s gift… 

This chapter includes a number of tough sayings. Words about divorce. Words about money 

and the rich. Jesus tackles many difficult topics.  

I found myself pondering who can be saved. When the disciples heard this, they were greatly 

astonished and asked, “Who then can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this 

is impossible, but with God all things are possible” (25-26). 

The direct context is the rich, but the disciples question seems to broaden the scope to all 

people. Thus, Jesus’ response is that no one can save themselves. No human can save her or 

himself. But with God salvation is possible. 

Salvation is a God thing. God alone can save. No one is able to be good enough to merit 

salvation. Rich or poor; male or female; Jew or Gentile, salvation is of God.  

Salvation is gift. 



As I sit I find my heart warming with gratefulness for the Lord. God reached across the 

cosmos and saved me. I don’t think I will ever understand why God chose to save me. Still I am 

blessed that God did. 
Lord God, Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit, my heart sings with joy for Your grace, love and salvation. Praise be to 

You, my Lord and my God. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, January 25: Matthew 20 – Resurrection turned the world upside down… 

I found myself drawn to Jesus’ third prediction of His death. Now Jesus was going up to 

Jerusalem. On the way, he took the Twelve aside and said to them, “We are going up to 

Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the 

law. They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and 

flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!” (17-19). 

As Jesus get closer to Jerusalem and His crucifixion, His words to the disciples about what 

will happen grow more specific. Today’s prediction is quite specific. It names the chief priest 

and teachers of the law (Jesus did name them in His first prediction). Where Jesus really gets 

specific is with His death, mocked and flogged and crucified. Naming the mode of death reveals 

that Romans will responsible for His mode of death, since only Romans were allowed to crucify. 

Jews would have stoned Him to death. 

Chapter 21 opens with Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem which was days before the Passover, His 

death and eventual resurrection. So, time was short and Jesus was giving His disciples one final 

reminder of what would be happening in a few days. He was bolstering His disciples against the 

doubt, confusion and other emotions that would come as the events leading to His death 

unfolded.  

I am amazed how caring Jesus is in the moment. As He is about to suffer His greatest trial, 

His eyes and heart are still for His followers. Amazing. What a Savior. 

For the third time Jesus concludes His reminder with a word about His resurrection. The NIV 

chooses to conclude the sentence about resurrection with an exclamation mark (!). It is the only 

translation to do so. I looked at the Greek and it doesn’t have an exclamation either.  

Still that small stroke of a pen got me thinking. I wonder what inflection Jesus used as He 

spoke this word to His disciples. It is simple to imagine Jesus’ voice rising just a touch as He 

concluded, On the third day he will be raised to life!  

Whether the exclamation mark is an accurate translation or not, it is clear that Jesus was 

intent on speaking about resurrection every time He mentions His death. The two go hand and 

glove. The disciples (and we) need to know that Jesus’ death is not the end. The world will be 

turned upside down on the third day! And that statement deserves an exclamation mark.  

Tomorrow I will worship with other Christ-followers because of the third day. The 

resurrection changes everything...  
Thanks be to God, Jesus was raised from the dead!  
Praise to the Lord, the almighty, the king of creation. Oh, my soul praises him for he is my help and salvation. 

All you who hear, now to his temple draw near. Join us in glad adoration. 
I adore you Jesus, Father and Holy Spirit. Through Jesus I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Sunday, January 26, 2019 - Sunday Worship  

 

 



If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


