
The Weekly Word 
December 30-January 5, 2019 

 

Wow, we cross the time line and enter 2020 this week! May God’s Word carry you into 

all of your tomorrows. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, December 30: 2Timothy 4 – Be alert false teachings abound… 

I suspect we are living in the time Paul foresees expressed in verses 3-4: For the time will 

come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they 

will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 

They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.  

The word ‘myth’ in the original is used in the New Testament and early church writings in 

the “negative and pejorative sense for contrived tales void of truth, or speculations derived from 

false teachings” (Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament). So Paul is saying that people will abandon 

the truth of the scriptures, the Word of God, for false teachings not consistent with the teaching 

of God’s Word. 

I understand that some people might disagree on some interpretations of that in the Bible. But 

when people begin espousing things that cannot be justified from valid biblical study and 

interpretation and when things are taught that are extra biblical and contrary to the general 

teaching of scripture, then these are false teachings. And this is dangerous territory. 

In the face of myths, Paul’s instruction to Timothy is to continue to preach the Word (see 

verses 1-2). Let God’s Word be the basis of his teaching and preaching.  

Paul’s counsel is as wise for me today as it was for Timothy. Keep my preaching and 

teaching consistent with the Word of God. And to remain consistent, I need to build my life on 

the Word so that my life is consistent with what I profess and teach. 

To live this out I have to do more than tack a Bible verse on things I say. I have to allow 

God’s Word to penetrate and leaven my thoughts, desires, hopes and dreams. 
Lord, saturate my life with Your Word. Marinate every fiber of my personhood with Your Word so that You 

may be seen in and through my life. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, December 31: Titus 1-Does my life testify to my faith… 

Reading through this chapter and particularly the closing paragraph I found myself 

wondering, “Does my life testify to and demonstrate my faith in Jesus?” 

Titus is directed to oppose and rebuke sharply (13) those who do not have sound doctrine and 

are disrupting the body. Doctrine, what I believe, leads to how I live. Faith and living, faith and 

deeds as James would put it, go hand in hand. 

My words matters... 

What I believe and show to others matters... 

How I live matters...  

To be useful for God and His kingdom my life and beliefs need to lift up Jesus, who is the 

author and finisher of my faith. 
Lord, God, show me how to better reflect You in my thoughts, words and deeds. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 



 

 

Wednesday, January 1: Titus 2- Our Doctrine –how we live –matters…  
In church circles the word doctrine means the content of our teaching. But in our chapter 

today, Paul uses doctrine to describe the character and manner of how we live. How we live 

matters!  

Verse 1, You, however, must teach what is appropriate to sound doctrine. From this 

launching pad Paul instructs Titus how to instruct older men, older women, younger men and 

even slaves how they should live given their stage in life. For example, to older men Paul 

instructs, Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in 

faith, in love and in endurance (2). Doctrine for Paul and Titus is how we live, not what we 

believe. 

This is a strong reminder for me that how I live matters. What people and God observe in my 

life and living tells them more about what I believe than simply my ‘thoughts’ about things. 

How I live matters... it matters to the Lord and to my witness. If people see me professing 

one thing but living another way, they will brand me a hypocrite and that will undercut and the 

hope I have of being an effective witness to the Lord. 
Lord, help me to watch my doctrine closely... to live in a manner that amplifies my testimony that I am Yours and 

You alone offer the way of salvation. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday, January 2: Titus 3 – Do good… 

Three times Paul instructs Titus to “remind,” to “stress these things” and that people must 

“learn to devote” themselves to doing good. 

 Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to 

do whatever is good, to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always to 

be gentle toward everyone (1-2).  

 This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that those who 

have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These 

things are excellent and profitable for everyone (8).  

 Our people must learn to devote themselves to doing what is good, in order to provide 

for urgent needs and not live unproductive lives (11).  

Clearly “doing good” is important in God’s eyes. These instructions from Paul are inspired by 

God. They are not simply good advice; they are the Word of God to the followers of Jesus. 

In many respects, this ‘doing good’ is a reiteration of yesterday’s instructions about watching 

our doctrine, i.e., how we live. 

God is adamant about our living. Look at the specific issues raised in verses 1-2: 

 Subject to rulers 

 Obedience 

 No slander 

 Be peaceable and considerate 

 Gentle toward everyone 

It is all about living a life that reflects the character and love of God within us. 

Again, God is reminding me... how I live matters. We should be persons known for doing 

good. 



And this begs the question. If friends and acquaintances were polled, how would they 

describe me? Would they say that I am a person who does good? 

These last few days the Lord has been so practical. How I live matters to God and the 

advancement of God’s kingdom. 
Oh, Lord, continue to work on and mature me. Grow me into a man who does good, because my life has been 

transformed by You and Your Spirit. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, January 3: Matthew 1 - People… 

True confessions. When I do my ‘Reading Through the Bible in a Year’ reading I blaze 

through chapters like today partly because I skim over name lists. For me a list of names is about 

as stimulating as reading the phone book. But when it is part of my more in depth chapter-a-day 

reading I try to give lists a better reading. But honestly lists are still pretty dry. 

Here’s a little background tidbit; this is a stylized list since not every generation is listed by 

Matthew. Matthew is making a point about the origins of Jesus. 

There is one thing I love about name lists... how important people are to the Lord. Most of 

the people on this list would long be forgotten if God didn’t record their names. But God did 

record their names, because who they are is important to God and to the story of Jesus. 

People are important to God. God knows peoples’ names. God knows your name. God 

knows my name. You are important to the Lord and I am as well. 

When I read these names I realize that we human beings are important to the Lord and 

therefore people should be important to me. And that means I should treat people kindly and 

lovingly. 
Lord, I can be selfish and dismissive of people. Forgive me and continue to remind me how important people are, 

simply because they were born. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, January 4: Matthew 2 –The timely provision of God… 

Joseph is the star of Matthew’s birth narratives. Joseph is obedient and open to the leading of 

the Lord. With Joseph, God uses dreams to direct him.  Three times in this chapter God shows 

Joseph the way through a dream. 

I have never experienced a directing dream like Joseph had.  Still in God’s own way He has 

directed me throughout my life and I am grateful to the Lord for all of His direction. 

It was not God’s direction but God’s provision that caught my attention in my reading of 

Matthew 2. 

On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 

worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh (11). I have heard a number of talks on this verse referencing the gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh, talking about the kingly element in the gold, the priestly element 

in frankincense and the prophetic and burial aspect of myrrh. This does add vibrancy to the 

account.  

I took a simpler and more straightforward approach... God provided for the trip to Egypt in 

which He was about to send Joseph, Mary and Jesus. Joseph is a carpenter, a tradesman. It is 

doubtful that he had a nest egg set aside. And if he did, did he bring it with him when he went to 

Bethlehem to register during the census? I can’t say for sure, but I don’t think Joseph had a lot of 

bucks with him in Bethlehem. So how could he provide for his family to flee to Egypt? 

He couldn’t... but God did! 



Now to be fair, people in ancient times were probably more resilient and resourceful than we 

21
st
 century people. So maybe Joseph could have figured out how to make a living in Egypt but 

he still had to get there on a moment’s notice. Food, lodging, provisions, transporting animals... 

it all costs. Then there is living quarters in Egypt, food and the rest in a foreign land. God’s 

direction to pick up and go to Egypt immediately is not simple endeavor. 

God provides.  Just before the dream to leave came, God presented the family with gold, 

frankincense and myrrh, three valuable items that could sustain a family for a significant period 

of time. 

The gifts of the Magi may include overtones of Jesus’ calling, but in the moment they had a 

much more immediate application. They provide the means of escape for the Holy Family. 

God provides. 

As I scan my memory, I can see so many instances where God provided often just before I 

had a need. 

God provides... God really does provide.  
Lord, this account of Joseph causes me to remember the many ways and occasions where You provided, You 

watched over and You took care of me, my family and many others I know. Praise and thanks to You, Lord God, 
Provider. Amen.  

 

 

Sunday, January 5, 2019 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


