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The third week of Advent is upon us. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, December 16: 2Thessalonians 1- God is just and judge… 

Troubles may very well be our lot because we are followers of Jesus. But God is just and 

God will judge those who make trouble for His followers and those who do not believe in and 

follow the Lord. Paul spells this out clearly in his encouragement of the Thessalonians. 

God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and give relief to you who are 

troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in 

blazing fire with his powerful angels. He will punish those who do not know God and do not 

obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut 

out from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might on the day he comes to be 

glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. This 

includes you, because you believed our testimony to you (6-10). 

The Apostles’ Creed teaches us that Jesus will return to judge the living and the dead.  At His 

return, Jesus will establish justice. Those who are with the Lord will join Him in glory, those 

who have not bent a knee to Jesus will go to everlasting destruction, and will be shut out from 

the presence of the Lord for eternity. 

This truth saddens me right now, mostly because I am thinking of all the people who don’t 

believe. They are living in ignorance, many choosing not to believe, thinking that what 

Christians believe is a myth or some ‘man made’ tale. How sad it will be when they find out they 

have believed a lie.   
Lord, I pray for those who do not believe. I pray that You might call them and save them. Lord, this weekend a 

friend of mine is preaching and has invited a number of non-believing friends. I pray that you grace my friend’s words 
with the honey of Your love and that the preaching will draw the friends and everyone who hears the message one step 
closer to faith in You. And I pray that for some that one step closer will be placing their faith in You, Jesus. In Your 
name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, December 17: 2Thessalonians 2- Hold fast… 

We hear a lot these days about conspiracy stories and misinformation. Reading this chapter I 

realize that conspiracy stories are nothing new even in Paul’s day.  People spread false rumors to 

confuse, in this case, the people of God. Paul’s words alert them to false accounts but more than 

that, Paul calls them to stand firm in what they know and have been taught by him. 

So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed on to you, 

whether by word of mouth or by letter (15).  

Paul’s word written 2000 years ago, speak to me today. No matter what is going on, stand 

firm in the teachings of the Lord. And to know the teachings of the Lord, we need to know the 

Bible, which is God breathed (see 2Timothy 3:16-17). 



Another metaphor Paul uses is hold fast.  I do a lot of woodworking and one of my favorite 

glues for many situations is CA glue.  CA glue, often called instant glue can bond two pieces of 

wood together in a matter of seconds. That’s what I call holding fast . 

God reminds us through Paul’s pen that we should be stuck to His word… let God’s word fill 

us and teach us and guide us. Trust the Word; glue yourself to God’s word. 

One of my hopes is by reading God’s word daily and meditating upon it, I will stand firm and 

hold fast to God’s word and God’s teachings. 
May it be so, Lord. May it be so… I pray in Jesus name. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, December 18: 2Thessalonians 3- Never tire of doing what is good …  

I love Paul’s directness. And as for you, brothers and sisters, never tire of doing what is good 

(13).  

Paul clearly takes God’s command to love God and love neighbors seriously. Doing good, 

another way to say love your neighbor as yourself. 

Every now and then the Scripture gives a simple straightforward directive about how to live 

as a follower of Jesus. This is one of those statements.  

It is not a statement on how to be saved; it is a comment about how to live once a person is 

saved.  As a believer, as one filled with the Holy Spirit and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we 

are to never tire of doing good. 

This is easier said than done. When people misunderstand me, disagree with me and reject 

me, it is easy to become selfish and to watch out for number one. When this happens, doing good 

is no longer a priority.  Instead, self-preservation or self-promotions becomes the order of the 

day. I suspect this is why Paul states the command in the negative and begins it with NEVER. 

Never, not once, not ever… NEVER tire of doing what is good. 

Beyond the call to keep on doing good, the command assumes that as believers we know 

what ‘good’ is in the various situations in which we find ourselves. And to know this, we have to 

know God’s teachings and God’s word.  And this, of course, ties in with yesterday’s reflection 

upon the 2:15, So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed 

on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.   

The Lord’s instructions are consistent. Know God’s word and live God’s word, would be a 

faithful summation of God’s rule for believer living. 

Like said above, this is easier said than done… 
Oh, God, give me strength to live how I know I should always, doing good and by Your grace allowing people to 

see You in my living. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Thursday, December 19: 1Timothy 1 - King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God … 

Paul offered a thought provoking description of the Lord that begged me to sit and ponder, 

which is precisely what I chose to do. Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, 

be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen (17).  

King… ruler, sovereign, leader. 

Eternal… forever, from the beginning, always present, timeless. 

Immortal… never dying, always living, perpetual. 

Invisible… can’t be seen, indescribable, undetectable. 

The only God… this says it all; there are no other god’s other than the Lord. 



To sit and ponder the immensity of God stretches my thoughts. God is above and beyond 

anything I know. God is totally other, beyond anything I can imagine. The layering of the 

various adjectives has an exponential effect. The idea of God grows larger with every additional 

adjective.  

I find myself trying to comprehend the incomprehensible. Still at the same time God is 

knowable. He has revealed Himself to us in the Scriptures and in Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

This big awesome almighty God is knowable through faith in Jesus. And while I might only 

be able to comprehend a tiny portion of God’s totality, I relish with wonder of getting to know 

God though faith in Jesus. 

And who’s side is better to be on than God, who is King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only 

God. 
Lord God –Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit –thank You for opening my eyes to who You are! Thank You for 

allowing me to know and love You. I am so blessed to be Your son through faith in Jesus. Amen and amen. 

 

 

Friday, December 20: 1Timothy 2 – Jesus God’s one way of salvation… 

The culture I live in is highly pluralistic, with people from many cultures, continents and 

religious backgrounds. And the correct posture is ‘honor all’. Underneath all of this lives a 

reality that believes most religions are exclusionary and therefore not good. The secular world in 

which I live seems to want to trim the distinctions from most religions, reducing them to their 

barest minimums, thus rendering them impotent.  

It can be difficult therefore to speak of the exclusionary teachings of the Bible, which 

declares that Jesus is God’s one-way back into relationship with God. Paul makes it perfectly 

clear that all roads do not lead to the Lord. For there is one God and one mediator between God 

and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people (5-6a).  

The teaching of the Bible is that there is only one God. From the first words of the Old 

Testament through to the last word of the New Testament one unifying thread is that there is 

only One God, the Lord, God the Father in heaven. Paul makes it clear that there is only one 

mediator between God and humans… Jesus Christ, God’s one and only son (see John 1). 

According to the Bible faith in Jesus as Savior, Lord and God is the one and only way to 

salvation. From the perspective of the Bible there is no other way to salvation.  

This can be a particularly difficult religious teaching for people in my culture to receive. But 

their difficulty with it does not reduce its truth; rather it puts responsibility upon me to find ways 

to speak of this truth in a manner that is humble and winsome.  
Lord, I need huge amounts of help to communicate Your truth with others in a fearless and winsome manner. 

Help me, Oh Holy Spirit. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Saturday, December 21: 1Timothy 3 –… 

Beyond all question, the mystery from which true godliness springs is great: He appeared in 

the flesh, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was 

believed on in the world, was taken up in glory (16).  

Ahh, the mystery and wonder of Jesus… God in human flesh. As a Christian this truth is 

stated matter-of-factly since it is the foundation of the faith, but to pause a moment and to 

consider this truth for the mystery that it is. God becoming human! The One who created the 

world and everything in it steps into His creation as a mere mortal human being. Astounding… 



and hard to believe. The human mind alone cannot understand this truth. Only when the eyes of 

one’s heart and mind are opened by the Spirit can one begin to grasp this truth. 

The mystery blossoms… He, Jesus, was vindicated, seen, preached, believed and taken up 

into glory. As John put it in his gospel, The word became flesh and made his dwelling among us 

(John 1:14). When Jesus’ time on earth was over and He accomplished that task for which He 

was sent, He returned to glory in the presence of His disciples (see Acts 1:9)  

Oh, the wonderful mystery of Jesus… and tomorrow I get to worship Him along with the 

Father and the Spirit alongside sister and brothers who believe and love Jesus. 

It feels right and proper to fill my thoughts with the truth and mystery of Jesus today… a 

warm up for worship tomorrow. 
Jesus, I bless and thank You for living among us for a while. Praise be to You, Lord Jesus. Amen and amen. 

 

 

Sunday, December 22, 2019 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


