
The Weekly Word 
Dec 2-8, 2019 

 

December is here. Another year is nearing conclusion. And God has been faithful again 

this year. His Word has carried me through the year. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, December 2: Ezekiel 47 – The tree of life… 

I was captivated by the imagery of the river... a deep flowing river that comes from the 

temple, that comes from the throne of God because that is what the temple was (see my thoughts 

on Ezekiel 43:7 from last week). The river nourished trees that bloomed in every season. Verse 

12: Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither, nor 

will their fruit fail. Every month they will bear fruit, because the water from the sanctuary flows 

to them. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing. 

The picture from verse 12 sent me in two directions. First, it sent me to Revelation 22:1-2 

which describes a similar river. Some of the details are different but it seems to me that it might 

be two descriptions of the same river. Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as 

clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great 

street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, 

yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations 

(Revelation 22:1-2). 

The trees provide food and healing, therefore God provides food and healing. What a gift. 

Thank you, Lord. 

In thinking about general life, two things most people are concerned about are food and 

health care. Here God provides for both. What a day that will be. We will be secure and taken 

care of!!! 

The second place my thoughts traveled was to Psalm 1:1-3. Here similar imagery of a tree 

planted by stream of water is a word-picture for the righteous person. Blessed is the one who 

does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the company 

of mockers, but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and 

night. That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and 

whose leaf does not wither— whatever they do prospers (Psalm 1:1-3). The point of Psalm 1 

travels in a different direction reminding us that the righteous will prosper, the righteous will be 

nourished.  

Again, implicitly, God provides the nourishment for the tree, i.e. the righteous person. 

As I step back from my mind-travels I hear God telling me that He will provide for me in the 

here and now and He will provide perfectly for me (and all His children) in the world to come. 

Comfort, care, love, now and into the future is my sense from the Lord and His Word today. 
Thank You, Lord for watching over me, for loving me, for being there for all of us who are Your children. Praise 

be to You, my Lord and my God. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Tuesday, December 3: Ezekiel 48 – The Lord is there… 



Order, precision, and logic are words that burst into my thoughts as I was reading. This New 

Jerusalem is perfect in layout and design. Still it was the final four words of the chapter and the 

book and the name of the city that stole my attention. 

THE LORD IS THERE. 

This truth makes all the difference. God is there! I pause to allow the significance of this 

statement wash over me. God is there. God is in the midst of the people. This is a powerful, 

uplifting encouraging word to anyone, but to people in exile, separated from home, temple and 

land, which by the way was a promised gift from the Lord, these words must have been over the 

top with meaning, encouragement bringing hope and joy like nothing else. 

THE LORD IS THERE. 

Again, I sat with this personalizing it. 

I realized to a degree I was in that place because the Lord through His Spirit was with me as I 

sat this morning in the Word. Oh, the gift of the Holy Spirit! 

I realized that every time I gather together with God’s people for worship THE LORD IS 

THERE.  In fact every time I gather with another believer THE LORD IS THERE. How do I know 

this? Because the Jesus tells me that whenever two or three gather in His name, there am I with 

them (Matthew 18:20). 

Do I honor and appreciate the presence of God in me and in gatherings of His people like I 

should? Do I? 

In a few minutes I leave for a covenant group meeting with fellow pastors in my 

denomination. I think I will arrive there with a greater sense of God’s presence with us. 

Halleluiah! What a gift! 
Lord, bless You for being present with me and with Your people always. Thank You that You are always There! 

Help me to be more mindful of the wonder of this truth and reality today and every day. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Wednesday, December 4: James 1 - Perseverance…  
It is so refreshing turning to the New Testament today. Ezekiel was a long and sometimes 

tough read. James is like an old friend especially since I preached through James earlier this year. 

I look forward to reading James devotionally... 
Lord, I open my heart as I open Your Word... 

The Lord did not disappoint, He offered many words, phrases and lines that spoke to me. The 

cream that rose to the top for me today came from verse 4. Let perseverance finish its work so 

that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. Perseverance. 

Over my lifetime the pace of life has sped up, as has our ability to connect or get things 

almost instantly. 

When my dad served in WWII he and mom could communication only by letter. Weeks 

could easily go by between exchanges. When I interviewed for my first church pastor position 

the process took months. After paper resume and position descriptions were exchanged one 

would generally receive a phone call. But then as things progressed and committees wanted to 

hear sermons, I would have to record a message, make duplicate tapes and mail them. And so the 

interview dance went... slowly!!! Now with many churches posting sermons or even live-

streaming, committees have instant access. Cell phones, internet, banking online, Amazon one-

day shipping, movie streaming, audible book downloading... it seems everything is moving 

faster. 



While I love most of these ‘instant’ conveniences, the character trait of perseverance is 

disappearing. The concept that somethings take time, pain, sweat is a surprise for some these 

days. 

With all this tumbling around comes James 1:4, Let perseverance finish its work so that you 

may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.  

I am heartened by the opening, Let perseverance finish its work. Hang in there, keep 

attending to your faith, read, pray, grow, serve... do the things faith asks of you and your 

perseverance will do its work.  

My wife has a vegetable garden. Every year she gets seeds and starts them in the house. Plant 

them in good soil, provide a grow light and water regularly and eventually little sprouts push 

through the surface. Then it takes continual care until they go into the garden which has been 

prepared by tilling and adding compost (making compost is another whole process). Then she 

waters and weeds and tends to the plants. Some need to be thinned; some need to be staked. It is 

quite a process. Finally months after the labors began, the fruit arrives. Tomatoes, peppers, 

beans, etc. their flavor and texture is so much fuller and tastier than anything from a store. The 

key is ‘perseverance’, doing all the small things and then letting all those little things finish their 

work.  

I have been walking with Jesus for 45 years, every day I need to keep at it persevering in my 

love for the Lord and in my love for others. Some days are easy, some are a real strain, most live 

somewhere in the middle... by God’s grace I am growing in maturity, with much still to be 

learned!!! Perseverance remains... 
Lord, thank You for walking with me all of these years. I continue to surrender my life to You. I am Yours, use 

me as You wish. Through Jesus, my Savior, I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Thursday, December 5: James 2  - The bane of favoritism… 

Again there were so many pausing places… my thoughts tumble through a number of 

potential pauses before deciding upon favoritism.  

Ugh, favoritism sneaks up and bites me regularly. I don’t like to admit this but if I am honest 

with myself it happens regularly. I just naturally gravitate to people like me, educated, white, 

east coast types. It feels so comfortable because they are like me. 
Lord, this isn’t good. What do I need to do to minimize my tendencies??? Show me, Lord. Give me eyes and a 

heart that match Jesus who saw past the superficial to the person. 

I look back and read again the favoritism passage. James is particularly confronting 

discrimination based on economics. My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord 

Jesus Christ must not show favoritism. Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold 

ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. f you show special 

attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the 

poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” have you not discriminated among 

yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? (1-4). 

My re-read forces me to face more than my natural gravitation toward people like me. James 

causes me to take a look inside at bigotry and discrimination that happens within me based on 

economics, and race, country of origin, religion and any other human-made distinction. My 

world is polarizing on racial and economic lines like no other time in my life. This means that I 

must be more careful in these areas, because I represent Jesus. My faith means that people will 

impute to Christianity the traits they see in me.  



I look back at the last sentence I wrote… I don’t think I realized how crucial it is for me to 

live without favoritism before. As a believer and a pastor, I am a walking billboard for my Savior 

and the Christian faith that bears His name. I pray that I represent Jesus well on the billboard of 

my life. 
Oh, Lord, continue to impress upon me the importance of how I live. Guide me, Oh Holy Spirit, into the fruit of 

the Spirit, and into the character of Jesus. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Friday, December 6: James 3 - Rank does not have privilege… 

Rank does not have privilege, at least in the kingdom of God. This is opposite of how it 

generally works in the world.  

In life rank generally has privilege. Leaders often get special privileges. Throughout history 

the people with money generally control the halls of power. And people in power often have 

more perks than the average person. I was thinking about the US congress. Often Congress 

exempts itself from laws they pass. The president claims he cannot be indicted for a crime while 

in office. Tenured professors are far more ‘secure’ in their posts than untenured professors.  

Rank has its privilege, but not so in the body of Christ, at least according to James. Not many 

of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you know that we who teach will be 

judged more strictly (1).  

According to James, which means according to the Lord since the Bible is inspired by the 

Lord, those in authority will be judged more strictly. As a pastor and teacher this is a sobering 

word from the Lord. God uses a fine-toothed comb to search my life. God weighs my words and 

my actions and thoughts more carefully than a non-pastor/teacher.  

It is actually difficult for me to fathom this, since God judges each person perfectly because 

He knows our motives as well as our actions. 

Thankfully, I am saved not by my actions or my being good, but by the perfect action of 

Jesus. So even though I will be judged more strictly I still rest in Jesus, because the perfect Lamb 

of God offered His life for mine. Halleluiah, salvation by grace is an amazing gift, one for which 

I am eternally grateful. 
Thank you for the cross, Lord Thank you for the price You paid Bearing all my sin and shame 

In love You came And gave amazing grace 
Thank you for this love, Lord Thank you for the nail pierced hands Washed me in Your 

cleansing flow Now all I know Your forgiveness and embrace* 
Jesus, thank You for saving me… In Your name I pray. Amen. 

 
Darlene Joyce Zschech, Thank You for the Cross, Lord. Listen here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=azYQqzoEjgU 

 

 

Saturday, December 7: James 4 – Coming home… 

The heading in my Bible a top chapter 4 is Submit to God. Immediately that caught my 

attention. Then reading the chapter it was the verse immediately after James’ words to submit to 

God that penetrated my heart. That verse reads like this: Come near to God and he will come 

near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded (8). 

I just love the imagery of the first sentence of verse 8. Come near to God and he will come 

near to you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=azYQqzoEjgU


When I turn to face and come near the Lord, He will come near to me. That thought touches 

me. God doesn’t force me to grovel. God doesn’t wait for me to get all the way to Him before He 

gives me His attention. Not at all. As soon as I turn to come near to Him, God reciprocates and 

comes near to me. 

The image I see in my mind’s-eye is the Prodigal Father running to his lost son who is 

coming home (see Luke 15). And when the Prodigal Father gets to the son, the father embraces 

his son, loves on him and restores him to sonship.  

God loves us so... God longs for us to be home with Him. The moment we turn to come 

home God meets us with open arms. 

I am so blessed thinking about this, and pondering God’s love. 

I have been adopted into an incredible family in the Lord... 
Thank You, Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit. Thank You for loving, caring, blessing. Thank You for calling me to 

Yourself. I have found a home with You, Lord. Joy fills my being... Halleluia!. Amen.  

 

 

Sunday, December 8, 2019 - Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


