
The Weekly Word 
Dec 9-15, 2019 

 

Happy Week Two of Advent. May God’s word continue to bless you. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, December 9: James 5 - Patience is slow growing fruit… 

Last Wednesday I used a story about my wife’s garden to draw me into one meditation on 

perseverance (see James 1:4). So when I read James’ comments about crops, I felt compelled to 

pause with that verse. Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the 

farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring 

rains (7).  

Perseverance is a distant ‘cousin’ to patience. While they are certainly different, they share 

some similar ‘family’ traits. 

Both allow for the passage of time. In our instant world, we look to shave time off tasks 

anyway we can. But developing patience takes time. Patience is slow growing fruit.  

The kind of patience James is talking about gives God time to accomplish His will. Patience 

admits that I do not know God’s timing, nor do I know the road God will take to bring about His 

timing. Patience involves trust. I must trust the Lord with the details, many of which I cannot 

see. 

This connects with so many areas of my life... there are people I am praying for, praying that 

they see the Lord’s hand in their life and turn to Him. There are life seasons that seem to be 

changing. There are relationships that are changing and what they will become I do not yet 

know. There are seeds that I planted that I must wait to germinate and grow. I must be patient to 

allow God to work.... 

Yes, I need patience to allow the Lord to work out His will in these various avenues of life.   

Be patient... writes James.  

Patience is not a naturally occurring attribute of my life. Thanks be to God patience is a 

spiritual fruit (Galatians 5:22) that life in Jesus will produce as long as I give the Lord space and 

time to work in my life. 
Oh, God, grant me the wisdom to cooperate with You and to grow crops of all Your fruit in me. Through Jesus, 

my Lord, I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, December 10: 1Thessalonians 1 – Faith, Hope and Love… 

Faith, hope and love are a trio that pops up a few times in the New Testament. Probably the 

most recognizable occasion is 1Corinthians 13:13: And now these three remain: faith, hope and 

love. But the greatest of these is love. 

I notice that they popped up in verse 3 of today’s reading as well. We remember before our 

God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance 

inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  

In today’s chapter Paul links each of these with an activity, which inspired my ponderings. 

Your work produced by faith: The life of a believer is a life of service. We are called and 

empowered by the Lord to be His agents in our world. Agents produce work for another person. 



What Paul notes is that the work –the things people did because of their faith in Jesus –of the 

Thessalonians was produced by faith... it was fueled and guided by their faith. It was sparked and 

initiated by their faith. Their faith had legs that produced these works of which Paul speaks. We 

don’t know what the specific works were, but Paul knew them and others obviously knew them. 

I’m wondering what works my faith produces and whether others notice them. 

Your labor prompted by love: When I first began to ponder this, I wondered what the 

difference between work and labor was. I gained no headway so I checked the definitions of the 

two words. There is a difference. Labor is a much more intense word than work. It captures the 

toil, wearisomeness and trouble that comes with the most difficult of labors. According to Paul 

this kind of toilsome labor is prompted by love. Love is the most potent fuel. Love carried Jesus 

to the cross. Love took Paul around the world with all its hardships.  Love prompts us to continue 

to labor and toil for the gospel sake. Love is a potent motivator! Do I follow the course of love 

no matter where it takes me and no matter how difficult it is to get there?  

Your endurance inspired by hope: Faith, love and now hope. Hope, too, is a powerful 

motivator. Hope... true hope... can inspire us to hold on and keep on. Endurance, this is the third 

time in that last week or so that God has raised the idea of persevering and enduring. I guess I am 

a slow learner, but God seems to want to make sure I learn this lesson... Hmmm! 
Lord, help me keep my hand to the plow and my back pressing into love and service for You. I pray this in Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, December 11: 1Thessalonians 2 – Life for the first Christians was not easy…  
Reading this chapter I saw the many difficulties and toils life threw at Paul. Too often I 

sanitize the life of the early Christians. I long for the wonders and miracles that I read about. I 

marvel at the incredible growth and spread of the Christian faith. And I think, wow, it must have 

been exciting and exhilarating. The picture I create becomes impressionist rather than realistic, 

leaving out the heartache, toil, threats and dangers. 

Today the Spirit highlighted the difficulties Paul endured in order to advance the message of 

Jesus. 

Verse 2: We had previously suffered and been treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know, 

but with the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel in the face of strong opposition. 

Ministry for Jesus was anything but a cakewalk. Paul and others suffered greatly to advance the 

gospel.  

Verse 7b-8a: Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, so we cared for you.... My 

daughter has an infant. Yes, there are many joyous moments. And her heart is rich and full will 

love. But as any parent of a newborn knows, mothering/parenting is not easy... sleep deprivation, 

being ‘on’ 24/7/365. Never enough time to do everything, on and on the list goes. Parenting is 

difficult and exhausting work... 

Verse 9: Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship; we worked night 

and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you. Even 

when Paul was able to jump out of the frying pan in Philippi, he jumped into another in 

Thessalonica. Gospel advance is hard toilsome work, laboring to earn a keep by day preaching, 

witnessing, arguing, and teaching by night to advance the name of Jesus. Like a nursing mother 

there is no down time, just more things to do.  

Verse 14: For you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of God’s churches in Judea, which 

are in Christ Jesus: You suffered from your own people the same things those churches suffered 

from the Jews 



And this tough life is handed off to the Thessalonians who themselves became persecuted 

and suffered from their own people... friends, neighbors, officials. The gospel message can strike 

at the heart of world view and worldly activity and this brings resistance. And resistance can 

mean suffering.  

As I step back from all this I marvel Paul’s faithfulness and I recognize how comparatively 

easy a life I have.  I wonder if my ease is due in part to my lack of zeal for advancing the gospel 

at any cost? 

One big question to wrestle with today... 
Lord, haunt me with this question throughout the day. Don’t let me off the hook... Amen. 

 

 

Thursday, December 12: 1Thessalonians 3- Faith despite persecution… 

Paul writes:  So when we could stand it no longer, we thought it best to be left by ourselves in 

Athens. We sent Timothy, who is our brother and co-worker in God’s service in spreading the 

gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in your faith, so that no one would be 

unsettled by these trials. For you know quite well that we are destined for them. In fact, when we 

were with you, we kept telling you that we would be persecuted. And it turned out that way, as 

you well know (1-4).  

I was surprised as I read these words. Paul knows that they are going through a tough trial. It 

troubled Paul so that he sent his younger associate to check on them and encourage them. It is 

the next two sentences that jolted me. Paul writes that they were destined for these trials and that 

he had told them over and over again when he was with them that they would be persecuted! 

I know that they are all fairly new to the faith and that they came to faith during Paul’s visit 

when he told them they would be persecuted. If I have the timeline correct, immediately after 

they come to faith in Jesus or even as he is sharing faith in Jesus, Paul warns them that 

persecution will come. Wow, that is powerful! 

Today people anticipate that faith in Jesus will make life easier. I think about much of the 

preaching I have heard at revivals and evangelistic crusades… I cannot think of one instance 

where the preacher warned of trials and persecution to follow for anyone who confesses Jesus. 

Often people are told God has a plan (sometimes a wonderful plan) for their life. 

Honestly, I wonder if I would have said ‘yes’ to Jesus if I was told that trials and 

persecutions would follow as a result of my faith in Jesus. 

When I read and realize things like I did today, I wonder if I (we) am a wimp compared to 

the first Christ-followers… 
Lord, I am not sure what to pray right now. I pray my life brings You glory. Through Jesus I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Friday, December 13: 1Thessalonians 4 – To do so more and more… 

When can we relax? When can we stop striving to live more and more in line with God’s will 

and way? It seems that God is saying never; we can never become complacent and say, “Enough 

is enough. I’ve matured enough, I’m good enough.” It seems God wants us to press on to ever 

deepening faith and ever maturing behavior.  

Twice in this chapter Paul writes to the Thessalonians urging them to not become complacent 

but “to do so more and more.” The first instance occurs as Paul is establishing his main point. As 

for other matters, brothers and sisters, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as 

in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more 

(1). 



The second time Paul uses this phrase; he employs it to encourage the Thessalonians to keep 

on loving one another. Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for 

you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. And in fact, you do love all of God’s 

family throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do so more and more (9-

10).Today’s reading is calling me to grow in godliness, in love, in faithfulness to and for the 

Lord. 
Lord, I am not capable of this alone. Only with the strength and leading of Your Holy Spirit could I ever hope to 

continually grow in faith, love and deeds for You and others. So, Lord, send Your Holy Spirit that I might grow in 
You. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, December 14: 1Thessalonians 5 – God has done it all… 

After yesterday’s reading urging me to press into and do the things of God more and more, I 

was comforted today in the ‘all sufficiency’ of Jesus’ work. Verse 24: The one who calls you is 

faithful, and he will do it.  

My soul rejoices in those final 4 words, he will do it! In fact He has done it. Jesus has done 

everything necessary for my and your salvation. Nothing more is needed. Jesus has done it all. 

I bask in Christ’s gift. I rejoice in my salvation purchased completely by Jesus and His work. 

What joy fills my soul as I ponder the gift of Jesus. A smile breaks on my face as I linger on 

this truth… 

And tomorrow I get to meet with other brothers and sisters and praise my Father God,  Jesus 

and Holy Spirit, three persons, One Almighty God. What joy to worship and praise my God for 

ALL God has done. 
Thank You, Father. Thank You, Jesus. Thank You, Holy Spirit for effecting my salvation. I rest in You and 

You alone. Amen and amen. 

 

 

Sunday, December 15, 2019 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


